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In  the  foUowing  pages  the  attempt  is  made  to  trace,  from 
the  wntmgs  and  speeches  of  those  concerned  in  the  work 
the  development  of  the  Canadian  Constitution  The 
chief  Acrs  or-Parliament  and  Treaties  in  which  the 
stages  of  Its  progress  are  recorded  have  been  ooUeoted 
in  a  very  handy  and  useful  volume,  edited  by  Mr.  William 
Houston  of  Toronto  ;  but  the  dry  bones  of  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, if  they  are  to  be  galvanized  into  life,  require  the 
flesh  and  blood  which  come  from  considering  the  motives 
and  language  of  their  authors.  The  present  coUection  of 
speeches  and  dispatches  needs,  then,  no  apology  At  a 
time  when  tne  tuturb  constitution  of  the  British  Empire 
18  generajy  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  pressing  ques- 
tions awaiting  solution,  the  constitutional  evolution  of 
the  Dommion  of  Canada  deserves  and  needs  attentive 
study  while  to  the  ordinary  reader  the  material  which 
should  be  consulted  is  by  no  means  ready  at  hand  To 
mention  three  important  authorities  from  which  long 
extracts  have  been  taken,  the  Report  by  Sir  Henry 
Cavendish  o  the  Debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Quebec  Act  is  a  scarce  book,  difficult  to  find  except 
m  the  British  Museum  or  the  library  of  the  Royal  Colonia' 
Institute  ;  the  Letters  and  Speeches  of  the  Nova  Scotian 
o  ator,  Joseph  Howe,  are  out  of  print ;  and  the  volume 
of  the  Confederation  Debates  in  1865,  in  the  Canadian 
legislature,  is  not  easy  of  access  to  the  English  readeT 

Apart,  moreover,  from  these  special  cases,  dispatches 
hidden  m  old  Blue  books,  though  in  theory  easy  of  refer- 
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enoe,  are  in  fact  often  neglected  ;  and  even  letters,  con- 
tained in  general  biographies  written  many  years  ago, 
gain  an  added  interest  when  placed  in  a  context  which 
brings  out  their  constitutional  importance.  For  the 
first  years  of  British  rule,  from  1700  to  the  passing  of  the 
Constitutional  Act  of  1791,  the  recently  published  volume 
of  constitutional  documents,  edited  by  the  Canadian 
Government  archivist,  Mr.  A.  G.  Doughty,  and  Professor 
Shortt,  of  Queen's  University,  Kingston,  are  invaluable. 
But  even  though  the  following  periods  should  be  dealt  with 
on  the  same  exhaustive  scale,  the  need  of  a  single  volume, 
to  gather  together  the  more  important  documents,  ex- 
tending over  a  hundred  years,  is  none  the  less  manifest. 

It  has  not  seemed  necessary  to  reprint  here  the  speeches 
of  British  statesmen  in  Parliament,  because  the  volumes 
of  Hansard  are  easy  of  reference,  and  it  was  inad- 
visable to  overload  the  present  book.  It  will  be  noted 
that  no  extracts  are  included  from  the  most  important 
of  all  public  papers  relating  to  Canadian  history.  The 
reason  is  obvious.  Lord  Durham's  Report  on  British 
North  America  must  be  studied  as  a  whole.  It  may  not 
be  an  infallible  statement  of  facts  ;  the  author's  personal 
knowledge  of  Upper  Canada  was  very  slight,  and  he  may 
in  some  cases  have  been  misled  by  his  informants.  The 
time-spirit  has  dealt  very  summarily  with  one  of  the  main 
tenets  of  his  political  belief— the  view  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  absorb  the  French  national  character  in  a  domi- 
nant Anglo-Saxon  type.  But,  though  it  may  not  be 
without  mistakes,  the  Report  is  none  the  less  a  work  of 
genius,  not  a  line  or  word  of  which  should  be  neglected  or 
ignored  by  the  student  of  the  Canadian  Constitution. 
Unless  a  statesman  of  Lord  Durham's  position  ani  calibre 
had  taken  up  the  cry  for  responsible  govemnent,  it  is 
probable  that  all  the  arguments  and  eloquence  of  a 
Joseph  Howe  might  for  years  have  remained  unheeded  and 
ignored  by  British  Ministers,  with  results  to  the  Empire 
which  one  shudders  to  contemplate  ;  and  if  the  final  form 
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of  the  Dominion  has  been  other  than  the  one  roughly 
sketched  by  Lord  Durham,  the  idea  which  it  emb<xiies 
18  none  the  less  the  idea  which  inspired  him,  when  it 
seemed  as  though  in  imperial  matters  the  Urim  and 
IZIZ°'  ''"  ""*  Empire-builders  were  no  longer 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  hundred  years  richer  in 
constitutional  expenenoe  than  is  the  period  dealt  with 
m  the  present  volume.  It  is  true  that  Canadian  history 
presents  no  situation  so  striking  or  dramatic  as  that 
under  which  the  general  of  the  forces  of  a  hostile  Dutch 
repubhc  has  become  within  the  space  of  some  five  years 
he  Prime  Minister  of  a  British  Colony  endowed  with 
full  responsible  government.  But  if,  compared  to  such 
hghtmng  turns,  the  development  of  Canada  has  been 
slow  compared  to  other  historical  precedents  it  has  been 
rapid  enough.  We  start  with  a  conquered  country,  a 
tabula  rasa  upon   which    Great  Britain    may   write    as 

Br^ish  officers  endeavour,  upon  the  whole  with  success, 
to  m  tigate  in  practice  the  harshness  of  the  position  The 
proclamation  of  1763,  which  appeared  to  sweep  away  the 
whole  fabric  of  French  law,  added  to  the  confusion,  as  it 
was  never  given  fuU  effect,  and  neither  the  natural  ability 
nor  the  legal  attamments  of  the  British  rulers  sufficed 
to  evolve  a  new  system  ;  while  the  appointment  of  Murray 
to  the  civd  government  was  so  far  a  failure  in  that  it  gave 
no  solution  to  the  difficult  problems  connected  with  the 
Uws  and  the  Church.  In  the  years  which  preceded  the 
Quebec  Act  we  find  in  the  records  the  frequent  and 
anxiousendeavours  which  were  made  to  solve  th'e  question 
and  wo  recognize  that  that  Act,  so  far  from  being  the  bo" 

liberties  it  has  been  sometimes  represented,  was  the  out 

cTr  fr"'".'  ^"^"^'^  *°  -^^^^  ^^^  "-  Particular  diffi-" 
culties  of  Canadian  circumstances.  It  has  been  criticized 
and  condemned  by  very  able  writers,  in  that  it  stereotyped 
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and  nmdo  pormftnTOt  a  condition  of  things  which  it  was  the 
interest  of  Groat  Britain  to  supersede.  But  a  diilerent 
policy  might  have  had  results  still  more  disastrous 
rortam  it  is  that,  when  we  consider  what  a  bulwark  to 
iJritish  connexion  has  been  the  foot  that  the  Boman 
(athoho  Church  has  recognized  Oreat  Britain  to  be  its 
friend  and  the  United  States  to  be  its  danger,  we  may 
contmue  to  hold  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Quebec  Act  has 
heen  justihed  by  its  results. 

•    """^jy  ''•"*  *■"'  ?""">'  "f  recognizing  a  French  oolony 
m  tlie  Hritish  Empire  been  formally  adopted  when  a  new 
«cene   opened     leading   to   new   political   developments. 
The  successful  revolt  of  the  American  colonies  entailed 
the   voluntary   banishment   of  those   who   were   British 
subjects  first,  and  citizens  of  this  or  that  colony  or  State 
only  in  a  secondary  degree.     In  the  death-throes  of  the 
hm  British  empire  in  America  was  born  the  offspring 
which  in  time  was  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  those  first 
possessions.     Henceforth  Lower  and  Upper  Canada  ad- 
TOnee  side  by  side,  the  one  growing  more  aggressively 
1  reneh  as  the  common  people  awoke  from  the  political 
apathy  which  was  the  heritage  of  French  absolutism 
under  the  mfluenco  of  political  leaders  or  demagogues 
who  were  peculiarly  their  own  kith  and  kin  ;  the  other 
in  Its  origm  and  in  its  character  no  less  aggressively  Anglo- 
b«.von ;  so  that  the  chances  of  a  United  Canada  s.emed 
small,  ,f  not  hop  Mess.     Such  points  of  sympathy  as  ex- 
isted were  found  in  common  opposition  to  the  impossible 
sj-stem  of  government,  under  which  a  suffrage  much  more 
democratic  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  legislature 
really  representative  of  the  people,  stood  confronted  with 
an    executive    wholly    irresponsible    to    colonial    public 
opinion.     The  Quebec  Act,  plausibly  and  reasonably  at 
the  time,  had  merely  introduced  a  Nominated  CouncU 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  take  advantage  of  the 
breathing  space  to  set  up  -  system  of  local  self-govern- 
ment or  of  popular  education  ;  so  that  when,  under  the 
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Constitutional  Act,  it  wm,  thought  neoe^  ,try  to  deal  with 

Fr  noh  Canadmns  the  representative  institutions  which 
could  not  be  denied  to  those  who  in  the  American 
colomes  had  always  enjoyed  them,  the  measure,  so  far 
L^^  r      T^^  ""'   "O^^oo"^^'   was   a   leap   i„   th" 

of  the  ^""^  m"^  ^"'  ^  "^"^'^  '"  ">«  following  pages 
of  the  miserable  tmpa.se  to  which  matters  came  but  It 
.s  worth  noting  that  Lower  Canada  could  approach  no 

t^?he?i         "•  *'"'  "'"""'  "PP™""''  to  a  tyranlin 

the  heated  .magmations  of  political  partisans   was  the 

well-meaning,  if  blundering,  Craig  ^ 

The  period  of  the  two  Canadas  was  closed  by  the  Act 

ended  the  pohtical  controversy  between  the  colonies  and 
Great  Bntam;  but  the  gulf   between  the  two  portions 

which  Itself,  by  giving  equality  of  representatfon  to  the 
wo  sections,  recognized  the  permanence  of  racial  div Lion 
In  these  circumstances,  the  nominal  union  of  those  whom 
a^ociations  of  race  and  of  religion  kept  apart,  prov^ " 
failure,  and  events  seemed  hastening  to  a  d;adloIk  as 
serious  as  though  different  from,  the  one  wS  had 
followed  the  working  of  the  Constitutional  Act.  Most  for 
tunately  a  federal  constitution  proved  the  Deus  e^Z 

loon  t  '  T  f^^'  *°  '*'''*  *•'''  °°'»'"'''".  »  -  whole 
upon  the  road  of  nationhood.  These  phases,  then  o 
Canadian  constitutional  life-the  working  of  mil  tary  rule 
he  preparations  for  the  Quebec  Act,  the  Government  oi 
the  country  under  that  Act,  the  new  situation  created  b' 

the  r"'  "'  *^'  ^"'^*''  ''''  Constitution  conferred  on 
the  two  provinces  by  the  Constitutional  Act,  the  failure" 
of  that  system  m  its  working,  the  demand  for  responsMe 
government,  the  recognition  of  that  system  under  the 
Union,  the  difficulties  attending  the  exisince  of  conffict! 
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ing  nationalities,  and  the  disouggiong  which  led  to  federa- 
tion—all thege  will  be  found  illustrated  in  the  following 
pages.    Incidentally  will  be  noted  the  political  ground- 
swell  which  followed  the  high-tide  of  Free  Trade,  and  the 
full  triumph  of  the  principle  which  claimed  complete 
independence  for  the  colonial  legislature  in  all  matters 
of  local  concern.    The  history  of  British  North  America 
has  been  too  exclusively  approached  from  the  point  of 
view  of  Canadian  experience  ;  but  the  writings  here  given 
are  enough  to  show  how  great  a  part  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces played  in  the  building  up  of  the  future  Constitu- 
tion ;  indeed,  the  letters  of  Joseph  Howe  to  Lord  John 
Russell,  here  published  in  fuU,  can  hardly  be  surpassed 
in  political  literature  for  clearness  and  power  of  argument. 
In  taking  stock  of  the  material  here  collected,  the 
dominant  feeling  of  the  modem  observer  may  well  be  one 
of  admiration  for  the  good  intentions  and  good  sense  of 
those  who,  in  their  different  ways,  laboured  at  the  work 
of    Canadian    constitutional    development.    The    little 
quoted  from  Carleton  is  sufficient  to  bring  out  the  sterling 
merits  of  that  great  Governor,  and  if  the  elder  Pitt  is  not 
very  happy  in  invoking  the  spectre  of  the  Inquisition 
before  the  humdrum  details  of  the  Quebec  Act,  British 
statesmen,  for  the  most  part,  show  their  best  face  in  the 
attempt  to  do  substantial  justice.      A  hereditary  aris- 
tocracy on  American  soil  may  have  proved  a  vain  dream, 
but  none  the  less  was  the  idea  of  finding  a  makeweight  to 
a  pure  democracy  altogether  reasonable  and  well-justified, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  time.     It  is  true  that  a  book 
of  this  kind  does  not  bring  out  the  fatal  defects  of  British 
government.    It  was  procrastination  and  the  tendency  to 
shirk  difficult   questions,   rather  than  wilful  misdoing, 
which  was  the  besetting  sin  of  the  colonial  policy  of  the 
time.    Still,  making  allowance  for  all  this,  there  is  much 
m  the  dispatches  here  given  which  cannot  but  command 
respect  and  admiration.    To  those  whose  chief  knowledge 
of  Lord  Grey's  administration  of  colonial  affairs  is  derived 
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from  the  fierce  controversy  to  which  it  gave  birth  over 
the  subject  of  transportation,  it  will  be  welcome  to  find 
him  giving  cordial  and  complete  recognition  to  the  prin- 
wple  of  responsible  government  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 
Even  the  much-abused  Tory  "  family  compact  "  of  Upper 
Canada  are  able  to  show  how  much  gold  was  mingled 
with  their  alloy,  by  the  reprint  of  the  very  able  report 
which  was  their  reply  to  the  criticisms  of  Lord  Durham. 
What  covld  be  more  characteristic  of  the  different  needs 
of  different  periods,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
successively  met,  than  the  letters  of  Lord  Sydenham  and 
of  Lord  EIgm,  if  put  side  by  side  ?    The  I'itat  c'est  moi 
of  Sydenham  is  admirably  adapted  to  a  period  of  transi- 
tion from  chaos  to  order,  wherein  men  have  to  be  driven 
to  their  right  position  ;  while,  after  the  uneasy  interval  of 
the   political  struggles   of    Metcalfe's   Government    (the 
complicated  character  of  which  it  has  been  impossible  to 
bring  out  without  giving  to  the  episode  disproportional 
space),  the  serene  temper  of  Elgin  ushers  in  and  justifies 
the  new  modes  of  political  influence,  open  to  the  Governor- 
General   under  the  system  of  responsible  government. 

And  If  British  statesmen  emerge  with  credit  from  the 
ordeal  of  being  their  own  spokesmen,  the  same  thing  may 
assuredly  be  said  of  their  Canadian  confreres.    Mention 
has  already  been  made  of  Joseph  Howe;  but  the  brief 
references  to  Robert  Baldwin  in  the  following  pages  will 
be  enough  to  bring  out  something  of  the  part  he  played 
along  with  La  Fontaine  in  the  first  years  of  complete  self- 
dru'"'!!i;u^^    "much-contriving"   John   A.   Mao- 
donald  and  the  fervent  George  Brown  alike  only  gain  in 
reputation  from  their  spoken  judgments ;  and  throughout 
the  debates  on  federation,  in  the  language  of  the  oppo- 
nents no  less  than  m  that  of  the  advocates  of  the  meaWe 
there  IS  a  note  of  integrity  and  of  high-minded  patriotism 
which  8hoT,'s  that  in  that  portion  of  America,  at  least 
pohtics  have  still  the  power  of  attracting  the  better  men 
The  primary  object  of  this  volume  is  to  furnish  a  text- 
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book  for  those  who  are  taking  up  the  ipeoial  labjeot  of 
the  evolution  of  Canadian  self-government  in  the  modern 
history  aohool  at  the  University  of  Oxford  ;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Canada  it  may 
be  of  service  to  a  wider  circle  of  readers  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  Imperial  problems  of  the  present  and  the 
future,  and  recognize  that  only  when  hewn  from  the 
quarries  of  past  history  and  experience  can  the  founda- 
tion-stones of  the  future  be  laid  firm  and  secure.  The 
notes  have  been  confined  to  as  small  a  space  as  possible, 
especially  with  nspect  to  biographical  details,  for  which 
the  reader  should  consult  the  Diclioiutry  of  National 
Biography. 

The  main  work  of  passing  through  the  press  and  anno- 
tating the  present  collection  of  documents  has  been  taken 
by  my  colleague,  Mr.  W.  L.  Grant,  though  the  form  of  the 
book  and  the  choice  of  material  are  largely  my  own. 
We  have  to  expresi;  our  gratitude  to  the  Royal  Colonial 
Institute  for  the  loan  of  books,  and  to  the  Librarian  of 
Bodley's  Library  for  permission  to  make  photographic 
copies  of  documents. 


Sepletnber,  1907. 


HUGH  E.  EGEETON. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GOVERNOR  JAMES 
MURRAY 

By  the  surrender  at  Montreal,  on  September  8,  1760,  of 
De  Vaudreuil  and  De  Uvis,  the  French  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief,   Canada  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Britain.     The  surrender  was  confirmed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  signed  at  Paris  on  February  10,  1763.     During  the 
interval,  and  for  some  months  after,  Canada  remained 
under  military  rule.    The  nominal  head  was  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, General  Amherst,  who  had  his  head- 
quarters at  New  York,  but  i^j  administration  was  really 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lieutenant-Governors  at  Quebec, 
Montreal,  and  Three  Rivers.     On  the  conclusion  of  peace 
It  became  necessary  to  establish  civil  government,  and 
on   December   7,    1763,   a   commission   was   issued    to 
General  James  Murray,  who  had  been  in  command  at 
Quebec    since    the    autumn    of    1759,    appointing  him 
"Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief   in  and   over 
Our  Province  of  Quebec  in  America."  i    On  the  same 
day  were  issued  his  instructions,  which  are  here  given, 

Pn„S™y"';'^°''.,"i^"™.'l?  ""  '^'""''  "60,  when  he  sailed  for 
hvffi^LJf'  ™  '"™'J  °fl»"»  '■"  April,  1768,  when  he  was  succeeded 
?SR7  I  '^"'|.'™-  J'"  »  complete  list  of  Governors  from  1768  to 
looY,  see  Appendix  I. 


2      INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GOVERNOR  MURRAY 

and  which  had  evidently  been  drawn  up  with  great  care. 
While  many  of  the  eighty-two  sections  are  copied  from 
the  ordinary  instructions  given  at  the  time  to  colonial 
Governors,  some  even  of  these  contain  significant  changes, 
and  others  are  obviously  drawn  up  with  special  regard  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  new  province.' 

The  original  instnictions  are  in  the  Public  Record 
OfHce  in  London.  The  copy  here  given  is  taken  from 
that  in  the  Report  of  the  Canadian  Archivist  for  1904, 
which  k-»  been  carefully  collated  vith  the  original.' 

1.  With  these  Our  Instructions  You  will  receive  Our 
Commission  under  Our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain 
constituting  You  Our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
Uuef  in  and  over  Our  Province  of  Quebec  in  America, 
bounded  on  the  Labrador  Coast  by  the  River  St.  John 
and  from  uience  by  a  Line  drawn  from  the  Head  of  that 
River  through  the  Lake  St.  John  to  the  South  End  of 
the  Lake  Nipissm ;  from  whence  the  said  Line  crossing 
the  Itiver  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lake  Champlain  in  fortv- 
hvo  Degrees  of  Nort,h  Latitude,  passes  along  the  High 
Lands  which  divide  the  Rivers  that  empty  themselves 
into  the  said  River  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall 
into  tlie  Sea  ;  and  also  along  the  North  Coast  of  the  Baye 
des  Chaleurs  and  the  Coast  of  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence 
?*u  ^n-  o^""^?'  ®°^  ^^°"^  t'lence  crossing  the  Eouth 
of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  by  the  West  End  of  the  Island 
of  Antioosti  termmates  at  the  aforesaid  River  of 
ht.  John:  You  are  therefore  to  take  upon  You  the 
Execution  of  the  Office  and  Trust  We  have  reposed  in 
You,  and  the  Administration  of  Government,  and  to  do 
and  execute- all  things  in  due  manner  that  shall  belong 

1758^1'n''  0„'vZ!i°°lV°  ^Y'YT^  *""  compared  with  those  issued  in 
1758  to  Governor  Dcmard,  o£  New  Jersey,  which  arc  printed  in  New 

York  WflS-T^    .^""'T-rrc^r'''  '^""^"'   (London   and  New 
^r    M    mK  fr'  °°?  ^r*-  7.  6.  12-14,  22,  24-27,  84^0,  63,  66-71,  74 

Archetype  a:  b'^Ss.  '"''™""°"^  ""  ""^-"^  '««'''  "^  "■»  -■"= 

'  All  the  instructions  issued  to  Governors  from  1708  to  1867  and 

toTs'irar^r  ''.'  V™'?,"'^'-^''""'"'"  "'  Upper  Canada  from  i™ 
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Autho"rit!^"l!?''n'''  ''=''.°5*"8  to  the  .everal  Powers  and 
iX/'^'f  °f  9"r  said  CpmmUsion  under  Our  Great 
Seal  of  Great  Bnta.n,  and  these  Our  Instructions  to  You 

L%''haTai"fn*°T"""\^""'}'"  ?°*«"  and  Inst^ctTons 
as  shall  at  any  Time  hereafter  be  granted  or  appointed 

rn°Su?^rv;"(LS ""'  '■«"  ^'"^'"'  -  "y  «"^«"^- 

.Ja  n"^  ^"'i  "*'  *.'*''  ""  **"«  Solemnity,  to  cause  Our 
said  Comm.88.on  to  be  published  at  Quebec,  which  wl 

prinXTseat^^f^fi  ^^"^  "^  y°"'  Residence  anS  ihl 
prmoipa  Seat  of  Government,  in  the  Districts  of 
Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres,  and  in  such  other  pa   s  o 

P^HilT™"""'  "'  ^°"  «•>»"  *''i"k  necessary  and 
expedient,  as  soon  as  possible  ;  which  beine  done   You 

?o"  "ur  tX'v^^?  *?  """'"t^  '"'•*  establfsh  a  a^undl 
tor  uur  said  Province,  to  assist  You  in  the  Administration 
of  Government,  which  Council  is,  for  the  pr^ent  to  bo 
composed  of  the  Persons,  whom  We  haveCpointed  to 

^vit"es  oCXw  T^'r™?^  °^  MontrealTnd  Trois 
nmeres,  Our  Chief  Justice  of  Our  said  Province  and  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Our  Customs  in  America  for  £e 
Northern  District,  and  Eight  other  Persons  to  be  chosen 
iThIr  f°")  *"??8"'  '''^  ""o^'  considerable  of  the 

Itace  w"hfoh  p"""  ^'"°"'  °^  ^°P«rty  '"  0"^  «a'd  Pro! 
vinoe  ,  which  Persons  so  nominated  and  appointed  bv 

t^''be'"at:r''^'/'''^^  "'^'''•'^  ^«  do  hereby  apjoin^ 
Province  ^r/Ti.'  "'  *S  ^  0"'  ^»"°"  for  OuV  said 
fn^  ?  t'u  -^  *°  '^^''^  *"<1  «"ioy  all  the  Powers  Privilege 
and  Authority  usually  exercised   and   enjoved   bv   the 

iTsuc'h  1?"  '^"""'^  '"•  °"^  °''^"  fflatlonT  and 
unte  0,ir  r  "  r«'''r"/r''*  '°  ""  '"'"^  Commission 
n?,r  L  .      f?^**  ^''*'  °*  CSreat  Britain,  and  in  these 

Discretion    sh^n   r'f'  ^'*"^  ""^  ^'»'=««'  <«  ^cu,  in  your 

Jultioe    ™.  Snr     ^'V'"'  Pleasure,  that  the  said  Chief 

be  caplwe  afVT'  ^"'Z'  "*  ^"^  «"«t°'"^.  «hall  not 
oe  capable  of  taking  the  Administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  Death  or  Absence  of  You  Our  Governor 
3    A^T""''"'" '".  ^'^^  f°'  *!>«  Time  being  ''°^"™°'' 

toget^r  oJ°u-.h'nfi°H'"'^*''  '"u"''"  0"'  «*'d  Co"^"" 
tugetaer   or  such  of  them  as  can  be  convenientlv  asafim 

r  ad'arsuoh  mLT  '^'"  Tu^  CommissionTo  YouTbe" 
read  at  such  Meeting ;  which  being  done,  You  shaU  then 

1—2 
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take  yourself,  and  alno  adminirter  to  Our  Lieutenant 
Oovornora  respcotively,  and  to  the  Membeni  of  Our  said 
tounoil,  the  Oathg  mentioned  in  en  Act,  passed  in  tlio 
Hrst  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the 
iirst,  intituled,  "An  Act  for  the  further  Security  of 
His  Majesty's  Person  and  Government,  and  the  Suc- 
cession of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  the  late  Princess 
^phia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  extinguishing  the 
Hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open 
and  secret  Abettors  ;"— as  also  to  make  and  subscribe, 
and  cause  them  to  make  and  subscribe  the  DeolaraMon 
mentioned  in  an  Act  of  Pariiamont  made  in  the  Twenty- 

•  ;■  1  . ''.  "  ""*  ^"'8"  °^  ^'"8  Charles  the  Second, 
intituled  An  Act  for  preventing  Dangers  which  may 
happen  from  Popish  Recusants."  And  You  and  every 
one  of  Them  are  likewise  to  take  an  Oath  for  the  duo 
e-xeoution  of  your  and  their  Places  and  Trusts,  with 
regard  to  your  and  their  equal  and  impartial  Administra- 
tion of  Justice  ;— and  You  are  also  to  take  the  Oath 
required  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  seventh  and  eiglith 
Years  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  the  Third  to  bo 
taken  by  Governors  of  Plantations,  to  do  their  utmost 
that  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Plantations  be  observed. 

4.  And  You  are  forthwith  to  transmit  unto  Our  Com- 
russioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  Us  for  Our  Approbation  or  Disallowance,  the 
^ames  of  the  Members  of  the  Council,  so  to  be  appointed 
bv  You,  as  aforesaid  ;  as  also  a  List  of  the  Names  and 
Characters  of  Eight  other  Persons  in  Our  said  Province, 
whom  You  judge  properly  qualified  to  serve  in  that 
htation  ;  to  the  End  that,  if  any  of  the  Persons  appointed 
by  You,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  approved  and  con- 
firmed by  Us,  under  Our  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  the 
Place  or  Places  of  such  Persons  so  disapproved  may  be 
forthwith  supphed  from  the  said  List,  o?  otherwise,  as 
We  shall  think  fit. 

Sections  5-8  deal  with  the  manner  in  which  vacancies 
are  to  be  filled,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
seats  in  the  Council  may  be  declared  void. 

9.  You  are  forthwith  to  communicate  such  and  so 
many  of  these  Our  Inatruotiona  to  Our  said  Council, 
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wherein  their  Advice  and  Coniient  are  mentioned  to  be 
requiiiite ;  as  likewise  all  such  others,  from  time  to  time, 
as  You  shall  find  convenient  for  Our  Service  to  be 
imparted  to  them. 

10.  You  are  to  permit  the  Members  of  Our  said  Council 
to  have  and  enjoy  Freedom  of  Debate  and  Vote,  in  all 
affairs  of  public  Concern  that  may  be  debated  in 
Council. 

11.  And  whereas  it  is  directed,  by  Our  Commission 
to  You  under  Our  Great  Seal,  that  so  soon  as  the  Situation 
and   Circumstances   of   Our   said    Province   will   admit 
thereof,   You   shhU,    with   the   Advice   of   Our   Council, 
summon  and  call  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Freeholders 
in  Our  said  Province  ;  You  are  therefore,  as  soon  as  the 
Rules  and  Regulations,  by  the  Advice  of  Our  said  Council, 
as  sliaU  appear  to   be  carrying  this  important   Object 
mto  Execution  :  But,  as  it  may  be  impracticable  for  the 
present  to  form  such  an  Establishment,  You  are  in  the 
mean  time  to  make  such  Rules  and  Regulations,  by  the 
Advice  of  Our  said  Council,  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary 
for  the  Peace,  Order  and  good  Government  of  our  said 
Province,  taking  Care  that  nothing  be  passed  or  done, 
that  shal.l  any  ways  tend  to  affect  the  Life,  Limb  or 
Liberty  of  the  Subject,  or  to  the  imposing  any  Duties 
or  Taxes  ;  and  that  all  such  Rules  and  Regulations  bo 
transmitted  to  Us,  by  the  first  Opportunity  after  they 
are  passed  and  made,  for  Our  Approbation  or  Disallow- 
ance.   And  it  is  Our  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  when  an 
Assembly  shall  have  been  summoned  and  met,  in  such 
manner  as  You,  in  your  Discretion,  shall  think  most 
proper   or  as  shall  be  hereafter  directed  and  appointed, 
the  following  Regulations  be  carefully  observed  in  the 
framing  and  passing  all  such  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances, as  are  to  be  passed  by  You,  with  the  Advice 
and  Consent  of  Our  said  Council  and  Assembly ;  viz  • 

That  the  Style  of  Enacting  the  said  Laws,  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  be  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assemblv 
and  no  other  ; — 

That  each  different  Matter  be  provided  for  by  a  different 
Law,  without  including  in  one  and  the  same  Act  such 
""ngs  as  have  no  proper  Relation  to  each  other  ;— 

That  no  Clause  be  inserted  in  any  Act  or  Ordinance, 
winch  shall  be  foreign  to  what  the  Title  of  it  imports ;  and 
that  no  perpetual  Clause  be  part  of  any  temporary  Law  •— 
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.Itl?^'  "°  ^"^^  Ordinance  wh«tever  be  .u«pended. 
altered,  continued,  revived,  or  repealed  by  Wiera 
Word.  ;  but  that  the  Title  and  Date  of  .uoi^  IZor 
Ordrnwce   be   particularly   mentioned   In   the  enSoting 

That  no  Law  or  Ordinance,  ri.«|)coting  private  Prooertv 
be  p«»Hod  without  a  Clau«e  HuLpendinB  it'  Exe^H' 
unt.1  Our  Uoyal  Will  and  Plc«,urc  i«  known    nor  wkhoui 

PeLn.   iv        "    '^'""'  "'"'  ""'•Po'-atc.  an.l  of  all  othe; 
fiTTH'n     ™P*  "!1"\"  "^  mentioned  in  the  said  Law 
tdom     and   before  such  Law  or  Ordinance  is  passed 
ftoof  must  be  made  before  You,  in  Council,  and  oSl 
in  the  (^uncl  Books,  that  public  Notification  was  made 

several  ^ari^h  I'T'T''  '"."^P'^u  '°'  »"'=''  ^ct  in  the 
■iveral  Fansh  Churches,  where  the  Lands  in  QuBstinn 

he,  for  three  Sundays  at  least  successively  befo^  ^^^^2 

Law  or  Ordinance  shall  be  proposed  ;  and  YoS  are  to 

transmit,  and  annex  to  the  sairLaw    or  Or<Una"e    a 

a^r  &stKmS^a11'"^  --'  '-'  '•>-"«^ 

i.Z^^^  'V"  ^I"  °''  Ordinances  for  lovyini?  Money   o- 

C^Z  that'tt*""*?  ""'  ^'""'}^"^'  "-P^^mention 
oe  made,  that  the  same  is  granted  or  rescrv.d    ,    Us 

Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  for  the  public  Uses  of  the  said 

asTTh;  Tl  V''  '"PPn^^^S"'  the^  Government  ther^f^ 
fh„t^.  ri  ^  u**  "^  Ordinance  shall  be  directed  :  and 
that  a  Clause  be  inserted,  declaring  that  thrmonev 
arising  by  the  Operation  of  the  said  Fines   ForfeWures^ 

r,  ^^r-  ^""P'^''  '"«""°"  '"'  ™»de,  that  the  same 
»  granted  or  reserved  to  Us,  Our  missioners  of  o"? 
^rt  7l  a\  ^^f  "is*"  Treasurer  for  the  time  beh^^ 
:?  hirfcy^-e"'  ^"'•"-  ««--'  °f  Our  PlantaS, 

m^tdh^T^  ^1^'  ^l**"'^'  ^"^  Ordinances  be  trans- 
mitted by  You  within  three  montbi  after  their  oassin^ 

forTraX'and  pf  °rr'*^  °?''"'  »°  ^"'  ft'mmironefs 
•     M     ,^    ""^  Plantations  ;  that  they  be  fairly  abstracted 

n»r*  '  i*^";?.""'''  ""'^  accompanied-'with  ve^ry  full  and 

ThetW  th  ''''"''■'°?'  "P?"  "'"'^  °f  '^""'  tha^  is  to  say 
whether  the  same  is  introductive  of  a  now  Law  dcolara 
tory  of  a  former  Law,  or  does  repeal  n  Law  thin  before 
m  being;  and  You  are  also  to  transmit,  in  the  fullest 
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manner,  tho  Roawin*  and  OccMion  for  cniM-tina  nuoh 
Law«,  or  Ordinanoe.,  togcth...  with  fair  copi,.,  „f  the 
JournalH  of  the  IVooeodingB  of  the  Council  an<i  AsHcml)lv 
which  Vm  ore  to  require  from  the  Clork»  of  the  sai.l 
Council  and  Aiwfimtily. 

H  1''  ."^".1  'V"*  .""''  'i"*,'  ""t'''"«  may  Iw  panm..!  or 
done  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  true  FnteroHta  of  this  Our 
Kingdom,  the  just  HightH  of  Uh,  Our  Heir-  and  Suo- 

Will  and  PleaHure,  that  no  Law  whatever,  whi.^h  shall  in 
an^  wi»e  tend  to  affect  the  Commerce  or  Shippini,  of 
thm  Kingdom^  or  which  shall  any  wayn  relate  to  the 
Rights  and  Prerogative  of  Our  Crown,  or  the  Pronertv 
of  Our  Subjects,  or  which  shall  be  of  an  unusual  or  extra- 
ordinary Nature,  be  finally  ratifie.i  and  assented  to  by 
You,  until  You  shall  have  first  transmitted  a  Draught 
of  such  Law  and  shall  have  received  Our  Directions 
thereupon,  unless  You  take  care,  that  a  Clause  be  inserted 
suspending  and  deferring  the  Execution  thereof,  until 
uut  I  .easure  is  known  concerning  the  same 

13.  And   whereas  Laws   have  formerly   been  enacted 
ILTh"  n   ^^'  P»'?t''"°""  in  America  for  so  short  a 
i^Uh^f      ^v.^T'^^r"'.'"'  ^'''"'"''  thereof  could  not 
be  had  bfeforo  the  lime,  for  which  such  hav,»  were  enacted 
did  expire;  You  shal    not  give  your  Assent  to  any  Law 
that  shall  be  enacted  for  a  Ics-  Time  thtu  two  Years 
except  in  Cases  of  imminent  Necessity,  or  immediate  tem- 
r^V  '^^^'^fnoy  :  and  You  shall  not  re-enact  any  Law, 
to  which  Our  Assent  shall  have  been  once  refused,  without 
express  Leave  for  that  purpose  first  obtained  from  Us 
upon  a  full  Representation  by  You  to  be  made  to  Our 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  order  to  be 
laid  before  Us,  of  the  Re-asons  and  Necessity  for  passing 
such  Law  ;  nor  give  your  Assent  to  any  Law  for  repealing 
any  other  Law,  which  shall  have  passed  in  your  c;overn- 
ment,  and  shaU  have  received  Our  Royal  Approbation 
unless  You  take  Care  that  there  be  a^  Clausrinserted 
therein,  suspending  and  deferring  the  Execution  thereof, 

w     a'"'/,„    ^''•'  ^'"'"  ^  ''nown  concerning  the  same 
thJt      B     .      ?  particularly  require  You  to  take  Care, 

of  all  Pnwfl  M  ^'"'.''"n'r',''"  ^^""'P^'  ''"^  Payments 
of  all  Pubhck  Money  be  duly  kept,  and  the  Truth  thereof 
attested  upon  Oath;  and  that  all  such  Accountn  be 
audited,  and  attested  by  Our  Auditor  General  of  Our 
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tZ~o/in"n„^  r''"  °^P"'^'  ^'^°  ''  '"  t™"^-"!'  Copies 
thereof  to  Our  Commissioners  of  Our  Treasury,  or  to  Our 

High  Treae-^er,  for  the  time  being  ;  and  that  You  do 
every  half  Year  or  oftener,  send  another  c£py  thereof ' 
attested  by  yourself  to  Our  Cbmmissione^^L  S 
and  Plantations,  and  Duplicates  thereof  by  the  next 
Conveyance;  in  which  Books  shaU  be  speeMed  eve^ 
Cr  f  f,"'"J'"«<"'  °f  disposed  of,  together  with  th^ 
made    to  th'   nd'w'  *°  \^°'"  ^"^  P™'  «•>""  be 

^-iftlS^^^rO^^r^iS 
■s  Our  express  Will  and  Pleasure   that  V^,?  *''^°' *™'  't 

Sftha'irr^^'''"^^^^^^^^^^^ 

iittg^\TereXran7Cl.*t^^^^^^^ 

to  adjourn  themselves  otherwise  than  del'     •  "^j^^" 

.mpowered,  with  the  Advice  and  I^^sZt To^rZt:^ 

Hw/cn/  0/-  Penniylvania   i'i   21?    l.^k    «    Hamilton,  in  I'roud, 
'  °''"'°'  '"i--  "<-  PP-  122.  1^8)  cites  tlie  case  of  New  York. 
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to  constitute  and  appoint  Courts  of  Judicature  and 
Justice  ;  It  18  therefore  Our  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  You 
^.'J^nH°"  ^  possible  apply  your  Attention  to  these 
great  and  important  Ob-^ots  ;  and  that,  in  forming  the 
..ecessary  Estabhshn.«.r.  V-r  this  purpose,  You  do  con- 
sider what  has  take,  place  in  ii,;  respect  in  Our  other 
Nova'sooTiax'"'"'"''  ""-'"■  P^'''""-''y  '"  Our  Colony  of 

nillif^^t  *l?*n*'  'o  V'''  ■''"'  ^*'«'  Satisfaction  and 

fllowed  L  Ju^t^^-^^^n^^^''  ^^^^  Appeals  should  be 
a^loTved,  in  all  Civil  Causes,  from  the  Courts  in  Our 
Plantatjons  ;  it  is  therefore  Our  Will  and  Pleasure,  that, 
when  the  several  Courts  and  Offices  necessary  for  the 
Administration  of  Justice  shall  have  been  settled,  ap- 
pointed and  confirmed,  in  Consequence  of  the  Power 
7.Ti  '".?"  ^K  °"?  Commission  under  Our  Great  S^al 
and  by  these  Our  Instructions,  You  do,  as  near  as 
different  Circumstances  will  admit,  conform  yourself 
to  the  Regulations  prescribed  in  the  Instructions  given 
to  Our  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  in  respect  to  such  Appeals 
Copies  of  which  Instructions  are  hereunto  annexed 

CmnJ^^  Z^'-pT^*"^  ^^^  /'^''''=«  ^"^  ^°sent  of  Our 
Council  in  the  Province  under  your  Government,  to  take 
especial  Care  to  regulate  all  Salaries  and  Fees  belonging 
to  Places  or  paid  upon  Emergencies,  that  they  be  within 
the  Bounds  of  Moderation,  and  that  no  Exaction  be  made 
wLtY  ^'"S^'""  "Jatsoever  f  as  also  that  Tables  of  all 

Tre  to  bfnlM  ^  ^TV^  '"  ■*"  ^''^'=^^  ^'^''■•o  ^"''h  Fees 
tZ^X  T,  ^  H  *°^  ^^"  ^™  *°  transmit  Copies  of  all 
such  Tables  of  Fees  to  Our  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  m  order  to  be  laid  before  Us. 


all 


Section    19    enjoins    prompt    communication    of 
official  papers  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations. 

or^^i^H^nfff  ?.°'  ^PP°J1*  ""y  ^'^'■«°"  t°  be  a  Judge 
of  the  M^W-^  f tt""' J'*"?" "*  "»"  ^'^^'•'^  ^"d  Consent 
ta  Coun^?-  ^  °,!  n''^  ^^""^^'^  «*•  Our  Council,  present 
m  Council ;  nor  shaJl  You  execute  yourself,  or  by  Deputy, 

'Copies  were  appended  of  the  articles  referrins  to  thi.  in   fh.' 
'  ri°C^'™.'°,'^°"'"">'i"'»--l-  Lawrence,  o',"&ova  Scotia     "" 

of  bf  h'r'F  en^ctcaSaSs  "t  rr""' r^  """"^'^  ™»pi"°«<' 
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any  of  the  said  Offices  ;  and  it  is  Our  further  WiU  and 
i'ieasure,  that  all  Commissions,  to  be  granted  by  You 
to  any  Person  or  Persons  to  be  Judges  or  Justices  of  the 
PlTaTure°onl  '^^^^^'7  Officers,  be  granted  during 

nf  p:.^°"  ^^^u  "'J*i'8P'a''e  any  of  the  Judges,  Justices 
of  Peace  or  other  Officers  or  Ministers,  without  good  and 
sufficient  cause,  which  You  shall  signify  in  the  fullest 
and  most  distmct  manner  to  Our  Commissioners  for 
Irade  and  Plantations,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Us,  by 
the  first  Opportunity  after  such  Removals. 

Section   22  enjoins   the   impartial   administration   of 
justice. 

Onfwyr  fr  *°u*''f  .?*'^^  *''**  ""  ^"'«  be  issued  in 
Our  Name  throughout  the  Province  under  your  Govern- 

24  Whereas  there  are  several  Offices  in  Our  Plantations 
granted  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  and  oSr 
bemoe  may  be  very  much  prejudiced  by  reason  of  the 
Absence  of  the  Patentees,  and  by  their  appointing 
Deputies  not  fit  to  officiate  in  their  stead  ;  You  Tre  ther"! 
fore  to  inspect  such  of  the  ud  Offices  as  are  in  the 
Province  under  your  Government,  and  to  inquire  into 
Ihtr^TTl  ^"^  Behaviour  of  the  Persons  exercising 
for  t;„T  ^  ^;"P°rt  .thereupon,  to  Our  Commissioner^ 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  what  You  think  fit  to  be  done 
^L  M  Ki,'"  '■^^**]°"  thereunto;  and  You  are,  upon 
the  Misbehaviour  of  any  of  the  said  Patentees  or  their 
Deputies  to  suspend  them  from  the  Execution  of  their 
Office  till  You  shaU  have  represented  the  whole  Matter 
unto  Us  and  received  Our  Directions  therein  ;  And  in 
Wn  1^1^'"'^  of  any  such  Deputy,  it  is  Our  fxpres"  ' 
^^Lnti  ^  ™''\*''^u^^'?  '^'^^  ^"'^  tl^at  the  Person 
api^onted  to  execute  the  Place,  until  the  Patentee  can 

«nffi^  r<s  **'"T'  and  appoint  another  Deputy,  do  give 
^^sinn  t^^^;^"*^  '°  ^^^  ^**<'"*^'''  °''  in  case  of  Sus! 
hfm  ?„;  ^  P  ^r°°  suspended,  to  be  answerable  to 
ne^tb  Jh  .P™fit\aocruing  during  such  Interval  by 
Death,  or  during  such  Suspension,  in  case  We  shall  think 
fat  to  restore  the  Person  suspended  to  his  Place  again 

executinf  th'^'pi  °"7'"  "'^  ?'''^™^^>  'hat  the  PeCn 
executing  the  Place  during  such  Interval  by  Death  or 
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f»T»T'°«";  ''!'•  Jl°'  •"'  Encouragement,  receive  the 
same  Profits  as  the  Person  dead  or  suspended  did  receive^ 
And  It  IS  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that,  in  case  rf  a 
Suspension  of  a  Patentee,  the  Person  appointed  bv  You 
to  exercise  the  Office  during  such  Suspenston  shall  recd°e 
Suf  to  fuch  Pate^f  *'  .which  wouFd  othe;wisVbe:Z: 
oue  to  such  Patentee,  giving  Security  to  such  Patentee 

We  hjS  fit*°t  ''™/°'  '^'  °'^«'  moiety,  in'cX 
vve^ snail  think  fit  to  restore  him  to  his  Office  affnin  • 
And  It  IS  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  You  do 
Pa^^nf  Offi  ''"'•.g'^t^"  due  Enccaragement  to  aU  Our 
Patent  Officers  m   the  Enjoyment  of  their  leea    and 

accortnT  to'^Th;  f  ^''\'  .^""'"^''^  ^^^  Emotes' 
Patents  """^   ^^"^   °f   thei^ 

Section  25  forbids  Murray  to  grant  any  patent  place 
save  in  accordance  with  Section  24. 

Section  26  excuses  officers  of  the  Customs  from  serving 
as  jurors  or  in  the  militia  "unless  in  case  of  absolute 
necessity. 

Section  27  empowers  Murray  a.  1  his  deputy  to  fill 
vacant  places  in  the  Customs  in  the  absence  of  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Customs. 

28.  And  whereas  We  have  stipulated,  by  the  late 
mh"nr  JT^y  °^  ^'^"^  <"'"^'»ded  'at  Paris  the 
CathnH^^R  i?-''™ry.'l^^^  *°  g^''"*  '''^  Liberty  of  he 
^thohok  Rehgion  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  that 
We  wil    consequently  give  the  most  precise  ;nd  most 

fn  f  h  'JIP'^""'  ""'*  0"'  °«w  Roman  Cathohck  Sublets 
in  that  Province  may  profess  the  Worship  of  their  ReS 

r.w,"^f  ^r  °  *^%^!*"^  "f  ^^^  «°™'«h  Church  rfarafthe 
LTpi°^  Great  Britain  permit ;  It  is  therefore  oL  Will 
and  P  easure..that  You  do  in  all  things  regarding  tbe  sa  d 
Inhabitants,  conform  with  great  Exfctnes"  to  th« 
Stipulations  of  the  said  Treaty  in  this  respect 
Tnf v.*  "*  ^.^'  "^  ^°°"  '^^  possible,  to  summon  the 
Inhabitants  to  meet  togetherf  at  such  Time  or  Times 
Place  or  Places,  as  You  shall  find  most  convenient  Tn 
order  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  make  and 
subscribe  the  Declaration  of  Abjuratiin  monroned  "n 
the  aforesaid  Act  passed  in  the  first  Year  of  the  Reign 
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of  King  George  the  First,  for  the  further  Security  of  His 
Majesty's  Person  and  Government,  and  the  Succession 
of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  the  late  Princess  Sophia, 
being  Protestants,  and  for  extinguishing  the  Hopes  of 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secret 
Abettors  ;  which  Oath  shall  bo  administered  to  them  by 
such  Person  or  Persons  as  You  shall  commissionate  for 
such  Purpose  ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  French  Inhabi- 
tants shall  refuse  to  take  the  said  Oath,  and  make  and 
subscribe  the  Declaration  of  Abjuration,  as  aforesaid. 
You  are  to  cause  them  forthwith  to  depart  out  of  Our 
said  Government. 

30.  And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  all 
such  Inhabitants,  possessing  the  Religion  of  the  Romish 
Church,  do,  at  all  such  Meetings,  or  at  such  other  Time 
or  Times  as  You  shall  think  proper,  and  in  the  Manner 
\  ou  shall  thmk  least  alarming  and  inconvenient  to  the 
said  Inhabitants,  deliver  in  upon  Oath  an  exact  Account 
of  all  Armn  and  Ammunition,  of  every  Sort  in  their  actual 
possession,  and  so,  from  time  to  time,  of  what  they  shall 
receive  into  their  Possession,  as  aforesaid. 

31  You  are  as  soon  as  possible  to  transmit  to  Us,  by 
Our  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  an  exact 
and  particular  Account  of  the  Nature  and  Constitution 
of  the  several  Religious  Communities  of  the  Romish 
Church,  their  Rights,  Claims,  Privileges  and  Property 
and  also  the  Number,  Situation  and  Revenue  of  the 
several  Churches  heretofore  established  in  Our  said 
Province,  together  with  the  Number  of  Priests  or  Curates 
officiating  in  such  Churches. 

32.  You  are  not  to  admit  of  any  Ecclesiastical  Juris- 
diction of  the  See  of  Rome,  or  any  other  foreign  Ecclesi- 
astical Jurisdiction  whatsoever  in  the  Province  under 
your  Government.' 

33.  And  to  the  end  that  the  Church  of  England  may 
'The  question  of  how  the  French  Canadians  were  to  obtain  a  supply 

of  duly  consecrated  pnests  was  for  some  years  left  unsettled.  The 
imperial  Goyornment  «^  not  averse  to  an  arrangement,  but  feared 

bnngmg  the  matter  before  Parliament.  In  1766  the  French  Canadian 
clergy  were  allowed  to  choose  one  of  themselyes  as  Bishop.  Their 
ht.  dlv„lT  ^-  '^™''.\wl«>  "^^  consecrated  in  Paris,  and  who  ailed 
m.t^^  f  ?°"'T  "'"'.  ■""''"''y  ™'^  decorum.      Soo    Kingsford, 
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Ih^^tM^T^f  Kv'''  '"  Principles  and  Practice,  and  that 
embrace  the  Protestant  Beligion,  and  their  Children  be 

■>  ?nl  'nP  '?  '.''"  ?""<='?'««  of  it :  We  do  hereby  declare 
Uto  be  Our  Intention,  when  the  said  Province  sLl  have 
m^WnfT"S.    ^  surveyed,  and  divided  into  Townships, 
Districts,  Precincts  or  Parishes,  in  such  manner  as  slial 
be  hereinafter  du-ected,  aU  possible  Encouragement  sha 
DisfrW»  T  *'>\^'-«''«"§  Protestant  Schools  in  the  slid 
Districts,  Towiiships  and  Precincts,  by  settling,  appoint- 
P^L?     ''""i*'^  P/°P"'   Quantities  of  Land  for  that 
teZnf  M-  -'f  f°'  *  «l«be  and  Maintenance  for  a 
Protestant  Mmister  and  Protestant  Sohool-Masters  ;  and 
You  are  to  consider  and  report  to  Us,  by  Our  Coramis- 
theT„:sJ?''«r^  Plant'ations,  by 'whit  other  meZ 
the  Protestant  Religion  may  be  promoted,  established 
and  encouraged  m  Our  Province  under  your  Gove    ment 
AiHiT'  K    S"  *"■",  '°  ^^^^  ^'P«<""al  Care,   thr     ^od 
Almighty  be  devoutly  and  duly  served  throughout  your 
?  KrTi"*'  ^^^  ^°°^  °f  Common  Prayer,  Is  by  Law 
established,  read  each  Sunday  and  Holydky,  and  thi 

ottrCh'STEngtT^'^^^'^  '""'''''''  '°  *^^  ^'*- 

«.JJ'v^!^''-t''°^^°  P^"^^''  ""y  Pfo'estant  Minister  to 
any  Eoolesiastical  Benefice  in  the  Province  under  your 
Government,  without  a  Certificate  from  the  Right 
Reverend  Father  m  God  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  ' 
of  Z  Ph°^  =°°|o™able  to  the  Doctrine  and  Discipline 

vLsaHnn  A  -?^^"«^''"i^'  """^  e^  ^  S°°'l  Life  and  Con- 
versation ;  And  If  any  Person  hereafter  preferred  to  a 
Benefice  shall  appear  to  You  to  give  Scandal,  either  by 

forW^Remril*'''""''"'  ^""^  ''"  '°  "^  '"^^  "-*  M-- 

Section  36  appoints  each  minister  head  of  the  local 
vestry. 

Section  37  orders  Murray  to  respect  "  the  Ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London." 

„m  f  li""  "^  ^"l^  4^'?  ^^°  °°'°''''''  Cliureh  had  been  more  or  less 

of  ErH^^i^n   l,*°P  'm"""  ^™ri°»°  ""'""'O'-    Inglis,  the  first  Church 
ta  S?r„  ?  n  \°™  ?""'''■•  ""'"'^  '"  IwrMountain.  the  first 

m  the  province  of  Quebec,  in  1793.     See  Mockridge,  The  BUhov,  of 
Canada,  and  Neio/oundland.    1896.  ■^',  .i  ne  jiuiwpt  0/ 
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Section  38  requires  schoolmasters  to  obtain  a  licence 
from  the  Bishop  of  London. 

39  And  You  are  to  take  especial  Care,  that  a  Tahlp  nf 
EnZTh!^*'''"*""*  ^y  the' Canons  of  the  Church  of 
Z^^^  ^  i""^.  "P  ^"  «"  P'«<"^s  of  public  Worehip 
according  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church  of  England.  "^"""'P' 

Section  40  orders  the  suppression  of  "every  species 
of  vice  and  immorality." 

Trtll  ^""^  whereas  it  is  stipulated  by  the  aforesaid 
n«f'^K''*°.'i"^^  *'  P*""  the  10th  Day  of  February 
1763,  that  the  French  Inhabitants,  or  OtW  who  ha vo 
been  Subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  K^e  in  Canada 
sS  think  ^r*  ""  ^T''°'^  •'"^  Safety'wU"  vertty 

well  as  thpTr  ^^^'^'^''  *P?  b™g  "way  their  Effects,  as 
v™i„  *■  ^^^^"^'  without  being  restrained  in  their 
Emigration  under  any  Pretence  whatsoever,  except  that 

lfmi?edfnr7h'T'"'"  F^^^^o^tion.  and  that  the  T*  me 
S*  the  Emigration  shall  be  fixed  to  the  space  of 

Exte«'"r.V^'^°  ^'  '"""P"t^'l  fro™  the  Dafof  the 
iixchange  of  the  Ratifications  of  the  Treaty  •  Yon  «„ 

ttn'tnd  to  tl*'^"«\\" ''°"\™  y-'-«"  ^hi 

aL  iAtend  to  r^r'"'  *^?t  «"''\°f  'he  French  Inhabitants 

do  n  fulhinof      T*'"  "u"^""^  y""'  Government,  they 

Section^  42  orders  the  registration  of  aU  grants  of 
land  by  all  and  every  the  French  inhabitants  in  Our 
said  Province,  who  are  now  possessed  of  Lands  within 
the  said  Province,  in  virtue  of  Grants  or  Concessions 

Peat       rl   ;r"^  °*  '^«  preliminary  Articles  of 
Peace  on  the  third  day  of  November,  1762." 

wh'o^hremfgrSw    S°e'S°  ^^P"'",'!*  "«»rf  to  the  „™b,r 
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Section  43  oi-dains  that  any  irregularity  appearing  in 
such  grants  ia  to  be  reported  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Trade  and  Plantations. 

Section  44  ordains  a  full  survey  of  the  province  ;  "But 
as  the  making  of  such  Survey  will  bo  a  work  of  great 
Length,  You  are  in  the  meantime  to  carry  on  Settlements 
upon  that  Plan,  which  shall  appear  to  You  to' be  most 
expedient  from  the  best  Information  You  can  collect." 

Section  45  ordains  the  laying  out  of  townships,  "  of 
about  Twenty  Thousand  Acres,  having  as  far  as  may  bo, 
Natural  Boundaries  extending  up  into  the  Country,  and 
comprehending  a  necessary  Part  of  the  River  of  St. 
Lawrence,  where  it  can  be  conveniently  had." 

Section  46  orders  him  to  mark  out  a  site  for  a  town  in 
each  township,  "  taking  care  that  the  said  Town  be  laid 
out  upon,  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  some 
navigable  River,  or  the  Sea  Coast;"  and  reserve  land 
"For  erecting  Fortifications,  and  Barracks,  where 
necessary,  or  for  other  Military  or  Naval  Services,  and 
more  particularly  for  the  Growth  and  Production  of 
Naval  Timber,  if  there  are  any  Wood-lands  fit  for  that 
Purpose." 

47.  And  it  is  Our  furtlicr  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  a 
particular  Spot,  m,  or  as  near  each  Town  as  possible 
be  set  apart  for  the  building  a  Church,  and  four  Hundred 
Acres  adjacent  thereto  allotted  for  the  Maintenance  of  a 
Mimster,  and  two  Hundred  for  a  Schoolmaster. 

Section  48  orders  him  to  enjoin  all  possible  speed  on 
the  surveyors. 

Section  49  directs  that  the  surveyors  are  to  "  take  an 
Oath  for  the  due  Performance  of  their  Offices." 

Section  50  ordains  that  grants  of  land  shall  be  given 
only  to  persons  who  prove  "that  they  are  m  a  condition 
to  cultivate  and  improve  the  same,  by  settUng  thereon,  in 
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Proportion  to  the  Quantitj'  of  Aorea  desired,  a  sufficient 
Number  of  White  Persons  and  Negroes."'  All  such 
grants,  "  with  a  faithful  and  exact  Survey  of  the  Lands 
so  petitioned  for,"  are  to  be  registered  at  the  auditor's 
office  within  six  months. 

Section  51  sets  limits  to  the  amount  of  land  which 
may  be  granted  to  one  person  or  family,  and  lays  down 
conditions  as  to  clearing,  improving,  etc. 

82.  And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  in  all 
Grants  of  Land  to  be  made  by  You,  as  aforesaid,  regard 
be  had  to  the  profitable  and  unprofitable  Acres,  so  that 
each  Grantee  may  have  a  proportionable  Number  of  one 
Sort  and  the  other  ;  as  likewise  that  the  Breadth  of  each 
Tract  of  Land,  to  be  hereafter  granted,  be  one  Third 
of  the  Length  of  such  Tract ;  and  that  the  Length  of  each 
Tract  do  not  extend  along  the  Banks  of  any  River,  but 
into  'he  Main  Land,  that  thereby  the  said  Grantees 
may  have  each  a  convenient  Share  of  what  Accommoda- 
tion the  said  River  may  afford  for  Navigation  or  other- 
wise. 

Section  53  orders  him  to  encourage  the  growing  of 
hemp  and  fiax. 

Section  54  orders  the  reservation  to  the  Crown  of  all 
"  Woods  producing  Trees  fit  for  Masting  for  Our  Royal 
Navy,  and  other  useful  and  necessary  Timber  for  Naval 
Construction,"  and  advises  him  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  prohibit  saw-mills  save  under  a 
special  licence  from  himself. 

Section  55  orders  the  reservation  to  the  Crown  of  the 
iron  works  at  St.  Maurice,  in  the  district  of  Three 
Rivers,  and  of  the  adjoining  territory. 

Section  56  orders  the  publication  of  a  proclamation, 

'  Chiefly  owing  to  the  climate,  negro  slavery  never  took  root  in 
Canada.  In  Upper  Canada  it  was  abolished  by  a  law  of  1798  (see 
Kingsford,  op.  cit.,  vii.  426).  In  Lower  Canada  it  was  never  formaUv 
abolished  (see  Garneau,  op.  cit.,  iii.  90). 
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Und8  will  bo  granted  in  Our  said  Province  " 
Sectmn  57  order,  the  filing  of  all  instructions  an.l 

regulations  regarding  land  grants. 

Section  58  orders  the  preparation  of  a  Bill  to  insure 

the  regular  and  effectual  collection  of  quit-rents 
Section  59  orders  the  regular  annual  inspection  of  land 

grants  by  the  Surveyor- Joneral 

strlT^"  '^  v''"'.'"'"    "'"  "'"*'"'''«  ""'J  "-"tain  a 
strict  Friendship  and  good  Correspondence  "  with  the 

preset  """''"''   '^  ""''''"«  *'«""<''  »"«»  d^'iv-lng 
they  are  governed  or  regulated.     And  You  are  nn^n  n^ 

WU  and  P^'  PuTjose  first  obtained ;  It  is  Our  e~ 
t^at  Sur  IL'v'^rDi/''f  ^°l  '^^^  t^'  '"°'*  effectual ^Ja" 

witl'ind'^^at^hrSwX^ucrortt^'^'Vr^^^ 

as  depend  upon  yor.t.Zi:^fh:'c^:i:^'tntZ 

s^rKat-il'-  *'^«  ^^^•''^'°-  presc-^be^ii-C^S^ 

63.  You  are  to  use  your  best  Endeavours  in  improving 
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the  Trade  of  those  Parts,  by  settling  such  Orders  and 
RegulationH  therein,  with  the  Advice  of  Our  said  Council, 
as  may  be  most  acceptable  to  the  Generality  of  the 
Inhabitants.  And  it  is  Our  express  Will  and  Pleasure, 
that  You  do  not,  upon  any  Pretence  whatever,  upon  pain 
of  Our  highest  Displeasure,  give  your  Assent  to  any  Law 
or  Laws  for  setting  up  any  Manufactures  and  carrying 
on  any  Trades,  which  are  hurtful  and  prejudicial  to  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  that  You  do  use  your  utmost  Endeavours 
to  discourage,  discountenance  and  restrain  any  Attempts 
which  may  be  made  to  set  up  such  Manufactures,  or 
establish  any  such  Trades. 

64.  Whereas  by  he  6th  and  6th  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  and  Neutrality  in  America,  concluded  between 
England  and  France  the  6th-16th  Day  of  November  1686, 
the  Subjects  and  Inhabitants  of  each  Kingdom  are  pro- 
hibited to  trade  and  fish  in  all  Places  possessed,  or  which 
shall  be  possessed  by  the  other  in  America ;  and  if  any 
Ships  shall  be  found  trading  contrary  to  the  said  Treaty, 
upon  due  Proof  the  said  Ships  shall  be  confiscated  :  but 
in  case  the  subjec's  of  either  King  shall  be  forced  by 
Stress  of  Weather,  Kr.  jmies,  or  other  Necessity  into  the 
Ports  of  the  other  iu  America,  they  shall  be  treated  with 
Humanity  and  Kindness,  and  may  provide  themselves 
with  Victuals,  and  other  Things  necessary  for  their  Susten- 
ance, and  the  Reparation  of  their  Ships,  at  reasonable 
Rates ;  provided  tb-^y  do  not  break  bulk,  nor  carry  any 
Goods  out  of  their  Ships,  exposing  them  to  Sale,  nor  receive 
any  Merchandize  on  board,  under  Penalty  of  Confiscation 
of  Ship  and  Goods  ;  It  is  therefore  Our  Will  and  Pleasure, 
that  You  signify  to  Our  Subjects  under  your  Government 
the  Purport  and  Intent  of  the  abovesaid  two  Articles ; 
and  that  You  take  particular  Care,  that  none  of  the 
French  Subjects  be  allowed  to  trade  from  their  said 
Settlements  to  the  Province  under  ^our  Government 
or  to  fish  upon  the  Coast  thereof. 

Section  66  gives  regulations  for  the  disposal  of  for- 
feitures and  escheats. 

Section  66  orders  stringent  measures  to  be  taken 
against  pirates,  who  are  to  be  sent  to  New  York  for  trial. 

Section  67  gives  him  the  powers  and  duties  of  "  Vice- 
Adrairal  of  Our  said  Province." 


Tk  . 


CONDUCT  IN  TIME  OF  WAR 


10 
pr.vateern  of     Colours  borne  by  Our  Ships  of  War." 

in  Z  maL:':^'^ O.r.''^?"  great  Irregularities 
to  private  ShipsTwaf^rrr«T„'"  '^'  P'""'""""" 

Our  special  Command      ^  "  "''"''«°«^'".  without 

of  waH^J"  n'7'^  n'f  """  '''"  """^'"^  '^"^  '"  '""" 

woght  to  sink  the  same  .mmediately,  in  Case  of  imminent 
Danger  from  the  Enemy."  ■ramment 

Pla'L™1ntrPlaLlbTs  ?n  ^''  *»'«  Merchants  and 
and  trade  wkh  Our  FnemI  '^l"'"'""'  "^'^  correspond 
them,  to  tJ^  great  fteiuXe  and  h"^  I°te"~  to 

geography  and  prospects  of  the  country,  of  its  popula' 
tjon  and  of  the  "Nature,  Form  and  Constitution''  of 
the  land  tenure,  civil  government,  and  system  of  judica- 
ture under  French  rule.  i^^va 

73    You  are  from  time  to  time  to  send  unfn  TT=    i 
Our  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Pl.nfff;  .'  ^^ 

rn'^abftin^^-^-^^^^^ 

aU  Persons  born,  christened  and  burtl  ^'=''°""'  "^ 

MacmUlai,  1906).         """""»  ^»«  '^Ih  Colomat  Oovenm  (2  vol>. ; 


f  r  .• 


iiittp''''-^iiiugir 


in 


IN..miIfTt()N8  TO  (JOVKRNOK  MUKKAV 


MiTtion    74  i.rdrm   liiiii  to  mmd  every  nix  montliH  n 
full  lu-cDunl  In  diiplloatp  of  all  fortH,  f<.rtlHo«tion(i,  nnii 

IIAVul   Htliri-H. 

7«,  Y..II  nn.  from  timo  to  tlm«  to  rIvo  an  Account, 
what  StrrnKth  your  Npi«lilH>iirH  Imvo  l.y  8<.ft  nnd  UnU 
niul  of  the  (Viii.litioM  of  th.-ir  I'liuitn'tloiw,  ami  what 
U)rr(>H[Hiii<|pnc('  Voii  krpp  with  tlipiii. 
„,"";  -V"*  in  '•nw'  of  any  l)i«trpH«  of  any  other  of  Our 
I  lantationii  Noil  «hall.  u|H)M  A(ipllention  of  the  r.'«iM-etlvo 
(.ovemoiT.  thereof  unto  you,  iwHmt  them  with  what  Aid 
the  (ondition  and  Safety  of  Our  Province  under  Your 
(jovemnipnt  can  npare. 

Section  77  Rives  him  fidl  power  to  <leal  with  any  apoclnl 
ea«e«  not  included  in  tluwe  inntruotions,  "provided 
always  that  You  do  not.  l.y  Colour  of  ony  Power  or 
Authority  hereby  given  You.  commence  or  declare  War 
without  our  Knowledge  and  particular  Commands 
therein." 

Section  78  orders  him  not  to  remain  constantly  in 
Quebec,  but  to  visit  all  parts  of  liis  government. 

79.  And  whereos  great  Prejudice  may  happen  to  Our 
herv.eo.  and  the  Security  of  the  ProvineeVby  your 
Absence  from  those  Parts,  Vou  are  not,  upon  any  Pretence 
^hf^rJT  ^  T"  *"*f  .Europe,  witn'otit  having  rZ 
obtamed  Le^ye  for  so  doing  from  Us  under  Our  Sign 
Manual  and  Signet,  or  l.y  Our  Order  in  Our  Privy  Counc.T- 
Yet  nevertheless  m  case  of  Sickness,  You  may  go  to 
South  Corohna,  or  any  other  of  Our  Southern  Plantations, 
and  there  stay  for  stich  Space  as  the  Recovery  of  you; 
Heolth  may  absolutely  require.  ^ 

Section  80  gives  rules  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  govern- 
ment in  case  of  his  absence  or  death. 

Section  81  ordains  thot  in  his  absence  half  the  salary 
shall  go  to  his  substitute. 

82.  And  You  are  upon  all  Occasions  to  send  unto  Our 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  only,  a  p^ouC 


iiHL.  ir -iK' 


rlllJi^€UPIill^^ 


I'KRIODin  RRPORTN  „ 

to  Our  S<.cr.!tiirv  .iV  „,""""",'"  ""  ;""»  ''»<«  trntiHrn  t 
OrdoTH.  ^^"'"^  lro<,ocdingH  rolnlivo  to  huoli 
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THE  QUEBEC  ACT 

This  Act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  making  more  Effectual 
Provision  for  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
in  North  America,"  was  brought  before  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  on  May,  2,  1774,  and  passed 
without  any  opposition  on  May  17.  From  May  26  till 
June  13  it  was  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Several  witnesses  were  heard  by  the  House,  sitting  in  Com- 
mittee, and  some  unimportant  amendments  were  made. 

The  extracts  which  follow  from  the  debates  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  from  the  evidence  given  there,  are 
taken  from  the  volume  published  at  London  in  1839  by 
J.  Wright,  from  the  shorthand  notes  of  Sir  Henry  Caven- 
dish, who  was  from  1768  to  1774  Member  for  Lostwithiel. 
The  original  is  among  the  Egerton  Manuscripts,  in  the 
British  Museum. 

On  May  26  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  was 
begun  by  Thomas  Townshend,  later  Viscount  Sydney 
who  twitted  the  Ministry  with  their  slowness  in  intro- 
duomg  the  BiU,  and  poked  fun  at  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown,  who  were  supposed  to  be  extremely  lukewarm 
in  its  favour. 

The  defence  of  the  BiU  was  undertaken  by  Lord  North 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  thj 
Exchequer : 


-ti-lte-^iii^^T^JM 


INCREASE  OF  TERRITORY  23 

The  first  thing  objected  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
ii^:     iT*'''  *^®**  extent  of  territory  given  to  the  province. 
Why,  he  asks,  is  it  so  extensive  1     There  are  added,  un- 
doubtedly, to  it  two  countries  which  were  not  in  the 
onpnal  hmits  of  Canada,  as  settled  in  the  proclamation  of 
1763  ;  one,  the  Labrador  coast,  the  other,  the  country 
westward  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  and  a  few  scat- 
tered posts  to  the  west.    Sir,  the  addition  of  the  Labrador 
coast  uas  been  made  in  consequence  of  information  re- 
ceived from  those  best  acquainted  with  Canada,  best 
acquamted  with  the  fishery  upon  that  coast,  who  deem  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  that  fishery, 
that  the  Labrador  coast  should  no  longer  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  government  of  New  York,  but  be  annexed  to 
that  country.    With  respect  to  the  other  additions,  three 
questions  very  fairly  occur.     It  is  weU  known  that  settlers 
are  m  the  habit  of  going  to  the  interior  parts  from  time  to 
time.    Now,  however  undesirable,  it  is  open  to  Parliament 
to  consider,  whether  it  is  fit  that  there  should  be  no  govern- 
ment in  the  country,  or,  on  the  contrary,  separate  and 
(hstinot  governments;  or  whether  the  scattered  posts 
should  be  annexed  to  Canada.    The  House  of  Lords  have 
thought  proper  to  annex  them  to  Canada  ;  but  when  we 
consider  that,  there  must  be  some  government,  and  that 
It  IS  the  desire  of  all  those  who  trade  from  Canada  to  those 
countries,  that  there  should  be  some  government,  my 
opmion  is,  that  if  gentlemen  will  weigh  the  inconveniences 
of  separate  governments,  they  will  think  the  least  incon- 
vement  method  is  to  annex  those  spots,  though  few  in 
population  great  m  extent  of  territory,  rather  than  to 
leave  them  without  government  at  aU,  or  make  them 
separate  ones.    Sir,  the  annexation  Ukewise  is  the  result 
of  the  desire  of  the  Canadians,  and  of  those  who  trade  to 
those  settlements,  who  think  they  caimot  trade  with  safety 
as  long  as  they  remain  separate. 

The  honourable  gentleman  next  demands  of  us,  Will  you 
extend  into  those  countries  the  free  exercise  of  the  Romish 
religion  ?  Upon  my  word.  Sir,  I  do  not  see  that  this  bill 
extends  it  further  than  the  ancient  limits  of  Canada  ;  but 
'i''i.  v"'*^  '*°  ^°'  "^®  country  to  which  it  is  extended  is 
the  habitation  of  bears  and  beavers  ;  and  all  these  regula- 
tions, which  only  tend  to  protect  the  trader  as  far  as  they 
can  protect  him,  undoubtedly  cannot  be  considered 
oppressive  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the 
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council  to  choose  thKrco.^?-tr„n^'*^T"°'r'* 
own  laws  entirely.  You  must^Pll  th  T  °  "^T^  *•>«'■" 
thev  arp  fn  fot/  *u  •    j        *  '^"  **"""  from  what  laws 

Sm  Instructions  to  Mu^j,  §  ji!"°  "'*  ''°'°"""  '^  »*"!«  thereof." 


Ljsrmj-JK 


CIVIL  LAW  gg 

that  oteand  """utt'^'J^^'  "'  '"'^'^^-  -^  »<" 

shall  requ  re     It  h^  aa  the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
lawyere   that  t^«  hf  f      "  '^^  °P'"'°"  "'  ^<"y  "a^y  abli 

thraw^^^t^fs^ra^irtS"'  thj3YappinL  ^ 

relates  to  their  own  pSJ  ons  tL7"  ^*''-'"  ^'"'  "^ 
marked  out  to  them  at  the  Hmr^V.w"^  possessions  were 
those  poBsessionsrtLotf;"v^4'*tta=  'AS^^ 
W  mrbe  t^eTa'n'  t^  /tT l^^  ^le" CnT 
portions^or  S  t^  Save  tKl^A  ^"*  '^  P"^'""'"' 
are  a  part  of  our  noliHp.fT!  i^^*"^^'  ^^"®  ourselves 

law      ThL  political  law,  and  a  part  of  our  criminal 

of  Supremacy^-  '"  "^P^'^''^  ^°''''''''«"  i°  the  Act 

I  dare  say,  Sir,  I  have  not  given  a^  answer  to  many  of 

islo'^'d Sodded  by^tS^fr,:,^,  ttoT'T  *  C"™'  "■"««*  - 
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the  questions  put  to  me  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ■ 
nor  do  I  recoUect  whether  I  have  explained  what  I  take 
to  be  the  purpose  of  the  present  bill.  It  certainly  rives 
to  the  Canadians  many  of  their  laws  and  customs ;  which 
Jaws  and  customs  can  be  safely  given  to  them.  If  altera- 
tion in  those  laws  and  customs  should  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, there  is  a  legislature  established,  which  wiU  be  ready 
to  make  those  alterations.  In  a  general  plan  of  govern- 
ment, It  IS  not  possible  to  enter  into  a  detaU  of  what  is 
proper  or  what  is  improper,  in  Canada :  it  must  be  left 

i^^«  *?.•**",■■*  S?  *"^  'P°'  *°  consider  all  their  wants 
and  difficulties.!    The  present  bill  will  give  laws,  the  prin- 
cipal laws,  from  which  the  legislature  ought  to  take  their 
departure— criminal  law,  civil  law,  poUtical  law.    That  is 
the  purpose  of  the  bUl.     It  has  appeared  to  be  the  best 
plan  that  could  at  present  be  devised  ;  and  it  requires  and 
deserves  the  immediate  attention  of  the  House.    The 
honourable  gentleman  asks,  why,  before  it  was  introduced 
into  me  House  of  Lords  immediately  after  Easter   full 
notice  was  not  given,  that  it  would  come  down  here  ? 
bir,  we  are  not  to  blame  for  the  omission  :  there  is,  how- 
ever, abundance  of  time  to  go  through  the  bill,  to  correct 
to  approve   or  to  amend  it.     His  Majesty's  message  re- 
commended Parhament  to  take  up  the  subject :»  tid  as 
soon  aa  It  waa  in  a  fit  state  to  be  laid  before  the  other 
House  I  am  confident  the  noble  lord  brought  it  forward. 
&ir,  the  honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  limit  the  bill 
m  pomt  of  time.    That  will  be  a  proposition  for  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  :  it  is  not  now  proper  to  be  entertained. 
U  you  mean  to  have  the  bUl  exist  even  but  for  a  year,  you 

r„  nf.^f  ■  "IT  ?  'T"^  ""*•  "^^^  1"^*'°°  of  duration 
is  a  question  that  will  come  on  hereafter  ;  it  is  not  a  proper 
one  for  the  present  moment.    I  own  I  shaU  not  be  for  a 

T„'./?I"-J,T'*  P'^."*'"'""'"'™^*^  "lis  principle  further  than 
faU  J?^?,  tTl:  '^^■"r^i  'hat  those  on  the  s^t  Sd  ^Te 
l^lrZZ^'J:^}^.^^''"^  'he  Indians:  -The  greafmaxhu  to  b' 


- —  r_..„   „.   uc^u,^  „,in  ,ne  inoians:  "The  areat  inaxun   to  ho 

oC^t^^V  i  ^?l  "^  ^°  "  ''.?'.""■  ™  "■«  »P»»  'han  those  at  a  tot^ce 
,  Ji   T,^"*  "°''°'  ■""  POMibly  do  it  for  them."  ""siance 

II„„2?%  r  *'  ""  '  T.^"**"  ?'  'he  Itb  of  March,  had  called  upon  the 
rh^rSe-rntfi^fe^Sriia^^^^^^^^ 


mukk^^i*- 
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S&:J;^„""'^«  *'>^'"  »"-  -  '°-  y-  "n  S 

u«o„  f  !n^P  v,!"\''^8?'  "''*""'  delivering  my  opiK 
hpS^  '  ^  """"""^  8"''"«  "  «*  """Oh  opposition  Mc^ 
be  given  by  a  single  negative.  Having  prefaced  th^ 
much,  It  will  be  proper  for  me  to  starfhore^ns  that 

sure  It  18  to  be  coUeoted,  from  what  feU  from  the  nobh^ 
wheihfr  th'"''  *°  '^^  honourable  gentlem^s  quesUon 
^  be  ou^mJ'^  T^^^  *°  ^''  "  P^^anent  meLre  or 

was  not  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  that  i^hoiad  h« 

t'^reZg^efitrnrothr  '-'^  **  ^  A^^'r^. 
t\rbS?r-»anrs:-a£«S^^^^^^^^ 

b";L'l--Xr'f,'^  r'th^e-bmt  ^-7  5he  w 

^'Lr  rT  H^'*°"orde^!^rr^  p-ris 
rws:rrtrnst*fu:^^^^^^^^^ 

them  ten  years  ago  ;  to  take  that  constitutioXm  them 
and  to  give  them  another  in  the  place  of  it.     Cve  sS' 

^Z:  ThX"  '  Xr  ?^  "  '^'''  *°  ^^''  ^''^  what  C  bl^ 

pSAo^grv^lii  tsxi  o^f  iif  ra;;r:c 

no  such  wish  na«  been  commum*cated  to  this  House  and 
If  any  servant  of  government  in  that  count^ T^'sent 
home  a  representation  to  that  effect,  suchTepTesXtfnn 
18  equally  unknown  to  me,  and  I  apprehend  to  Aere,t  of 
members  of  this  House ;  but  if  an'|  such  repVesenUtion 


•J^^m 
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CuT/'t:  Zt^'n'^f.'  '^'•^?°'"-     The  Lt'o'^^^ct  rffho 
Sfr^?r*K-     *'"^<'°"nt'y  to  say,  was  not  Canada.    Now 

amt^7vf^l.  not  without  an  inclination  to  think 

rn^te,^    ^t  Zh^  m""'"*  ''I  '°  8'^«  '*  *"«'k  to  its  old 

"ken  Krf  T-  ^^'"8  '^'""-^'''d  that  we  were  m.s^ 
Pr "hi  tttu^^^;  in^ti^c^r  Jj-  ^The"  """^""^ 

?ftfceta^-^^iS£3S 

bad     Thn  nhiU  ;=  \''""Jecture  that  it  means  comethinir 
thT' Crown     h^f     t^^^  ^  *,  »'0>«>daiy  confirmed  bf 

subsistingadisputrahouft^r^e^^et'ft^^^^^^ 

m  17?4  (if  Sgl'l'?l!,\'.1r8f  l^«, ,7^'  M.ssaohu,.tt,.  p.sed 
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never  discussed  stUJ  Ices  decided  :  and  wlien  tliis  bill  shall 
becomo  a  law  those  colonists  will  then  Icam,  that  this 
Parlmment,  at  this  hour,  have  decided  this  dispute,  with! 

the  S's"*'  ^^"*^  ^'"-  ^""^  '''*''°"*  ^^"^e 

ris^nfiirf ''f  P  ""^  T^P'.^  '"•'  ^^^  "^"^  Ohio  takes  its 
vfn.  f  ??''°-  P«"?«ylv*"i».  and  runs  through  the  pro- 
vince of  Virginm  ;  that,  supposing  myself  wafking  down 
the  nver,  all  the  country  to  the  right,  which  is  at  this 

7Z^  tr^"  1  *«i'r'"<=«  °f  Virfinia,  ha^te^ntopped 
fnr  wT  iw^  P"*v  ■  ''^""'"^^  '"^^^"^  "  part  Of  Canida  • 
for  we  tell  them,  the  instant  they  pass  that  river,  which  b^ 

f  or  evir'f  °'  '^  ♦l'""^''  ^^^y  ""^y  P«^^-  that  matter  is  now 
for  ever  at  rest ;  the  moment,  say  we,  you  get  bevond  that 
nver,  you  are  in  the  condition  m  which  t£  b¥Zf^se 
tT.PZf^  •  *^  I?<ii'">  finds  himself  out  of  the^protec! 
tiou  of  that  law  under  which  he  was  bred.    Sir  do  we 
So™  the  Propnetors  of  the  next  province,  Indiani,  weU  » 
S-ome  of  them  are  resident  in  this  country.     I  apprehend 
at  this  very  hour,  they  are  unapprized  of  this  bilf  to  stop 
tnem     To  decide  upon  questions  without  exactly  knowing 
whether  su«h  questions  are  existing,  is  an  obvious^injustic  * 
it  ^  „K^.^H     <.^«  the  country,  this  is  the  inconvenience  : 
ihe  nnZ  f    *K^  ^^^V°  ^^""^  ^^«"'«^  P°«'«  °f  arms  from 
f,,nJ^       *  2  *^^  ^°"*''-    ^""^^  ""^y  he  erected,  and  la" 
^^U^^l^^  '  *'°T  "^y  he  convened,  and  la^ully  con- 
vened, whenever  there  is  occasion  to  use  them,  to  take 
possession  of  aU  the  EngHsh  colonies.    This  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  danger,  which  tlis  extent  of  territory  threatens. 
These  are  the  mischiefs  ;  and  I  should  be  glad  now  to  leaS^ 
tertto  v^'  ^tZ  n"'v>l"1'"*^*°  ^^  e£FectedV  this  extend 
ar^„T^         }   ""'"i"  '"'"'*  «ay8,-it  is  to  comprise  a  few 
straggling  posts,  under  some  form  of  government.     If  I 
should  admit  the  necessity  of  so  comprising  a  few  strae- 

tl^.  ^?f\^°^.  l',.¥°^'  that  this  is  a  foL  of^vem- 
ment  fit  to  be  estabUshed  ?    Does  it  foUow,  from  any  1^1 

EnXh'  I^?,^'^''^  tr.'f  ^'  '°  ^tensl™  ?  or  t/aThe 
Enghsh  settlers  should  likewise  be  involved'  What 
objections  are  there  to  making  more  settlements  ?'  What- 
ever they  are,  they  will  be  found  trivial,  compared  to  the 
go veSmTnt.      '"^^  ^"^  "^'  ''^°''  ^"8*°"  ^  this  form  of 

fnr^iT^T  '"*."'  f  «•  Sif'.^hat  is  the  form  of  government, 
for  the  sake  of  which  this  bill  is  to  be  supported.    The 
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:f  '• 


toleration  should  be  aiven  to  tht.™  I,'^^'  l       ,     '"°* 
going  further  into  the  .nhLf  7.  !?.  J"?'^**-     ^''^out 


of  l..ngland  seems  to  be  preferable  to  tfie 

OOi    It    VOUr    Ohimit     ia    fn    -.-l..    If 


that  the  religion  m 

religion  of  France    if"vnV,r  "^k-'^V"  "°.*"'"''™'"^  "^"'he 

S^-::aisSrSirr-^ 
rxr^^ijon^^Tr^rr^^^^^ 

pursuance  If  tL'  pr,x,lamat  1  Z'  '^  •  °  "'  «°"*  ^'^"'^  '" 
but  the  bill  irives  th^mZ '«'  T^^  P^*  encouragement ; 
the  Roman  SlholicreliZ.  ^'t  7^'  ">*"•  *°  "^taW^h 
religion  ?  I  oon^rve  so*^^  LTk*^  'S w?*^  ^^^  ^^^^t^nt 
in  tt  terms  of  the  bill      '  d^fn^tion  is  founded 

prJmL"d  b^  lttSy*of\':r"^'-"^«  °'  '«"«-"  -» 
proclamation  Does  the  nohirrT  ^'"T"^  by  the 
pves  them  nothing  more^If'thi°nll"^  *5'".,^'^«  '''" 

some  gentleman  would  do  the  TTn,,=o  fi.  *  ™  '  ^  ""^^ 
them,  what  is  the  extent  of  fh»Ti^?* '*^°"' '°'°f°™ 
Roman  Cathohc  clergy  I  take  ?e^^  T^  •*""'  °^  ^^^ 
under  the  denomination  of  r«f^  r  ?  '°  '"PP^^  *•»«'. 
rights  and  duesZlnTud°ed''th1"note;f/  ^'^^°P«' 
IS  no  papal  jurisdiction.  I  wish  to  h«  t„M  W'.*^?"<' 
authority  by  which  he  becomes  a  bthoo  1'  ^^t^  "'  '?^ 
becomes  such  by  consecration  in  France  ^^but,  Li  to' 


..-%rk  4  '^  .*  ir 


r*    11 


THE  REAL  ORIOTN  OF  THE  BILL  3i 

«ay,  that  they  3  dfsotn  if    C  ^''^^ '"/  *"''*  '*''^«  '° 

diametrioaUy  opDoStetnTh„K?iiiu    *""."«  "*"  '"'  """•« 
general.     I  knorh^f.K      opinions   upon    things    in 

Wish  subjects  the  sS^'^f ''bi^tZg^htirlll t^Tu^" 
0.  triVrX!'  '""  "'""'*'  "  ""»"  «■«  ""•'J'"  "«""  in  favour' 

abolish  the  French  law  «ca^t*  ^th  '^.'0^^  ?""'«?■  '""*  P"po«ed^ 
wa»  an  able  and  hone.t  mSn  to  htf  ^  "  ""4  S'<>I«'-'y-  Ma»*rea 
prejudiced  bin,  agatost  the  French  c^'atoT™"'  *''°™'  "'""'''''•' 


z^  „r 
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Sir,  th<.  moHt  vivlualilc  of  their  civil  riRhtH  ih  taken  from 

■WrvclH^  'ttt  ;  e  hI"  "»""--'>'<'.«-•'<-«"  ne"«r"r 
<  iwrvcH  thiit  the  Hnl>ea8  Torpus  ih  among  th.Mo  eivil 
nghtH.  I«  that  among  the  Uwh  of  Canada  ?  I  doTot 
know  wlmt  they  are  I  cannot  put  question,.  I  cannot 
««•  any  man  hore  who  wouM  be  wartanted  in  givhig  mo 
an  nnHwer,  if  I  did  ask  quentionH  about  t ho.,,,  unknown 
luw«  o  Cuiada.  We  know,  however,  ho  much  o  t  h"  m 
a^  to  know  that  th..y  ur..  a,lopted  from  Franco  The 
CanadiariH  brought  them  from  France-  and  is  it  not 
among  tho,elawH,  that  the  governor  r^a;  ile  a  iHr^dl 

^Le,1  n  kn?^  7  i"-"  •if  P'-T"'  '°  "hut  up  whom  he 
pleases  ('     I  know  lettres   de   cachet   are   issued    atrainst 
pen,o:«  „ot  charged  of  any  crin.e  ;  not  even TrpeTd  o 
any     some  reasons  have,  notwithstanding,  operated  to 
niake  a  man  mv.s.blo  for  a  time.    This  law  of  Fronce  I 

laws  o?Ena  r.""'""*'^  '"  ^T"^"  ^y  "•!»  bill.  B^  the 
vi^uf  ^"S'""'''  »  "•»"  ""ly  finrt  his  remedy  :  the  laws  of 
ertZ  ^""P""  "I  """""P  *he  laws  of  Eligland  :  they 
Misted  at  eommon  law  ;  in  some  instances,  they  are  made 
more  beneficial  by  the  statute  law.     But  when  thc^aws 

slme":':  ^^^lll'^of  "■  '"  '"  7'''''  '"  '"™'»h  rcdr^^s  Z 
same  laws  will,  of  course,  refuse  any  redress      la  thi»  n 

InyVa^'XheaT^P'^  of  Canadai  a  sTtuatio^  which' 
self »  WlTether  th^  T  *w  ''  ''''"'^'*'"  *°  ^  '""  '"  ^im- 
^dtothfin.,™K  ,lT'*"'*  •'°""''"  •"«  authority  to 
add  to  the  number  of  those  laws— whether  those  laws  are 
the  groundwork,  as  the  noble  lord  says,  rcon?o^m?tv 
l^Hv^e  "•"■  .r"'**"8  *°  'he  plan  sent  to  hem  tWs  S 

^d  temnTr'^f  VV*^^**'*  '°  T^^  "''^  l"^'.  '"  the  ^rit 
Mid  temper  of  the  old  ones— I  trust  that  those  gentlemen 

™eLr  T\  '"""^'"K  '"  ^'""^^'  t"  "  district  olTwsTra" 
mense  extent,  a  constitution  of  this  nature  will  „oVbo 
tCri  ?b"™'^  arguments  in  favour,  either  of  aboUshing 
1  se^  afso^Th  7  °f  .^'"hlishing  the  laws  of  France  ^ 
goveredbv'a  Wi  I  ^'  ''°""*'^  ''  henceforward  to  be 
ftlf^*  X  'f8'»'«t'T  council,  consisting  of  seventeen 
at  least,  and  not  more  than  twenty-three.     The  eovernor 

Corpus  Aot!        ■  ™  ''^'"  ""''^'■'"^  moperativo  by  tfo  IlaW 
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Th«  minister  hoM'^ZLltodVbutT"*  v"  '''••P''""'""- 
inhabitants  at  Iuh  dSal     1^     "^'I'  ■  *?"  *'"  «"«»  ">« 

appr..h<.nHi„n,  Sir  if  thoK^n^TL  •  "'H  '""''"»<"••  In  my 
"f  the  country,  t ..  oondU  Cn  oHtT"  nVt  '"K'"'"'"^ 
whonthegovomoriHDutin  wl^n^l  "*""'<'  ''"  '"'ttiT  than 
Sir,  thJbill  nroZ™oHt«nfr '"''^''"''''•'»h'''P°*«'■• 
with  ™te„«ibloKS  tTnnotfS"'';  Y  '"  P'«8"'"'t 
anv  body,  abroad  or  at  home  MU^^""^  ""  r°*<^  ''i' 
able  gentleman  received  ,Th;  ^" '^».  »""«""•  the  honour- 
bill  th\t  came  fromThetXe'ofCr"  Tth't*'-'"  "  " 
stance  alone  ih  a  sufficient  ii.^^.1  «  .    '""  oiroum- 

any  argument,  to  We  th^tm  i  lC'"«»iV  r'"'""' 
concurrence  of  this  House  h„tfL°  '".<'"*'"<"1  to  the 
reason  is  thought  neo^sa^  .hln  k"""*/":?*  more  like  a 
shall  be  glad  tohaveaSdtochLS!  ^'"^  '■"  ^^'"' ''  =  ^ 
then  Sir,  I  shall  certaiSy  k" ve  t ht  bT  /  °S'°.'°"-  ^ntil 
The  Attorneu-OenfrnJ^r     j  ?  .     *  <^e<"ded  negative. 

pose  that  the  bounds  Sr^dem^  """'">"  "  ^^"y  «»P- 
any  English  settlement      Tti^  embrace,  m  point  of  fact, 

read  thi  FreTh  hfstory  *thlt  the-^^Jf'"^  '""''  '^  T" 
neither  are,  nor  ever  we™'  th.  K  !■  ^^'\^  presented 
(Canada,  as 'stated  by  The  Prlnoh  buUe°/  '^'  P"??'"'*'  °' 
a  point  of  view  more  serious      T'.ef  us  consider  it  in 

listed  as  an  English  prov^oe  TO«  H  """"'der  it  estab- 
that  this  bill  trenches  onn=ti  i?i  '^°""'  ''*«  *««"  told 
the  other  ohar^S  pro^'TL""?  '^  <""''»  »' 
extremely  familiar  Jith^h°f,\     **?  °?*  P'*'«nd  to  be 

Pennsylvania  hlTn^^^r  W  stted*"*.  ^"^  ^  "F^''^""'' 
pnetors  to  go  one  acre  of  S  ^'thin  th^  „*^-  "('^Pfo- 
new  province.  With  regard  t^^f I  *"«  P««"nots  of  this 
ments.thereisnodoubUhl?™,-  "■■  "^^^^  govem- 
of  Pennsylvania  have  arisen  ,rr°';r°".'^''  *^  ">«  north 
h^  been  stated^  a^d  alloZl  b^  H*  t!r'  ^°""'^  =  ""'» this 
Council ;  which    I  sunZ!    ^  »■?  Majesty  in  his  Privv 

ducing  the  f  inT^pirt":?  ttbnr'"^^^'  '"*"!.- 
to  the  more  southern  nart  nfthll.K  .^^*'^  ''e«ard 
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to  what  i.  called  the  Endlea  Mountaini,  Juat  in  a  nook 

1  '"'nP^irr'"'  °iy''pi»-  I  know  of  none  that^er 
pretended  to  exceed  tfiat.'  Upon  the  conque.t  of  thi. 
country  what  wa«  it  incumbent  to  advice  the  King  to 
dp  with  rcpeot  to  it  ?  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  th^ 
hwtory  of  the  iamous  proclamation  of  1 76S ;  which,  though 
not  an  act  of  Parliament,  fares  pretty  much  a.  ill  a.  thi, 
Snh^*^  *"'  appear,  to  do;  for  1  think  it  meet,  with 
nobody  to  avow  it  The  proclamati.m  certainly  gave  no 
order  whatever  with  re«poct  to  the  constitution  of  Sanada 
l!.^^""'2'  •''',7"«' *"  n<"  the  finished  composition  of  a 
very  considerable  and  respectable  person,  whom  I  will  not 
name,  but  went  unfirushe^^om  his^ands,  and  remaK 
good  while  unhnishcd  m  the  hands  ,f  those  to  whom  it  waa 

l°Z^'^  "^'r^'^t-  ^.'  P'°''*«''«  t°  '"kc  no  care  of  Th" 
constitution  of  Canada :  it  states  all  the  acquisitions,  both 
of  the  peopled  countrie.  and  barren  territories-the  latter 
being  many  hundred  times  larger  than  the  former-wUoh 

ThZ  " ti^*  '"  """  "":'".*  °i  *•"> '"'  *"  ;  ">d,  speaking  of 
them  all  in  general,  it  declares  to  mankindfthat  his 
Majesty  thought  proper  to  divide  them  into  cirtain  dis- 
tinct  and   separate  governments ;   that   it   waa   in   his 

^Ti^'i^T'^'^P'"'"."  ^°  »''«  "»«"  "  constitution,  like 
that  wliich  had  been  given  to  the  other  ooloniee,  as  soon 

S'nlo™-"'!IT'"lT  °^  "'^  ""'""y  *0"'d  ^dniit  o  it ;  and 

LllT^  '"  """'f"'  "T*^''?  '°  '"^"»  *•>««  to  settle, 
that  in  the  meaji  time  tliey  should  have  the  benefit  of 
the  laws  o  England.  So  ran  the  proclamation.  Now 
Sir,  a  proclamation  conceived  in  this  general  form  and 
^SFv  h  »*?  ^9f  tries  the  most  distant?  not  mstoatl^n 
only,  but  m  kstory,  character,  and  constitution,  from  each 

corpUeTtHh."™""""''  "'^'-  *'""'"'  '"'""8  council,  iro2ghuo''b„' 
But  tnere  o»n  be  no  doubt  that  this  annexation  to  Cannd«  n»  .h. 

=rr»^u^^3L.txtbrJ±s^t£^^^^^^ 
?:ri^°t]2;M&^-^fSsS^^ 
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l^^A-'T^L'  ss'/r -n^ -r  r  T 1^  -'^^ 

peopled  before,  yet  "(it  iBtnL""'-'."""?  »"  """^  "»» 
thatperve^  ooMtn'ZnXiT't''^  according  to 
coMidored  a.  cr^at^a  an  EnaH.h  ".'!'  "•■  "  "  «  '"be 
be  considered  a«  im^Ltin^  k^i^r  constitution  ;  if  it  is  to 
•l"«Jy  .ettled,  and  Kabitullfv  !  •"  '»*» '°»o  •  country 
take  it  to  be  in^t  of  the  1*  ''T"*'>  °'''«''  '**■'.  I 
oniellest  tyranny  that  a  M  ^^^^  *"**  abaurdeat  aid 

over  a  con'^ue^S' oouit'ryTrrblc"^^  ?*"  ^"^''^'^ 
of  hidtoryr,  and  I  defv  vZ.  t  "^"loack,  Sir,  to  every  paire 

which  a^onquerorteSt  totflc'e  ."'''  %*'"«'"'  ™tajci  ?n 
province,  by  one  rough  8trol,efL?y/''T  *  conquered 
tion.  the  whole  of  the?r  laws  ,.n'H„,  T*?".'*  ?'  "•«'■•  """""t"- 
impoae  a  new  idea  of  riihTanS  wr.?'"'',  '^"^  L'^«^'  "^^  "> 
not  discern  the  mearu.  of  f  h^  7u  "«•  °'  *'''<''»  'bey  could 
at  a  loss,  andTeTanix  ""''■''"''"''"''' ""^''^era-'clve* 
could  aflford,  in  orSerTolXTtr**"!  "•*"  '"dividual^ 
were  right  or  wrong  •    ThM  ^^  a  soT'^  *,''*"""•  ">«y 
beheve,  was  never  yet  pr^tTs«!    »„?  °'<=""'"y  wbich,  I 
My  notion,  wfth  reL™thT«  '  ^.   "7'"'.,?"«ht  to  be. 
throw  out  as  crude  Kenera     7„  Itf;  ^  w"  I™*"'"  »» 
fully,  would  requirrmnr»  !)•  •    *"**'' '"'°  the  subject 

.ucUdebat/S  thLwS  ad 'itTf'°"M'"'"  *•''•'  "■""'«  <>' 
■8  a  change  of  sovereignty      Yo„  L  ^^  "°"°n  "•  that  it 
you  acquired  a  new  dS  •  h,.?  ^1^"^  "■  new  country  ; 
of  conquest,  as^iCv^ou  'a  nZ".  ^°  "°i  "*»*"  '»"'  ^^t 
That  would  be  sTavr^Cd  evTi  °  ^^"^  ""^  "^attlls. 
make  the  acquisittonTither  aSL°""  '^^     ^"  °'^'''  *° 
to  be  the  line  that  oueht  toTi  f  n  "^  T"""*'  this  seems 
change    those   laws   oSv    wh^J     w*'*-y°"  ""J^t  to 
sovereignty,   and  in  &  ^U       'l*'^   '°   *''«   ^'enoh 
should  ^relate  rthe  new  sofen"''f '^*^  '"*«  *hich 
all  other  laws,  aU  other  cn.tnlf^i^      "'  '''*''  '""'^P*'''*  to 
which  are  indifferent  to  Z  stateTf   '^"."''""f  ^'^^*«-«^' 
humanity,  justice  and  wMom  em,!n  ^^"'' "?•* '"''^"'isn. 
you  to  leave  them  tothT^eople  ,&  T^^""  *°  ""^^^ 
happiness  depends  upon  ft    their  »n     -^^^  '^^'■^-    T^«"' 
-ereign  depU  up^"  ft.'  t.^  ^tepVeneTr": 

Z-^pen'C'fll^t^^^-l/fl^^^^^.  Can.,Ml  ..  HaU,  1774,  i„ 
W.  Houston.  -^  '*"  '^'""•*''n  Comtitution.    Edited  by 
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conquest  ?    This  proclamation  being  sent  out  in  the 
manner  mentioned,  was  not  addressed  to  the  Canadians 
If  It  be  true,  that  his  Majesty  may,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  law,  or  pursuant  to  the  history  of  the  law  of  this 
country,  umversaUy  and  uniformly— (there  is  not  an  ex- 
ception to  the  contrary)— give  new  laws  to  the  country 
in  what  majiner  is  that  to  be  done  ?— By  an  instrument 
not  addressed  to  them  ?     By  an  instrument,  so  far  from 
addmg  anything  to  their  laws,  not  mentioning  them  ? 
But,  It  IS  said,  they  generally  did  understand,  that  such 
should  be  their  constitution,  without  reference  to  them  in 
particular.     I  wish  gentlemen  would  go  back  to  the  pro- 
clamation in  1763,  and  I  would  aak  them  from  what 
expression  it  is,  that  either  the  Canadians  can  discover  or 
Jinghsh  lawyers  advance,  that  the  laws  of  Canada  were  all 
absolutely  repealed,  and  that  a  new  system  of  justice  as 
weU  a^  a  new  system  of  constitution,  was  by  that  instru- 
ment introduced.    Sir,  the  consequence  of  that  proclama- 
tion was,  that  commissions  were  granted  to  the  governor 
m  the  manner  they  were  granted  to  the  governor  of  New 
York  on  a  former  occasion.'    The  difference  between  the 
establishment  of  New  York  and  the  establishment  of 
Canada  was,  as  the  difference  of  1,700  and  120  000      It  is 
true,  there  was  hkewise  a  commission  of  admiralty  riven 
in  the  Enghsh  form ;  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  kiown 
to  antiquanans,  not  known  in  Canada.     There  was  aUo  a 
commission  of  oyer  and  terminer.    The  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last  made  an  objection  to 
repealmg  aJl  the  present  existing  commissions.    I  do  not 
know  whether  it  had  occurred  to  him  to  read  the  present 
existmg  CO.  missions.     If  it  had,  I  think  he  would  not 
hesitate  mu„h  upon  repealing  them  ;  because  the  general 
commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer,  &c.  are  temporary    The 
other  commissions  are,  one  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
and  another  to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas.     The  com- 
mission to  the  court  of  King's  Bench  is  to  inquire,  by  the 
oath  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  country,  into  all 
cnmes,  causes  of  action,  and  upon  issue  ;  jumbling  to- 
gether the  cnmmal  and  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  country 
They  were  framed  I  beheve,  in  Canada.     How  they  came 
to  be  so  framed,  I  cannot  imagine.    The  first  thing  dis- 
covered was  that  they  were  impracticable  ;  not  only  im- 
practicable with  respect  to  the  people,  but  impracticable 

CM.^f'^^t  ■"""""  '""^  '"=  I'""^''-     See  Doyle  :  TheUiddle 
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with  respect  to  the  commissions  themselves      THr  ,„.  ..1 

thW  had  be  Jh.        ^^  "?y  gentleman,  whether,  if  the 

trhistory\tQuetf  lt\t't&"^/' ^ 

have  all  L  aSts  T' l^"  provKalrb'^orrr'^ '° 

a'^:sS;t^-ii^^^3 

Popey  laws  should  be  carried  fullyTnto  execution      Th 

Wci-r^ib^zr^-^-----^^^^^^^^^ 

Tn^'^?//*'*''^  *°  *u^  "'^^  '*^«'  t'i«  "'hole  was  overturned 

■   j^"?  state  of  confusion  the  oountrv  was  rpHii/<»ri  fX       j 

which  necessarily  includes  tre  ?om  of  ?:n«Ush t tL^s"Tn 
a  case  where  it  would  be  destruetivs  t^  ti,     ^'''lons,  in 


■m^^j^-^j 
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of  this  country,  by  which  they  would  lose  the  comfort  of 
their  property,  and  in  some  oases  the  possession  of  it  As 
far  as  that  goes,  I  consider  it  merely  as  a  gift  of  the  con- 
queror to  the  conquered  people,  whom  he  does  not  mean 
to  treat  crueUy.  The  criminal  law  stands  as  in  England 
I  have  observed  many  things  exceedingly  strong  which 
have,  in  my  poor  opinion,  prejudiced  the  Canadians 
against  the  biU  ;  but  as  to  the  criminal  law,  it  is  certainly 
hable  to  none  of  the  objections  now  urged. 

The  next  article  is  with  regard  to  religion.  To  take 
away  rehgion  is  what  nobody  wishes.  What  is  to  bo  sub- 
stituted in  the  place  of  it  ?  Why,  a  general  toleration 
says  my  learned  friend,  without  any  kind  of  establish- 
ment ;  or  if  an  establishment,  that  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  or  that  the  church  of  England  should  at  least  - 
panjyisu  with  the  church  of  Rome.  Taking  it  in  eii 
of  those  views,  I  fairly  own,  I  differ  very  much  in  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  law  of  this  country.  Bv  the  first  of 
Jilizabeth,  1  take  it  that  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why 
the  Roman  CathoUc  rehgion  should  not  have  been  exercised 
in  this  country  as  weU  as  in  that :  confining  it  entirely  to 
that  act,  I  know  no  reason  to  the  contrary.  The  37th 
article  of  our  religion  speaks  in  such  language,  that  the 
poorest  Roman  Cathohc,  who  had  any  sense,  might  use  it 
just  as  much  as  the  warmest  Protestant ;  for  the  languaffc 
by  the  act  and  article,  is  only  this,  that  no  foreigner  what- 
ever should  have  any  jurisdiction,  power,  or  authority 
within  the  realm  :  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  pre- 
vent a  man  beheving  the  inf aUibility  of  Popery,  if  he  thmks 
proper  to  believe  it.  It  may  refer  to  any  church  in  the 
known  world  I  take  the  act  of  Pariiament  to  be  purely 
declara,tory  of  that  which  is  the  law— of  that  which  must 
be  the  law,  in  every  sovereign  state  under  heaven.  Then 
as  to  the  nght  of  the  clergy  to  their  dues  ;  the  right  of  the 
bishop  to  his  dues-these  rights  do  not  exteSd  to  his 
ecclesiastical  functions  ;  they  extend  only  to  that  main- 
tena,nce  which  he  was  possessed  of  before,  and  which  was 
smaU  enough  before.  In  lieu  of  tithe,  there  was  a  thir- 
teenth! paid  to  the  clergy.  The  bishop  has  always  lived 
m  a  semmary  :  the  see  was  not  sufficient,  in  point  of  effects, 
'  In  1663  Bishop  Laval  ordered  an  annnal  Uthe  of  one-thirteenth  of 

aw  O^fnl",*"  """"""f-  ""'  "■?  ^'""""^  «»"»  ""»  otderT  force  o 
iTJ.i  ?  * .'°  "  ^^"^""^  ""J"?'  '«'*«'»'•.  the  amount  was  reduced  by 
Laval  to  one-twentyaiith,  which  la  etill  the  established  amount;         ' 
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to  maintain  him  :  but  observe  in  what  manner  his  rights 
are  reserved.  They  are  reserved  to  be  exercised  only  with 
relation  to  such  as  choose  to  be  Catholics.  Nobody  is 
compelled  to  be  a  Catholic  :  they  are  rather  invited  not  to 
be  Catholics,  by  having  an  exemption  held  out  to  them. 
If  that  be  the  sufficient  performance  of  the  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  and  if  the  country  is  ready  to  accept  of 
it  eo  nomine,  gentlemen  should  make  no  objection  to  it. 
It  is  the  very  least  that  could  have  been  given  either  to 
humanity  or  justice  ;  considering  them  as  having  stipu- 
lated for  that  religion  at  the  time.  If  I  had  had  to  pre- 
scribe what  was  to  be  given  them,  I  should,  instead  of 
stripping  the  Roman  Catholics  of  their  religion,  which  was 
the  religion  of  all  temporal  and  all  judicial  authority,  have 
thought  myself  bound  in  conscience  and  humanity  to 
have  allowed  the  religion,  with  one  degree  more  of  estab- 
lishment, if  it  must  be  called  establishment ;  I  mean  with 
one  degree  more  of  maintenance  than  it  had  before. 

The  next  objection  is  that  which  relates  to  the  governor 
and  council.  I  could  wish  that  those  gentlemen  who 
object  to  the  legislature  would  be  pleased  to  substitute 
something  in  the  place  of  it.  I  have  never  yet  heard  the 
most  sanguine  of  those  who  desire  to  assimilate  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada  to  the  oc.  ^titu'ion  of  Great  Britain  say, 
it  is  fit  to  give  the  Canadians  a  governor,  council,  and 
assembly ;  but  if  it  is  not  fit,  what  kind  of  government 
would  you  reserve  for  them,  preferable  to  the  one  chalked 
out  by  the  biU  before  us  ?  Do  not  let  us  amuse  ourselves 
with  aggravating  the  possible  consequences  which  may 
befall  the  wisest  constitution  in  the  world.  But  how  is 
it  to  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Why,  by  drawing  as 
many  of  the  Canadians  as  it  is  possible  to  do  with  safety 
to  the  sovereignty  of  Canada,  into  that  assembly ;  by 
making  it  a  somewhat  better  thing  than  the  form  of  their 
present  constitution.  At  present,  it  consists  of  a  governor 
and  council,  with  authority  to  make  laws,  which  do  not 
affect  the  life  or  limbs  of  any  person  ;  in  which  every  law 
that  has  been  thought  necessary  has  been  brought  under  a 
doubt,  by  the  form  in  which  the  authority  is  conveyed  ; 
for  if  they  are  enabled  to  make  only  such  laws  as  do  not 
affect  the  life  or  limbs  of  any  person,  what  law  does  not 
come  within  one  of  those  bounds  ?  It  is  meant  to  give 
them  a  more  active  constitution.  It  is  confessed,  on  all 
hands,  that  this  is  essentially  necessary,  and  that  it  is 
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With  regard  to  the  question  asked  by  the  honourable 

C'Thettf !>;'  "^'\'V\''«  ^  permanent  "rtttu- 
tion  '—whether  it  is  wished  there  should  be  so  roueh  a 

wZever^rTrf  ^r^''''^«°i"  -^  English  province 
wnatever?— I   can   only   say,   that   unless   the    present 

ftate^/f  '""?'  ""'y  °*'J«='<"J  t°'  but  the  objection  so 
stated  aa  to  point  out  some  period  of  time  in  which  it  is 
fancied  to  be  right  to  create  the  assembly  Xch  is  now 
confessed  to  be  wrong,  I  do  not  see  how  it  would  b^ 

that  constitution,  in  point  of  form,  to  this.  Jiut  it  is  to 
be  assimilated  by  a  new  clause,  to  be  added  to  the  present 
biU  !  If  you  were  to  give  them  p.  very  short  duration  nf 
time,  everybody  knows  that  the  same^  argument  aga?n«t 
assembhes  would  go  to  the  short  time  to  5e  prefixed      If 

from  tTr^r  '°  T''!.*''''  '"^^  ''^*  f'"™  period  to  -nod 
tre^in^^fh/""*.'"  ,'^"'?  .y^''"'  '«  "'"'  the  metLd  o 
treating  the  country  ?-giving  them  no  hopes  of  perma- 

^non  M-  ^V^y.°"  '^°  "°'  ^  *-^^  t''"^.  'hey  will  not  look 
ate  with  It !    When  gentlemen  apply  the  word  "  assimi 
lauon  •>  to  reUgion,  to  law,  to  civi??aVs,  anTto  mZZ 

lohZ  ^/f  T"^'?  '\.\"°^  ''"  undesirable  obje^tTn 
pohcy,  that  they  should  be  so  far  assimilated  To  a 
certam  degree,  I  can  conceive  that  the  sovernment  nlty^t 
country  under  the  present  constitutbn^ruTol  upon  i^ 
to  be  their  duty  to  assimilate  the  people  in  lanCee 

^^nf '  rf/^'"^  °*^"^  '^P^*  '»  which  they  caX T 
pected  to  hold  a  more  intimate  connection.  But  when  that 
assimUation  18  proposed  to  be  carried  into  the  Taw  f^rm  o 
the  constitution,  I  camiot  conceive  the  form  of  the  British 
constitution,  as  it  stands  at  present,  proper  for  them 
Upon  this  main  principle,  you  ought  to  make  a  repartS 
of  the  sovere  gnty  of  the  comitiy  between  the  S  and 
the  people,  o   whom  558  are  to  be  elected  a  parS^ent 

tended  t^r-S'^'  *^"  T^'^'S^'y  "'  ^^'  """"t-y  ^^^n- 
tended  to  reside,  and  does,  in  fact,  reside  there     But  do 

rrep:;'"t  onT'o th'  "^""«"*y  °'  '""^  provr„ce,  dtht 
oy  rep.ii    tion  or  otherwise,  in  any  other  ninpp  than  ;.,  n,„ 

House  of  Lords  and  Commons  ii  GVeZsritl^  "    Yet 

If  you  follow  your  assimilating  idea,  you  must  Zthat     I 

only  know  that  none  of  the  charters  intended  it     It  is 
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impossible  for  the  King  to  have  done  it-to  have  created 
embrTn"*^  authority  of  governor,  cound^  Jd  1'! 
semblv,  in  any  one  of  the  provinces.  In  point  of  fact 
thev  tave  considered  themselves,  in  more  Wews  th^  f 
w«t  to  draw  into  debate,  maste^'of  th"  sover:^  power 

the^Rn-  i»l,  "^^''/O'^/S  to  be  appliecf  to  the  support  of 
the  British  empire  ?  Are  they  content  that  the  Ktae 
I^rds,  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain  shall  be  the  judgfs 

that^^  "^^  ir*'  °'  *^°'«  f^'o^'  «"d  ">e  applZg  of 
thTnk^  H,7  "a^"  P^°j^«°"  of  the  British  empiref  I 
s^^H  if  *  degree  of  attention  and  conviction^  when  I 
stated  It  as  Ml  absurdity,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  nro- 

ZemWv  and  ft'''"*  '^'^'^'^  '^'  govemVcouncU.Zl 
t^  u^^',"  }°  ^^  ^"^^  't  is  a  grossness.-it  is  makinc 
two  aJhed  kingdoms  totaUy  out  of  our  power  to  a"  a^a 
federal  union  if  they  please,  and  if  they  do  not  ple^e  to 
act  a«  an  mdependent  country-a  federal  contoion  prettv 
nnrrJ'^r?'^i"°"  °^  '^'^  ^'*t*«  of  Germany  If  yCd^ 
ft  w™,1h""'*  "^"^^  ^  '^'  '^«  «*^"*'  i"  all  the  grSs  of 
w^-^H       1^°".  "*!*^  *  constitution  in  such  a  case  wUch 

T^  next'th'i^:  thai  ^  1*"^  ''^".f  y°"  '^''"y '"  --dsl 
o.Jtf   "^«  thmg  that  has  been  said  is,  that  Englishmen 

rSTis  .T  "T "*"*'°"  '^°"?  *'»''  »»>''"  ;  anS:" 
P^Slf  K  ^  ^u"^"*  ■»«««">■«  to  take  from  them  any  of  the 
Enihsh  laws  they  carry  over  with  them.  I  no  more 
understand  this  proposition,  especially  aa  applied  t  "the 

of  Great' R^f-'  '^'"\  ^  ^°  '^'  ^""^'^  WheTthe  6^0^ 
of  Great  Britam  makes  a  conquest  of  any  foreien  estab 

fwJ  T  'o  l«ave  the  countiy  in  possession  of  their  laws 
then,  I  say  ,f  any  English  resort  to  the  country,  theWo 
not  carry  the  several  ideas  of  laws  that  are  to  prevaFthe 
moment  they  go  there  :  it  would  be  justl  So  say  if 
an  Enghshman  goes  to  Guernsey,  the  laws  Tthl  c'tv'of 
London  were  carried  over  with  lUm.  ToTake  *he  lat^  ^ 
they  stand  has  been  aUowed:  to  act  according  tnHf„ 
aws,  and  to  be  bound  by  theiV  coercion  is  atftu.Vcon! 

oKous  I  ta  "''^'  '  ''^l'  '"^^  >>'"  '^•^  done  notCg 
oonoxious.  I  have  no  speculative  opinions  I  wonlrf 
have  consulted  the  Frenchliabit  to  a  much  greater  extent 
if  It  had  b«^n  for  me  to  have  framed  the  law  ' 

Colonel  iarr^.-Sir  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
maa  who  spoke  last  ha^  though,  proper  to  give  aC. 
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hUfn™'^  '"'P<:*«t,  and  for  aught  I  know,  a  very  incorrect, 
h^tory  of  this  proclamation.  He  says  it  was  left  in  an 
?i2  '  'i  fTT  ''■"  "  "ketch  and  that  sketch  was  unfinished  ; 

wim  fh  w^  ™"  ""'''*'  'l""^'  *"''  *»'"'"  "P  ^y  another 
who  thought  proper  to  make  considerable  additions  to  it 

„..,!h!i-'"l™  '^^""'^J'"?"'*'^  gentleman  seems  to  be  very 
Zin.f'?  '^'^«"""l"'"  P'''*''""'vtion-  Ho  has  reasoned 
against  it  in  different  parts,  and  stated  divers  inconveni- 
ences in  It.  1  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  seems  to  be  more  solicitous  upon 
this  occasion  than  the  conquered  inhabitants  of  that 
countrv,  and,  in  some  measure,  more  than  those  who  have 
been  the  conquerors  of  it.     This  proclamation.  Sir,  gove 

hlTfl"'!'  r"i^",,""'  ""'""y-  "  P^vided,  that  the  in- 
habitants should  have  an  assembly,  as  well  as  all  the  other 

t7r  hflTT.T'''.  ^  ^°°"  '"'  P"*""''"-  The  proclama- 
rn^L  hi  .°M  i^'i,'"'8"*8*;  *>'''  """"'  ™«h  Assemblies 
thel„iH  f '^'  ""  Pt""""  '"habiting  in,  or  resorting  to, 
the  said  colonies,  might  confide  in  the  roya!  protection  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  England' 
t  henL  ,"  ?:"<:'''"*«<"'.  thus  held  out  as  a  solemn  act  to 
the  people  of  that  country,  many  Englishmen  went,  ajnd 
settled  m  the  heart  of  Canada  f  but  their  rights    theh- 

^Tte'/""".,""*  *'J°"8''*  *°«*>y  °f  tJi"  honourable 
f^lf  /.l""^"""*.?  consideration  ;  he  stood  up  only 

in  defence  of  the  Canadians  :  but  there  i,  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  men,  no  matter  of  what  description-thev 
may  have  been  poor  bankrupts,  but  they  are  English 
subjects,  who  have  settled  there  under  the  faith  of  tlSs 
proclamation.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
was  not  precise  m  stating  the  limits  of  our  colonies.  He 
seemed  unwiUmg  for  the  House  to  think  that  any  one  of 
the  oolomes  especially  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  had 
a  right  to  settle  beyond  the  Endless  Mountains  ;  as  if  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  could  be  ignorant  of 
,  Kl^^  i  **  ™""y  thousands  of  English  subjects  are 
MoSn*^  Bome  hundred  miles  beyond  the^Endlm 
tn  m»iT'  T"/i^  ^^"^  "P°*  ^I^-^h  you  are  now  going 
to  make  a  part  of  this  country  of  Canada 

bir,  with  respect  to  the  Canadians  themselves  the 
wn,^dlF'i  1"?*"  asks-what  would  you  do  with  them  ? 
would  you  do  the  cruellest  thing  that  ever  was  done  to  any 
conquered  nation  upon  earth  ?  would  you  take  away  their 
laws,  their  customs  ?     Now,  Sir.  I  never  yet  knewT wi 


^'  ;a  ^^^m- 
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found  a  grievance  to  any  nation,  to  give  tlicm  tlic  KngllHl. 
iBWH  the  EngliHlj  conHtitution.  §o  far  from  it,  tlie 
Canarfians  admired  and  revered  those  lawn,  as  far  as  thov 
could  be  made  acquainted  with  them.  If  it  is  douhU-d  I 
have  an  evidence  to  produce-the  Imnournble  and  learned 
g<ntleman  himself.  He  says,  "  what  did  tliey  do  when 
tlirir  grand  jury  met  ?  they  called  for  their  accounts,  the 
puhhc  accounts.     They  likewise  wished  to  put  in  execution 

the  world,  that  they  knew  the  value  of  those  laws  ?  The 
criminal  laws  you  have  thought  proper  to  give  them  :  but 
you  have  not  given  tliem  all.  fo  my  certain  knowledge, 
they  wish  toTiave  the  Habeas  Corpus.  You  have  ?e- 
tainod  the  civillaw.  What  you  will  afterwards  do  to  get 
the  law  administered,  is  to  me  incomprehensible.  The 
^' n  J  *u  *'"'  "•'"nt'y  stands  founded  upon  what  is 
called  the  custom  of  Paris.  Thirty  folio  volumes  of  that 
custom  those  learned  gentlemen  are  to  make  themselves 
masters  of,  and  lay  open  to  you,  instead  of  making  the 
linghsh  law  the  basis  of  their  constitution.  If  any  cus- 
toms, or  any  particular  laws,  are  applicable  to  the  people 
of  that  country,  take  those  customs  and  laws,  and  graft 
.f.^'L??""  ■"'•''  '**  y°"  Sive  them.  Mr.  Mas^res  has 
stated  his  opinion  to  you.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  public  : 
but  you  have  not  followed  his  advice.  My  honourable 
;J,'^"ir.r^  *!  an  establishment  of  a  different  kind  :  others 
think  the  Mtabhshing  such  a  government  as  this  is  right. 
JTd?.  '"hen'*"""  ""'  Canadians  complain  of :  the 
court  of  France  has  complained  of  it,  and  once  attempted 
to  correct  It.  It  is  that  which  the  learned  gentleman 
knows  to  be  a  custom  with  tliem  ;  namely,  the  quantum 
taken  for  the  crown  upon  the  alienation  of  any  estate  •• 
they  wish  to  get  nd  of  that.  In  short,  if  you  had  led  them 
with  any  address  by  degrees  they  would  have  received 
great  part  of  the  Enghshlaw  :  they  would  have  hugged  it 
to  their  bosoms ;  they  would,  from  time  to  time,  have  abol- 

!r»!lf  f  ^  .u""'?""'  ^^'  ^y  **"«  *'"»«•  yo"  *o"ld  have 
assimilated  them  to  your  constitution,  and  not  left  them 
standing  single,  as  Catholics,  under  an  arbitrary  power 
Another  thing  I  wish  to  notice.     Has  there  been  any 

wilh*h£^m°.'  H  '""'•  "  ™«-''"''.  of  'he  value  of  the  seigniory  de»lt 
l^T.  ^^^t  due  upon  change  of  ownership  by  sije.  gift" or  inherit- 
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IL  „™    ;  ;     ''""'l'l'>i'it-     Tho  prinoipal  pc.nl,.  „f 

the  country  «r.  „f  ,v  v.t.v  parti.M.h.r  Lt ;  thry  tZl 
liking— tlllH  I  kllnw  ti,  1„.  (  ,„  fftct-tlu'V  tnki.  alil,ir.„  . 
a™rmbU«, ;  thoy  think  they  ha;.. .« IZl  a  H«ht  to"?a!" 
«*..>nihh.;«  an  any  "th.T  eoh.ny  .,„  tT>.-  <M,nt  i,™t  hi 
-rang..,  ,f  t  ..n-  lik,-  this  cnnt^tution.  that  y".  till  „.? 
K.y..  then,  all  th..   .......fit  ami  adyantago  „f  it^    my  Tk 

oonrt  htr.    L  t    1'  ""'l'"  ""^  "I'P  "•'"«'■'  i"  form  t.,  th.. 
..mrt  iK-ri.    hut  Ihi'v  hav..  »tat..<    th..ir  wlHh.-H  to  tli.. 

inent  luw,  to  bo  Hur.-,  mad.,  uh..  of  the  -am.,  armiment  tl. 
induce  them  to  drop  that  id..a.     It  w«  sahf "  D.,„'. 

.,.?     all  of  them  a««emhli<.8  (     D.,n't  y.,u  „ee  they  are 

you  Will  jirobfihly  be  m  the  same  situation  "     N.)iv    i 

«proDer  m  your  laws,  and  to  l.-t  what  is  pro  er  in  th. 
French  laws  remain  with  them  '  '     ' 

hat  by  this  mea,«  we  shall  deter  oSr  own^untryra.  n 
««  much  as  possible  with  tl  CanadLnXLiy  „"st 

(Quebec,  1S48),  vil  i.,  pp  27^5    7„  I  1,       ?7  .^C,^"""''"  ^'-'""^' 


m  ^ 
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com..  U,  a <liffon.nt. c.n.luHinn.     Rv.-rytliing  that  forwards 
Uh  l..„rn,.,l  K..„tl,.man-H  ,.„,1,  ,|,.r..„tH  ^  vi..w  .,f  tlZ 
J<*t.      rii.'  Irnm,.,!  K..„ll,.,n.u,    |„,h.   too,    wiH.  urmt  in- 

tlwm  our  lawH  witl.  r,H,,..,.t  t„  nal  proiMTty.     I  do  not 

g  ■ntl..m,.„  »p„kr  .u,  ,f  „||  .-ivil  law  w.n,  romi.r.aicndcd  in 
n«  kmd  of  r..l«ti„n,  whiol,  ..m-ctH  tl,.  d,.H„..„t'  ..f  „ty 
tho  Hal,..n«  (!or,,uH,  an.l  all  other  rlRhtM.  ul  "/uot«i 
MontoH,,,,,,,,  j,Hf,  „pp„,,,„ti„„_  „,„„„  "xpoHlng  chid  :„ 
..It  h«  „ayH  I  cannot  givo  thn  (^ana.lians  trial  by  jury 
.•annot  g>vo   th.-m    tho    fral,..m<   CorpnH";    wh^./.   /rr 

n„  I'!".."'"""  ""'""'•  ""'^  f""y  ««  ""mmendah,,^ 
those    whioh    provnntcd    tl.o    cxponing    of    ,.hildr"n    1 

iT.uTr"^^'  "  *"  «'*'"'  "•""'  ^•'"^  '»*•  it  ""'"''I '"'  "any 
.oT'.-;^  ■'''""'''''''"'''"'••' ''''^''"ly'fthiH country 
ri  „     •        I";*"  '^'  <i«'"l"-ti<'  govomnicnt,  contrarV  to 

Hcttlcd  doB.gn  to  cnHlavc  the  people  of  America,  ;cry  un- 
becoming tEi»  country.     My  idci  i».  that  America  U  not 

Hut  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  learned  eentleman 
Hay«  i«  not  eHtabliHlunl.  According  to  my  notfon  the 
cHtttbliHiment  of  that  religion  conHiHtB  in  government 
paying  itH  teachers  ;  and  wLn  the  profe»«on?of  thaT  re- 
r  ^nrnfer'/'J'  "*^™'  *'"'h  '  ""^"^i"' '«  e«tabliHhing  a  tax. 
;/tdT„  f  °  ""'  ""/r^  "^'J'*'  •'"  "••"'h  to  that  portion 
of  the  bill  ;  because  I  think  the  perHecution  of  the  koman 
Catholic,  i«  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  that  the  pena" 
aw«  o    this  country  arc  repugnant  to  every  principle  o 


Fox  had  argued  that,  as  this  Bill  legalized  tithe,  it  was 
therefore  a  money  Bill,  and  should  not  liave  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Lords. 
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After  a  long  di.ou«ion  on  thi,  p„i„t  the  «^„d  reading 
WM  pawed  liy  108  to  29.  * 

On  May  3.  „.c  0„,K.sUi„„  ™„vod  :  "  That  thoro  I.  laid 
More  tl ..  House  ,,,,„..«  „f  t,„.  ^^^ 

by  U.n,am  Hey,  Enq.,  (Lief  Ju,ti.,„  .  „„,,  ^y  p„„„i 
Ma-^re,  E.q  late  Attomcy-General  of  the  Haid  province, 
relative  to  the  state  of  that  province." 

This  was  opposed  by  Lord  North,  on  the  ground  of  the 
Helay   wh.eh   would   be  caused   by   the  copying  of  the 

may  be  had  m  a  more  authentic  manner  from  the  parties 
themselves  vim  voce."  ' 
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of   controversy    relat  vc    to    iironertv    and    ,i^ 


,.»!,..  _■  ;  7  ,    "'"  '"""  01  uanada.       I  st-o 

rather  mistaken,  and  am  willing  to  correct  myHclf      It  is 

ext«nt,  but  the  custom  of  Canada,  of  which  we  know 
httle  or  nothing.     But  there  is  something  worsT-  in  th^ 

^ft. I'la™'""""/  '°'i'J"  ^  ""  -?«Ked  it  is" 
Bam,  m  as  large,  ample,  u..d  beneficial  manner  a«  if  thn 
Ba.d  proelamatron,  commissions,  ordinancT  and  other 
acts  and  .nstruments  had  not  be^n  made"     The  wo^i^ 

riw  oflnXn^-'/^'  *!:•' '«'"'  """  ordrna„ccS3 
hat  the  fiw  W  ""i  ''?«"  beneficial  to  the  Canadians  ; 

two  facts  :  first,  whether  the  British  govefnment "od^i" 
to  the  Canadians  ;  and  next,  what  are  the"xcellenct  of 
that  government  to  which  we  are  reverting    what  b™^ 

ranL'^l""  '* '"".Pfod-oed  ;  and  whethe"^he  peopr^ 
Canada  have  flourished  more  under  the  French  Kover^. 
ment,  than  under  the  Knglish  government  ?    Th^ITL 

government.    I  should  desire  to  see  the  present  state  of 

ourtrn""^  """P"!!^  *■'■"'  "«  ■*""«  for'^the  twelve  o- 
iZ^    ^f*"  preceding  the  troubles  that  gavrrile  to 

«rearrenefitT''17?i,  ^f^^J»,'^-  P«ople  hf vl  en'oy^ 
fhL  L  ^  u"  "'"y  '"'^''-  I  «">"•«!  inquire,  whether 
e^ces'^  mrfr  '"'^^^  °?VP"^"-  At  inc'nve^- 
PorWe  for  mi  I  ':'"'  ">'l ''«»''  of  facts,  it  will  be  im- 
?h!t»i  tl^^  '°  8""°  *"  ''°''««'  vote,  with  a  view  to  a 
change  of  the  government  of  Canada.  If  you  introduce 
aws  that  have  la  n  dormant  for  twelve  or  fourteen  vea^ 

ti  utTonTw  ''^•^°^''*'°"^'»  '^  y°"  ^-^  made  the'^con: 
tion  new  ^Z'  /Jf^  "°  objection  to  make  the  constitu- 
tion new,  provided  the  necessity  of  so  doing  is  set  in  aclear 

c"^'  proSZonT"  ''■''°",  ■"".    '  t^'parmem 
can  proceed  upon  no  principles  but  two— reason  and 


4H 


THE  QUEBEC  ACT 


•Uthorily,     Krnmin  we  linvi-  none.     The  iii-xt  ,iiir-«ti,.n  I. 

.>«m..l  K..n.l,.,„..n  n..„r  mo,  will,  mu.t.  Mid'     «  a  ,    hive 

K...  .h..,r  m..l„.r..i«,  wilh..„t,  at  th.  Mm.-  .  SdynB 

h.  ,r  rnwon-.     It  ,„„y  Ih.  naid,  wr  h«vr  tl„.  l-Xm"^ 

.-r...  and  t hrnf.T.. h„v,. ,u,  m;-d  lor thoir  wriU..u.       ",   " 

Khmild  very  „.„.l,lv  aKr...  ,„  (hin.  if  Kmll-mrn  w i|     "li 

ith  n  Kf-ator  or  l,^«  dogr....  .,f  latitude  in  th..  coumH 
f  K';nllrnu-n  »-.ll  tHI  me  that  I  rannot,  f„r  th.' .akc      tl... 
.1.1,..  g.Hxl    hav,.  th.*,.  facfH  l,r,„.Kht  l.<.f.,„.  ^7  wl.H. 
th.M.;  I..„r,Hj  K..ntl..m..n  „.a.lo  „>,<.  „?  l„  juntifv  thi.ir  wl 

ThTk  "'  """  ';'"  ""'  *"  '»•  <''"»idor..d  In  ho^commitC 
and  the  general  argument  on  bringing  up  the  roTrt  I 
Kuard  my«elf  from  this  admi«,ion.  ui£n  th  "HiXaue. 
t.on-K,ught  not  Huch  a  ground  of  iXrmat  "n  t.f  bXt 
given,  an  will  indm*  you  to  reieet  the  law  of  Fn»lLH  i 
iu«ume  the  law  of  Canada  ?-that  I.  L  L'  *l  .u^'  ?"'' 
which  you  do  know,  ^d  "the  ^nUiJl^dTX^ 

upon  the  Canadians  which  you  do  not  know   b.itVh„^n 

e#eet,  of  which  you  have  felt  «     Are  yout™L  ^n  a 

manner  »o  wild  and  at  random,  in  condomnKe  BritU 

«w,  unheard,  and  establishing  the  French  law*  n  Canadll 

I  may  venture  to  say,  "  condemning  "  the  law  of  EngCd 

because  its  condemnation  is  virtually  made,  the  mS' 

It  «  proved  not  to  be  beneficial  to  tL  people      I  beUe" 

I  am  not  so  attached  to  words,  as  to  put  my  own  oniZn 

m  competition  with  that  proof;  but  as/etThave  no 

evidence  that  the  people  do  not  Uke  our  faw      I  do  n^? 

know  this  to  be  the  case.     The  presumptioiTis   tha^  T. 

law  under  which  they  have  long  Hved    is  thl  li„  L    ? 

agreeable  to  them,     f  will  go  upU^^^umptfon  ^hTl 

have  no  other  ground  to  iudire  unnn      T^^fl  .. 

been  more  agr^able  toZ"XrtheirT™or,^c'^''^Tr 

slr.^°^  "["^^  ^'''''  ■'  »"''  'he  mSuhey  kno^ 
some  other  system  more  beneficial,  they  mav  wish  tn 
adopt  ,t.     Until  I  know  that  the  people  ^of^ai^ad^  con" 


IMRHf^BrMt  f  "'^^.m* 


'  ll"  JH'll|lll> 

'  '■'  tfium 
I'Vlin  tr    ., 

'     'I'lllll       -■■:' 
f(      ',  1*    'I,. I,.. 

in  1 1  I  know 
..I  »),.,„  -I 
•)„•,„.       V 

'  Hi'  .>.m;i- 
'■    I'-iii^ii 

'     !> ;  'iii'l 
'■  it   a  •  >ir 

■'       coil'- 


hUHKK  PLKAI*H  KOR  OKLAV  4« 

.Icmn  tl...  HritiHi.  |«w.  I  will  n„t  |,„,h»„,  ,„„i|„.,   ^,,i.,. 

»  ...ulcl  nol  ,„ak.-  U„.n.  tL  ,l..«r  I.,  „,,,    f". 
them  with  ft  milcl.T  hmicl.     The  troHty '  tr. . 
It .;    .ut  until  I  kn..w  thnt  tho  KimliHl,  I  „, 
H<'iftl-Bri,  not  gocMl  for  ujl  ni..,i  in  itll     ,h,, 
thm.-until  th,.  ,wo,.lo  of  Cuimhi  ,•,„„,,.  „ 
will  not  nnwimi-  that  tli.-y  ar,.  o,,,,.,,;,!     , 
pnwnt  tW  iH  an  KngliNh  ..ompla' '.  .u-,,;. 
liHhinKofFr™ol.lftw«.     1  Hhoiijd  |„,    !,„i  Vo   ,. 
complaint  aRainHt  tho  iwtaliliHhinR  of  r  ,.-' 
whenever  that  ...m,^,  I  nhall  l«.  rea,iy  I  ,  «i' 

tZ^uil^   ''"l7 "' "  y™""-  "'"y  »""'i<n><'  kept  out  of 

iiBned,    which   ( anadian    aw   univeniallv   .N.tni.n„i, 
deHpoti.,n  ;  and  there  in  nothin^Wt  to  tCrainorbut 
&h^at"r  ™**''""'|'"'  ^y  ""-"-ity.     At  pC."nt  th% 

»>^te«=iT«,;e  v,rr  t^  hiA  -? 

ine  extent  of  the  evil  on  our  aide  will  be  that  w„  ui,.!! 
t?irremr„'a"';?[J?*'l""  =  *'•"''  ?"  '"  ""«  cJl'^Sia^n  t:? 
They  ~  prLeit     T'  '"      '  ■""""  """*"''"  '"  *'''«^ 

proaTirSiy*""  '^-'^  p^"."»%"d  t' 

Let  UB  have  evidence,  then,  of  that  neccHsitv  r  -t.^j 
for  the  necessity  of  information  ;  withouTwh  c^-ii  hout 
g^at  cogent,  luminous  information-F,  for  o  *e  wiU 
coun  r^v"'"  lTh'°M  l"""  ''^"''""hing  the  !>;„«?>  law  m  tha 

govere^r  i^5"am  i'""^  '?.T  'f  "''J'^'y  »  '•="Po«° 
governor.    And  am  I  sure  that  this  despotism  is  not 
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meant  to  load  to  universal  despotism  ?  When  that 
country  cannot  be  governed  a«  a  free  country  I  question 
whether  this  ean.    No  free  country  can  Seep  Mother 

or  ^r^'ll^'^Th  '""^P-^n^'^^yP^yf-"^"^ 
own  servitude      The  constitution  proposed  is  one  which 

men  never  will,  and  never  ought,  to  bear.     When  we  are 

S"*tW  -r^'  °^  ''^Pu""™  ■"  ^''""'d''.  let  ut  b^L  L 
mind,  that  it  is  a  growth  which  may  afterwards  extend 

that  ?hLrn°«tr/  ^^  '"'"«  ""^'  P«^P«'"»1.  it  iB  evld™  t 
t^ll     tT..  *'J,''°"]?  '""*"'  '"  •'e  both  an  instrument  of 

wnat  they  have  to  expect ;  at  some  time  or  other  it  will 

lTrofEn:ian°H'^"fr'^;     ^''^"  ''  '«  proved  that  Th 
tC  1™»^  r    """'^  "°'  8°^^  C*"""!"'  it  wi"  be  plain 
that  some  stronger  power  than  the  laws  of  England  is 
necessary  to  govern  this  country.     I  shall  mvemv  first 

rh&"ttt'"^«fi',^V''!.''rp°«««°~-^^^^^^^^ 

wnether  it  s  to  be  established  for  any  length  of  time  or 
to  be  established  at  all  by  Parliament     w£en  vou  o"nnot 

"elVemedf  "r"?""'-  ^^^  °"8''*  '°  l«ave "run" 
be  governed  by  the  force  of  necessity.  Government  and 
a  free  government,  are  two  different  th°n«"  but  w^h 
regard  to  those  laws  which  are  in  use  at  nresent  I  cannot 
form  an  opmion-I  know  nothing  of  the  custom  of  CaZa 
The  motion  of  the  Opposition  was  defeated  by  85  to  45 
On  June  2  the  examination  of  Governor  Carleton 
began,  and  was  concluded  on  the  foUowing  day. 

m^eoft^a^^Tr^""  T  °*'^'^*J°"«  ""d^  '°  that 
uioae  or  tnaj  ("—There  are  two  sets  of  people  in  Canada  • 
o^-e,  those  who  call  themselves  the  andent  su^iecte  the 

w  trthe"  ?o™'nf^^*^■  '''If  ^''^  ""  --y  wersatfied 
Kim,-:  n  u  ?1  ^"'""^  administered  in  the  Court  of 
Kmgs  Bench;  the  other,  the  newly  acquired  sub^oto 
are  extremely  satisfied  with  the  integrity  of  the  co^' 
drsLH'r"??'^  dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  trial  S 
dissatisfaction  anses,  first  from  the  great  expense  that  the 

i.e.,  mat  cinpiojed  from  1708  to  1774. 


lEI^^Ji-^^fcii 
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they  are  likewis^e  Sot  sl^^fiS  '^f,  1?  «?'  underntand  : 
extremely  flattered  and  plcMed^hrfK  ^""*'-  ^hey  ar,. 
that  they  ar«  to  be  ad4K  be  oMhr '''t '°  *>«  i""^«  ^ 
think  It  very  strange  that  the  En.Lh  ""•!?''"  ■  ''"'  ''"'y 
should  prefer  to  hfve  matter  "f^lw  T"^S  ',"  ^'^^^ 
and  shoemakers,  mixed  up  wUh  resnl,  m"*"^  "^^  **"°™ 
trade  and  commerce  ;  tLT  thev'^^^'^'j'i  gentlemen  in 
decision  to  that  of  the  judge      ^  ^""'''   P''^'"'''   their 

i>ave;;red^>Xtu1J1r',^'\t  ^'f  f—  "'"' 

sayleverheardacomplanfof  the^dnd'"   '  -"^  ™""'" 
,  if  Junes  were  compMed  et  Ih^        ■ 

they  approved  of,  3d  thev  nf  ^^"^'^  °^  "^  s"ch  us 

trial   by  jury  ?_The  ^» Ji^  u  •'**PP''°^«  °f  the  mode  of 

would  b';L'^rocu^''-usS'and'ro'j"'^  *'^  ^-^•■^ 
able  and  moderate  expense  •'  thll  P  ?^"^  '*  »'  a  reason- 
As  to  the  mode  of  triaf  whether  h*'"  ^^  ^"^'"^  P°i»t8. 
they  would  prefer  X'  Tatto  fro^J'"^  °"  ''>'  the  judge, 
education,  f  am  not  authorizidT  T^"l'  ^'^^'''  ""d 
dians,  to  assert  that  they  absotoil  ^"^^  ^°'  ""«  Cana- 
They  certainly  are  att^^h^  ?i"S  P^^  "gainst  juries. 
manners.  I  in  willing  to  rive  as  ^Th"'^,  ""''°'"«  =""' 
in  my  power,  but  the  chief  ,^1?;^^  k"^"™*''""  a«  is 
than  I  am.  ^"^'""' '«  ""ch  better  qualified 

If  the  expense  was  moderate  onri  »i,    ■ 
proper  men,  would  th"y  o^t  t^  A^^J'-'y  <'°»;Posed  of 
account  of  thinking  they  should  n„f  1"'°'*?  °^  *"*'  "" 
them  in  the  trial  ?-I  cannot  savthnT^''?,™  J"'""''  ^ono 
wish  to  adopt  it:  on  the  confr»^TH'^''"«''*"« would 

make  objections  to  it    How7^S;  V*T?  *""^  "'«"= 
weight,  I  know  not  ^'"•'  "bjections  will  carry 

opUonal  «^irde'rf,ajr  "'^  """'  "^  '^— „  Pleas 

inteu^r^Xt  tt"tlr  "'  '■'*'''  -  ">"  '-'« 
causes  l_In  general,  Cde^t:;!"^  '^t'"""^  '°  '"""''«  "-- 

Pr^tTstS  ?i;ie:?f  nri'L"'ttT""'  "'  ""'  "—  "^ 
had  the  return  of  thep7oZcXF^7'T."^  ^"obeo  ?-I 
Protestants  in  the  yefr  mo  R  '  f^'  "'  ""'  "-"lo-r  of 
everybody  who  caL  himself  a  P,  fT'"™'  ^  '"'""ve, 
By  that  account  they  ^^"^lr%^XT^%^^^, 
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three  hundred  and  sixty,  besides  women  and  children  in 
the  whole  colony  of  Canada.  I  am  afraid  their  numbers 
are  dimmished  since. 

Do  you  think  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  British 
subjects  IB  an  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  the  province  ? 
—That  IS  a  pohtical  question.  I  am  afraid  their  circum- 
stances have  been  bo  reduced,  as  to  compel  them  to  quit 
the  provmce  ;  I  speak  from  humanity.  I  do  not  mean  to 
give  any  political  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

In  general,  are  these  three  hundred  and  sixty  persons 
composed  of  men  of  substance  and  property  in  the  pro- 
vince ?— There  are  some  who  have  purchased  lands- 
officers,  or  reduced  officers ;  some  very  respectable  mer- 
ehante  ;  there  are  other  inferior  officers  in  trade,  and  a 
good  mMiy  disbanded  soldiers.  In  general,  they  are 
composed  of  people  of  small  property. 

What  do  you  think  may  be  the  number  of  the  new 
subjects  of  Canada  ?— About  one  hundred  and  fiftv 
thousand  souls  ;  all  Roman  Catholics. 

In  the  conversation  you  have  had  with  the  Canadians 
in  general,  are  they  not  very  earnest  for  the  restitution  of 
the  ancient  Canadian  laws  ?— They  were  very  much  so 
when  I  was  in  the  province  ;  and  by  the  accounts  I  have 
received  smce  I  came  to  England,  they  still  continue  very 
earnest  indeed,  and  anxious  about  it. 

Have  they  expressed  lately  any  apprehension,  on  seeing 
plans  of  government  sent  over,  that  those  plans  should 
take  place,  or  any  satisfaction  or  desire  that  they  should  « 
— Ihey  have  expressed  great  uneasiness  at  the  apprehen- 
sion, and  more  warmth  than  is  usual  for  that  people. 
Ihey  seeni  determined  to  form  associations  and  compacts 
to  resist  the  English  law,  if  they  should  be  compelled  to 
do  It,  as  far  as  they  could  do  so  with  decency,  and  their 
duty  to  the  government  would  permit. 

Have  the  clergv  in  Canada  since  the  peace  enjoyed  and 
received  the  tithes  and  parochial  dues  i— They  have 
received  the  tithes  and  parochial  dues  a«  formerly 
there  may  be  some  who  have  not,  but  very  few  ;  as  few  as 
those  gentlemen  who  receive  their  rents  ;  they  are  an  well 
l)aid  as  the  rents. 

Mr  CViarto  Fox.— Did  they  receive  the  tithes  and  dues 
only  from  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  from  the  Protestants 
likewise  ?— I  really  do  not  know  ;  there  axe  so  few  Protes- 
tants that  cultivate  the  land. 
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Was  there  an  idea  that  the  Protestant  landlords  were 
exempt  from  paying  tithe  ?— I  have  heard  some  of  the 
clergy  say  that  m  the  uncertain  state  of  things,  they  would 
not  ask  the  Protest-nts  to  pay  unless  they  chose  it :  as 
there  were  opiniMis  spread  among  them,  that  it  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  English  law  to  try  the  right,  they  would 
have  to  encounter  the  great  expense  of  the  law.  I  think 
It  induced  them  to  act  with  great  moderation  and  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter  ;  hoping  in  a  short  time,  that  the 
laws  would  be  ascertained,  that  they  might  know  what 
ought  to  be  paid  and  what  not. 

Did  those  few  British  subjects  inhabit  the  towns  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal  '—Chiefly  ;  there  are  very  few  in 
the  country,  so  few,  that  they  are  scarcely  to  be  seen  in 
travelUng  through  it,  as  there  are  but  three  hundred  and 
sixty  m  a  district  of  three  hur'lrcd  miles  long,  and  very 

•    {f  rd  -yori*— Is  not  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  entirely 

in  the  hands  of  the  Canadians  '—Almost  entirely 

What  part  of-the  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Canadians  » 

— 1  have  heard  about  two-thirds. 
Is  not  the  trade  much  increased  ?— I  understand  the 

trade  is  increased  very  much. 

Do  you  attribute  that  increase  to  the  trial  by  Jury  or 

introducing  so  much  of  the  English  law  as  has  been  intro- 
duced ?— No  ;  they  have  no  dependence  upon  that  at  all. 
Can  you  assign  any  probable  reason  to  what  it  is  to  be 
attributed  ?— The  colony  of  Qucb.-c  was  in  its  state  of 
uitancy  ;  it  is  so  still,  in  some  measure.  They  have  been 
now  fourteen  years  quiet.  The  country  has  peopled  very 
fast;  besides  the  natural  increase  of  population  there 
have  been  a  great  many  Acadians,  who  had  come  into  the 
province ;  people  taken  from  America  and  Nova  Scotia 
that  were  scattered  in  the  province  during  the  course  of 
the  war.  As  the  people  multiply,  they  act  aa  a  sort  of 
farmers  ;  they  take  possession  of  the  lands  behind  their 
own,  so  that  they  go  on  cultivating  the  country  very  fast 
Do  you  not  think  the  old  inhabitant  in  Canada  is 
rweiving  considerable  advantage  from  the  change  of  the 
disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  from  a  military  to  a  com- 
mercial Ufe  ?-No  doubt  he  is.  Under  the  French  govern- 
ment the  spirit  of  the  government  was  military,  and  oon- 
Muest  w,i«  the  cliief  object ;  very  large  detachments  were 
sent  up  every  year  to  the  Ohio,  and  other  interior  parts 
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of  them  perished  ia  th™e  dtffZnf '  ^''.8^«»t  "umbers 
sent  upon*'  Since  the  oonqu^t  thev  h""^"""-  '^7  """' 
and  tranquillity  ;  thev  hav^T„!l  ^  .^"^  enjoyed  peace 
'•ultivate  their  land  {ndTaveh^''"'  ^""".""^  '"'""^  '» 
their  settlements  backwards  th„i  T'^,  *™«  *°  "tond 
which  is,  that  wheat  T»r„',      •"**"'' """"^quenoe  of 

have  been  very  wen  hformKar^^r*  '"'"■^ance.  I 
quantities  of  wheat        ™*^'  "•»*  "^^  have  exported  large 

to  S'rL^ro;^J;;;t  iLl^^^^herit  wo„Id  not  be  better 
any  other.  Pn™ouiai  part  first,  without  going  into 

to  a,k  upon  this  poi^t  ^  Particular  member  has 

Colonel  JBarri T'hniTo  „•,!„ 

that  point,  reserving  mvself  to  T  l""'"""  *°  ""k  "P"" 
the  noble  lord'rquS  If  h  "*''""  '  '*  '"""^^  '«•>» 
warlike  spirit  was  introZ-erji-^  any  means  that  same 

Lord  iVortA.— Has  not  the  inore^e  ,.f  fk  •     ■ 

been  the  principal  cause  of  theTncrere  of  th.  "^""""'^ 
—It  IS  so  understood  'noreaae  of  the  commerce  ? 

™e™°hrs,"tLr^ir kno'wf  h"'^  ^5*  -P'"^«  °f  0- 
trade,  have  like;ircontrS1:'r^   ''"^  T"'   '" 

A  rr'r^  "7  have  hXiv^:^^"^^ "'  '*  ^- 

inhabitant7now"re:S  ther^T^Vol.  °','^.  "'"^  ^"'^'^'^ 
them  great  offence  ^'^°  '^""''t  "*  would  give 
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much  as  any  of  the  foregoing  causes  ?— The  population 
was  the  first  effect ;  the  cultivation  of  the  land  waa  the 
consequence. 

Was  it  necessary  to  have  any  land  to  be  qualified  to 
serve  on  a  jury  in  the  country  ?— I  believe  there  is  very 
little  nicety  m  that  matter  ;  there  is  too  great  a  Bcaroity 
of  ftotestants.  J  beg  leave  to  add,  in  the  list  of  jurors  I 
mentioned,  there  were  a  great  number  of  disbanded 
soldiers  that  kept  tippling  houses. 

Is  that  the  only  idea  of  the  assembly,  that  you  ever 
knew  suggested  to  the  Canadians,  and  to  which  they  re- 
turned their  answer  ?— I  put  the  question  to  several  of  the 
Canadians.  They  told  me  assemblies  had  drawn  upon  the 
other  colonies  so  much  distress,  had  occasioned  such  riots 
and  confusion,  that  they  wished  never  to  have  one  of  anv 
kind  whatever.  ' 

Did  not  the  Canadians  Ukewise  think,  that  assemblies 
would  draw  upon  them  expenses  as  well  as  distress  ?— Bv 
distress  I  meant  the  displeasure  of  this  country.  No  thev 
never  stated  that.  ^ 

Have  you  never  heard,  that  they  imagined  they  should 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  expense  of  government  as  soon  as 
they  had  assemblies,  but  that  until  they  had  them  thev 
were  not  to  pay  the  expense  ?— No,  that  was  not  the  idea 
ot  the  Canadians  ;  they  dislike  it  as  not  being  conformable 
to  their  ancient  customs. 

Do  you  mean  indiscriminately  the  whole  law,  civil  and 
criminal  ? — The  civil  law. 

Do  you  think,  if  all  their  customs  of  descent  and  heri- 
tage were  preserved,  that  they  would  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury  ?— With  regard  to  any 
portion  of  their  law,  one  custom  separate  from  another 
1  believe  they  would  be  extremely  hurt  to  have  any  part 
of  their  customs  taken  from  them,  except  where  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  country  may  require  a  reason- 
able preference,  and  such  commercial  laws  as  can  be 
especially  mentioned  to  them.  I  believe  they  would 
make  no  objection  to  any  such  commercial  laws,  if  they 
may  know  what  those  laws  are.  But  laws  in  the  bulk 
which  nobody  can  explain  to  them,  they  think  would  be 
dchvering  them  over  a  prey  to  everybody  that  goes  ther.^ 
as  an  attorney  or  lawyer. 

Was  the  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  the  Canadians  at 
large,  or  hy  the  corps  of  noblesse  ?— They  wit.'  pretty 
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■-.  oxcept  in;;;  i^s-^^c;  ^^'jvY  "'r""' 

till"  prov  ncp,  there  wpr.,  -„.„I  VV  ?."  "'•"^  I  went  into 
Homo  EnRligh  Semen  ..^ZJiT'^"'"  Sentleraen  and 
indeed.'  The/were™  c„»J^^f?'  '"'  "  ^"'^  ?«**  """'- 
They  were  commJtt^o  1  .  ^Trfy  S^^"'  o^me  indeed, 
the  unanimor  er^e  ortt"nrn  *''"  "'?.'  *""'■  ^'  *«" 
innoeent,  and  thev  were  l.LS"^'"""  ""*'  "'«y  *«"•<' 
Upon  that  oecS  ],l"f''  '""T"^  "'  ""eir  trial, 
noblesse  complZoihoK'nT^.r'"''','  "'  "'«'  Canadian 
I  reeolleet  nZ'omp  Unt  rf  tf  ^''J'''^  '  ^V''  "P""  «y  word, 
occasion.         '°"'f"""'  of  the  criminal  law  but  upo„  that 

plStlTat  SnThe  delit^T"'"-'  ^-^hey  corn- 
fame,  gentlemen.,  uldbTcomm"tUd''r  '"*"  °'  ^^"^  '"^ 
remain  a  considerable  time  beCh*  ''"m"'  """^  "'"<' 
their  trial.     Th,.v  said    that  n„!i    T^  pould  come  upon 

than  one  inform^^tr^'wlulVhare  Vtn"?^  '""•  T''" 
inquiry  made  by  the  Kin^'«  „.♦  *"'"'"■   and  an 

those  gentlemen  would  noVl,„,7'"'"«''"™"''  "'"^  »•>«' 
information  had  been  take^  .s  the/r"  in^""'^''  """''' 
means  would  have  appeared  'nnocence  by  that 

-£;^::if;^t":rs--"- count,,. 

random''       '  ""'''""-  "  '"'""^•^  -^  «%  =  I  .peak  „t 
have  b.™  broS^ht  up   nT^.eT/""  ■"?,'*  ''^ '^'«*'-     They 

r!^trd;--''-^-^"5^v:'^t=^':^ 

«o^"or^^^-^*^?S^«;,-n^-^what 
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French  government,   whether  pure  or  on™.,.*  ?    v 

What  was  his  general  (■hariiotcr  '—With  roi/nrrl  f„  k- 
characf«r  as  chief  just  ic..  I  h<.|i..,„.  ,t  *     .   *°  '*"' 

It  can  never  be  th,"  i, . ..    ,1  *"^  "nexceptionahlc. 

the  others  to  the  inCdant  '"  ^""  ""  '^''P'""  f'"™ 

al^ri*!f,*Tr,™  °f  the  court  in  the  three  districts 
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the  whole  province  who  has  been  at  the  bar  in  Enriand  • 

l^:z:ir:t^;:r, ' '°  "°*  '"""^  -''  '•"'*  <>-  -'»' 

„.I^^"J  understand  you  do  not  imagine  that  any  other 
p«^n  but  those  two  are  barristers  T^Not  to  ^Vnow- 

»»,»"„^""t!:  •'»''«.'«'*  the  British  subjects  in  Canada  and 

have°^^ttTe'u'i::r"''  ^"'  ""•'  o-*--'-^? 

mcnta*L*  fh."  r'vV"  S-*?**™'  «0">™unicate  their  senti- 
&o  ?  Th.^  """•'  T^^'*  "*  »"•  <"•  to  'he  officers, 
&c  ?— They  are  very  decent  people,  and  communioato 

J,'-";^"".'""""*?  ""'y  t°  those  whom  the  S  Zap? 
pointed  to  receive  them.  ^  P 

Haa  there  been,  by  the  supreme  council  established 
any  summary  trial  for  small  matters  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  province  ?_Ye«  ;  the  justices  of  the  pe^e  foS 
had  authority  to  try  small  causes.  ^        rormeny 

jus^:S»-L°to*ne'  ^^"'^""  «^""'""^"  "-""K  *•>- 

™^'f  *J""*  "''i-'"  *''*  ^"'"h  government  any  summary 
mode  of  proceedmg  in  the  country  ?_Yes  •  some Tth^ 

EnTli^n'^  "  ^i^'  i°  ^°^^  """rts  of  jistke     tK 

H^  thl'1?  "  ",4*  '  '^"'  '"^  «""»«'  that  right.       ^ 

Has  that  been  taken  away  under  the  Englislf  aovern- 

ment,  or  more  exercised  ?-£ntirely  taken  away  ilfZ 

that  nght,  which  the  seigneur  of  tL  orig"„a7?enure  haT 

J^Z  r'^«'""f  "*"«'  '•"'  "«ht  of  pr^eedi^ Tde^: 
gates  to  different  parts  of  the  province  * 

Are  those  delegates  resident  inhabitants,  who  have  n 
EZCH'?"Tr''^"8    '""'    i""'^'^    of     hrpeLj  in 

^c"pt  the  Kin^V 7  ^^'  ""t'  ">"  ^"'""^  Kovemment. 
Ks  Th^wJrfr  ■  ^  ""T  ^8ular1y  educated 
lawyers,     mere  were  attorneys  and  notaries 

Uo  you  conceive  the  people  of  the  country  to  be  at  all 
informed  of  the  French  low  they  lived  under '-Thev 
of  C^H  "^^/'foh  'aw  from  4catlS„^'he  ^2 
of  EMland  understand  the  EngHsh  law  from  e.  utSn 
from  tie  customs  and  usages  ofthe  place  """-"t'on, 

Do  they  understand  more  than  tte  g,  -leral  custom  of 
d-seont  and  heritage,  and  the  mode  ot  conve^"^^ro; 
'  Thi«  occns.oncd  n  Rront  laugh  (C»vcndiih). 
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perty  in  that  country  ?-They  understand  in  all  r^pects 
whatever  comcg  before  them  All  the  Frenoh  law  l" 
not  mtroduced  into  Canada.    They  are  ac"uaint^  w^t" 

but  r^°/hrjT^  ^"""."^y  ""'^  'he  custom  of  cfnJda 
but  as  to  the  other  laws  of  Paris,  they  are  not  introduced  ■ 

PnTland'!  *"  ""''   """""*"   '"   *^'""   -    "hX":1,f 

«J'liiiT  \"^  ""i"  °'  tJanadian  law  pubUshed  »-There 
are  law  books,  and  some  that  contain  preoiselv  the  iTw^ 
S^riv^'"  The°r?""''  ^- -hence  the  ^11^^^ 
curtoms  o7rJn„r'  ^"^"^  "*?"•  "  '^°»«'««on  of  the 
customs  of  Canada,  as  far  as  they  are  able  to  procure 
them,  which  I  understand  is  published  ^ 

,-n^.™^  been  any  plan  proposed  since  you  have  been 
governor  or  any  m  your  predecessor's  time,  to  determme 

Xr"  Thev^h  ^"'"^  '-' "^^  "<"  ■'""-  that  there  i™„; 
l>lan  Thej^  have  no  sort  of  intermeddlinK  with  tlie 
admmistration  of  justice,  but  in  juries  ^ 

Would  not  thot  have  removed  their  objection  to  the 

country  (—The  admmistration  of  justice  by  the  seiirneiirs 
was  rather  a  tax  upon  them  ;  there  wereVe^  few  tw 
exercised  it.  Since  I  have  been  there,  they  hSre  appltd 
to  me  to  know  whether  they  might  not  exeroise  it  nr  t^ 
know,  whether  it  was  take/frorthem     I S  I^ish^S 

What  is  the  wish  of  the  people  who  would  be  subiect  to 
this  jurisdiction?     Do  they  wish  to   be   tried  Si? 

cheT'und^r  tr"/^%'P°"-'^'>«y  '^-^  "ndeTsome 
cneolc  under  the  French  government.     Thev  certainW 

w«^  not  dehvered  up  to  tKeir  mercy  :  there  wa^^TJ 

mediate  appeal  to  tie  King's  courts  of  justTc^  ^h?v 

?mme&ei;. ''"''™'^"«^'"'™'    ''""8"*    "-■Tthing    up 

ahK*  r'  ^"""^  alterations  have  mode  that  very  agree- 
able such  as  might  have  enabled  them  to  briM?m^ 
suits  to  immediate  issue  ?-They  are  very  much  attached 

with  tL""""",'  T'°r-  '^•^«™  ^o^u™h  Si^atisfi:^ 
with  the  people  to  whom  commissions  of  the  peace  were 

^.ri!?/"*'*!'^"'™'  P"*"  °f  'he  province.  thaT  I  w^ 
obliged  to  take  away  their  power.  It  nov^r  was  mneh 
trusted  into  tlw  hands  of  tlie  French 
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Berh";Tb.r;:i'oro„*:'"  °"*"  ^""""^ "' '»"'  •^'"«'« 

.  ^J^J^^  Canadiaiui  made  aware  by  those  persong,  that 
a  jury  in  oinl  actions  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  law  ?— 
Thev  have  a  very  confused  idea  o?  the  English  law. 

What  waa  the  nature  of  those  decent  oompacU  and 
a«oe.ations  thej.  were  determined  to  enter  into"  to  n-sZ 
the  laws  of  th,s  country  ?-To  bind  themsel^CH  in  all 

rThT  T, '""'  "  '"^""y  "  '*  '^^  '"  their  power  to 
do,  that  all  their  possessions  should  go  according  to  the 
Canadian  customs,  and  in  general  to  adhere  to*that  «^ 
closely  and  firmly  as  possible. 

Did  the  supreme  legislative  council  ever  make  any  laws 
to  secure  property,  according  to  the  Canadian  customs  ? 
iTJ^  Jk  r''"  ^u""  °fdinances  made  ;  but  1  never  could 
learn  that  anything  was  clear  or  certain  in  the  law,  nor 
did  I  understand  clearly  what  was  the  law  and  custom 
nor  does  it  seem  to  be  a  clear  question  h,  the  count^ 
1  have  heard  the  same  man  argue  for  the  English  law  in 
one  cause,  because  it  suited  his  cause,  and  I  We  h^a^ 
him  argue  for  the  French  law  in  another  cause  There 
IS  an  ordinance  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  Canadian 

agreeably  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  CanaSa,  in  adhering 
OS  much  as  possible  to  the  laws  of  England.  There  is  abf 
an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  equity,  which  is  directed 
by  the  common  laws  of  England 

tivJ°tn  H.'^''-'"'''^  ^  ^^'^^^  "^  have  their  suits,  rela- 

ir?!!itt;e"„ot  ™"°*^^'  ''""''^  '•y »'"'  c-"^- 

Have  they  any  regular  method  of  conveying  their  sense 

vet^Z  wLl"''^  '"""y  '"'^«  oon?ey:i  it"fn 
petitions.  When  I  was  in  the  i.rov  ncc,  seeing  great  heats 
and  ammosities  upon  evo-y  icasion  in  va^oST^rts  of 
people,  and  that  petitions  of  all  kinds  greatlyindt^Vh.«e 
ammosi  les,  I  dissuaded  them,  as  much  as^i  wafin  mv 
power,  from  measures  of  fhat  sort.  Before  my  a^"^ 
they  had  expressed  their  desire  in  a  petition  toX  xTng  • 
Thev  frequently  repeated  the  substilnce  of  that  petition 
as  tlieir  earnest  desire  and  wish,  and  would  haved^wn 
up  a  fresh  one,  had  I  not  dissuaded  them  from  so'Zn^ 
'  Soe  Kingjtord,  op.  eil.,  v.  lofi. 
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My  rniHon  was,  that  1  winliisd  tlmm  to  wait  till  the  King 
•hould  think  proper  to  reply  to  their  petition,  t'hiring 
my  regidemie,  upon  all  occoiiionH,  all  iiortH  of  people  ex- 

Frewied  the  »ame  wIhIi  iind  diwire  ox  in  the  petition,  which 
undemtood  to  bo  the  netitlim  Bent  l)efore  my  arrival. 
I  understand  that  since  I  have  been  in  England,  they  have 
expritwed  the  same  wish  and  desire  by  fresh  petitions, 
for  feor  the  former  one  should  bo  forgot.  I  assured  them 
that  in  due  time  proper  attention  would  be  paid  to  it  ami 
justice  be  done  ;  and  that  in  the  me.intlme,  they  ought  to 
rest  satisfied  with  the  good-will  and  intention  of  this 
country  towards  them.  I  saw  a  letter,  or  paper,  asking 
two  Canadian  gentlemen,  in  case  I  had  not  been  here,  to 
act  for  them  as  their  agent,  to  present  this  petition. 

Are  the  Canadians  aware  that  an  assembly  into  which 
thcv  were  admitted  would  bo  a  legal  and  decent  method  of 
making  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  known,  or  have  they 
been  led  to  look  upon  all  representations  of  assemblies  as 
factions,  *o.  ? — I  beUeve  they  have  no  idea  of  assemblies, 
but  what  they  receive  from  the  newspapers,  and  the 
accounts  that  come  from  the  other  provinces. 

Have,  or  have  not,  any  pains  been  taken  to  explain  to 
such  persons  the  excellence  of  such  a  constitution,  and 
the  advantages  that  would  arise  from  it,  or  have  they  been 
left  to  conjecture  ?— It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  instruct  a 
whole  people  in  lessons  of  poUtirs,  and  I  have  never 
attempted  it. 

At  the  time  the  apprehensions  of  the  Canadians  wore 
signified  to  the  officers  of  government,  had  there  bef-n 
no  conference  among  the  principal  people  in  Canada  ? 
Had  there  been  no  conference  with  the  governor,  to  hit 
upon  the  form  of  government  most  agreeable  to  tho 
people  ?— They  had  frecjuently  expressed  their  desire  and 
prayer  to  have  their  ancient  usagis  restored  to  them  ;  and 
stated  that  the  form  of  goviTnment  which  came  nearest 
to  their  ancient  usages  would  be  most  agreeable  to  them. 

Did  they  state  what  those  usages  and  customs  were  to 
the  persons  to  whom  they  applied  ? — They  were  in  general 
words,  and  are  expressed  in  the  petition.  All  conversa- 
tions upon  the  subject  were  to  the  same  effect. 

Do  you  conceive  it  would  be  impracticable  at  this  time, 
without  giving  general  lessons  of  politics  to  all  the  people, 
to  explain  the  advantages  they  would  derive  from  the 
Knglish  government,  without  the  abolition  of  all  their 
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mK-Ii^^t-;^g^  tZTr^-  that  during  the 
'°  t^"-"  tie  happiness,  MdSilvT'"*'^  "^P--^^'"! 
receive,  by  the  introduction  of  fht^r^'^^'f  they  would 
government,  and  brthp  ^r  *    *•     ^^^^  °^  the  English 
the  countV;  thatfhey  w?re  to  L""  "'  '''^  "'^l  J»^«  of 
by  the  change.     Several  ye^saft'r'""^  "  ^t^Py  P'X'Ple 
penenoed  what  it  was  T„At      1"®'^'  ^''^^  they  had  ex- 
of  what  they  looked  u^^  tXe'o^\''''l''''^^^^-^^d 
and  that  they  understood  Ct^  T''  "«^^'  "^  '"'^i^^^. 
could  not  enjoy  places  nfnr^fi*      ^°™*"  Catholics,  thev 
thought  it  waJSng°2ek^^°I„'™«t'  ^  honour  th:^ 
-d  w.e  astonished  th«at7e"ote,^,  Stu^ThllSj 

be'Jrt  'o^eTyttt  Kr'^^^^t^ffi-'ty  could 

admitted  to  some  share  in  th«^*"  Catholics  might  be 

told  them  that  I  be&"it  :Srjr'  ^"^  ^avf  of  ten 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  an^^f  f  i.""^  ""."  "^^  ^  time. 

expressing  a  wish  that,  untSVere  w^r^^'P"'  Canadians 

hshed  the  comioil  estlbhshed  bv  *^  ??  "^"'^^^y  ««tab- 

modified,  as  to  bear  as  ne^  ^  rL^  *  '^°"'''  ''«  «° 

moderate  principles  of  Zc^nSt^^„''%Pl'^'^^^  to  the 

—I  often  heard   them  el^rJt  °'}  °'  this  country  ? 

should  be  admitted  i^to  the  coun^r^  *^'**  C«°''<«a^ns 
thmg  further.!  ^ne  councij ;  I  never  heard  any- 

Arep°^f  g'vrr^oTnC'r/lto^''-'  ''"'  '-'''-'  ? 

m    the   province   as   Bovernni        *^^*™°'' "°W-     I  was 

commanding  in  the^'prge^oTlbout  f^:r'""'"'-«°^«'»°^ 
P'd  you  not,  durine  the  Hm.    /  °^  y^^- 

endeavour  to  learn  Zma^'?l°i/°"^  being  governor, 

the  people  over  whom  you  XwedT^^'''  T"^  8«'^"«  °f 

From  the  knowledee  anH  /^  •  ■~^°  "^oubt. 
people  do  you  tS  ttt'S^n^^""  ^''^^  "*  those 
Enghsh  law  as  a  rule  to  govern  thL\°T  .'°  ''^^^  the 
property  and  matters  of  cZe  *  ?^'  v^"*  ""  '"otters  of 
them  ?_The  Canadians  a^ver^' '"  ^^^^^'  "^^  which  of 
dian  law  to  decide  in  matteL?f^  ™^'°"'  to  have  Cana- 
are  pretty  indifferentTn  re^rdte'^'^-,  ,^  ^^"«^«  they 

Is  that  your  iudffmPnV  f      to  cnmmal  law.  ^ 

and  experience  Jft^Zf-L^^^  ^'°^  y°«  knowledge 

Do  you  not  imaeine  that  Vif: 


COMPLAINTS  AS  TO  ENGLISH  LAW         63 

KTw.'".*'"'  ^.°8l''*'  '*^  '^  ''«<'«"'«  'hey  think  it  is 
and  to  ?oS  tw'''  '^l  •°"™'  of.^-^^nt  and  inheritance! 
ana  to  load  them  with  incapacities  as  Roman  Catholics  ? 
— Ihe  partiality  and  attachment  which  they  have  to  the 

aTrpt,™H'"il'T?  ^-^^y  P^'^'^  '«  ^*"  known  ;  and  they 
apprehend  that  laws  unknown  to  them  may  introduce 
something  terrible  to  thera  ;  they  know  not  wLi 
uil  irT  T^  *  Sreat  difference  between  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  two  countries  ?  The  criminal  law  they  hare 
c^qienenced  is,  in  fact,  not  so  extremely  different  The 
mode  of  prosecution,  the  mode  of  deciLe  by  the  law 

1^  d^m^edT"';  ^"*  *^'™'  °'  «''•''  oriLs^n  nea% 
all  civilized  countries,  is  almost  entirely  the  same 

fhrn^n  ^r^i""'  f^"""  punishments  in  the  law  of  England 

pronounce  ^'"""*''  '"^  ^'^"^^  '^"^  ^'^  =  ^  <=^°t 

Was  their  dislike  to  the  English  law  uniform  from  thp 

veTs^^  f-'^r  '""^  tT«^'y  ^'  experirJTthe: 
XJJ.T  •  """^  *  8"'?"*  ^fforenoe  in  the  expense,  which 
drfent  '^.f'T"'  """^  oppressive  to  them  ;  not  from  any 
defect  m  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  :  but  the  wealth 

of  an  snT'*'?'  ''TP''""'^  '°  ^^^'  ^  extremely  small.  Fees 
nL™,  j'  *r"8''r'  nnreasonable  in  this  country,  were 
considered  extremely  heavy  in  that.  ^ 

Did  they  not  complain,  that  the  proceedings  were  held 
Ca^ad^TT  *fy  ^^  °°*  understand;  and  that  no 
co^frTw""^'"'  ^"'■^  permitted  to  plead  in  the 
reSiedT  ^^  ^  ^       complaint  indeed,  tUl  it  was 

When  that  was  remedied,  did  they  then  excress  aa 
great  dislike  as  they  did  before  ?-TheLpense  continued 

^rvin^„r''\*'''  '^"^V  ^^^  ^''tisfaction  was  greXr, 
having  then  lawyers  that  could  plead  in  the  l^guage 

to^rm  W"*  ^"^  ^  ''''  °*^^  «°"««  '«'"'«- 
me^?  J^V^}  *^?  '''"  ei^es  the  freest  form  of  govem- 
Te  h.!?f  °^5  '■  'e,™««eptiWe  of  ?-I  should  think  it 
colony  ^"^''^■''  *°  8i™  in  the  present  state  of  the 

di^Z^^ilt^uf^^Tu  ""'  """y  f°"<*  °f  ™""ary  rank  and 
mUiZv  ^  ^^°'^  *^'  """I"''''  •-'T'^^y  were'^almost  all 
military  men.  and  of  course  fond  of  rank  and  distinction 
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Do  they  enjoy  Buch  Ratifications  now  ?-I  do  not  know 
that  any  of  the  CanadTans  in  Canada  enjoy  any  RvlmZ 
tions  from  the  court  of  France  ^  gratincu 

^  Do  they  enjoy  any  under  the  English  government  ?- 

-SubteX '"  "'"""'  '"  '''■"  *"  ^"J'°^  ^°°"  ^''"''  ' 
ment°?-Undoub[:d'ly  *"'"«  '"  "^^^  ^  ^'''^'^  '"  ^f^"'  «— 

p^fS^erj^e-rh^--^'^— °^ 

relative  to  thpJ'T'""*:!  °^  ^''"'^''  f"™  '■-™''  "Pinion 
Is  not  that  a  rf^'"  T^.P™P«rity  of  their  own  country  ? 
IS  not  that  a  matter  of  discussion  among  them  '—It  has 
been  a  matter  agitated  very  much:  but  the v ' seem  fi! 
confine  their  ideas  chiefly  to^the  restoration  oftheTrUws 
taken  awa?'  "w^^"'^  '^'  ^^^  distinction  shoSd   be 

Sbfects  Bv  ^"„^  f^^'T^  *r  f™""  '»>«  English 
subjects.  By  that  I  understand  the  admission  into 
pkces^and  offices  of  trust  and  honour,  equa^wTth  ^h^ 

*h^°A^'^  'fe  ^^  Slad  to  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  make 
this  idea  of  theirs  prevalent  ?-No  doubt 

asto  wL&T''f°,f'^'">i°°'  *°  ^^^  f»™  °f  »^  assembly, 
-TW  Hn  w  ^\'^^"'  "^''^  prevalent  in  such  assembly  ? 
be   n7do1,h?  r     ^"^  ?5'«'^'''ies ;  but  if  assemblies  must 
be,  no  doubt  they  would  wish  them  to  be  a  free  rer,™ 
sentation  of  the  people.    If  that  should  be  the  o^e" 

Would  ?h".°"rr°'' "  ^''t-  P"^  °f  '*•**  <^^^^^- 

Wou  d  they  have  an  ob  eotion  to  a  seat  in  such  an 
Zf™^'^'  ^  ^^"^  .*«y  -"Vt  have  a^  opportu^ty  o" 
or  anT^  *i'Til°P"^°'^  '-.?«y  "«^«'  hadTn  ^sSy 
^Lv  -,    u^  ^®  ""  assembly,  nor  have  they  the  least 

foTve'a'sCerii.'"'*  "  "^^^^  ^•'°""*  "«  ^  ^^'^  ^^^ 
Vc^Trfro^  ^ny  particular  objection  to  arbitration  ?- 
ha^  come  ,^rf  ^"'1'°"  '°  •'■  ^°  ^ «^«at  ""^asure  they 
justice  '  ""'^""S  *°  "^""P  "^'^'^  °f  the  courts  df 

Could  they,   therefore,  have  any  objection  to  have 
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causeB  decided  by  gentlemen  of  the  country  ?— Thcv 
won  d  wish  very  much  to  have  their  causes  /ecided  bv 
gentlemen  bred  up  m  the  country  ;  acquainted  with  their 
laws,  usages  anrf  language.  They  would  give  the  pre- 
ference to  judges  ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would 
It^l/Z  ^I'r*  "PP^itio"  to  juries,  if  this  country 
ne?m„n  fi  !""  ^"^"^^^S^^^-  They  oontocd  their 
petition  mostly  to  general  points.  I  do  not  know  how 
far  they  would  make  juries  an  essential  point 
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Examination  of  Francis  Maseres,  Esq.    late 
Attorney-General  or  Quebec. 
Mr.  Maaeres  was  then  called  in,  and  acquainted  the  com- 
mittee, that  he  went  to  Canada  in  1766,  and  resided  there 
three  years.     He  was  then  asked. 

What  were  the  sentiments  of  the  Canadian  inhabitants, 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  laws  of  England  would  be 
of  no  more  authority  among  them,  by  reason  of  the  pro- 
clamation ?— A  great  many  were  very  uneasy  dpon  the 

f?^[wr'°°.°^  ^  r^'^'T  "''■^"ge  of  the  lawf  resecting 
tamily  descent ;  such  as  dower,  and  the  like 

What  sentiments  do  they  entertain  of  the  form  of  judi- 
cature ?--I  hea,rd  great  complaints  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  I  endeavoured  to  sift  them  to  the 
„  fwi.  \  ,  *»i.«S"l'  "'aa  the  expense  principally  : 
&n  Ti!  ^^  according  to  the  mode  of  English  adminis- 
f^l  *■  J  expense  did  not  consist  principally  in  the 
fees  of  attorneys  but  the  provost-marshal's  fees,  which 
were  thought  intolerable.  At  the  same  time,  I  doubt 
much  whether  the  provost-marshal  did  exact  unreasonable 
fees  ;  because,  the  two  that  acted  there  have  assured  me 

W?^^^  .r'  "5'"'  ^^^  P°""^  *-year  of  their  place! 
VVhether  they  said  true,  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  heard  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  fees,  and  also  of  the  great  burthens 
of  attorneys  and  advocates  ;  bu*,  those  fees  are  not  now 
greater,  but  rather  less. 

Do  you  think  the  people  have  a  strong  attachment  to 
our  laws  and  customs  ?-I  believe  that  the  great  body  of 
the  Canadians   with  the  exception,  perhap*  of  an  hun- 

WK  !lP"!  ?f  'u"""  '^^°^'''  "'""•'i  be  ver/ well  satisfied 
with  the  estabhshment  of  those  laws 

Were  the  people  of  Canada  very   apprehensive  on 
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account  of  the  supposed  danger  to  religion  ?— I  never 
heard  them  express  much  apprehension  with  respect  to 
any  danger  to  their  religion ;  but  they  have  at  times 
expressed  dissatisfaction  at  the  disqualification  and  civU 
inconvenience  attending  the  exercise  of  their  religion ;  not 
any  that  the  performance  of  mass  would  ever  be  impeded. 
W  hat  do  you  understand  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the 
Canadians  with  regard  to  the  form  of  government  they 
would  wish  to  live  under  ?— I  have  not  heard  many  of  the 
Canadians  enter  fully  into  the  subject.  I  believe  their 
opinion  IS  that  of  our  poet, 

"  Whate'er  •»  best  ftdmmister'd  is  best." 

They  have  no  predilection  at  present  in  favour  of  a  legis- 
lative council,  or  in  favour  of  an  assembly  :  I  speak  of 
the  generahty  of  the  people.  There  are  a  few  persons  who 
have  thought  more  upon  the  subject  than  the  rest :  I 
beheve  they  would  incline  to  an  assembly. 

What  sort  of  an  assembly  do  you  suppose  they  would 
like  :  an  assembly  of  which  they  might  have  a  part,  or 
one  which  consists  of  his  Majesty's  own  subjects  ?— I 
have  heard  some  of  them  say,  they  would  rather  have  an 
assembly  consisting  equally  of  Protestants  and  CathoUcs, 
or  at  least  of  such  Catholics  as  would  take  the  oath  of 
abjuration  of  tbr-  Pope's  power,  but  not  the  declaration 
against  transubbtantiation,— than  be  governed  by  the 
legislative  council.  I  have  heard  so  ;  but  in  general  those 
who  express  a  wisb  for  an  assembly,  wish  for  one  without 
the  exclusion  of  any  Catholics  on  account  of  the  oath  :— 
1  mean  the  oath  as  it  now  stands  ;  I  mean  that  which  is 
commonly  caUed  the  oath  of  supremacy.  I  do  not  laiow 
any  instance  of  a  Canadian  taking  that  oath  ;  but  they 
have  been  uadet  no  temptation  to  do  it.  Hitherto  they 
have  had  no  assembly.  As  to  being  a  part  of  the  council,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  take  the  declaration  against 
transubstantiation,  as  weU  as  the  oath  of  supremacy : 
therefore  the  distinction  has  not  been  tendered  to 
them. 

Do  you  think  the  Canadians  are  desirous  of  serving 
upon  juries  in  civil  causes  ?— I  believe  they  would  like  t5 
have  the  option  of  doing  so  continued  to  them.  The 
ordinance  that  directed  that  court,  directed  the  jury  to 
be  optional ;  and  1  know  that  many  of  the  people  do 
actually  choose  to  have  a  jury,  when  their  causes  come 
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TRIAL  BY  JURY  e? 

different      Thpv  ),./  jTf   ii,     i      ™  ,      "^  ''xecution    s 

provides  that' an   estate  srarnobf  sold  but  Zr"! 
prope^  t:me.  and  not  at  aU  for  a  debt  S  th"al  fweU 

witTo.lJ'^f..'"'*   the  Canadians   think   themseL^es  hapnv 

have  heard  complaints  of  the  kind  ^ 

iurf.rbetl°.nruYdCrrf:? a"f  t  ''■  '"f/  ''^ 
j^ce  to  be  made  to  persons  c^'ed"to\7,e%T  ul^f.!!l 
think  It  would.    A  smail  one  would  be  sufficient :  '^e 
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shillingB  a  man  would  make  them  wish  to  be  called  upon 
juries.  I  think  that  allowance  should  be  paid  by  the 
party  that  requested  the  jury. 

In  any  and  in  what  degree  mieht  it  be  expedient  to 
establish  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  England,  in  preference 

to  that  of  the  French,  for  trials  of   civil  property  ? 1 

received  an  answer  from  an  able  Canadian,  M.  Cugnet,' 
to  whom  I  have  no  reason  to  be  partial,  as  ho  has  written 
very  spiritedly  against  my  plan,— that  the  conquest  was 
in  itself  a  misfortune  ;  and  that  they  must  bear  with  a 
great  deal,  he  was  sensible,  in  consequence  of  it ;  that  the 
criminal  law  must  be  that  of  the  conqueror,  that  is,  le 
loi  du  prince ;  but  that  they  must  submit  to  it.  He  has 
further  said,  as  to  civil  matters,  that  in  point  of  justice, 
hia  Majesty  ought  to  keep  up  all  the  ancient  and  civil 
laws  of  the  Canadians  ;  but  even  there  he  admits,  that  the 
form  of  administering  justice  must  in  the  great  courts 
be  changed. 

Would  it  be  convenient,  and  for  the  interest  of  them  as 
well  as  of  us,  that  the  trial  by  jury  should  be  established  ? 
— I  think  so ;  more  especially  if  optional,  as  it  takes  away 
all  pretence  of  hardship. 

Is  not  the  province  of  Canada,  by  the  superior  spirit 
and  great  capitals  of  the  English  merchants,  very  much 
improved  ? — Very  much. 

Have  not  those  merchants,  who  have  so  improved  the 
province,  engaged  in  those  concerns  and  embarked  their 
property  there  under  the  sanction  of  the  English  govern- 
ment ? — Undoubtedly. 

Do  you  think  the  property  so  embarked  would  be 
equally  secure,  if  the  common  law  of  England  with  respect 
to  civil  trials  was  entirely  abolished  ?— I  rather  think 
not  equally  secure.  Certainly,  they  would  not  think  it 
equally  seoui> ." 

What  proportion  of  the  trade  of  the  province  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  English  merchants  ?— I  can  only  tell  from 
information  I  have  received  here  in  England  :  I  am  told 
it  is  seven-eighths.  The  increase  of  the  trade  is  an  un- 
doubted certainty.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  industry  of  the  English  merchants. 

Did^'not  the  intendant  make  regulations  ? — I  have  seen 

'  Autbov  of  TraiU  de  la  loi  (ks  fiefs  (Quebec,  1775). 
»  On  May  aist  the  English  merchants  trading  to  Qaoboo  had  pre- 
■entca  a  petition  against  the  abolition  ot  trial  by  jury. 
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the  commisHion  of  the  intcndant.  I  think  there  is  a  power 
given  him  singly,  in  certain  oases,  to  make  some  regula- 
tions— not  of  the  highest  magnitude,  but  under  some 
limitations,  I  cannot  very  well  tell  what. 

Would  the  Canadians  admit  a  part  of  the  English  law, 
rather  than  lose  those  benefits  they  find  from  the  intro- 
duction of  English  merchants  among  them  ? — I  am  per- 
suaded thy  would.  I  apprehend,  if  the  option  was  that 
the  English  merchants  should  cease  to  trade  there,  or 
that  they  should  submit  to  have  that  part  of  the  law, 
trial  by  jury,  they  would  undoubtedly  choose  the 
latter. 

Are  not  juhticca  of  the  peace  appointed  to  decide 
causes  ?— Upon  the  first  establishment  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment. General  Murray  endeavoured  to  soften  the  change 
of  conquest  to  the  conquered  people.  The  method  of 
adm'nistering  justice  was  as  follows  :  he  first  established 
a  supreme  court  of  judicature,  called  the  King's  bench, 
in  which  the  chief  justice  of  the  province  sin^y  was  to 
preside,  and  which  was  directed  to  determine  all  matters 
criminal  and  civil  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
taking  himself  to  be  bound  to  give  those  directions  iii 
consequence  of  the  King's  proclamation.  He  also  insti- 
tuted, by  the  same  ordmanoe,  a  court  of  common  picas, 
in  which  he  directed  the  judge  to  determine  all  matters 
according  to  equity,  having  regard  nevertheless  to  the 
laws  of  England,  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  pro- 
vince would  permit;  and  he  gave  an  appeal  from  that 
court  to  the  court  of  King's  bench,  which  was  directed  to 
follow  the  laws  of  England  strictly.  He  also  instituted 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  gave  to  each  a  power  to  deter- 
mine civil  matters,  in  a  summary  way,  under  five  pounds 
of  the  currency  of  that  province,  about  four  pounds 
English. 

Was  not  the  tyrannical  behaviour  of  those  magistrates, 
in  their  department  as  judges,  the  cause  of  complaint 
among  the  Canadians  ? — Some  did  behave  tyrannically, 
and  their  conduct  gave  rise  to  great  complaints  ;  others 
made  use  of  their  power  so  discreetly  as  to  be  a  great 
blessing  to  the  people.  Of  these,  two  were  Frenchmen, 
Canadians,  old  subjects  of  "old  France  before  the  conquest 
both  Protestants. 

Were  any  of  those  men  suspended  from  their  offices  ? 

None.    The  governor,  instead  of  suspending  them,  made 
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Ml  ordinance,  in  Marcli,  1770,  whereby  he  took  away  the 
civil  jurisdiction  of  all  justices  of  the  peace.  It  «a« 
governor  Carleton's  ordinance. 

From  what  cause  was  it  taken  away  ?— I  do  not  know 
It  waH  a  leas  odious  way,  perhaps,  of  disqualifyina  It 
was  a  little  while  after  I  left  the  province. 

I  wish  to  know  in  general  whether,  if  the  English  law 
was  established  in  Canada,— the  civil  law— a  few  years' 
cxpenence  would  not  conciliate  the  Canadians  in  general 
to  that  form  of  judicature  !- 1  am  persuaded  it  would  ■ 
and  more  especially  if  methods  were  taken  to  remove 
some  of  ('  eir  objections.  How  far  it  may  be  expedient 
to  take  such  measures  the  House  will  judge  One  of 
their  objections  is  to  juries,  from  the  necessity  of  being 
unanimous,  whicli  tliey  sometimes  ridicule,  by  caUing  it 
a  method  of  trial  by  strennth  of  body  and  power  to  fast 
longest.  I  conceive,  therefore,  that  that  trial  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  them,  if  the  majority  of  the  jury  were 
permitted  to  decide  the  verdict ;  but  aa  it  is,  with  all  its 
inconveniences,  I  beUeve  they  would  choose  to  have  it  in 
the  manner  it  is,  because  I  see  they  frequently  make  use 
of  Junes  m  causes  of  consequence. 

If  that  could  be  the  case,  would  it  not  be  a  means  of 
increasing  then-  affection  and  attachment  to  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  ?— In  my  opinion  it  would 
u  y[°^u^  J'  "°*  "^"'^  5P<'edily  alienate  their  affection  from 
both  the  laws  and  the  government  of  France  ?— I  should 
think  It  would  have  that  effect. 

If  that  should  be  the  case,  would  it  not  greatly  promote 
the  mterest  of  the  country  and  improve  it  ?— I  should 
think  it  would. 

From  your  knowledge  of  the  French  laws,  should  you 
wish  to  see  the  property  of  English  subjects  decided  by 
those  laws,  in  preference  to  the  Canadian  ?— My  opinion 
is  otherwise ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  balance  the  merits  of  the 
two  codes  of  laws :  I  do  not  know  enough  of  either  of  them 
If  the  French  law  should  be  established,  do  you  appre- 
hend there  are  judges  sufficient  in  number,  and  of  suifiei;'nt 
abilities,  to  administer  justice  properly  to  the  English 
subjects  ?— I  doubt  it ;  and  besides,  whUe  I  was  there 
the  Canadians  were  much  better  satisfied  with  the  in- 
tegrity and  abiUties  of  the  English  lawyers  in  latter  times 
than  of  their  own  ;  so  as  to  employ  the  English  lawyers 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  many  causes,  in  preference 
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to  thpir  own  Canadian  lawyora,  who  have  alwayn  been 
permitted,  from  the  origin  of  the  civil  government,  to  prac- 
tise in  court. 

In  your  judgment,  would  not  tlie  go(Kl  ol)ji'(t  propiwcd 
by  the  ro-es;  ablishing  of  the  French  laws  and  customs, 
be  as  well  better  answt-red  by  rctnining  a  system  of 
English  laws,  ..ith  such  alterations  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  inti  iducc  i— I  think  that  the  best  method  of  giving 
satisfaction. 

Are  not  those  pr.rts  in  which  you  conceive  nn  alteration 
to  be  necessary.  In  order  to  gratify  the  prejudices  of  the 
Canadians,  principally  confined  to  the  tenure  of  land, 
tie  mode  of  succession,  and  the  descent  of  property  ? — 
Yes  ;  adding  to  it,  conveying  their  lands,  selling,  mar- 
riages, tenures,  &o.  I  believe  I  miBlit  add,  they  would 
bo  pleasid  with  the  continuation  of  the  law  relative  to 
intestate  effects.  It  might  be  eaaily  cured  of  its  defects 
by  the  power  of  making  wills  :  it  differs  little  from  ours. 
Arc  you  possessed  of  knowledge  enough  of  the  French 
laws  intended  to  be  introduced  by  this  bill  to  give  judg- 
ment by  them  >.—l  should  not  like  to  undertake  the  task. 
The  difficulty  may  be  measured  by  M.  Cugnet's  endeavour- 
ing to  prove  that  the  French  law  is  c  matter  of  easy 
attainment.  He  tells  ns,  in  the  manuscript  I  have  seen, 
it  may  be  learned  by  the  perusal  of  only  thirty  volumes 
in  folio  and  quarto. 

I  beg  to  know  your  judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  re- 
establishing the  Catholic  religion  in  Canada,  and  restoring 
to  the  clergy  their  ancient  rights  and  dues,  without  a 
similar  establisluncnt  for  Protestants  ?— It  is  a  very 
doubtful  thing  :  and,  uiiaccompanied  with  restraints  upon 
tlie  bishop's  great  power,  may  be  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence. It  is  certainly  not  necessary  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Canadians  ;  because  the  option  of  paying  tithe,  or 
letting  it  alone,  can  never  be  disagreeable  to  them. 

Do  you  understand  that  the  Canadian  subjects  have  at 
this  time  this  option  ?— They  certainly  have,  and  some- 
times make  use  of  it.  They  never  presume  to  sue  for 
tithe,  either  in  the  court  of  king's  bench  or  ommon  pleas, 
knowing  there  is  no  possibilit;;  of  succeeding.  The 
ground  of  that  opinion  of  theirs  and  of  mine  is,  the  strong 
words  of  General  Amherst's  answer  to  the  demands  on 
the  part  of  the  French  general  for  the  continuation  of  tho 
obligation  of  the  people  to  pay  their  tithes  and  other 
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b„t  a,  to  tho  obligation  of  j^;^nim::::^:^m^^ 

ngH  pl..,u.ur,.,'^    Tlmt  luu,  l„.,.„  imivcrlmlly 


due.  :  "  Orantod  «,  ,„  t,,p  ,„^  ,.^^„.^^ 

»  to  tho  obligation  "♦  "-••' —  ""-       -■  "-T    ...  '.'K'°" 
upon  the  kina'H  ploiwu 
unclrritood,  till  now,  to 

1)1(1  you  ,.v,.r  hoar  in  Cnnadn  tlmt  the  claim  to  tith.. 
■xt.„,  ,.<  to  Roman  Catholic  Inndholdcrn  and  wt   o  fit 

K^i^mSpiSSi!;-^:;;'  -"-»-'  - 
w.^;!:il!du:.:i'tx;ri:l,:l^';;;:'s."n'r''^'" 

r,Ar  r^^^iir  ^«:^,^  ^t^S 

made  effect  vc,  relative  to  what  ia  mLvIV  ♦  i  ■  ""'?"'" 
bv  thin  hill  7     I  r,-.T         """*"' *"'«'P'fen  them 

hope,  of  tha  l/nd  inri'^y  '"'^•'  '""'"  «""«'«•  ^'th 
nf  .„!i  ■  '  ""'*  ^  ''*^'"  fason  to  think  promisca 

of  endeavouring  to  procure  it  have  been  made  to  them 
How  far  they  tTiougtt  they  would  be  suceSl  I  clnnoi 

h^^f,?!*^  they  have  been  induced  to  believe  such  would 
be  the  result,  if  no  such  promises  had  been  made  to  them  ? 
fTom"  ff  X"nH  '\''\^^J^^«^^  Amherst,  th^t  so?ar 

satished.  They  would  have  been  aatiafipH  if  fi,.»  i  !i 
been  pursued  from  the  beginnina     hnl  T  ^'      /         ''""^ 
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ton  of  It  to  rivivo  them.     TIi.ho  Irwh  of  tenure  contain 
the  lawH  th«t  oblige  the  tenants  to  p„y  their  quT  e^t 

t^o  RTind  their  com  at  hin  mill,  and  give  him  hin  meal-toll 
f  th.^  lawH  wen.  to  be  alfre,!  it  wo.il.l  be  taking  aw  v 
he  proper  y  of  the  „eigneur  ;  whi.h  eannot  be"  d.m.^ 
.Z"TVlL.e  tfT"''  '7  """  ™P't"''^tion.  In  thet^t 
Xiina  f";^e  !  ""*  "'  ™"\''y'^"'inK.  which,  though  not 
offreting  the  very  prop.Tty  of  the  people,  b.-caUHe  a  man 
may  bo  made  to  alter  the  m<Kle  I.f  'onvying  hi"  ,m 
perty,  without  absolute,  violation  of  property"  ir,-'  ta 
neceHKary  branch  of  the  law  for  the  coiivenienc.;  of  c." njoy" 
mg   property      These   laws   I   consider  aa   havine   been 

JnZlfrH  7'""r'''r  ""'^."'1"  '^"y  ™8'>t  ">  be  r^tored 
hv  that  /h~  1  '  '.^'^u""  ?''*  '***  "'  devolution  ;  meaning 
by  that  the  lawH  of  inhentance  anu  dower,  and  the  right 
of  the  husband  upon  the  death  of  the  wife  :  the  distriKu- 
eh«n„^i^°  u  t"  ";t™t?'<''«  offeots.  Those  laws  may  be 
capZlftio^.  *.'".'^8'«''''"-.   -tOout   a   breach   of^he 

devout' o'^''n'^■"'  *h  PfP'"  °'  ^''"'^»'  '"  their  religion, 
vrtwithm»n"  ''™\'~^"  several  devout  and  sincere 
yet  with  many  exceptions. 

UDonTheU^f/T^u"*  *''**  °P'"'  *"■>  thinking  that, 
upon  the  death  of  the  present  pri.  ,  thev  would  have 
been  content  if  Protesta^nts  were^c,  eivedi^  the  "r  room  ? 
^  opTnTon        "  '"'"^*"»"°n  '  ^ad  with  a  native.    It  is 

them  ?TrZ'™r,°'  "°t.' '.'">*  thi«  would  have  satisfie,! 
miZ^;;  J  ^.'!!'"""''  '  't  ''"fi  been  done  at  first,  it 
tW  wn.fMv,"™''"'*  """"■  """"'■'li«te  inconvenience,  but 
that  would  have  worn  out  a  long  time  ago.  Thev  ire  a 
submissive,  quiet  people.  I  belilve,  in  many  pSs  if  a 
Protestant  minister  had  been  put  in  upon  the  vacTniv  of 
a   priest,  a  ve.y  httle  pains   taken   by   the   R'o  estant 

fteen  tried':"  "  """"'  '"'"^''"*""'  =  ""  '"^'^  <'-?""""'"' 

veJ^  m!fch"°'  T"""  <'^^'«'''i'"'"y  indulgence  alter  them 
very  much  ?-I  cannot  say  I  have  seen  anything  of  it. 
Do  you  know  of  any  persons  who  wished  to  change  tlieir 
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religion  and  were  afraid  to  own  it  ?     T  ^  j        . 
excused  answerine  questinn«r.i^"    \      '^  ^^  ""ather  be 
I  apprehend,  in  gS  t^at  tf  Zn'"  P"''""'"''- P*™"-^- 
held  out  to  those  who  were  dlZTf^T^"*  ^"^  ^een 
tants,  there  would  have  W.  '^'P°^!<J  *»  become  Protes- 
I  believe  our  sentog  a  Ws  W  ^f£:''t  "f*'?'-  "^  converts, 
to  check  it:  it  Z  op^°l^^Zt^^'^^^^^^muoh 
expre88it)a8acentoeSon  ^f  hf'^'T  gentlemen 
necessarily  more  strict  in  Z'  m!^^  "^Z  the  priests 
than  the/ were  before    '°   ™«,Js'!harge  of  their  duty 
Had  this  not  been  d^e'  hi.T     '' •^''  '"'"°  ^■*''°"t  it^ 
selves  would  graduaZ'have7r»T'™«**P"««'«  tl'^m- 
then  another,  ^ofthetf^iirrf'^™  first  one  doctrine, 

ngamst  all  doctrines  of  he^rTs/flirv'elt^a^d'^or'"""-^ 

wiSTheSirlf  oah^tT  i"^''''"-*^  di-tisfied 
then-  own  laws  and  customs  ^"ft';.'^.''*'''  ^^  ^^"'"^'o"  <>{ 
of  the  trial  by  jury  in  cZin„l  ""^^  generally  approve 
.Are  they  not  eq^uX^S  e^^^^^  ^  *^  th*^  do. 
criminal  causes  ?ll  lonotthi^l  ^^"^8  •"  "^'1  ««  i° 
general  caUed  upon  iuri«l  „ff  the  Canadians  are  in 
Canada.  *^      ^""*'  ^  °"«°  «^  other  inhabitants  of 

in^:uCrpT5rt^rma","''Pf'«°^''-'-«^«Wng 
determine  qn^^S^f  pTopX'' wfc  •-^*  *«  ^-  t? 
of  law,  than  criminal  cSs  ,S^iI  h  depend  upon  cases 
always  found  them  extremX  A  .^^P""**  "P°°  f^ot.  I 
if  I  may  say  so         ^''*''""«'y  attentive  to  my  directions  ; 

Were  they  not  wilhng  to  receive  the  like  assistance  in 
Canadian,  (Quebee  and  L^idon, Y^Tpf  W.'"'"'''^''^"  "^  '^^'^W 


EVIDENCE  OP  CHTEF  JUSTICE  HEY         u 
t.Ve  aX^edTeiSpl^  ^^^^^  ^"  «^"^™''  "^  ^^^  ''"''„- 

respS,ti„g^he  CanXn /ubtnMr^^t^''"'''^'^' 
were  when  they  were  in  thf  ^  ^'  *°  ^^  J"'*  *"  "ley 
-I  believe  Zo7Ztoili^^!T''\°l^}'''  ^''«"«h? 
Canadian  laws  and  cuLLinI-  — "''  '\'^  "^'^  ">e 
The  ordinance  r^ct"Ji'*tS't±ir'"'''''^'  '"  «^--'- 

beliovethey  wouW  T^vh  ™  "PO"  this  subject  ?_I 
The  higher  plrt  of  the  PnLr''  ""T^  "Mections  to  juries. 

it^olf,  fs  hu^m'uLtLJtn^rdtrTdint'' Th°  *'^^  ''"*''"«°» 
of  submitting  their  condurt  tf„  f  ^V  ^^"y ''ave  no  idea 
and  the  lowerTder  bok  unl  >,"'"•'''"' '°^«"°™  : 
burthen  to  them  '^  "  "  <""  '"  '"•"*»>  i*  is)  a 

sid'e::^d''bXurL"ofcan?di^''"?^^  ^'^  "^  --'^  -- 
are  here  by  the  Mge  alS  2  1 1"*?.  P-^^  ""l^  "u^toms 
King's  bench,  thev  are  tT„  ■~J,'''''"=7«.  '"  the  court  of 
in  my  capaci  y  oTchirf  iustier.-n^''"^'''  ""^^^^^  °''''8ed, 
to  determine  by  the  same  ™le  K  ^""^"^.o^^  °f  Weal, 
a  gross  absurdity  thatlsho^diifrTf  '*  ^'"""^  *°  •»« 
of  a  cause,  governed  bv  one  Hi    ?  determine  the  merits 

in';s.rorXe^^e:r°rn'^^«-^'^-^ 

EngUsh  laws,  by  Z'S.^^Z  ^  It^fT'^l^l  '^° 
two  questions   rftthpp      i  i,„i-        ^i       i  ^  ' — -Ihere  are 

tiox^JotheL^Stuonof'S^h?:4'''\v^^^^^ 

tnal  by  jury  thev  pprt»mi„  ^"e"' "  '^^s.     With  regard  to 

resulting  ^omltZ^fL    ^^f^'f^'^^^''^  *"  benefits 

certain  modfficati^s    it  wm^H    ^  f°  W^ehend,  under 

them,  both  in  ewT^^d  crim  ni?ca"uses'''  I  STh":  •**? 

by  jury  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  ihem^f^^''  '"^' 

tZrfuXrrrt^°^ ''^^"- ^^^^^^^^^ 

upon  „'t  to  t'iiShtT^on'tir'*  °"  i''-^'^'^ 
jury  were  to  be  comoos^  nf  1  ^  ^H"™'  ^"'*  "^a'  the 
thirteen  or  fift'enrS  thatTh"""'^"*'?"'"^^'"  («"PP°»e 
weretodetermi-nethequestL  Id^nr'-^  °^  two-thirds 
think  there  would  brmuchnh.W  •  "If^  °^"  ™'"d, 
of  the  Canadians  "bjeetion  m  the  main  body 
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Do  you  mean  this  regulation  to  be  in  criminal  as  well  as 
cml  causes  ?— No.    All  in  criminal  causes. 

Have  you  ever  understood  that  the  French  suitors  had 
ever  been  accustomed  to  make  presents  ?— I  have  never 
heard  of  any  instance.  I  have  found  a  great  alacrity 
among  the  Canadians  to  canvass  for  the  vote  of  a  judge 
ihat  IS  still  remaining  in  the  province. 

Have  you  heard  any  general  complaint  of  juries  de- 
ciding partiaUy  in  causes  of  property,  or  by  any  improper 
mfluence  ?— I  cannot  recollect  any  particular  instance, 
huitors  have  complained.  I  never  heard  any  general 
coraplamt  with  regard  to  decisions.  I  have  heard  some 
with  regard  to  then-  conduct  in  not  deciding  matters. 
^■^\-  *'^*y  hesitate  ?— Perhaps  it  might  be  from 
difliculties  arismg  from  the  question  itself  ;  perhaps  it 
might  be  prejudice  as  to  the  party,  as  between  one 
another;  but  they  certainly  have  departed  without 
giving  verdicts  ;  and,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  I  did  not 
punish  them  for  it. 

Then  the  Canadians  do  not  think,  under  the  proclama- 
tion, this  country  is  under  an  indispensable  necessity  to 
allow  them  juries  ?— I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say.  They 
have  an  option.  They  have  not  frequently  used  the 
option.  According  to  the  best  of  my  information,  it 
never  has  been  in  the  court. 

Would  not  the  English  be  very  much  dissatisfied  if 
Junes  were  not  to  determine  ?— Very  much  so.  They 
are  wonderfuUy  zealous  for  the  trial  by  jury  ;  and  the 
misfortune  IS,  they  do  not  act  up  to  it ;  for  I  can  never  get 
them  to  attend.  They  are  not  numerous.  It  certainly 
comes  upon  them  at  a  very  inconvenient  time.  Thev 
have,  some  part  of  the  year,  nothing  to  do ;  the  rest  of 
the  year  they  are  exceedingly  busy. 

Under  the  present  bill,  do  you  think  you  could  ad- 
minister justice  equally  to  your  own  satisfaction,  or  to  the 
Canadians  in  general,  as  you  have  done  hitherto  ?— The 
question  is  rather  embarrassing  for  me  to  answer.  I  hope 
1  may  answer  for  the  integrity  of  my  own  conduct. 

Could  you  make  yourself  equaUy  master  of  the  Canadian 
law  as  of  the  English  law  ?-That  must  require  a  great 
kmV  .u"^  ?"^  attention  ;  and,  I  am  afraid,  more 
abihties  than  I  am  master  of.  If  his  Majesty  thinks 
proper  to  continue  me,  I  shall  certainly  try  to  make  myself 
master  of  it.     I  am  unequal  to  give  any  opinion  upon  this 
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bill.  It  ia  not  in  my  province,  before  this  House.  I 
profess  myself  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  bill,  and  very 
unable  to  form  an  opinion. 

If  the  benefits  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  were  explained  to 
the  Canadians,  would  they  not  think  themselves  highly 
favoured  by  it  ? — I  should  think  it  impossible  but  they 
must  think  themselves  highly  favoured  by  it ;  but  I  do 
not  pretend  to  answer  for  the  opinions  of  the  Canadians. 
They  are,  in  general,  a  very  ignorant  people — a  very  pre- 
judiced people. 

Are  they  not  capable  of  understanding  the  benefits  of 
juries,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ? — I  cannot 
answer  for  their  capacity.  They  are,  at  present,  in  a 
state  of  great  ignorance  with  respect  to  it. 

If  the  Habeas  Corpus  is  not  allowed,  is  not  arbitrary 
imprisonment  in  the  power  of  the  governor,  without 
legal  relief  ? — I  should  apprehend  there  are  abundance  of 
restraints  upon  the  governor,  which  will  intimidate  him  ; 
and  that  the  courts  of  justice  would  relieve  against  such. 
It  would  not  be  so  instantaneous,  perhaps,  as  the  case 
might  require. 

What  is  the  mode  of  relief  that  the  courts  would  take, 
if  it  came  to  their  knowledge,  under  the  establishment  of 
this  bill  ? — They  would  not  give  instant  relief  ;  but  I 
apprehend  the  party  would  be  delivered  at  the  commission 
of  oyer  and  gaol  delivery.    If  out  of  term  time,  not. 

Suppose  the  imprisonment  private,  what  remedy  then  ? 
— No  remedy. 

Without  the  permission  of  juries,  may  not  money  be 
levied  upon  any  of  the  King's  subjects,  under  this  bill  ? — 
I  have  had  but  one  view  of  the  bill.  I  did  not  know  of 
my  attendance  here.  It  does  not  occur  to  me,  the  power 
of  raising  morey — it  is  so  directly  in  the  \oe  of  every  law. 
I  apprehend  it  might  not  be  done  readilj .  The  applica- 
tion must  depend  upon  the  decision  of  the  court ;  con- 
sequently, upon  a  jury. 

If  the  Papists  were  relieved  from  the  oath  of  transub- 
stantiation,  would  they  not  take  the  other  ? — The  clergy 
would  not.  Perhaps  some  of  the  other  inhabitants 
would.  The  clergy  might  admit  the  King's  supremacy 
with  regard  to  temporals.  I  speak  only  my  own  opinion. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  public  chapels.  Debts  have  been 
sued  for  goods  supplied  to  the  Canadians. 

Have   the   Canadians  thought  the  decision  fair  1 — I 
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reSg  S?-!??ho  eS  :uh'^  l"""-  ^^"«""'^  -Wects 
the  Canadians  ;  but  when  W.^^^'fu'^S'''^  ""'^  '»>»» 
it  ^p  from  them  to  the  oouL^P"'''"'  '^'  ^'^'^^'^  take 

beenrorla^eS'S'nt  ?hetnST'¥h«'  *^  ^''r'""- 
more  com.  are  more  populous  ^dk"^  oertamly  grow 
land  better.  If  this  land  hnW  t  ''''<'«''s«.<=ultivate  their 
would  have  sold  for  more  Th^K  "i"'"  T^^'  ""  ''""•'t  it 
not  at  aU  dissatisfied  w°th  the  ^L^^.°*  ^^  ?•»?'«  «'« 
higher  part  are.  ^  conquest.     To  be  sure  the 

law  a«  wellXr  fcVa^riad Th''^''^  *°  ^"'^8''  °' 
pnnoiple,  that  they  will  never  riv^»  ''°'?  "^  "^  '^"rtain 
any  occasion.         ^  ^""^  8'^"  '^  ^Peoial  verdict  upon 

I  c"  t:rni^°Lr  tken:^^'r  "^  *'^^  ^--"J'-  •--  ?- 

King's  bench  Very  few  .„'  "^""'  "?  *°  t''^  """rt  of 
own  court.  ^  ^""^  ''^"^•'s  "^^r  originated  in  my 

Do  you  understand  that,  bv  this  Mil  .ii  *i,    ,       • 
causes  is  to  be  repealed  and  thl  i        V  ^  *®  ^a"'  ™  civil 
entirely  ?--I  und^Slfso         ''  "^  ^'^'«*''  "*'«'  P'-^" 

4ur?-rk^C^:?'n:^riC''^  P'-^f  °^  *he  Habea. 
they  sit  every  week  ^''^'^^  ''  "°  '°°«  oppression ; 

law"""^?  tt  Eh'  :r 'r  °°„°f,r  ^"«''^''  -"^-'i 

prisoned  for  a  crime  bv  thp^^'  ?■  **  *  P™°">  °ot  im- 
by  the  gaol  dehW  under  thfs,'f'°"'.  ?  >^'  ^''^'^  ^c^cf 
to  inquire  into  all^^oners^^^^f  "*  ^'"  J-^^^y  'J"*/  « 
were  confined.  If  I  did  not'finrf  ?  ^f"^  ^°''  «'*''''  *ey 
tempted  to  make  one  myself  "'"  ^°"  '*'  ^  «'^°"ld  be 

panrKue^^''-^^^^^^  -y  reparation  to  the 

aws   there  must  be  naZaUv  a' rel  ^  T""^  '^''"^  "^ 
that  kind.    What  ths  t„t-  •'^     redress  for  an  injury  of 

Canadian  law  I  cUnot'^teu!""''''  '^°^'  "'  ''  '^  ""^^^  ^ho 
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Do  you  mean,  that  any  chief  justice,  or  judge,  would  bo 
entitled  to  assess  any  particular  sum  of  money  to  com- 
pensate J-Undoubtedfy  the  court  must  sit  and  deter- 
mine the  quantity.  I  cannot  speak  to  it.  I  never  studied 
the  law  of  Canada  as  a  system.  I  have  endeavoured  in 
all  cases  of  information,  to  collect  the  law.  I  apprehend 
the  aggrieved  party  must  bring  an  action;  and  that, 
accordmg  to  the  evidence  of  the  debt,  the  court  would 
allow  It  him.  I  believe,  where  the  matter  has  been  doubt- 
tul,  and  has  depended  upon  an  intricate  account  the 
court  has  ex  officio  awarded  it  to  arbitrators  to  setUe  it 
1  mean  under  the  old  Canadian  system. 

Under  the  Canadian  law,  do  you  know  of  any  power 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  ?-In  particular  cases  there  was 
a  power  ;  but,  in  general,  they  did  not  use  the  arrest  for 
debt.  For  debts  of  a  large  nature,  such  as  bills  of  ex- 
change, I   believe  they  did  allow  it ;    but,  in   general. 

Do  vou  conceive  the  recovery  of  the  property  of  the 
i!-n^ush  merchants,  though  in  Canada,  would  be  more  or 
less  easy,  under  this  bill,  than  it  was  before  ?— That  will 
fi,T  U'"»  *  «f  eat  measure,  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  courts  for  the  admimstration  of  justice.  If  they  were 
well  supplied  with  proper  powers-persons  of  discernment 
and  integrity  mvested  with  proper  powers— I  should 
apprehend  that  property  might  be  more  easily  recovered 

What  do  you  understand,  under  the  present  form  of  the 
en  'nt3     wi,*"  "fjl^^f  administering  justice  in  that 

fnten^nl  ,  ^^°  """'u^  '*f"'i'"  ^^^  ^^^^  °^  *^^  Canadian 
mtendant  2—1  apprehend  that  would  depend  upon  the 
execution  of  the  authority  which  is  given  to  the  Crown 
by  virtue  of  that  clause,  which  enables  the  Kinc  t^ 
appomt  courts  of  justice.  * 

1  f?°/?"  apprehend  the  matter  of  courts  of  justice  to  I 
^ft  at  large  ?-I  do     I  apprehend  my  present  commis- 
sion  will  be  at  an  end. 

What  kind  of  a  commission  can  be  given  under  the 
Canadian  law  ?— I  see  no  necessity  for  altering  the  com- 

Will  the  establishment  absolutely  and  unUmitedly  of 

Sffll""v.-"^  ,'*"'•  *""?  *°  encourage  or  discourage 
Brit  sh  subjects  from  purchasing  land  in  that  country  C- 
1  believe  the  British  subjects  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  res-itution  of  a  part  of  the  Canadian  laws  ;  but  I  think 


80 


THE  QUEBEC  ACT 


the  restitution  of  the  whole  would  very  much  disincline 
them  to  settle  among  the  Canadians. 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  impracticable,  or  even  very 
dithcult,  to  draw  such  a  Uno  of  admission  of  Canadian 
laws,  as  would  give  satisfaction  both  to  the  new  and  old 
subjects  ?— I  myself  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to 
differ  with  General  Carleton  in  that  respect.     His  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  order  the  governor,  the  attorney-general 
and  myself  to  make  our  report  upon  the  state  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  particularly  with  regard  to  grievances  which 
the  Canadians  either  felt,  or  thought  they  felt,  under  the 
administration  of  justice,  as  it  was  then  administered  : 
together  with  the  remedies  that  we  thought  most  proper 
to  be  applied  to  those  grievances.    The  Canadians  con- 
ceived that  the  introduction  of  the  English  laws,  and  the 
exclusion  of  their  own,  at  least  their  doubt  and  uncertamty 
how  far  that  matter  went,  was  their  greatest  giievance  ■ 
ond  the  remedy  proposed  to  be  applied  was  the  restora- 
tion of  their  own  laws  and  customs  in  toto.    I  own,  myself 
1  thought  that  went  too  far.    I  thought  that  such  a  mix- 
ture might  be  made,  as  would  be  agreeable  both  to  the 
tajiadians  and  British  subjects,  at  least  the  reasonable 
part  of  both,  and  answer  every  purpose  of  state  pohcy  here 
at  home.     My  idea  was,  that  a  country  conquered  from 
J<  ranee,  and  retained  by  the  treaty  at  the  end  of  the  war 
was,  if  possible,  to  be  made  a  British  province.     I  was 
and  stiU  am,  very  sensible  that  must  be  a  work  of  time 
and  difficulty  ;  but,  however,  I  thought  it  an  object  worth 
attending  to.    The  first  thing  that  suggested  itself  to  me 
under  that  idea  was,  that  the  laws  of  this  country  should 
be  considered  as  the  leading  system  of  iudicoture  in  a 
provico  that  was  to  become  British.    1  was  willing  how- 
ever, to  aUow  large  exceptions  in  favour  of  the  prejudices 
the  very  natural  and  reasonable  prejudices,  of  the  Cana- 
dians.    I  was  wUling  to  allow  them  the  whole  law  with 
respect  to  their  tenures,  with  respect  to  the  alienation, 
descent,   and  mode  of  conveying  or  incumbering  their 
real  property  to  the  rights  of  dower  and  marriage,  and 
the  disposition  of  their  personal  estate  in  case  of  intestacy. 
ilu8  1  thought  was  a  very  large  field  for  them  ;  quieting 
and  securing  their  possessions  according  to  thek  own 
notions  of  property,  and  not  breaking  in  upon  or  disturb- 
ing their  former  settlements.     The  rest  of  the  law,  as  the 
law  respecting  contract^,  debts,  disputes  of  a  commercial 
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tTnJ"■k^nH^'"M  "'  VT'*^""  ■'■•  ""?  "lany  other  mattere  of 
thot  kind  I  thought  misat  sofely  Htand  upon  English 
bottom  ThcHo  with  the  whole  criminal  law  of  Engffd 
i^nlf  .'"1.  y  J"*"?'  *''"  P''™''"tment8  by  the  grand 
inquest,  together  with  the  ostabliHhment,  or  at  least 
to^ratwn  of  their  religion,  with  some  reformation  in  the 
proceodmgs  of  the  eourts  of  justice,  to  exclude  our 
modes  of  pleading,  which  the  legal  pleaders  of  the  pro- 
vince arc  very  unequal  to,  and  to  introduce  a  more  com- 
pendious and  simple  method  of  process,  more  conformable 
to  what  tW  had  been  used  to  under  their  own  govern- 
ment would,  I  had  hoped,  have  made  up  a  system  that 
should  not  reasonably  have  been  objected  to^  by  either 

ffaffn  f^'  ['*'"\t''"'-  ^  T  "'  °I""'""'  "'^'  "'  thi  time  I 
stated  that  as  the  ground  of  my  difference  from  General 
Carleton  s  report,  it  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
(,anadjans  1  am  m  doubt  now  whether  it  will ;  but  I 
still  think  it  ought. 

fl.^p^  ^V"  ^^^  '*  "'""''^  "°'  ""'^  '"'  satisfactory  to 
the  Canadians  ?-I  apprehend  they  have  risen  in  their 
demands  of  late,  and  hope  to  be  gratified  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  their  desires. 

Upon  what  are  these  very  extensive  opinions  founded  ' 
—1  know  of  no  particular  ground  for  the  extent  of  them' 
It  appears  to  be  a  natural  progressive  state  from  the 
condition  they  were  in,  to  that  in  which  they  now  stand 
They  were  terrified,  and  in  a  state  almost  of  distraction 
They  neither  expected  to  retain  their  religion  or  their 
laws,  and  looked  upon  themselves  as  a  ruined  and  aban- 
doned people;  but  when  they  saw  attention  wisely  and 
Immanely  paid  to  their  situation,  they  were  wiUkie  to 
improve  theh-  condition,  as  far  as  their  ideas  carried  tlTem 
to  the  absolute  restitution  of  their  whole  laws  and  customs' 
Uut  1  know  of  no  particular  encouragement  given  them  to 
ask  anythmg.  It  was  I  have  no  doubt,  promised  them, 
that  their  case  should  be  fully  and  fairly  represented,  and 
that  they  might  rely  upon  his  Majesty's  bounty  and  good- 
ness for  their  relief.  ^ 

th?^  ^,°^  suppose  they  included  in  that  general  wish  for 
the  restitution  of  their  laws  and  customs,  a  wish  for  the 
restitution  of  the  French  criminal  law  ?-I  do  not  appre- 

Si.f"'^-  ^?^-,  ,^'"'y  f '"  P''*'^*'y  ^'^ti^fied  with  the 
Jinghsh  criminal  law.  I  cannot  conceive  them  so  stupid 
as  to  wish  for  the  French  law.     I  speak  of  the  great  body 
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of  the  pcnpld.  Thorp  may  he  a  few  prrannH  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature,  that  may  wisli  for  it. 

Do  not  thoBo  porHona  you  ho  properly  iloHcrlbe  ok  looking 
upon  tlu'ir  situation  with  respect  to  their  property  and 
with  regard  to  juricH,  desire  the  restitution  of  their 
criminal  laws  1—1  have  no  doubt  they  do.  These  are  the 
noblesse. 

Docs  not  the  objection  of  the  higher  people  to  the  trial 
by  jury,  in  civil  causes,  in  a  great  measure  arise  from  their 
being  deprived  of  that  influence  they  used  to  have  from 
their  power  over  the  iudgeg  ?— I  cannot  say  it  docs.     I 


never  heard  any  complaints  of  their  exorcising  any  undue 
influence  over  the  judges. 

Do  you  conceive  that  their  readiness  to  have  back  the 
French  laws  did  not  arise  from  the  expectation  of  success  ? 
Have  you  not  hci-d  that  the  more  powerful  were  the  most 
successful  than  the  lower  people  ?— I  never  have  heard 
anything  particular  one  way  or  the  other  :  but  one  would 
be  apt  to  imagine  that  such  an  influence  might  prevail. 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  in  general,  that  their  courts  of  jus- 
tice were  pure,  and  justice  fairly  administered.  There 
was  a  great  control  of  the  superior  council  over  every 
judges'  determination.  As  that  council  was  composed  of 
men  of  the  first  rank  and  character  in  the  province,  I 
cannot  suppose  they  were  under  any  undue  influence,  or 
that  they  would  suffer  any. 

Would  not  the  lower  and  middle  Canadians  be  flattered 
and  pleased  by  the  power  given  by  a  jury,  in  proportion 
as  the  higher  were  mortified  ?— I  am  incUned  to  think  not. 
They  would  endure  it.  that  is  all :  and,  under  the  altera- 
tions I  have  mentioned  before,  it  would  be  less  disagree- 
able to  them  ;  but  I  fear  it  would  take  a  long  time  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  use  or  advantage  of  it. 

Was  an  appeal  to  the  superior  council  attended  with  no 
difficulty  or  expense  ?— No  difficulty,  and  very  little 
expense. 

Where  will  the  right  of  hearing  appeals  be  lodged  under 
this  law  ?— I  apprehend  that  will  depend  upon  the  con- 
stitution of  the  courts  ;  as  they  will,  and  must  be  new 
modelled  under  that  law. 

Do  you  think  the  former  law  of  appeals  will  be  in- 
applicable to  the  government  of  that  country  under  its 
new  law,  without  a  special  provision  being  made  ? — There 
will  be  no  court  to  appeal  to.    The  present  courts  wili  be 
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aunu  nty  that  con-titutoH  th.-Hr  ,.ourts  nmy  [  nrcsume 
o..m,t.tuto  the  m,-,l,.  of  ,,rocoeding  in  th.m.^an  |  ZwZd 
whcro  t(.  apnoal  from  tlu^m.  But  this  „..  only  2*."?, 
n  my  a,,pr,.|„.nHi„n   that  tho  r>.h-H  ,.f  law  to Xm.W  v^ 

"vil';:;;^[p"  """•""  '«•  "•"•"'  <•'  '•--""  with  n^Jat 

!»!'''" /n"  "'.**■"'  '"'y'"«'y  »iiffi<^ii.itly  qualified  in  ll»- 
ment.Tn'!  *''''  ""  P''^"""''''-  P>  ■•"on  ii  my  v.yl  to 

RniHf  ^"/m"''?" **",''  ^'"'  »PP™'  w"»M  1>«  according  to  the 
Bpirit  of  the  Freneli  law  f-Tho  ultimate  anneal  would 
always  rest  upon  tho  King  and  council ;  but  the"  tne  s  ii 
tre"e2;.*'*""«"  "^"^  •^^'P™-'  "P°"  »'"'  -nitltut^r  ol 
no  you  conce_ivo  there  would  bo  no  inconvenience  arise 

Not  with  regard  to  the  abilities  of  the  privy  couneil 
But  do  you  conceive  that  the  education  of  a  man  for  a 

of  Z3"nf'";?^*'''"r?°""i^y'  '^'"  """'''«  him  to  judge 
ot  tne  extent  of  these  Canadian  laws  ?    Is  the  r«ni,u,^ 

a™  °VtT "  "\°i  ^^''•""'  ?^ '«"  oontdn':i''nt; 

books  ?--It  18  much  less  complicated  than  the  EnclX 

textofTeTrn  ^"  ^ '""'">  le«B.  number  of  boofa^  *The 
text  of  the  Canadian  law  is  contained  in  a  very  few  articles  • 
but  the  commentaries  may  be  very  voluminous.  ' 

fori  ?.  Tk-  "°*  ■""'"7  P"'*'  "f  'ho  Canadian  law  imma- 
terial to  this  point,  but  which  might  be  attended  v^th 
considerable  inconvenience  to  tL  English  subiWs 
residing  there  ?-I  must  confess  I  am  not  abe  to  answer 
that  question.  The  Canadian  laws  were  extra^?ed 
those  that  were  thought  necessary  and  appHcab^  to  evei; 
fnTn^a  X'TiJ"'  P^°P«rty-by  Het  of  gentleS 
m  Lanada  who,  I  believe,  were  very  unequal  to  the  work 
The  compilation  is  published,  and  has  been  printed  it 
is  generally  thought  to  be  a  faithful  one  ^  ' 

In  adoptmg  that  compilation,  and  establishine  trial  hv 

ou7anv°'^  rT^'^'  '"'«''*  "°*  ™<''>  t""'  b"  obta"Ld™' Ui^: 
ZL7  burdensome  expense  to  the  inhabitants  ?-I  do 
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Would  it  not  bo  difliuult,  in  Home  ciwcfi,  for  the  courts 
to  regulate  the  expenses  ? — I  should  think  not,  in  material 
matters  ;  but  in  tlui  fees  of  counsel,  for  example,  no  court 
can,  or  perhaps  ought,  to  interfere. 

Do  you  oonocivc  that,  at  preHent,  (tie  Canadians  are 
much  attached  to  France,  and  would  wish  to  be  under 
that  government  again  ? — I  do  not  apprehend  that  the 
body  of  them  would.  No  doubt  the  noblesse  and  the  mili- 
tary have  been  great  sufferers,  from  the  loss  of  their  em- 
ployments and  commissions  ;  and  it  is  natural  enough  to 
simposc  that  they  would  incline  to  their  old  employments, 
under  their  own  government.  But  I  should  hope  that 
they,  if  proper  indulgence  were  paid  to  them,  might  be 
made  to  withdraw  from  every  idea  of  returning  to  their 
old  government,  and  become  good  British  subjects. 

Do  you  conceive  the  Canadfians  would  have  any  great 
objection  to  a  provincial  assembly,  into  which  Roman 
Catholics  would  be  admitted,  under  certain  restrictions, 
such  as  taking  the  oatlis  1 — I  believe  they  have  no  idea  of 
advantage  from  it.  They  look  upon  the  house  of  assembly 
as  a  house  of  riot,  calculated  for  nothing  but  to  disturb 
the  government,  and  obstruct  public  servants. 

Do  they  understand  that  there  is  a  resemblance  between 
the  house  of  assembly  and  the  House  of  Commons  in  this 
country  ? — They  do  not  understand  the  principles  of 
either. 

Have  there  not  been  conferences  in  that  country,  rela- 
tive to  the  form  of  government,  and  arrangement  of  laws, 
that  may  best  suit  them  ? — I  know  of  no  particular  con- 
ferences in  that  country  relative  to  a  form  of  government 
and  arrangement  of  laws. 

Has  it  never  been  agitated  with  them,  what  would 
make  them  happy  ? — I  know  of  no  conference  among  them 
upon  that  subject.  Their  ideas  are  u  oerfect  submission 
to  the  Crown,  and  to  any  authority  tie  Crown  chooses 
to  erect.  They  have  a  high  confidence  in  his  Majesty. 
If  he  chooses  to  cpU  a  house  of  assembly,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  compose  it ;  but  they  would  not  know  what  to 
do  when  they  came  there,  nor  have  they  any  idea  of  the 
advantages  of  such  an  assembly. 

They  never,  then,  have  been  made  to  understand,  by 
any  of  the  King's  servants,  that  it  would  be  of  advantage 
to  them  ?  No  pains  have  been  taken  to  tell  them  that,  by 
mians  of  an  aasembly,  they  would  have  a  power  of  internal 
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regulation  ;  hut  they  Imvr  bii^n  taught  ti.  put  tlw  uniplcHt 
confidence  m  the  Ctown  ?— Tlioy  requir.-  no  innt  ruction  ; 
It  M  thur  natural  habit.  I  have  Imrangued  tlio  juried 
upon  the  advantages  of  the  British  con«tilut!i>n  ;  but, 
whether  it  wag  my  fault  in  not  delivering  my  ideas  upon  the 
BUbieot  clearly,  or  that  they  were  not  interpreted  to  them 
m  the  J  renoh  language,  I  f"  not  believe  any  Canadian  took 
notic*  of  what  I  said.  I  nean,  my  ideas  with  regard  to 
trial  by  jury  and  the  criminal  law  of  England.  I  never 
mentioned  any  advantage  of  an  assembly. 

Have  you  over  understood  tliat  there  was  an  abaiiliitc 
dislike  to  assemblies  omong  the  Canadians,  or  only 
a  dishko  in  part  ?— They  do  not  understand  them,  and 
what  they  do  not  understand,  tliey  cannot  be  said  to 
dislike. 

Were  they  over  informed  that  assemblier.  could  be 
managed  sc  .  o  bo  extremely  obsequious  to  govern- 
ment ?— They  do  not  at  all  understand  t|.'<  metho  1  of 
making  themselves  so.  To  the  English  mot  chants,  who 
are  desirous  of  establishing  the  English  lows,  it  would,  of 
course,  be  an  encouragement. 

M.  Lotbinidre,  one  of  the  French-Canadian  seigniors, 
and  Dr.  Marriott,  the  King's  Advocate-General,  wore  next 
examined,  but  contributed  nothing  of  importance. 

The  various  clauses  were  now  discussed  in  Committee, 
before  a  House  which  grew  rapidly  smaller  as  the  session 
dragged  on. 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke.— Before  I  proceed,  allow  me  to 
state,  in  a  few  words,  my  opinion  with  regard  to  ihe 
pnncip  e  of  toleration.  There  is  but  one  healing.  Catholic 
principle  of  toleration  which  ought  to  find  favour  in  this 
House.  It  IS  wanted,  not  only  in  our  colonies,  but  here. 
1  he  thirsty  earth  of  our  own  country  is  gasping  and  ganine 
and  crving  out  for  tliat  healing  shower  from  heaven  The 
noble  lord  has  told  you  of  the  right  of  those  people  by  the 
treaty  ;  but  I  consider  the  right  of  conquest  so  little,  and 
the  right  of  human  nature  so  much,  that  the  former  has 
very  little  consideration  with  mo.  I  look  upon  the  people 
ot  Canada  as  coming,  by  the  dispensation  of  God,  under 
the  Bntish  Government.  I  would  have  us  govern  it  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  all-wise  disposition  of  Providence 
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woulil  K„v,.rii  it.  Wi.  knew  tlml  llo  KutTon.  th«  Mun  t<i 
Hliino  ii|M>n  tlio  riKl,t«m»  ,„„|  the  unriKht.^.uH  ;  ,ui<l  w.. 
ought  til  .ii(!,.r  nil  .■!«««.«,  without  illHtinrtion.  to  >nj..v 
o<|.mll.v  the  riK.t  ..f  w..rMliii,pi„K  (|,„|,  ,,„.,,r<linK  t„  thV 
l;Kht  II.-  hiw  tMvii  plmHiMf  I.,  Kiv..  th<.n..  Tl...  word 
«*t«l.  iHhwl      hiM  iH-i.n  iim<l«  iiHr  .if  :  it  iH  not  ..nlv  it 

.•riiii.'.  iMit  HoniHliiiiK  iinniitiir.il  I tuliliHh  n  n-liBion 

II-  ti-ni-th  of  wliioh  yon  ilo  not  l>..|irv...     Applyini-  it  l.i 
t  I.-  i>n.i,-nt  MilmhitnntH  of  Cnnndii,  how  iIih-h  tl...  ...li-Htion 

•t«n.l  ?  It  i.tnn.l«  tliUH  :  y.ni  hav.-  got  ii  p.Hipl,.  pinfcHHinK 
Ih.-  I{...n.in  Cftth.)!.,-  n-li«ion,  nn.l  in  p..HH.  ..Hil.n  ..f  ,i  main- 
li-nnm-..,  IvnaWy  iippropriiiti-<i  t.)  ilH  il.-ri(y.  Will  v.iii 
.l..priv„  t  u-.n  .)f  that  (     Now,  tlmt  Ih  not  «  .m.-^lioif  of 

.•BtfthliKhni.-nt    ;  th tal.li«hni.-nt  wnM  not  nmd.-  Iiv 

y..n;  It  ...MHt..,!  h,.for.>  the  trciity  ;  it  t.H.k  nothinu  fr..m 
tno  tronty  ;  n.>  l.-KiHlntiir.-  hiw  a  riclit  to  tak.-  it  away  • 
n..  K.)v,-nior  hiw  a  right  t..  KHHiM-n.lit.     Thi-  prin.iph-  Im 
ronhrnu-U    hy    th.-    uwigp   of   i-v.-ry   civiliw-.!    nati.'n    of 
l',im>|)o.     In  all  onr  (•on.|ii.-r.-.l  c..lonit-«,  th.-  .•Htahliv'i.-.l 
rHiK.on  wiw  contirnu-d  to  tlicni ;  l>y  whi.-h  1  ini.l.-rnC.n.l, 
that  ix-ligion  bIiouI.I  rocciv.-  tin-  protection  of  the  Stat.- 
m  tlioBc  po!oni..»  ;  and  I  shoul.l  not  conHi.ior  that  it  ha.l 
r.-«-.vrd  Huch  protection,  if  tli..ir  clergy  wore  not  pro- 
t«-t.-<i.     I  ilo  wvy,  that  a  ProtpHtant  clergyman  going  into 
tnat  country  .lo.  ,  not  receive  the  protection  of  tl..-  lawH 
II  he  iH  not  allowed  to  worHhip  God  according  to  liiH  own 
cr<>prt.     I«  thiH  removing  the  sacred  land-mark  ?     What 
1  aoHiro  18,  that  everyone  should  contribute  towards  tlu- 
i-nintonance  of  the  religion  he  professes  ;  anil  if  this  is 
proiH-r  to  1»  done,  why  not  do  it  immediately  ?     The 
religion  to  be  established  should  be  that  appr.)ved  religion 
which  we  call  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  England      With 
regard  to  the  religion  of  our  own  country,  there  would  bi- 
|>ropriety  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  established  ";  but  1 
maintain,  that  everyone  ought  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
poTt  of  some  religion  or  other.     Does  any  gentleman 
mean  tc  say,  that  the  impious  profligate,  the  moment 
he  chooses  to  avow  himself  an  unbeliever,  can  appro- 
priate to  his  own  use  the  tithe  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  pay  to  the  support  .  f  any  religious  establishment  ? 
suppose  one  of  those  persons  should  turn  Jew— I  would 
give  him  complete  tolera-ion,  but  I  say,  let  him  support 
the  synagogue.     I  will  suppose  this  case  ;  when  a  man 
18  sued  for  his  tithe,  he  will  declare  that  he  does  not 
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profnw  tlio  K<iniui  (istliiilir  ri<liKinti.  Ho  tlmn  wiiIIih 
■linwtly  into  tlm*.  Miihm-Iiiiiim>,  or  rliiiriili,  fur  tlio  Hii|i|Hirt. 
iif  whicih  he  haii  |NMitivi>ly  n'fiiM'il  to  cnKuKn  liimwlf ;  h« 
H»yM,  )ir  il(M>H  not  nriifiwi  Kir  I'opiHli  rfllKloii  ;  iind  »ii|i- 
IHimi  li«  iilwl riM^ts  liiniM'lf  from  itll  riiliKioii,  do  (utyH  no 
tithe.  If  tliJH  liii  nUowi'il,  V"ii  iiri^  cni'diiriminK  liini  to 
!«'  an  ntlniixt.  Tlmri'furo  tliiH  i'Iuumi  <Iih'h  not  iimvido  for 
thn  iwtulillHJitnriil  of  l'i>|MT.v,  liiit  it  iIihm  nrovido  for  tin. 
rHtnlillHliiiii'nt  of  allirixni.  I  liuvo  not  yet  liciird  n  hIiiuIow 
of  nn  lUiHWcr  to  tliiH  cliiirxr  ;  nor  tlio  HlixliloHt  iitlcni|>t 
inodo  to  ri'mcdy  thiH  ovil.  Willi  a  victw  of  imnitinK  it,  I 
Hhall  |iro|H>H«  n  olmim',  providinK  tliiit  tlw  titlio  puid  l.y 
iMirNonH  not  profeiihing  thn  Koniun  Cotholie:  rolinion  hIihII 
Imi  hnndod  ovur  to  thn  Horioty  for  thn  l'ropn((ntion  of  tlio 
(ioH|M<l.  Whiit  iiltjwtion  cBn  Ihi  niiuln  to  my  proiHwition 
l^  nnnnot  cuynjooturo.  Docs  it  trisnoh  on  tlio  ri^litH  of 
KnitliHlimon  (  l)o<«  it  tron(^h  on  tlio  rijjhtH  of  thn  ancient 
inhabitantH  of  (Canada  I  Hy  no  tnnnnH.  Wlinn  thn  pnopin 
hncomn  dividnd  in  i,hnir  religion,  why  not  follow  thn 
UnnnroUH  oxamplo  wit  hy  the  treaty  of  VVi-Htphalia  ;  hy 
which  thn  duticn  of  two  or  tliron  (MtohliHlininntH  were 
(liMnhargnd  in  the  Haniu  nhurch  on  the  Manio  clay  ;  the 
Itonian  Catholia,  tlio  Lutheran,  and  the  reformed  re- 
ligion ?  tt  HotB  an  example  worthy  <  i  a  C'hriHtian  Church. 
It  18  a  happy  union,  that  hoH  HxeJ  iiouin  for  over  in  thowi 
prorinoeB, 

Colonel  Borr^.— Thin  bill  Sir,  origiaatcd  with  the  Houmc 
of  Lordn.  It  in  Popinh  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
The  Ixirdg  arc  the  Ruminh  priefiH,  who  will  give  Wh 
MajcBty  absolution  for  hrcuking  Iun  promine  given  in  the 
proclamation  of  1763.  In  this  bill  they  have  done  like  all 
other  priests — not  considered  Hnparately  the  crimes  with 
which  the  bill  abounded,  but  have  bundled  them  all  up 
together,  and,  for  despatch,  aiven  absolution  for  the  whole 
at  once.  When,  however,  the  mcaHure  came  down  to  this 
House,  its  members,  not  being  so  Popishly  inclined, 
wished  to  have  some  information.  They  asked  for  papers  : 
all  the  papers  they  asked  for  were  not  granted.  They 
asked  for  evidence  :  all  the  evidence  was  not  gronted. 
The  first  man  who  governed  the  colony  you  would  not  hear, 
though  I  stated  the  reasons  why  he  ought  to  be  called. 
The  chief  justice  and  the  attorney -generol  of  Canada 
were  both  examined  ;  and  their  testimony  goes  in  the  teeth 
of  this  bill.    Thus  it  is  decidedly  opposite  to  the  opinion 
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general  are  both  TAL  h      ^  attorney  and  solicitor- 
without  the  help  7note«>,     '"  "°«"'"  "^  '"""^^'y-  t''"!' 

i^:-^i  "B^  »"•'"■«'  S-.Sf.*£': 

papers  found  after  its  deoeasT^there  flnZ  V^  ""^^ 
suspect  that  it  diprJ  m  t^„  i  ■  ^reat  reason  to 
Catholic  religion  profession  of  the  Roman 

inexpedient  to  call  fn  LsLwy"^'  Now  tW  T  Z'''""' 

the^.fdtuss^„;C?een'tt  th^'ti:"  *"^  ^°"^^^  °^ 
'  Clause  XII.  of  the  Act  as  finally  passed. 
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iSrH^'- '--'='■ -r 

f„m    ri?    .■""  ^''^  °'  ™™  whatever.     I  never  wish  to 

aeafnit   th;   „  f  ?i    v°  ^  ''*^<' ""*  heard  a  single  argument 
S^         i!   ftablishment   of   an   assembly     Wi   have 

8eauenr«Tn  f  ht  ^"*  ^  ^^^  P"""""^  "*  *'«'  greatest  con- 
law  aTdCn  ""'T^  ^""^  '^^^^'^  '°  •'^  ''"'»«hed  to  French 
aw  and  Fren- 1  customs,  are  we  not,  by  preferring  a  leris 
lativocouncil  to  an  assembly,  putting p^w^erS?hehS 
hL^r^LT'  P"*'^'  *°  ^'''"'^  government  ?  No  o^ 
Romaf  Cathnlie?"™''*""T-°^  ^^^  P'^^'P'"  "^  Canada  beiSg 
truS  I  sh^fl  ^'  ™  "''J'^ction  to  an  assembly,  and  ! 

one  wL  h      "^'""'  '''"'"■  '""^  *"  objection  stated    f^  no 

thfnk  beW  Zt'T"'"?'^  with  RUan  Catholics  ean? 
tnmK,  Delieve  that  there  is  ajiyth  ne  repuimant  in  thi;,. 
views,    o  the  principles  of  political  VedomTh"  prin 

Sol^  P"*"*'."  •'  ''"^'*''"'  *''°"8'^  °°t  P'^ctiscd  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  are  as  much  cherished  and  revercTbv 

shrifloTCf'*""'^"*^-    "therew^Idanger'^ 
those  ofV-w  "  ""'"  ^''""  "•"^'^  °f  '•«''  ^^"k.  'ban 

oeiore  us,  what  have  the  witnesses  at  the  bar  said  ? 
The  governor  eertainly.is  evidence  against  an  assemblv- 
the  chief  justice  certainly  is  evidence  fgainst  an  Zmbly ;' 
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Mr.  MaH^rea  m  for  an  assembly.     But,  in  point  of  fact 
what  came  out  in  evidence  ?     That  there  were  in  the 
province  at  present  one  hundred   and  fifty   thousand 
Roman   Catholic   subjects,    and    about   three   hundred 
and   sixty  Protestant  families,  whose  numbers  we  will 
suppose  to  be  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  personH ;  but 
very  few  of  them  are  pos'     sed  of  any  property  at  all. 
The  fair  inference,  therefc       is  that  the  assembly  would 
be  composed  of  Roman  Cao^iolics.     Now,  I  ask,  is  it  safe 
for  this  country— for  wc  must  consider  this  country— to 
put  the  principal  power  into  the  hands  of  an  assembly  of 
Roman  CathoUo  new  subjects  ?     I  agree  with  the  honour- 
ab  e  gentleman,   that  the  Roman  Catholics  may  be  honest 
able,   worthy,   sensible   men,   entertaining  very  correct 
notions  of  political  Uberty  ;  but  I  must  say,  there  is  some- 
thing in  that  religion,  which  makes  it  not  prudent  in  a 
Protestant  government,  to  establish  an  assembly  con- 
sisting entirely  of  Roman  Catholics.     The  honourable 
gentleman  is  of  opinion,  that  more  is  to  be  dreaded  from 
the  seigneurs  than  from  those  in  the  lower  ranks.     Sure 
I  am,  that  the  seigneurs,  who  are  the  great  possessors  of 
the   lands,    would   be   the   persons   who   composed   the 
assembly,  and  some  of  them  will,  I  hope,  be  admitted  to 
the  legislative  council ;  but  then,  the  governor  wUl  choose 
those  on  whose  fidelity  he  has  the  greatest  reason  to  rely. 
They  wiU  be  removable  by  the  King  in  councU,  and  will 
not  depend  whoUy  upon  the  Roman  Catholic  electors, 
or  be  removable  at  their  pleasure.    It  is  not  at  present 
expedient  to  caU  an  assembly.    That  is  what  the  act 
says  ;  though  it  would  be  convenient  that  the  Canadian 
laws  should  be  assimilated  to  those  of  this  country    as 
far  as  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  admit,  and  that  British 
subjects  should  haye  something  or  other  in  their  consti- 
tution preserved  for  them,  which  they  will  probably  lose 
when  they  cease  to  be  governed  entirely  by  British  laws. 
That  It  IS  desirable  to  give  the  Canadians  a  constitution 
in  every  respect  like  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  I 
will  not  say  ;  but  I  earnestly  hope,  that  they  will,  in  the 
course  of  time,  enjoy  as  much  of  our  laws,  and  as  much  of 
our  constitution,  as  may  be  beneficial  for  that  country 
and  safe  for  this.    But  that  time  is  not  yet  come.' 

'  A  long  discussion  on  the  subject  of  trii.J  by  jury  foUowed,  in 
which  some  of  the  Opposition  showed  a  tendency  to  talk  for  the  sake 
of  talkini'. 
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Mr  Edmuml  Burke.— \  will  now  pass  to  the  alleged 
hatred  of  the  Canadians  to  servo  on  juries  ;  their  in- 
aptitude to  the  exercise  of  the  functions.'  But  a  jury 
may  be  fit  for  them,  though  they  may  not  be  fit  for 
jurymen.  A  love  of  justice  must  belong  to  the  Canadians, 
as  well  as  to  other  people  ;  and  I  cannot  believe  that 
trial  by  jury  is  an  odious  thing  to  men  who  are  subject 
to  no  undue  prepossession  against  it.  In  a  question 
upon  matter  of  fact,  where  evidence  is  taken  upon  oath 
between  parties  who  are  flesh  of  our  flesh,  bono  of  our  bone 
IS  there  anything  calculated  so  to  prejudice  mankind,  as 
to  make  them  look  upon  the  question  of  trial  by  jury  as 
an  odious  thing  ?  What  is  the  reason  that  you  cannot 
repose  confidence  in  the  known  reason  of  men,  as  well  in 
that  country  as  in  this  ?— But  it  is  said,  the  people  of 
Canada  are  averse  to  juries  !  Have  they  complained  of  a 
jury?  We  have  not  one  single  syUable  of  complaint, 
which  has  been  taken  at  first  hand.  Opinions  inferred 
trom  conversations  may  be  very  easily  mistaken.  They 
may  have  complained,  very  properly,  that  they  found  the 
laws  of  the  land  all  shaken  ;  that  they  found  a  new  rule 
given  them,  by  which  their  famUy  settlements  were  aU 
deranged  ;  that  they  were  deprived  of  all  share  in  the 
government.    But,  Sir,  as  to  the  aUeged  dislike  of  these 

Sfi°§  !u°  ^i"  *"*,'  i'y  J"'7'  ^Iiat  does  the  gentleman  who 
Mled  the  office  of  Attomey-Gener. '  in  that  country  with 
so  much  honour  to  himself  tell  you  ?  Did  he  point  out 
this  fact  ?  Did  he  ever  give  such  evidence  %  He  spoke 
flatly  to  the  contrary.  He  constantly  spoke  of  it,  not  as 
a  thing  which  they  disliked,  but  as  one  of  which  they  were 
Ignorant.  Now,  dislike  and  ignorance  are  very  different 
thinra.  In  their  ignorance  they  confused  the  idea  of  a 
grand  jury  with  that  of  a  petty  jury,  and  esteemed  the 
law  a  tyranny.  Even  Mr.  Hey's  evidence  had  only  a 
dubious  word  or  two  in  it. 

Having  cleared  my  way  thus  far,  there  remains  nothing 
but  the  evidence  of  a  general  officer.  He,  to  be  sure 
spoke  of  the  ignorance  of  the  people  of  Canada  :  he  told 
us  of  their  having  no  wish  to  be  tried  by  juries  ;  that  they 
preferred  the  mode  of  trial  by  a  judge,  from  custom,  habit 
and  education  ;  and  that  they  thought  it  strange  that 
the  English  residents  should  prefer  to  have  their  lives  and 
Wedd""b''  """^  ''°°''°  ^^  '°™  "^'^  excellent  chaiJ  of  Tturlow  and 
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properties  decided  upon  by  barbers  and  shoemakers.  You 
see  Sir  how  much  these  people  are  to  be  pitied  whoso 
autlionty  is  thus  quoted  ;  lio^i  ignorant,  how  mueh  de- 
nffilf ',  r""^  i-^?r  PJ'""""  '^^°  conversed  with  this  great 

tu^?on  wW>^'.t  """y  ^r^  °^  *^«  "«'"'«  "f  that  Ssti- 
tution  which   they  condemned  !    Their  objection  was 

reif^  ""  °''^'"*"'?  "*  Pu""^"-  ^°^-  «  that 'was  a  good 
reason  to  urge  against  the  institution  there,  it  is  a  good 
reason  against  it  here.  But  the  objections  of  the  C^^a- 
,tZ;  K.  "  ^^^^7-  ^'^  """'l  *•"!  substantial,  are  easily 
tnZ  w  Z'^^°tt  "'J?"y  *°  *"'''  hy  jury.  With  regard 
to  the  objection  that  it  is  humiliating  to  be  tried  by  a 

Ee  th^li"^  T"  *'°'"  1*?°^^  ^'^^  ^*«  desirous  of  being 
above  the  law  ;  who  are  ambitious  of  lording  it  ovc,  "leir 
brethren.  To  check  that  disposition  wouW  be  ;.c  of 
my  reasons  for  gmng  a  ury  ;  because  giving  a  jury  ^rould 

thorwLr*"'-H°"  '"I^"  ""''J°"'y  °f  the  p%o^le,^aJa'nst 
l,Tiy  !^  .^""^l  *?^  arrogance  make  them  say  it  h 
to  alWh'"^  S  Bubmit  to  a  jury.  I  have  no  objection 
^nd  L  H  authority  whjch  weight  of  family,  great  name, 
and  fixed  property  m  the  country  can  con/er      These  are 

tfeV'-'P"'"'"'-  ^,"*  ^°^  d™«  the  establishment  rf 
l?^  lu'Z  "^''^'lan'y  contradict  the  feelings  of  this 
class?  It  does  not  contradict  their  feelings  in  this 
country.  All  the  objections  of  the  Canadians  fgainst  the 
measure  therefore  ought  to  vanish. 

,-„ri  °^''.u°KT"°"  "''8<'d  ^*'"st  the  establishment  of 
No^ft'J^^^  ^^7-  T?"''*,''"  *  hurthen  to  the  people 
Now  that  IS  an  objection  of  another  sort ;  but  what  sort 

with  ruth" I"  '*  ■  Tw'-^^^^d  gentleman  has  stated  " 
with  truth  he  says,  that  no  man  is  willing  to  be  a  juror 
because  he  is  a  juror  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  not 
for  his  own  benefit.  There  is  no  one  but  would  wish  to  be 
excused  from  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  In 
many  cases  here,  men  must  be  forced  to  serve.     Why  not 

were".  T  '''  T  ^'  ""  ^'"'r  i  ^"''  '*  ^  ™'^"  *"°~ 
were  n.ade,  such  a  measure,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  recon- 

Tnnli  Canadians  :-.I  would,  however,  rather  try  a  little 
onger,  and  see  whether  these  two  oDJections,  thTt  a  jury 
IS  oppressive  to  the  poor  and  humiliating  to  the  rich 
cannot  be  thoroughly  removed  without  it 

Another  thing  I  forgot  to  allude  to.  We  are  told,  that 
Tn.r"^V  "nanin>'ty  m  a  jury  shocks  the  Canadians, 
iruly,  feir,  I  know  it  ,3  the  substance  and  character  of 
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"*  ii"'y  to.bf  unanimous  by  our  law  ;  but  if  I  could  be 
suffered,  in  a  great  public  cause,  to  give  an  opinion,  I 
do  not  think  that  unanimity  is  absolutely  necessary, 
but  that  the  majority  of  a  jury  might  do  just  as  well. 
1  believe  it  would  prove  no  inconvenience  ;  because, 
oven  in  this  country,  the  majority  of  a  jury  always 
turns  tlie  scale.  The  inconvenience  is  this,— the  rest, 
finding  they  must  yield,  trifle  with  their  oath  ;  they 
cannot  be  quite  so  strict  with  their  oath  as  I  could  wish 
them.  I  believe  that,  by  the  payment  of  a  very  small 
remmieration  for  the  loss  of  time,  all  objections  to  juries 
wiU  vanish.  One  learned  gentleman  has  suggested,  that 
compensation  might  be  given  to  a  jury  to  the  amount  of 
three  pounds  :  but  let  it  be  left  to  the  judge,  jury  and 
counsel  to  adapt  the  payment  to  the  nature  of  the 
cause.  Most  blameable  will  they  be,  if  they  establish 
such  compensation  as  will  make  the  expense  eat  out 
the  suit. 

Having  said  this,  I  would  remark,  with  regard  to  what 
the  learned  gentleman  has  charged  against  us  about 
forcing  laws  upon  them,  that  all  such  accusations  vanish 
into  air  ;  they  are  not  applicable  to  the  case.  We  do  not 
know  that  they  abhor  a  jury— that  they  abhor  a  collective 
J"''y>  in  which  they  themselves  will  bear  a  considerable 
part.  If  it  be  proposed  hereafter  to  give  a  jury  to 
Canada,  what  will  the  answer  be  ?  "  Dare  I  give  what 
the  Parliament  of  England  has  refused  ?  "  You  never 
wiU  have  a  jury,  if  you  do  not  put  it  into  this  bUl  :  it  is 
absolutely  and  clearly  impossible.  How  many  years 
elapsed,  before  you  thought  of  making  any  constitution 
tor  Canada  at  all !  And  now,  instead  of  making  them 
tree  subjects  of  England,  you  sentence  them  to  French 
government  for  ages.  I  meant  only  to  offer  a  few  words 
upon  the  part  of  the  Canadians,  and  leave  them  to  their 
misery.  They  are  condemned  slaves  by  the  British 
Parhament.  You  only  give  them  new  masters.  There  is 
an  end  of  Canada. 

Sir,  having  given  up  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of 
these  people,  having  deprived  them  of  the  principles  of 
our  constitution,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  three 
hundred  and  sixty  English  families.  It  is  a  small  number  : 
but  1  have  heard,  that  the  Engli.sh  are  not  to  be  judged  of 
by  n-mber  but  by  weight ;  and  that  one  EngUshman  can 
beat  two  Frenchmen.     Let  us  not  value  that  prejudice. 
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I  do  not  know  that  one  Englishman  can  beat  two  French- 

Talniw  fK  """r  *^*i,'"  ^^''  "'»«•  •>«  °"«ht  to  be  more 
valuable  than  twenty  Frenchmen,  if  you  eitimate  him  as 
a  freeman  and  the  Frenchmen  as  Blaves.  What  can  com- 
pensate an  Enghshman  for  the  loss  of  his  laws  ?  Do  vou 
propose   to  take   away  liberty  from   the  Englishman 

iLnM  f  1,  "?"''™*"v*'f°"8''  *«"  thousand  Frenchmen 
should  take  It  against  their  will.  Two-thirds  of  the  whole 
trading  interest  of  Canada  are  going  to  be  deprived  of  their 
berties,  and  handed  over  to  French  law  and  French 
tnJnl"^-  i'  *^'  J"''  .'°  EngUshmen  ?  Surely,  the 
than  ?h«Th^"*',  "^^f  "l"  protection  of  our  law'moro 
than  the  noblesse  !     They  have  property  always  at  sea  ; 

TnlrT-,  ^°  ^"^^^  merchant  thinks  himself  armed 
to  protect  his  property,  if  he  is  not  armed  with  EngUsh 

FLii  «'»™.P™tf  *'™T^1"  ^''^  ^^^  '>""'l'''d  and  sixty 
English  famihes,  whom  I  do  know,  against  the  prejudices 
o  the  noblesse  of  Canada,  whom  I  dS  not  know^  I  must 
put  the  House  m  mmd  of  what  an  honourable  gentleman 
said  m  the  course  of  this  debate-that  it  was  seldom  that 
anj  improvement  was  introduced  into  any  country  which 

neon'L  '  W  ^"lV  ^"^*^  '^"""«'  *•>«  prejudicS^'oF  he 
people     Was  all  England  pleased  with  the  revolution  ? 

rL  f.uu.J'^  *'•''  raajority  wer^  sacrificed  to  the 

reason  of  the  better  part,  and  the  interest  of  the  whole  ■ 
and  we  are  now  enjoying  the  benefits  of  that  choice- 
benefits  brought  upon  the  ignorant  people,  not  by  force, 

l^f  i^ttJ"  r^  '^ -"^^  ^^''  Canadians  are  now  st^gghng 
with  their  od  prejudices  in  favour  of  their  former  laws 
A  new  establishment  is  proposed  to  them  ;  which  throws 
them  into  some  disorder,  some  confusion— "  All  the  m- 
tenm  is  like  a  phantasma  and  a  hideous  dream  "  The 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  taking  advantage  of  this 
confusion,  say-We  have  got  a  basis  ;  fet  us  see  how  much 
French  law  we  can  introduce  !  With  a  French  basis, 
there  is  rot  one  good  thing  that  you  can  introduce.  With 
an  English  basis,  there  is  not  one  bad  thing  that  you  can 

n,  ^nt.'^  ^^^X^^?  ™'f  °*  ''^^  '"^^  °f  clnada  for  th^ 
ru  e  of  the  constitution  of  your  courts,  and  it  will  be  the 
rule  of  all  your  proceedings  :  take  it  for  the  rule  of  your 
judicature,  and  sooner  or  later,  it  will  be  the  rule  of  your 
legislature.     How  often  have  we  had  occasion  in  this  House 
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to  quote  the  practice  of  the  courts  below !  how  many 
lights  have  we  derived  from  the  learned  gentlemen  plead- 
ing there  !  how  many  lights  have  we  derived  from  you, 
Sir  !  how  many  from  the  judicature  of  the  upper  House  ! 
Where  there  is  a  basis  of  French  judicature,  of  French  law, 
the  legislature  will  never  think  of  grafting  upon  it  aii 
English  constitution. 

With  regard  to  state  policy,  which  is  the  last  point  I 
shall  touch  upon— tho  preservation  of  their  old  prejudices 
their  old  laws,  their  old  customs,  by  the  bill,  turns  the 
balance  in  favour  of  France.  The  only  difference  is,  they 
will  have  George  the  Thirc  for  Lewis  the  Sixteenth.'  In 
order  to  make  Canada  a  secure  possession  of  the  British 
government,  you  have  only  to  bind  the  people  to  you,  by 
givmg  them  your  laws.  Give  them  English  liberty— give 
them  an  English  constitution— and  then,  whether  they 
speak  French  or  English,  whether  they  go  to  mass  or 
attend  our  own  communion,  you  will  render  them  valu- 
able and  useful  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  If  you  refuse  to 
do  this,  the  consequence  will  be  most  injurious :  Canada 
will  become  a  dangerous  instrument  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  wish  to  destroy  English  liberty  in  every  part  of  our 
possessions. 

On  June  13,  the  Bill,  as  amended,  passed  its  third 
reading  b^  56  to  20.  It  was  then  referred  back  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  through  which  it  passed  on  June  16  by 
a  vote  of  26  to  7,  and  received  the  royal  assent  on  June  22. 
During  the  debate  in  the  Upper  House,  it  was  vehemently 
opposed  by  Lord  Chatham,  in  a  speech  of  which  only  a 
very  imperfect  report  has  been  preserved  (Chatham 
Correspondence,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  361-353). 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  rose,  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
subject  of  the  bill.  He  said  it  would  involve  a  ercat 
country  in  a  thousand  difficulties,  and  in  the  worst  of 
despotism,  and  put  the  whole  people  under  arbitrary 
power ;  that  it  was  a  most  cruel,  oppressive,  and  odious 

'Lord  John  Cavendish  had  akeadygaid:  "  I  should  think  it  material 
not  to  give  them  directly  their  own  law  again  ;  it  keeps  up  that  perpetu™ 
dependence  upon  their  ancient  laws  and  customs  which  will  ev»r 
make  us  a  distinct  people." 
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measure,  tearing  up  justice  and  every  good  principle  by 
the  roots  ;  tiiat  by  abolishing  the  trial  by  jury  he  supposed 
the  framers  of  the  bill  thought  that  mode  of  proceeding, 
together  with  the  Habeoii  Corpus,  mere  moonshine  whilst 
every  true  Englishman  was  ready  to  lay  down  his  life 
sooner  than   lose   those   two   bulwarks   of   his   personal 
security  and  property.     The  merely  supposing  that  the 
Canadians  would  not  bo  able  to  feel  the  good  effects  of 
law  and  freedom,  because  they  had  been  used  to  arbitrary 
power,  was  an  idea  as  ridiculous  as  false.     He  said  the 
bill  established  a  despotic  government  in  that  country, 
to  which  the  royal  proclamation  of  1763  promised  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English  laws.     Here  the  noble  lord  read 
part  of  the  proclamation,  and  then  entered  fully  on  the 
council  and  power  vested  in  the  governors,  the  whole  mode 
of  which,  he  said,  was  tyrannical  and  despotic  :  he  was 
likewise  very  particular  on  the  bad  consequences  that 
would  attend  the  great  extension  of  that  province ;  that 
the  whole  of  the  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  destructive 
of  that  liberty  which  ought  to  be  the  ground-work  of 
every  constitution  :  ten  thousand  objections,  he  was  con- 
fident, might  be  made  to  the  bill,  but  the  extinction  of  the 
mode  of  trial  above  mentioned  was  a  very  alarming  cir- 
cumstance, and  he  would  pronounce  him  a  bold  man  who 
proposed  such  a  plan.— When  his  Lordship  came  to  the 
religious  part  of  the  bill,  he  directed  his  discourse  to  the 
oench  of  bishops,  telling  them  that  ao  by  the  bill  the 
Catholic  religion  was  made  the  established  religion  of  that 
vast  continent,  it  was  impossible  they  could  be  silent  on 
the  occasion.    He  called  the  bill  a  child  of  inordinate 
power,  and  desired  and  asked  if  any  of  that  bench  would 
hold  it  out  for  baptism  ;  he  touched  again  upon  the  un- 
limited power  of  the  governor,  in  appointing  all  the 
members,  who  might  be  made  up  of  Roman  Catholics 
only.    He  also  took  notice  of  an  amendment  which  had 
been  made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  was  a  new 
clause,  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  reformation  of  the 
Ist  of  Elizabeth  as  relates  to  the  oath  of  supremacy,  and 
substituting  a  common  oath  of  allegiance  in  its  place. 
This  act  of  Elizabeth,  he  said,  had  always  been  looked 
upon  as  one  that  the  legislature  had  no  more  right  to  repeal, 
thtui  the  Great  Charter,  or  the  Bill  of  Rights. — His  Lord- 
ship stated,  with  great  force,  many  objections  to  the  clause 
giving  to  the  French  Canadians  so  advantageous  a  part 
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and  capable  of  containing  (if  fully  DLSwi^tS"' 
H^^  Vin    ^.ZT'T^y.  "'■''*    '^-vindicated    under 
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When  by  the  Treaty  of  VemailleB  Britain  acknowledged 
the  independence  of  the  American  Colonies,  the  conse- 
quent influx  of  American  Ixjyalists  into  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia  profoundly  altered  the  social  and  political  character 
of  those  provinces.  Though  the  Loyalists  had  taken  the 
side  of  Britain  in  the  struggle,  and  fought  hard  for  the 
ideal  of  a  United  Empire,  they  were  as  resolute  believers 
in  the  right  of  colonists  to  manage  their  own  local  affairs 
as  John  Adams  himself.  Those  who  had  settled  on  the 
St.  John  River  at  once  claimed  the  right  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  Halifax .  When  this  was  refused  by  Governor 
Parr,  they  appealed  to  the  Mother  Country  to  divide  the 
province.  In  1784  this  division  was  made,  and  New 
Brunswick  was  separated  from  Nova  Scotia.' 

In  Canada  a  considerable  English-speaking  population 
settled  in  the  fertile  country  between  the  old  French 
settlements  and  the  American  border,  now  known  as  the 
Eastern  Townships.  Further  west,  in  the  district  after- 
wards known  as  Upper  Canada,  the  first  settlement  of 
Loyalists  was  made  on  the  spot  where,  under  the  French, 
Fort  Frontenac  had  stood.  Here  a  new  town  grew  up, 
with  the  name  of  Kingston.  Other  Loyolists  settled  to 
the  number  of  several  thousands  along  the  Eiver  St. 
Lawrence  and  the  Bay  of  Quinte. 

*  Cape  Breton  was  also  Beparated  at  this  time,  but  in  1820  waa  again 
united  to  Nova  Scotia. 
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Many  of  the  provi.ioiw  of  the  Quebec  Act  were  won 
found  to  be  un.uit.ble  for  men  trained  in  .uch  .ohool. 
of  "eU-government  an  New  England  and  Now  York,  and 
Br.  J  l*",^""""''"""'  Act  wa.  pa,sed,  by  which  the 
Bnt,«h  Parhament  endeavoured  to  give  to  the  North 
American  Colonie.,  in  the  words  of  John  Grave,  Simcoe, 
the  firnt  L.eutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  a  Con- 
«ti.ut.on  the  very  image  and  transcript  of  that  of  Great 
nrita*n. 

During  the  prcparationof  thiR  Act  numerouR  communica- 
tion, passed  between  the  British  Government  and  th. 
Governor.  Lord  Dorchester.'  of  which  one  of  the  most 
.mportant  «  here  given,  together  with  the  views  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  Milnes  on  the  working  of  the  Aot 
given  in  1800.  "  "' 

Lord  Dorchestee  to  the  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Grenville. 

SDnio, 
«B       .  „     •       ,     ■  ruary.nsio. 

on  th^Oth  omI*''"  *riP""''i"  °'  y°"  ^'P-fh  No.  2 
on  the  20th  of  last  montli,  and  avail  myself  of  the  first 

1788  (P.B.O.,  Col.  Corr  Q  vol  TxxW  i'^-lo^^'^.r/'iV  =^°™°''>"»- 
Province,  I  am  of  onmiorT  i.T'  '  P'  ''?''     ^  <iivi»ion  of  the 

either  foMheTn^relrftCet  or  r"'''^r'i?'''?  "  ""  P^"'^'- 
<^y  immediate  call  »M  other  relation.  ZT'  t'""""'  ""'  ^^  '  "« 
the  subject  of  the  general  iSrurnc»„,,K  "  ."^  """'"'J  '" 
•ppears  to  me  that  the  western  sSm.^.  ^  '™'"''y-  I"'*'"''.  " 
.ny  organisation  snperioMo  ^at  „,  »  """  W  ^^  "'  yet,  unprep«ed'for 
a  division  of  the  Province  at  r,~.„„.  ;  ■^■- '  '  '  ^'"  "'oukIi  I  hold 
that  no  time  should  bTlost1n'aT„-i.h,"''llr''  'f.l  ?»  ">'  "P""™ 
in  the  confidence  of  the  LoySis?f  ?o  sZSnS"  "fidelity  and  ability 
hring  their  concerns  withXnatch  t^'Zi  f'f  '™''  ">''"  ""'^  «° 
under  the  title  of  Lieuteuan   Soltnor  Th™ff  of  Oovernment 

Provmcenotwithstandinebedelerrnin/j  t  \i  •  "■"'''  '  *'''»i'"i  of  the 
CouncU.  I  see  no  r™son  whv  tht  Tn^fhif^  f"  7't*™  ■"  ^i»  Majesty's 
should  not  have  an  as,embr~  «1j"ma  .'h""  ""^'^5  '^'''""-' 
detriment  to  their  private  afe Tor  t^f  Tl  ^-^  °'«^'^i  without 
ie  English  system  of  lawsT'^v Xt  h^^"!  <^^  ""  ™''''  ">' 
condition."  ""^  '""   '"eir  local  situation  and 
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opportunity  to  lubmit  to  His  MsJMty'a  Miniiten  auoh 
omervationa  on  the  p-opo«ed  Bill  u  ocuur  to  me  in  the 
moment. 

The  cncloned  Drausht  comprehends  the  correeponding 
alterations,  Engrafted  upon  the  Bill,  transmitted  in  your 
letter.' 

The  attainment  of  a  free  courao  of  Justice  throughout 
every  part  of  His  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  way  least 
likely  to  give  umbra^  to  the  United  States  appars  to 
me  very  desirable.  For  this  reason  t(.e  bounoaries  of 
the  two  proposed  Provinces  are  described  by  a  precise 
Partition  line  only  of  the  Country  of  Canada,  with  the 
addition  of  such  general  words,  as  I  hope  might  include 
the  Territories  subject  to,  or  possessed  by,  His  Majestv 
to  the  Southward  of  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  North 
Latitude  on  the  side  of  Lake  Champlain.  as  well  as  on 
the  side  of  Oswego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Michilimakinak, 
corresponding  as  nearly  as  could  be,  with  the  idea  ex- 

Sressed  in  your  letter.  But  upon  consulting  the  Chief 
ustice  relative  to  the  operation  of  this  description  of 
the  Boundary,  I  find  that  ne  does  not  think  it  will  answer 
the  desired  end. 

The  District  of  Gasp^  it  seemr  l)t  >■  for  the  jir-jsent  to 
leave  annexed  to  the  Province  of  lower  Canada,  on 
account  of  its  commercial  connection  with  this  Province, 
and  because,  notwithstanding  its  distance,  the  communica- 
tion of  it  with  Quebec  by  water  is  easier  than  its  access 
to  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
the  present  condition  of  that  Province  ;  the  more  so,  as 
the  difiiculty  of  a  representation  from  that  District  in 
an  Assembly  at  Quebec  is  greatly  diminiohed,  by  the 
opening  left  in  the  Bill  for  non-residents  of  any  district 
being  elected  Representatives  thereof. 

But  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  being  subject  to  different 
Governments,  particularly  during  the  present  uninhabited 
state  of  that  part  of  iT''w  Brunswick,  gives  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ill  disposed  persons  to  elude  the  controul  of 
the  law  to  the  detriment  of  the  Fisheries,  and  good  order  ; 
a  clause  to  remedy  this  evil  is  therefore  inclosed,  which, 
if  approved  of,  may  be  introduced  into  the  Bill  as  an 
addition  to  the  second  clause. 
Many   advantages   might   result  from   an   hereditary 

*  The  original  draft  of  the  Bill,  with  Dorcheater's  proposed  emenda- 
tion!, is  iriven  in  the  Report  of  the  Canadian  Archivist  for  1890. 
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LegUUtive  Counoil,  diMinguiiihed  by  aomo  mark  of 
honour,  dd  the  condition  o?  the  country  concurTn  .up- 
porting  tW.  dignity,  but  the  fluctuating  itate  of  Property 

to  lall  into  disregard  ;  for  the  present  therefore  it  would 
»eem  more  advi.able  to  appoint  the  members  during  life 
good  behaviour  and  residence  in  the  province  The 
number  for  Upper  Canada  to  be  not  less  than  seven  and 

cL^,^  ^'^""'^  ""•  "">  *™'t''  »"<»  r-opulation  of  the 
Country  may  require.  To  give  them  is  much  coiiHe- 
V  n?.  .?^  POMib  e.  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Pro- 
vmoe  they  should  bo  selected  from  among  the  men  of 
fT»^„  ?J'  .'''""T  t*'""'"'  i"»^Krity  and  a  firm  attachment 
to  the  Umty  of  the  Empire  may  be  found.  I  shall  take 
tne  hrst  opportunity  of  communicating  the  names  of 

desoriK"*  "  *^'*"  '"  "'^  *''*  ""*'*  "''J*"'"  °*  "''" 
The  House  of  Assembly  for  Upper  Canada  miglit 
consist  of  not  less  than  sixteen,  ind  that  fo?  Lj,wer 
Canada  of  not  less  than  thirty  members,  or  nearly 
tZ^t  .'"^  "i""'^''  *°  "•"  Wi'lative  Councils,  to  1^ 
CbSntr  '"  P^P""'""  '"  *^^  Population  of  the 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  it  present  it  might  be  advisable 
to  give  the  Towns  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  in  l!^wer 
f„   .^"'r?  '^«P'*«fntat'on  of  four  members  each,  and  two 

fiT  In'^rr'  '"^''  *«,«"ty  Cirole".  to  send  one  memb^ 

I         J",Fp?*"'  t'anada,  the   four  districts  of    Lune- 

burg   Mecklenburg,  Nassau  and  Hesse,'  to  furnish  four 

members   each,    and   hereafter   to   be   subdivided   into 

r'qre"^  ^""''"'  """^   '^°""''   "^  *'"''^   """ditlon   ma^ 

But  the  present  time  is  too  short  to  enter  into  a  more 

tl  «"»™=n    ?  •  '"' *•''«''  '«»«?"  it  is  proposed  to  fix  only 

the  smaUest  number  of  members  in  the  Bill,  and  to  leave 

the  actual  subdivision  and  apportionment,  necessary  for 

an  equal  representation,  to  be  ascertained  by  th-  -.ieu- 

tenant   Governors,    with    the    advice    of   the   E:     ■  tive 

fo°rTh,^         the  respective  Provinces,   under  authority 

for  that  purpose  from  His  Majesty. 
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the  fto^r,™,.  w  j"^"  extended  to  inhabitants  of 

they  marbe  coSr.f**  ''"""  *^'  ^"'"l"^'*-  because 
Hion?^  fu^  foreigners  naturalized,  because  an  acces 

and  lf'"^"*!^*'''**'°"'  "^  P''''™"^.  attainted  for  Treason 
•ntofS  "rr^V""'  *'^«  *''«'•''  when  called  out 
the?rXh  f'..  ^.^*°^"P'''  ""t"  the  full  payment  of 
a  check  Wh'  ^T  ''^"^  *°  t'^*'  fourteenth  clause  as 

to  negative  a.l^rture'^„^:„^:r[  .?":t'Xf  V  "«"' 
pleated  and  professional  natu're  oVtirsubfect  p^v'eZ" 

e"e/Te3ti:n^  °omL^V  T^f  ''T'^'  *^'* "^at'- 
be^adoptt 

Tcrifc"^  ™*  '"*"'^"-'i  ■"  f-""^-  a^d  by  generll  de! 

8a^^i„'th?ir*'°V*  ""  ^"""^S"  Tenure  I  think  neces- 
sary m  the  Upper  Country  and  advisable  in  every  mrt 

suhjift    f        ^^'J.*'"''  *''**  "^e  benefits,  arising  to  the 
C^J.     •  ^c°"  ^  ''^""^•^  "^  the  tenure  in  Fief  t^  that  in 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  PROPOSED       103 


1"3^^ .,''''   "nprovoment   of   the   country.    Some 

sub  eci  "  "^'^^  °'   '''«*""8   doubt    upon   the 

7'  f  -ommcncc  lent  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  as  to 

tTn'-i-T  '.'^""'"•'"S  ?"'y  "•«  '^"'°8  the  writs  o  Elec" 
''°"'  T  "S""'^  '°8ether  the  Houses  of  Assembly  of  the 

b3:S/rHrM'^"%'''''" 'l''^?  <"'  ™«hTZas°may 
oe  aeolared  by  His  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  His  Privv 

o^^he^kcri'n  th^'p''"\'"  T"^  ^'*-  thTnotmc^:^ 

sufficient  for  a  ^Z'^'  ""^'"^  ^  '^^^  *'"  »"°*  ti°i« 
points  necessary   arrangements   as   to   these 

Hi«?."l '"''  •^'i^  convocation  of  the  Assemblies  a  more 
"stS"  "^^^"--^  '°  '•^  °— ^y-  f-  the  rear.;: 
ho™  ?,°°°  *'  *'"'  P^P*''  P'*"^  fo'  their  organization  shall 

bSIs  toXrnCnli  "''  ***'"'''*y  ""'y  "der  the  Assem 
thl  filf    f  convened,  as  soon  as  convenient,  previous  to 

lufe  oflhiTr/  ''t'-'^'^^^''''^  '"  the'ihTr  y"firs? 
(nTiLl  •  ^  "^^"^  '^  hkewise  added  a  proposal 

for  the  temporary  Government  of  the  two  Pro^nces  fn 
the  interval  by  the  Lieutenant  Governors!  and  CfsU 
Qu:be^BilT '   '''"'°''   '''""'"'«  *°   ^'^^   model  Ttl:^ 

^^Ei^«i.-^'jriSf^- 

affairs  would  give  me  an  opportunity  to  lav  before  His 
^&:Sr''  ''"  ^"'*''^'  -planItionsTn'4 To^: 
Hi?M°'^  ^■conc'i'de,  I  have  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of 

lo  esiaoiisn  a  General  Government,  for  His  Maiestv'.. 
Dominions  upon  this  Continent,  as  well  af  a  Gofemo? 
N^"r''r''*-'^y  the  united  exertions  of  His  MaiWs 
North   Amencan   Provinces   may   more   effertnX   i 
directed  to  the  general  interest    nnrft^  fv.  ^  ^ 

of  the  Unity  of  the  Empire         '  *'"'  P'<'^«'^''tion 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice  with 
^^af^rif  "-^  "^°"  '''^  ^ubJect^tp^TS 
I  am  with  much  respect  and  esteem 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  "rvant, 

DoECHKSTEE. 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ACT  OF  1791 
Chief  Justice  Smith'  to  Lord  Dobchbstee. 

Quebec, 
S(*  February,  1790. 
My  LOHD^The  clause  inclosed  for  the  Trial  of  extra 

.n  tKur  Tr'S'"/  °^  T*'Pri««.  which  leads  ouf  people 
and  haf  ™^^H  *i°  ^''P,'°''  ^^^  ^^^^  "^  t^^^'  Continent 
of  thePaci^  O.!:™  Tr'o'  °^'"'  *°  *•>«  ^^^'^  «hores 

£We~^^^ 

Sa^r|.irTtv7^s^r^- 

of  otr  ne&bo^.''^*  °"""  *°  "«•  *°  «-*«  t^e  Jealousy 
The  Bill  with  the  other  additions  for  the  intended 
^rS's°lo?i  ^°""*''^'  '^**  *°  ">'  ^"PPli'd  by  Your 
mould  of  nnrLfP??"??"'  ^'^''"y  "'°r«-°^««  the  old 
S  the  T?L,?  p"*'  <^°^«™'°«nt8  ;  for  even  those 
called  the  Royal  Provinces,  to  distinguish  them  from 

K^L     ^P'i***'^  ''"''  Chartered  Eepubhcs  of  the  Stuart 
^ng^,  had  essential  Faults,  and  tL  same  general  ?en- 

^=j^a-ri3^tr^~'-; 

oMhe  People,  and  the  Genius  of  the  English  ^S- 

founded  with  his  L  Ua^,  lutt  Z"i}S.,„'J%T:Lri  "'  "°- 
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h'v  ^'^Lr"'*"™"^*'"*"*^  *°''  "''  "-i"  perfect  its  work 

of  P°ttv^ParlZ''T  '*"'*  ^''deration  from  near  a  score 
M  mty  Parhaments,  consisting  in  effect  of  only  one  nf 

ness  of  their  Tn^™""''"  f^^^'ly,  quiet  in  the  weak- 

:fesT„V^i?p';S°kre^-''  °^  ^-^  - 

All  America  was  thus,  at  the  verv  outset  r.f  H,»  Pi„„* 

consSg  LrLnTferrnd'th^  "^"P'"'  T/""^  "^ 
^   To  be  b%ter  understooS^bTyou   3.^"? 'wi 

Provinces  than  tWs'^'P'  "°'""""'  '=°'"""'"'l  "^  ^^e 

The  Debihty  of  our  Neighbours  is  notorious,  nor  can 
See  M  to  this  Greene,  op.  cit.  prndm. 


* 
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be  succoured  during  the  Distractions  of  Franco,  and  the 
consternation  spreful  by  tliose  Distractions  tlirough  all 
Europe. 

Here  in  these  provinces,  where  it  is  of  much  conse- 
quence to  set  out  with  good  habits,  what  juncture  can 
be  so  favourable,  as  when  the  thousands  thrown  into 
them,  under  your  Patronage  and  Direction,  have  their 
Loyalty  confirmed  by  Resentments  for  their  Sufferings  ; 
and  so  are  disposed  to  take,  and  especially  from  your 
hand,  whatever  the  wisdom  of  Great  Britain  shall  pre- 
scribe, as  a  Gift  of  her  Benevolence. 

Ah  to  Canada,  I  mean  that  part  of  it  to  become  Lower 
Canada,  the  biaases  in  it,  if  there  are  any  remaining,  to 
the  Stock  from  which  it  was  severed,  are  become  per- 
fectly harmless  by  that  Body  of  English  Loyalty  Your 
Lordship  has  planted  in  the  West,  by  their  aversion  to 
share  in  the  Burdens  and  Miseries  of  the  Revolted 
Colonies,  and  by  the  growing  Discernment,  that  their 
safety  and  Prosperity  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Com- 
merce and  Arms  of  Great  Britain. 

I  am  old  enough  to  remember  what  we  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  dreaded  from  this  French  Colony  in  the 
North,  and  what  it  cost  to  take  away  that  dread,  which 
confined  our  Population  to  the  Edges  of  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  my  mind  is  therefore  carried,  under  such  an  Adminis- 
tration as  the  present  one,  into  a  strong  Persuasion,  that 
nothing  will  be  neglected  to  enable  Great  Britain  so  to 
serve  herself  of  that  Power,  she  already  possesses  here, 
as  to  check  any  Councils  to  be  meditated  to  her  Detri- 
ment, by  the  new  Nation  she  has  consented  to  create. 
She  may  do  more  !  but  this  is  out  of  my  province. 

So  much.  My  Lord,  you'll  forgive  me,  I  could  not 
repress  what  I  owed  to  the  vindication  of  my  zeal  in  the 
sacrifice  of  my  fortune  tor  the  British  Interest,  and  as  I 
think  still  for  the  best  Interests  too  of  the  Country  of 
my  Birth.  Most  of  all  I  owed  it  to  my  Sovereign,  in 
whose  Grace  I  found  a  Relief  at  the  end  of  the  Storm. 

With  a  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  all  your  kindnesses 
and  the  honour  of  your  request  of  my  poor  abihties,  upon 
questions  of  so  great  magnitude  and  consequence, 

I  am,  My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Smith. 
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Proposed  Additions  to  the  New  Canada  J3ill  for  a 
Genebal  Government. 

And  to  provide  still  more  effectually  for  the  Govern- 
ment, safety  and  prosperity  of  all  His  Majesty's  Dominions 
in  North  America  and  firmly  to  unite  the  several  branches 
of  the  Empire. 

(1.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  there 
shall  be  (with  a  Governor  General)  a  Legislative  Council 
and  a  General  Assembly  for  all  His  Majesty's  Dominions 
and  the  Provinces  whereof  the  same  do  now  or  may  here- 
after consist  in  the  parts  of  America  to  the  Southward 
ot  Hudson  s  Bay  and  in  thos  eas  to  the  Northward  of 
tlie  Bermuda  or  Somers  Islan...  ,  And  that  His  Majesty, 
His  Heirs  and  Successors  shall  have  power  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Legislative  Council 
and  General  Assembly,  to  make  laws  for  the  peace,  wel- 
fare and  good  Government  of  all  or  any  of  the  said 
Provinces  and  Dominions.  And  that  such  Laws  beine 
passed  by  the  said  Legislative  Council  and  General 
Assembly,  and  being  assented  to  by  His  Majesty,  His 
Heirs  and  Successors,  or  being  assented  to  in  His  Majesty's 
name  by  the  Person  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  Governor 
General  of  the  Provinces  and  Dominions  aforesaid,  or 
such  person  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  Governor  General  on  the  death  or 
absence  of  such  Governor  General,  shall  be  valid  and 
binding  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Dominions  or  such 
part  thereof  as  shall  for  that  purpose  be  expressed. 

(2.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that 
such  Legislative  Council  may  be  composed  of  at  least 
members  from  each  of  the  said  Provinces  to  be  appointed 
as  His  Majesty  by  His  Royal  Instructions  to  the  Governor 
General  for  the  time  being  shall  authorize  and  direct  who 
shall  hold  their  several  places  in  the  said  Council  for  Life 
subject  nevertheless  to  such  terms  and  conditions  are  as 
hereinbefore  declared  to  be  annexed  to  the  trust  and 
station  of  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  either 
of  the  said  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and 
saving  to  His  Majesty's  Governor  General  or  the  Person 
upon  whom  that  trust  by  His  Majesty's  appointment  may 
devolve,  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  by  an 
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Bntish    Domimons    m    North    America    to   constitute 

SS  """"'*   **'"  '^P**'""'  °'  ^""'"  Iwegislative 

(3.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  such 

General  Assembly  may  be  composed  of  such  persons  as 

may  be  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly 

r.v  Tr-  ^.™""f  ^°'  »"'''"»•  t"«y  xerve  to  be  manifested 

by  Triplicate  Instruments  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 

the  Speaker  thereof  to  the  Governor  General,  the  Speaker 

AssembT'''^     ^''^  *"**  *''"  Speaker  of  the  General 

(4.)  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that 

to  give  any  acts  of  the  said  Governor  General,  Legislative 

Council  and  General  Assembly,  the  force  and  authority 

ot  a  Law,  the  same  shall  have  been  assented  to  in  the 

frli^^'  f "'"  ^."J^""  ^y,  ^''^  majority  of  the  voices 
forming  a  house  of  Council  according  to  His  Majesty's 
appointment  thereof,  and  shall  have  been  assented  to  in 
the  said  General  Assembly  by  such  and  so  many  Voices 
as  will  make  it  the  Act  of  the  majority  of  the  Prov=nces 
i*^^  right  to  be  represented  in  the  said  General  As- 
sembly, and  It  shall  be  a  House  of  General  Assembly  as 
often  as  there  shall  be  assembled  one  or  more  members 
duly  elected  by  each  of  the  Assemblies  of  the  said  Pro- 
vinces or  of  the  greater  number  of  such  Provinces. 

tt,if'-*   1.  1.  u''/"!i^'"'  ""acted  by  the  same  authority 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty,  His  Heirs  and 
successors  to  authorize  and  direct  His  Crtivernor  General 
for  the  time  being  or  the  Person  upon  whom  that  trust 
by   His   Majesty  s   appointment   may  devolve,   in   His 
Majesty  8  name  and  by  an  instrument  under  the  great 
seal  of  the   British  Dominions   in   North   America  to 
summon  and  call  together  such  General  Assembhes  in  such 
^!Tk  «t?'?,^*^r*y  ^'>*"  *>«  P'^ased  to  signify  and  com- 
mand by  His  Royal  Instructions  to  such  Governor  General 
(8.)  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that 
the  Governor  General  under  such  instructions  as  he  may 
have  received  from  His  Majesty  may  assemble  the  said 
Legislative  Council  and  General  Assembly  where    and 
prorogue  and  dissolve  them  when  and  a^  often  'aa  he 
shaU  judge  it  necessary.   Provided  always  and  be  it 
enacted  that  they  shall  be  called  together  once  at  least 
in  every  two  years,  and  to  continue  to  have  the  right  of 
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sitting  Hevcn  yearn  from  tlio  Teste'  or  day  of  tJie  process 
or  summons  for  tfieir  election  unless  they  shall  be  sooner 
dissolved  by  the  Authority  aforementioncc^.  But  no 
member  either  of  the  said  LoKislativo  Council  or  General 
Assembly  shall  be  permitted  to  sit  or  vote  in  the  General 
Legislature  until  he  shall  have  taken  such  oath  as  herein- 
before directed  to  be  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  Assembly  of  Upper  or  Umcr  Canada 
or  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  either  of  the  said  Provinces 
last  mentioned,  such  other  oaths  and  qualifications  as  are 
taken  to  become  a  member  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  as  by  His  Majesty's  Instructions  shall  be  directed 
and  required. 

(7.)  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that 
whenever  any  Bill  which  has  been  passed  by  the  said 
Legislative  Council  and  by  the  said  General  Assembly 
shall  be  presented  for  His  Majesty's  assent  to  the  Governor 
General  for  the  time  being  or  the  person  exercising  that 
trust  under  His  Majesty's  authority,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  such  Governor  General  or  other  person  exer- 
cising the  said  trust,  at  his  discretion,  subject  neverthe- 
less to  such  mstructions  as  he  may  from  time  to  time 
receive  from  His  Majesty,  His  Heirs  and  Successors, 
either  to  declare  His  Majesty's  assent  to  such  BiU,  or  to 
declare  that  he  withholds  such  assent,  or  that  he  reserves 
the  said  Bill  until  His  Majesty's  Pleasure  shaU  be  signified 
thereon.  And  no  Bill  so  to  be  presented  and  not  assented 
to  m  manner  aforesaid  shall  have  the  force  of  a  Law 

(8.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  authority 
that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  His  Majesty  from  appointing,  erecting  and  con- 
stituting such  general  and  executive  Council  and  Councils 
as  he  may  judge  proper  for  the  said  Provinces  and 
IJomimons  m  general,  and  any  other  office,  in  His  Royal 
Judgment  and  discretion  requisite  for  the  said  General 
Government,  or  from  nominating  and  appointing  thereto 
trom  time  to  time,  such  persons  as  he  shall  think  fit  to 
compose  the  same  Executive  Council,  or  to  execute  such 
offices  or  from  removing  therefrom  any  person  or  persons 
whom  he  may  think  fit  to  remove. 

(9  )  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that 
It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  to  give 

...'.  {'°;'  ""'  55'  1'  Summons,  which  was  authenticated  by  the  roval 
attestation  ;  "  Tette  me  ipio"  etc. 


•]\f  "'A' 
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authority  to  His  said  (Jovernor  General,  or  the  persn 
exercwng  that  trust,  on  his  arrival  in  either  of  the  ra^ - 
vmces  within  h.s  commission,  to  assume  the  authority 
and  to  perform  all  the  duties  and  functions  which  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  thereof  might  exercise  and  Perform 
.h,ii  .1^^^"  ^I"i  *"'5°rity  of  such  Lieutenant  doverno; 
shall  be  suspended  and  so  continue  during  the  time  of 
the  Governor  General's  being  within  the  same  pro^nce 
and  that  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  To  gTve 
to  the  said  Governor  General  for  the  time  being,  tho* 
absent  in  some  other  province  of  His  General  Govern- 
ment, authority  respecting  any  act  of  any  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  such  nature  and  tendency  as  His  Majesty  may 
8^  cause  by  H.s  Royal  Instruction  to  describe,  to  su^^ 
pend  the  execution  of  such  act  until  His  Maiestv's 
Pleasure  shaU  be  signified  respecting  the  same  ;  toThic) 

GoveVll''-^  *''"  '*"*^  °'>'"'  P«^^°"  administering  he 
Government  in  every  Province  subject  to  the  Governor 
Generals  authority,  to  transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  every 
Bill  to  wluch  he  lias  assented  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  enactment  of  the  same  into  a  law,  and  shall  upon 
the  suspension  thereof  by  the  Governor  GeneralTi 
mediately  cause  the  same  to  bo  made  known  by  pro- 
clamation under  the  great  seal  of  his  Province,  in  the 
manner  most  effectual  for  making  the  same  univeLl?^ 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  Province,  and  aU 
others  whom  the  same  may  concern 

8aid°VV^t"l'iv'*  ^".^•><f.™a''ted  by  the  authority  afore- 
TvM'Jf^r       ?  ',"  ^^\^^  contained  shall  hi  inter- 

S  e  rlwn  frfh'^'™"  ^^-  "^'"^  *"''  Prerogatives  of 
the  Crown  for  the  due  exercise  of  the  Royal  and  execu- 
tive authority  over  all  or  any  of  the  said  Pro^^nces  "r 
to  derogate  from  the  Legislative  Sovereignty  Td  We- 
my  of  the  Crown  and  Pariiament  of  Great  Britain  Tut 
the  Acts  of  Legislation  of  either  of  the  said  Provinces  as 
weU  as  the  Acts  of  the  Governor  General  and  thlSla- 
tive  Council  and  General  Assembly  so  to  be  made  ^hall 
be  subject  to  the  Royal  disallowance  as  exerrsed  here- 
tofore respecting  the  laws  of  any  of  the  British  Provinces 
and  the  said  Dominions  and  all  the  Provinces  into  which 
they  may  bo  hereafter  divided  shall  continue  and  remain 
to  be  governed  by  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Bntain  as  the  Supreme  Legislature  of  the  whole  British 


liiplf  *,  'ip^\"*m:^   '^'■" 
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LjUtlT.  OOVBENOR  MlLlfKS  TO  THE  DtJKE  OF  PORTLAND. 


QUISEC, 

1«(  November,  1800. 
My  Lord,— On  my  first  taking  upon  myself  the  ad- 
mmutration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Province,  I  was  ex- 
tremely Btrucli  with  the  wavering  state  in  which  I  found 
the  Interests  of  Government.  I  have  since  been  at  much 
pains  to  discover  the  real  cause  of  this  situation  of  things, 
which  I  plainly  saw  lay  deeper  than,  I  believe,  is  generally 
supposed  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  1  am  so  forcibly 
impressed  with  a  persuasion  that  this  subject  ought  to 
be  attended  to,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  Your 
Grace  such  remarks  as  have  occurred  to  me  respecting 
It,  in  order  that  Your  Grace  may  be  fully  apprized  of  the 
real  state  of  ti.e  Country,  and  take  such  measures  as  you 
may  think  fit  to  strengthen  the  Executive  Power  in 
Lower  Canada. 

However  excellent  in  itself  the  new  Constitution  may 
be  which  His  Majesty  has  graciously  been  pleased  to 
Grant  to  the  Province,  I  conceive  the  Foundation  of  it 
must  rest  upon  a  due  proportion  being  maintained  be- 
tween the  Aristocracjr  and  the  Lower  Orders  of  the 
Peop'  without  which  it  will  become  a  dangerous  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  the  latter.  Several  causes  at  present 
unite  m  daily  lessening  the  Power  and  Influence  of  the 
Aristooratical  Body  in  Lower  Canada.  I  cannot  how- 
ever but  think  that  measures  might  be  adopted  to  counter- 
balance in  some  degree  this  tendency,  and  I  shall  here- 
after have  the  Honour  to  point  them  out  to  Your  Grace  ; 
but  in  order  to  make  myself  clearly  understood,  I  must 
first  explain  what  I  consider  to  be  the  principal  causes 
by  which  the  Influence  of  the  Aristocracy  in  this  country 
has  gradually  been  reduced  to  its  present  state.  The  first 
and  most  important  of  these,  I  am  of  opinion,  arises  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  Province  was  originally  settled  ; 
that  IS  from  the  independent  Tenure  by  which  the  cul- 
'.<  ,ators  (who  form  the  great  Body  of  the  People  and  are 
distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  Habitants)  hold  their 
Lands ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  inconsiderable 
power  retained  by  those  called  the  Seigneurs,  and  the 
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little  disposition  they  feel  to  increase  their  Influence  or 
improve  their  Fortunes  by  Trade.  Hence  by  degrees, 
the  Canadian  Gentry  have  nearly  become  e::tinct,  and 
few  of  them  on  their  own  Territory  have  the  means  of 
livinK  in  a  more  affluent  and  imposing  style  than  the 
simple  Habitants,  who  feel  themselves  in  every  respect 
as  independent  as  the  seigneur  himself,  with  whom  thcv 
have  no  further  connexion  than  merely  the  obligation  of 
haying  their  corn  ground  at  his  Mills,  paying  the  Toll  of 
a  'ourteenth  bushel,  which  they  consider  more  as  a 
burdensome  Tax  than  as  a  Return  to  him  for  the  Land 
conceded  by  his  family  to  their  Ancestors  forever,  upon 
no  harder  conditions  than  the  obligation  above  men- 
tioned, a  trifling  Rent,  and  that  of  paying  a  Twelfth  to 
the  Seigneur  upon  any  transfer  of  the  Lands. 

The  second  cause  which  I  apprehend  tends  to  lessen 
the  Influence  of  Government  in  this  Province  is  the  pre- 
va  "ice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  and  the  inde- 
peii'li  ice  of  the  Priesthood  ;  this  Independence  I  find 
goes  considerably  further  than  what  was  intended  by 
the  Royal  Instructions  wherein  it  is  particularly  declared 
to  be  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  "  that  no  person  whatso- 
ever is  to  have  Holy  Orders  conferred  upon  him  or  to 
have  the  Care  of  Souls,  without  a  license  first  had  and 
obtained  from  the  Governor,"  etc.,  etc.,  but  this  Instruc- 
tion has  hitherto  never  been  enforced,  by  which  means 
the  whole  Patronage  of  the  Church  has  been  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops,  and  ail  con- 
nexion between  the  Government  and  the  People  through 
that  channel  is  cut  off,  as  the  Priests  do  not  consider 
themselves  at  all  amenable  to  any  other  power  than  the 
Catholic  Bishop. 

A  singular  Instance  lately  occurred  of  this  Indepen- 
dence :  A  Priest  at  Terrebonne,  near  Montreal,  inter- 
fered in  the  most  indecent  manner  in  the  late  election 
for  the  County  of  Effingham.  He  exerted  all  his  Influ- 
ence to  prevent  the  Solicitor  General  from  being  chosen, 
and  violently  supported  a  man  who  had  been  expelled 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  on  account  of  his  having 
been  convicted  of  Conspiracy,  and  who  was  consequently 
considered  as  a  dishonoured  Person.  Upon  this  man 
being  chosen,  the  Priest  actually  went  so  far  as  to  per- 
form High  Mass  in  the  Parish  Church,  to  return  thanks, 
as  he  termed  it,  "  for  the  re-election  of  this  Martyr."     In 
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Jiutico  to  the  Canadian  Bishop'  1  must  add    tlm»  „,.„„ 

hM  ^ri^n    rn,! Th     °'  f"^""'"-"'  "i"™  tho  C!„n.|uc«t. 

o^h^d^T^'r  ifuitrK^rriXt^d''':^ 

opinion,  considering  the  circumHtancrM  Jm".  trk  n  ace 

It  may  be  unnecessary  to  observe  to  Your  Grace  how 
any  measure  tliat  was  deemed  expedient    wUhout  anv 

better  chance  of  being  nominated  (though  he  cinnot 

Wown      There  was  a  moment  when  t  even  de8na.r,'rf 

of  getting  the  Attorney   General  into  the   prese  ft  As 
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'  Mgr.  Hubert. 
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The  Canadian  Habitant*  are,  I  verity  believe,  an 
InduHtrioun,  peaceable  and  well  diit|H»ied  People,  but 
thvy  uri-,  from  their  want  of  education  and  extreme 
Hiniplicity,  liable  to  be  misled  by  designing  and  artful 
men  ;  and  were  they  once  made  aenHible  of  their  own 
Independence,  the  wont  conaequenccM  might  t-nitue. 
They  are,  in  fact,  the  Hole  proprieton  of  nearly  all  the 
cultivated  Lands  in  Lower  Canada,  the  Seigneurs  and 
Kcolesiastical  Bodies  to  whom  the  Lands  were  originally 
granted,  having  conceded  the  greater  part  of  the  \Mad* 
for  ever,  with  little  or  no  reserve,  to  the  Cultivator,  iu 
small  Parcels  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  acres,  retaining 
only,  as  I  have  already  observed,  the  Property  ana 
ProHts  of  the  Mills,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Produce, 
which  is  sometimes  paid  in  kind  and  in  various  ways. 
and  the  Lods  and  Ventes  ;  and  this  species  of  property 
attached  to  the  Seigniorial  Rights,  is  by  the  Ancient 
French  Lawk  of  Inheritance  (which  occasion  frequent 
subdivisions  of  Property)  in  a  few  Generations  Iwcome 
quite  inconsiderable,  whereby  the  situation  of  the  Seig- 
tieur  has  in  many  Instances  been  reduced  lielow  that  of 
the  Vassal.  Each  Habitant  cultivates  as  much  Land  as 
he  can  manage,  with  the  assistance  of  his  own  Family, 
and  as  is  necessary  for  its  support  ;  and  having  thus 
within  themselves  from  yejir  to  year  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  there  cannot  be  a  more  independent  Race  of 
people,  nor  do  I  beUeve  there  is  in  any  part  of  the  world 
a  country  in  which  equality  of  situation  is  so  nearly 
established.  Except  in  the  Towns  of  Quebec,  Montreal 
and  Three  Rivers,  little  or  no  difference  is  observable  in 
the  affluence  of  the  Canadians,  but  what  r-o"  in  some 
measure  arise  from  the  local  circumsianoeb  more  or 
less  favourable  situation,  a  richer  soil,  or  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  exertion. 

The  counties  are  divided  into  Parishes,  each  Parish 
chiefly  extending  about  three  leagues  along  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  and  Chambly,  and  to  each  of  which  there 
is  a  Parochial  Church  ;  the  principal  person  in  every 
Parish  is  in  general  the  Priest,  another  next  the  Captain 
of  Militia,  and  it  is  through  the  latter  that  any  business 
is  transacted  by  Government. 

Having  endeavoured  to  give  Your  Grace  some  insight 
into  the  actual  state  of  this  country,  which  I  could  more 
fully  enlarge  upon  if  I  was  not  apprehensive  of  intruding 
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too  much  upon  your  time  until  I  have  received  your 
(•crmmmoti  iio  to  do,  I  shall  prorced  to  point  out  the 
meann  by  which  I  imagine  the  Influence  of  (iovrminent 
might  be  immediately  extended  to  the  diittant  partn  of 
the  Province,  and  though  I  am  conscioun  this  cannot  bo 
effected  without  a  certain  expense  to  the  .Motherl'ountrv 
1  consider  that  expense  as  inconsidorahle  when  coi C 
pared  to  the  sums  it  would  require  to  (luell  any  dis- 
turbance that  miglit  for  want  of  timely  precaution  take 
place  in  the  Province.  The  apprehensions  of  such  an 
event  though  not  inimcdiatc,  is  strongly  impressed  on 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  U'st  Friends  of  Government 

1  am  well  aware  the  chief  object  to  be  depended  upon 
to  incease  the  Influence  of  the  Crown,  will  be  by  means 
of  the  VVastc  Lands;  and  in  that  jraint  of  View  the 
delay  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Land  Business  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  and  it  b<.come..  an  object  of  iwculiar 
importance  to  Government  that  no  further  delay  may 
occur  to  prevent  the  clearing  and  settling  of  the  immense 
Tracts  that  are  now  in  the  lands  of  the  Crown  undisposed 
of  as  their  being  granted  in  free  and  common  soccage 
will  in  tinie  (if  judiciously  granted)  form  in  tills  Province 
a  body  of  people  of  the  protestant  Religion  tliat  will 
naturally  feel  themselves  more  immediately  connected 
with  uho  Knglish  Government,  but  as  this  cannot  be 
expected  to  have  any  immediate  effect,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  in  the  meantime  much  may  be  done  first 
*?'°"8  ?  .'•'«  (-athohc  Priests,  and  secondly  by  means  of 
the  Mihtia. 

The  Present  Catholic  Bishop  is  extremely  well  disposed 
to  iKivemment,  he  is  allowed  by  His  Majes-tv  £iOO  per 
annum,  as  Superintendent  of  the  CathoUc  Cliurch  in 
addition  to  which  he  receives  from  Government  a  Rent 
of  £1.50  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  Bishop's  Palace  at 
Quebec,  which  is  occupied  by  Public  Officers  ;  he  has 
lotely  applied  to  us  for  an  enclosure'  of  this  Rent,  signi- 
fying at  the  same  time  that  his  income  is  very  inadequate 
to  the  situation  and  the  calls  which  are  made  upon  it 
which  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  a  just  statement. 

Tills  application  offers  an  occasion  of  attaching  the 
Canadian  Bishop  more  particularly  to  Government,  if  by 
Buoh  an  encrease  of  his  appointments  as  His  Majesty 
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shall  graciously  be  pleased  to  allow  liis  situation  was 
ma^e  more  easy,  at  the  same  time  requiring  of  him  a 
strict  attention  to  that  part  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions 
to  the  governor  which  I  have  before  mentioned.  This 
I  am  of  opinion  would  tend  very  much  to  encrease  that 
consideration  which  the  Priests  themselves  ought  to  feel, 
and  to  encourage  in  their  Parishioners,  for  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  ensure 
the  co-operation  of  the  Canadian  Bishop.'  But  in  order 
to  carry  this  point,  particular  care  must  be  taken  to 
secure  a  proper  moment,  and  if  the  Bishop  should  be 
decidedly  averse  to  make  the  sacrifice  required  of  him, 
it  ought  perhaps  be  deferred  to  the  Peace. 

The  Priests  have  a  26th  of  all  the  Grain,  which  may  be 
valued  at  £25,000  or  £26,000  a  year,  which  alone  must  make 
their  influence  very  considerable,  and  especially  as  the 
Religious  Bodies  are  in  possession  of  nearly  One  Fourth 
of  all  the  Seigniorial  Rights  granted  before  the  Conquest 
(excepting  those  of  the  Jesuit  Estates  lately  taken  into 
the  possession  of  the  Crown,  as  will  appear  by  the  In- 
closure).    There  are  123  Parishes  and  120  Parish  Priests.^ 

With  regard  to  the  Militia,  it  will  be  more  difficult  to 
give  Your  Grace  a  clear  and  distinct  idea  of  the  mode  in 
which  I  am  inclined  to  think  use  may  be  made  of  tliis 
Body  to  support  the  Interests  of  Government  through 
the  Province  and  to  disseminate  Principles  of  Loyalty 
amongst  the  CanadiEuis  in  opposition  to  that  spirit  of 
Democracy  which  has  lately  gained  so  much  ground  in 
many  parts  of  the  world,  but  fortunately  has  not  at 
present  made  any  material  progress  in  Canada. 

'  An  attempt  along  these  lines  to  gain  control  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  was  made  seme  years  later,  and  in  1810  the  Hon.  H.  W. 
Ryland  was  sent  to  England  to  obtain  the  consent  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  The  plan  failed,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  opposition  of 
Lord  Eldon.  See  the  very  interesting  documents  cited  in  Christie's 
BUtory  of  Carmda,  vol.  vi.,  and  those  in  the  Report  of  the  Canadian 
Archivist  for  1892,  pp.  1681. 

»  When,  in  1778,  Pope  Clement  XIV.  abolished  the  Society  of 
Jesuits,  its  Canadian  estates  fell  to  the  Crown.  George  III.  at  first 
wished  to  confer  them  on  General  Amherst,  but  this  proposal  proved 
so  unpopular  that  it  was  abandoned.  By  an  Act  passed  in  1832  the 
income  from  the  estates  was  appropriated  to  education.  At  federation, 
in  1867,  they  passed  under  the  control  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  In 
1887,  when  the  revived  society  was  incorporated  in  that  province,  it 
was  awarded  compensation  by  the  local  government.  See  J.  S, 
Willison,  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  ii.  40. 
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The  Population  of  Lower  Canada  is  computed  at  about 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty  Thousand  Souls,  nine-tenths  of 
whom  reside  in  the  Parishes  before  described,  distinct 
from  the  Towns,  and  from  these  are  drawn  the  Canadian 
Mihtia,  which  amount  to  37,904  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  60.  In  the  Parishes  here  alluded  to,  there  are  292 
Captains  of  Militia,  who  are  chosen  from  amongst  the 
most  respectable  of  the  Canadian  Habitants  (the  Etat 
Majors  amounting  to  16,  being  in  general  chosen  from 
amoic  the  Seigneurs) ;  and  here  it  is  necessary  to  inform 
Your  Grace  how  far  under  the  dominion  of  France  the 
Body  of  the  People  were  regulated  in  all  Public  Matters 
°y  the  Officers  of  Militia ;  the  Captains  of  Militia 
and  the  Curfe,  being  the  persons  employed  to  issue 
and  enforce  the  Public  ordinances,  and  through  the 
authority  thus  delegated  to  them  by  Government, 
possessed  considerable  influence  in  their  respective 
Parishes. 

Although  under  His  Majesty's  Government  these 
powers  have  in  a  great  measure  been  withdrawn,  especially 
since  the  establishment  of  the  new  Constitution,  there 
still  remains  in  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  a  certain 
consequence  attached  to  the  character  of  Captain  of 
Militia,  and  as  I  have  before  observed  to  Your  Grace  it 
is  still  customary  on  all  public  occasions  to  employ  this 
useful  Class  of  People  to  perform  many  services  for 
Government,  which  they  had  hitherto  done  without 
other  Reward  than  merely  that  arising  in  their  own 
minds  from  the  honour  and  respectability  of  the  appoint- 
ment ;  but  this  tho'  sufficient  to  render  it  desirable  is, 
as  they  feel,  by  no  means  an  equal  return  for  the  con- 
siderable Portion  of  their  time  so  employed.  If  then 
by  means  of  an  honorary  and  pecuniary  reward,  or  by 
any  plan  that  may  be  so  approved  of  by  the  Executive 
Council,  this  class  of  the  Canadians  would  be  brought 
to  consider  themselves  as  the  immediate  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  and  peculiarly  attached  to  the  Interest  of  Govern- 
ment, there  is  no  doubt  that  such  an  influence,  from  the 
circumstance  of  being  equally  diffused  over  the  whole 
Province  would  effectually  tend  to  keep  alive  among  the 
great  Body  of  the  people,  that  spirit  of  Zeal  and  Loyalty 
for  Monarchical  Government  which  I  believe  to  be 
natural  to  the  Canadians,  but  which  for  want  of  an 
immediate  class  to  whom  they  can  look  up,  and  from 
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their  having  no  immediate  connexion  with  the  Exeou- 
Ti.  *''  '*  '"  '**"?«''  °f  becoming  extinct. 
That  Loyalty  is  a  lively  principle  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Canadians  I  have  no  doubt,  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
expressions  of  satisfaction  which  are  shewn  by  all  Ranks 
whenever  the  Representative  of  His  Majesty  only  passes 
through  the  Country  ;  this  I  myself  experienced  (though 
at  that  time  generaUy  unknown)  in  the  Tour  I  lately 
made  through  the  Province. 

There  are  several  other  means  besides  tliose  I  have 
already  stated  by  which  I  am  convinced  a  proper  bias 
may  be  maintained  in  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  such 
as  I  should  hope,  would  secure  the  Province  against  any 
internal  Commotion  or  Disaffection,  the  details  of  which 
I  shall  reserve  until  I  shaU  receive  Your  Grace's  sanction 
to  trouble  you  further  on  this  head,  particularly  as  in 
order  to  give  Your  Grace  a  complete  idea  of  this  subject 
and  the  extent  of  my  plan,  it  will  be  necessary  to  solicit 
your  attention  while  I  lay  before  you  a  sketch  of  the 
relative  Expences  of  the  Civil  Department  of  Lower 
Canada,  and  the  MUitary  expenditures  of  the  Canadas 
by  which  It  will  appear  how  little  proportion  exists  in 
the  expences  of  those  Departments,  and  what  a  con- 
siderable saving  may  hereafter  accrue  to  Government, 
If  according  to  the  Plan  proposed,  and  by  a  more  liberal 
allotment  to  the  Civil  Expenditure,  such  an  Influence 
could  be  attained  over  the  minds  of  the  Canadians  as 
might  m  the  course  of  time  not  only  secure  the  Province 
irom  any  Interior  Commotion  or  disaffection  but  like- 
wise ensure  the  co-operation  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the 
defence   of   the   Province   against   the   attempts   of   a 
foreign  Enemy  without  the  aid  of  such  a  CoMiderable 
Jbhtary    Estabhshment    as  the    Mother  -  Country    has 
^therto    maintained    in   this    part    of    His    Majesty's 

The  deficiency  of  the  Revenue,  upon  the  average  of 
the  last  five  years  of  the  Civil  Expenditure,  amounts, 
f '  T,  i  T^^'^ '"  *••*  P^P®''  ^  •'a^e  the  honour  to  transmit, 
to  £12,000  per  annum,  and  the  Military  expenoe  of  the 
two  Canadas,  according  to  the  best  Information  I  can 
collect  to  about  £260,000,  this  Expence  would,  in  case 
of  any  Tumult  or  Insurrection  in  the  Country,  or  of  a 
war  with  the  neighbouring  States,  most  probably  be 
double  Its  present  amount,  and  this  Consideration  alone 
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shows,  how  infinitely  important  it  is  to  the  Mother- 
Country,  that  Your  Grace  should  be  made  acquainted, 
wlule  there  is  yet  time,  with  every  means  by  which  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  may  be  increased  and  the  hands 
of  the  iixecutive  Power  strengthened. 

But  there  is  another  Consideration  of  perhaps  greater 
importance  than  any  above  mentioned :  Could  such  an 
Influence  be  obtained  throughout  the  Province  by  means 
of  the  Priests  and  the  Captains  of  Militia,  as  I  have 
ventured  to  look  forward  to,  that  Influence  when  fully 
established  might  also  be  employed  so  as  at  aU  Times 
to  ensure  a  Majority  in  favour  of  the  Government  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  to  secure  the  election  in  that 
House  of  such  men,  as  from  their  Education  and  know- 
ledge of  Busmess  are  most  likely  to  see  the  real  Interests 
of  the  Province  m  their  true  light,  and  not  to  be  deluded 
by  the  faUacious  arguments  of  ..ny  popular  speaker  from 
giving  theur  entire  support  to  the  Executive  Government 
Ihe  defect  of  such  an  Influence  over  the  Elections  lessens 
the  respectability  of  that  Assembly  in  a  very  great 
degree,  and  particularly  as  from  the  absolute  want  which 
has  so  long  existed  of  the  means  of  Education  and  the 
inabihty  of  the  Canadians  to  support  the  Expence  that 
would  attend  sending  their  sons  to  the  Mother-Country 
for  that  purpose,  there  are  at  present  scarcely  any  rising 
men,  and  but  few  men  of  Talent  among  the  Canadian 
Gentry. 

From  this  and  other  Causes  the  Business  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  is  transacted  with  so  little  system  or 
regularity,  that  the  oldest  members  are  sometimes 
unabte  tq  form  a  judgment  of  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  Result  of  their  deliberations  on  the  most  common 
subjects. 

While  a  due  Preponderance  on  the  side  of  Government 
IS  so  manifestly  wanting  in  the  Assembly,  it  is  considered 
by  the  well-wishers  of  Government  as  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance that  the  Revenue  is  not  equal  to  the  Expendi- 
ture and  Your  Grace  will  immediately  see  the  necessity 
on  this  account  of  preserving,  in  appearance  at  least,  that 
disposition  m  a  greater  or  less  degree,  as  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  in  case  the  Province  could  be  induced 
to  tax  Itself  in  a  degree  equal  to  the  calls  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  the  Right  of  Regulation  and  Control 
over  the  whole  would  probably  be  aspired  to  by  the 


...  =»lL    ,' 


120 


THE  CONSTITtmONAL  ACT  OF  1791 


The  burthen  which  is  at  present  thrown  unon  fh- 
Mother-Country  wiU  be  fuUy'^Cbmpensated  foTwhen 
flnH.  K  '""!  *'"'*  "'"'"  arise  from  tVe  safe  of  ^;  Wa^?e 
h^ ft  h'*'"/u  Te  '"'  ""^  particularly  if  (.«  apZrs 
by  the  despatch  of  the  13th  July,  1797,  ti  Gei  P?St 
to  have  been  in  contemplation)  it  should  ^detSed 
to  appropriate  the  moneys  arising  from  these  slfeTto 
the  puroW  of  Stock  in  the  English  iCdT  and  the 
tureTl  ftl^.^  Stock  to  go  in  aid  of  the  a^l' E^nd^! 
&»  ■  ^  ^"""^^  i"  «"°h  manner  a^  the  iSds  of 
4.U  T^'y  ^  Treasury  may  direct. 

h  Jn  !fH?"$-*^  °^  K"^  ''■^"'^  f™""  first  to  last  will  have 
been  at  the  disposal  of  Government  is  computed  rtabon? 
One  hundred  and  fifty  Townships,  equal  to  Ten  milhon 
of  Acres,  which  have  actually  been  applied  for  fnoTHn^ 

cuSon  **  "'^  ^^""^  convenient  and  fit  for 

oo^.^^l  *,?°^«/'^"t  Thirty-five  Townships  only  are  in 
contemplation  to  be  granted  in  the  original  Termrnro 
posed  in  the  year  1792,  consequently  one  hundred  ^d 
fifteen  Townships  will  remain  for  the  future™  ™,sitbn 
con^'st^'Tf  'ffv '"""'  1*^^  ^•^"'^ »'!  Crow^rCes" 
SyT^ld"""""**"  "*  "P"^  '"  *^«  Townships 

I'Tan  obT^nf  .1?^  M*"""  *''^^  ^"-^^  ''«°°°'«  settled 
IS  an  Object  of  self-evident  magnitude  and  mnaf  in  ti™! 

make  a  full  return  for  whatev^  wiU  be  found  neSs^ 

colon^. '"""'''''''"  *°  °"PP°^  •"«*  ^«"«  BO  valuawTI 

I   flatter   myself  there   can   be   no   doubt   that   tl,« 

Idberality   witli    which    His    Majesty   Cs    latelv    hl:^ 

Stv  of  fhe^-^^'V^"'^  *°  «^"«  *•>«  afifection  and 
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^Tt'lj;\'?'''*u^??  P"*«™»1  Government,  by  the  neces- 

n,„;l  '!*«??'''*'''«  l°°ti"g  upon  which  the  Protestant 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Mv  Lord 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  Me  servant, 

ROBT.  S.  M1LNB8. 

of  L«.mbg''^„Tr^ed  ta^^^,'^^^'^'"'/^^^',";^  Advancement 
without  effect,  largely  owinc  tn  .L^™  •.•  '°*'-,'«'l>  •>"«  remained 
clergy.    See  KinS^^rif,  %°  ^^"^  "'  ">'  K™""  CathoUc 

grant.    Se/king,fo,!d!  o;'^".,'*w?  wVtb  "       '  ""*  '  '"""  ■""""' 
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From  1791  to  1838  the  Constitutional  Act  remained  in 
force,  but  both  in  Upper  and  in  Lower  Canada  grievances 
soon  arose.     The  Governor,  the  Executive  Council,  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  the  Legislative  Assembly  quar- 
relled among  themselves,  each  proving  strong  enough  to 
thwart  the  others,  but  not  to  assert  its  own  supremacy. 
In  Lower  Canada  this  struggle  was  complicated  by  racial 
and  religious  antagonism,  the  French  Canadians  forming 
the  majority  of  the  Assembly,  while  the  Governor  cho%e 
his  Councils  mainly  from  the  English  inhabitants  of 
Quebec    and    Montreal.     A    bitter    dispute    also    arose 
between  the  two  provinces,  Lower  Canada  refusing  to  give 
to  the  Upper  Province  an  adequate  share  in  the  Customs 
dues  levied  at  the  port  of  Montreal,  an  increasing  propor- 
tion of  which  was  collected  on  goods  destined  for  use  in 
Upper  Canada.     To  remedy  these  evils,  the  Imperial 
Government  in  1822.propo8ed  a  union  of  the  two  Canadaa  » 
This  proposal  was  withdrawn,  owing  to  the  fierce  opposi- 
tion of  the  French  Canadians  and  the  lukewarm  attitude 
of  the  English,  but  that  part  of  the  Act  dealing  with  the 
apportionment  of  the  revenue  parsed  into  law  as  the 
Canada  Trade  Act. 

.o^"ok^?.Zmr  "'"'"'  "  """'  "•"*  '"""'  **""  o-™  "'""'exed 
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The  chief  arguments  for  and  against  the  proposed 
measure  are  given  in  a  private  letter  of  Sir  John  Sher- 
brooke,  Governor  from  1816  to  1818,  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  in  the  foUowing  petitions 
submitted  to  the  King  and  to  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
the  text  of  which  is  quoted  from  the  Report  of  the 
Canadian  Archivist  for  1897. 

The  Legislative  Councils  of  both  provinces  were  at  this 
time  controlled  by  an  EngUsh-speaking  oligarchy,  the  core 
of  which  was  composed  of  the  prominent  LoyaUsts  and 
their  descendants.  In  the  answers  of  the  chief  of  these  to 
the  questions  of  the  Imperial  Government,  while  the  sug- 
gested union  was  but  coldly  received,  a  proposal  for  the 
federation  of  all  the  British  North  American  provinces 
was  put  forward.'  In  1824  several  of  these  replies  were 
published  in  London,  including  those  of  J.  B.  Robinson, 
Attorney-General  of  Upper  Canada;  John  Straohanj 
Bishop  of  the  same  province ;  and  William  SeweU,  Chief 
Justice  of  Lower  Canada.  The  two  main  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  the  proposition  were  the  gradual 
extinction  of  French  influence,  or,  at  any  rate,  of 
French  preponderance,  and  the  strengthening  of  British 
North  America  against  the  rising  power  of  the  United 
States.' 


Sir  Johk  Coapb  Shbebrooke  to  Lord  Bathurst. 

CaLVEKTOK  NBAS  SonXHWELL, 

Notts, 
nth  March,  1822. 

My  Lord,— I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Lordship's 
pnyate  and  confidential  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  the  con- 
tents of  which  shaU  not  transpire,  and  in  reply  to  your 

„nl„'„l??  ?™' ™''''  proposal  subBeqnent  to  the  Ion  of  the  Ameriean 

f°'™^Mor8e  and  given  mfuU  in  the  Report  of  the  Canadian  AreS 
for  1884.    Oddly  enough,  he  proposed  that  the  capital  of  the  nnitS 
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this  oojitry'o'f  tZSteorrZCnTup^rcSf  1? 

pp.  104-110  In  IsTiQlflj  1  •  '^'"°'  J»»'«!e  Smth,  quoted  on 
S  Nov»  SCO  ia  byRJ  uS  ""riru  "^^  "^f'^'^ '"  thaLlgirtZ 
to  the  Duke  of  Keit  brChW  JuSi™  a^tT"]*!;  P™'"'"*' ™  "'«de 
had  married  a  daughter  of  Smith  .^ji™'"  °',  ^^"^  C'^i^,  who 
8ub,oquent  propoSns  ^Ue'ttTd  Utr  °""°''  '"''™""^''  '■^  "-• 


^^^aC-^i  :m  # 


ARGUMENTS  AGAINST  UNION  126 

are   many   who   appear   to  have  no  tiena«  of   reUgion 
whatever.  " 

CirouniBtances  liave  materially  changed  since  the 
separation  of  tlio  two  Provinces,  and  I  could  not  avoid 
remarking  when  I  was  in  Upper  Canada,  that  in  many 
instances  a  stronger  bias  prevailed  in  fuvour  of  the 
American  than  of  the  British  form  of  Government 
Whereas  the  Catholics  in  Lower  Canada  have  a  rooted 
antipathy  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  no  dread  equal  to  that  of  one  day  falling  under  its 
Dominion.  This  trait  of  character  I  venture  to  press  on 
your  Lordship's  attention,  as  whatever  may  be  the  fate 
of  the  Upper  Province,  the  Americans  will  never  be  able 
to  establish  themselves  in  Lower  Canada,  whUst  this 
feeling  is  cherished. 

In  giving  my  candid  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  two 
provinces,  I  shall  be  happy  if  I  have  in  any  degree 
"u^T*  expectations  your  Lordship  has  done  me 

the  honour  to  express.  And  I  have  only  to  assure  you  of 
my  willingness  at  all  times  to  attend  to  your  Lorctehip's 
commands.  In  repeating  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  hold  your 
Lordships  communication  confidential,  I  must  request 
that  my  answer  may  be  looked  upon  in  the  same  light 
and  have  the  honour  to  lie,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  very  obedient  and 
Faithful  humble  servant, 

J.  C.  Shebbbookb. 


To,  THE  Kino's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  : 

The  Petition  of  the  Undersigned  Seigniors,  Magistrates 
Members  of  the  Clergy,  Offlcera  of  Militia,  Merchants' 
Landholders,  and  others.  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and 
District  of  Quebec,  Province  of  Lower  Canada  : 

Humbly  Sheweth  : 

That  your  Petitioners  have  learnt  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  that  Your  Majesty  has  taken  into  your 
Gracious  Consideration  the  State  of  the  Provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  with  a  view  to  adjust  certain 
differences  relating  to  matters  of  Revenue  complained  of 
by  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  ;  and  as  it  appears  that 
Your  Majesty's  Government  in  the  course  of  its  inquiry 
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into  the  .ouroe.  of  thew  difference.,  ha*  become  satisfied 

of  those  necessary  measures  for  diffusing  tCualmurthe 
.pint  at  iBprovOTrnt  .hith  (.i,OT„g„d  V  llf  ^ 

srs^.t-SSpr7i"is?2Bi 

pohcy  adverse  to  the  general  develonmlnrnf  ♦!.  •  ^ 
soloes,  and  in  an  espe^cial  mai^TtThelmtotm/n" 
of  the  channels  of  intercourse  between  th«m  .  Jj™.  ° 
«sential  here  to  notice  that  newTHhe  wMe  of  th« 
Revenue  of  the  two  Provinces  arisr^fom  the  dutfesfev^ed 
on  Merchandize  imported  at  the  port  of  QueC  un7«r 
irC^^^^  the  Legislature  of  the  L^^^oZ 

laUontf  IhlTw^VorctS  i\t  *^''°«^''P"^^ 
the  trade  of  the  CanadaaXedX' e:;ort  Se'fX 
Upper  Province  at  its  mercy,  being  subiect  to  »n^w      i 
fonsand  restrictions  at  tHe'shiSTort  ^  Hs  S  a" 
ture  may  choose  to  impose     Frnm  fhu  ^       ^m^- 

together  with  the  indifference  manifested  on  tWs  suft 
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b7  the  Legislature  of  the  Lower  Province;  Vour  Peti- 
Uoner.  have  ^lut  reason  for  alarm,  that  if  a  similar  system 
be  persMted  m,  it  may  tend  in  a  most  injurious  de^eeTto 
increase  the  Commercial  Intcrcoun,c  of  the  Upper  Pro- 
vmce  with  the  United  States  and  divert  the  enterprise  Vnd 
trade  of  its  mhab.tants  mto  a  foreign  channel  md  from 
these  causes  Your  Petitioners  not  only  apprehend  tl" 
immediate  loss  of  beneficial  Trade,  but  that  the  Zdual 
effect  would  be  to  interweave  the  interests  of  the  Upper 
Canadians  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  States,  thereby 
ahenatmg  their  minds  from  the  people  of  this  prortnce 
and  weafcning  their  affection  for  Vour  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment^ notwithstanding  their  present  inown  and  tried 

The  LBgislature  of  this  Province  has  for  a  long  time  past 
been  agitated  by  dissensions  and  their  deliberation^" 
much    interrupted    thereby,    that    Trade,    AgriculTurl 
^etllt^n"  ""?<'"'"''  "^i^^"  °f  general  interest  ^ave  been 
neglected.     There  exists   no   Law  for  the   Registry  of 
Lands  ana  Mortgages,  so  necessary  for  security  in  com- 
mercial transactions,   no   Insolvent   Debtors'   Act,   and 
your  Petitioners  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  Law  to  pi^ovide 
for  the  unrepresented  state  of  the  Townships,  a  fertile 
and  va  uable  portion  of  this  Province  settled  by  Inhabi- 
tants of  Bntish  origin  ;  of  these  Legislative  Enactments 
fnH.,.^^^f        ™  necessary  to  quicken  the  enterprise  and 
^f^vZ     .."  <=°""°ef,«'al  country,  your  Petitioners  enter- 
tam  httle  hope,  until  a  Reunion  of  the  Provinces  shall 
have  weakened  the  mfluence  which  has  hitherto  prevented 
their  adoption  in  our  statute  book.     The  existence  of  this 
influence,  your  petitioners  chiefly  attribute  to  the  im- 
politic division  of  these  Provinces,  which  instead  of  ren- 
dering It  the  interest,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Individual 
rL  Jjh  ,<'°™"">?''y  to  concur  in  measures  to  assimilate 
the  whole  population  and  to  aUay  the  jealousies  naturally 
^™i,'^f*'  ifT"  *^./«T»'   cla'ses,   has   unavoidably 
presented  to  the  individuals,  who  first  attained  a  majority 
in  the  Legislature,  a  temptation  to  perpetuate  their  own 
power  by  adoptmg  a  course  direotfy  opposite.     To  the 
same  mfluence  may  be  traced  the  small  encouragement 
which  has  been  held  out  to  the  settlement  of  the  vacant 
lands   of   this   Lower  Province  by   British   population 
and  consequently  that  of  upwards  of  eighty  thousand 
souls    (a    number   equal  to  one-fourth    of    the    actuS 
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vi.ion«  thereof  .riinnuL  "it     thTT"  ""•'  ""  ''"'■ 

propoMd  in  the   Imperisi  P»rLftVnt    thir  iT^  i      " 

mreSar.t:^rreic^^^^ 

'  The  C»ua<l»  Trad.  Ao»  (a  George  IV.,  c.  119;. 


OPPOSITION  IN  UPPEI        VADA  liMi 

to  thu  nunilH-ro,  woaltli  nii.l  rtwurcK  of  tl,..  <liff..r..iit, 
ol»M«,  „f  inlmlMlanU  ..f  thon,.  Provinr.-,  will  r,-,„ir,.  no 
innovation  in  tl,e  Uwh  or  lt,.|iKi„n  „f  tli..  Conntry  nor 
proHcripfon  in  l).,l,nte  or  Motion  in  tl.o  l-.>KiHlaturo,  of 
the  lanKuaKo  of  any  portion  of  the  Inhal.itant..  in  every 

?-rj  ;'"'"'•.  •"•»7"'>'  •'"'}  '".V'lty  have  Ihh.,,  ovinee.l  a« 
feltow  noldieni  in  ilefcnco  of  the  I'rovinciw 

May  It  therefore  Kraoioiiiily  please  your  Majesty  that  a 
Bill  for  the  Union  of  the  two  Provinces  of  Up>er  an.l 
Lower  Canada,  on  the  equitable  terms  prayed  for  W  your 

U^hT^r-u"!"^  '"'"  '-r  ""•'  "»'  (-'"""titution  estah- 
iished  thereby  be  preserved  inviolate  to  your  Petitioners 
and  their  posterity. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  priiv. 
I^CIBRC,  Derembrr,  1S22. 

HnIr„f''A  """""rfblo  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Went- 
worth  in  the  District  of  Gore  and  Province  of  UpiJr 
Canada  most  respectfully  shewcth.  That  your  peti- 
tioners,  His  Majesty's  dulfful  and  loyal  subjects  many  of 
whom  emigrated  to  this  province  at  an  early  m-riod  of  i°s 
existence  as  such  (for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  British  government)  immediat<ly  drew  forth  the 
fwJ!''i  ''T  ""tl 'Olioitude  of  His  late  Majesty  Georee 
the  third,  who  in  the  tWrty  first  year  of  His  Reign  by  and 
with  the  advice  o,  the  British  Parliament  gave  to  Canada 
a  ConstitMtion  a  transcript  of  their  own  and  at  the  same 
time  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons  divided  Canada  into 
.^t?l?T"T•.*''^^P^^'■   P'"^"""   being   principally 

tTfin^i  ^r  ^'"^V*  "''  ^t^^'y  *''°  were  accustomed 
to  JBntish  Laws  and  using  the  English  language 

1  ^^^•'^  Circumstance  that  has  arisen  during  the  period 
elapsed  has  tended  to  unfold  its  benefits  by  briifging  its 
enactments  into  practical  operation,  raising  our  admira- 
tion of  and  attachment  to  a  constitution  so  well  adapted 
to  our  feelings  and  contributinr  -o  largely  to  our  happiness. 
Conscious  that  our  gratitu..  and  attachment  to  His 
Majesty  s  government  had  been  manifested  on  everv 
LTJIl^^V,"'"^?!!' i*  ""^  vvith  deepest  regret  and  almost 
astonishment  that  we  received  the  heads  of  a  bill  brought 
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before  Your  Honourable  House  during  its  last  session  for 
altering  the  said  Act  of  31st  Geo.  3rd,  Ch.  31,  altering 
the  same  so  as  to  destroy  our  liberty  altogether,  without 
our  consent,  or  even  our  knowledge  and  without  any  mis- 
conduct on  our  part  amounting  to  a  forfeiture. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Honourable  House,  that 
the  proposed  alterations  could  only  have  originated  in 
misrepresentations  of  the  grossest  nature  and  from  utter 
Ignorance  of  the  localities  of  the  Country  and  the  wants 
offcumstances  and  feelings  of  the  people. 

It  was  thought  proper  in  the  present  Constitution  to 
leave  the  quantum  of  property  possessed  by  Representa- 
tives to  be  assigned  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  which 
has  been  done  so  as  to  secure  the  respectability  of  the 
assembly  without  circumscribing  too  far  the  choice  of  the 
Electors  ;  but  raising  the  qualification  of  members  to  £500 
bteriing  agreeably  to  the  Bill  before  Your  Honourable 
House  at  its  last  session,  would  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
franchising the  electors  altogether,  some  Counties  not 
being  able  to  select  such  qualified  persons  out  of  their 
whole  population.     Landed  property  likewise  being  made 
anawerable  for  demands  against  the  owners,  in  cases  where 
Chattels  would  only  be  liable  in  England,  causes  real 
estate  m  this  province  frequently  to  change  possessors. 
We  would  rather  therefore  resign  the  Representative 
iJranch  altogether,  than  to  have  the  House  of  Assembly 
established  on  such  principles,  and  to  be  told  of  every 
Act  TOth  which  we  could  not  accord,  that  it  was  our  own  • 
when  we  might,  and  frequently  would  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  choo.sing  men  for  oui  Representatives,  no  other  way 
quahfied,  than  by  holding  large  tracts  of  wild  land  which 
IS  in  effect  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  in  the  province  ' 

The  lengthening  the  duration  of  each  Pariiament  to 
hve  years  is  to  us  particularly  objectionable  as  extending 
too  far  the  period  before  which  the  Representatives  could 
again  meet  their  constituents  ;  and  the  vesting  of  the 
Executive  government  of  each  province  with  power  to 
introduce  two  members  into  the  Assembly  without  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  is  we  believe,  without 
a  precedent,  and  would  give  an  undue  influence  to  the 
Executive  which  in  our  opinion  already  possesses  enough 

r',!'^^^  itself  and  the  Canada  Trade  Act,  wiU  be  found  in  Public 
litlU  (1822),  vol.  III. 
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cou„'tl'offi^T;„r^  °'  government;  for  in  this 

ported,  as  haa  been  constantly  the  case  ^    ^ 

House  of  As^mtW^„^  part^^th^'L'"'^™'  ^"PPly.  the 
genci^  or  to  aXrH°  *^'""'  *°  ■<"^*"  enormous  contta 

mone/waa'in  cirouMon In ?W  'pro'vinTrd  Sh^h' 
and  become  one  people  ™"''  ^^''^  """«.  oommix 

■  9—2' 
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petitioners  do  not  believe  that  two  bodies  so  heterogeneous 
and  discordant  in  aU  their  parts  as  the  Legislatures  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  must  necessarily  be  can  unite 
cement  and  become  one  so  far  as  to  render  equal  advan- 
tages to  both,  which  each  has  a  right  to  expect  from  its 
own  separate  Legislature ;  and  if  an  ascendancy  should 
be  given  to  the  Representation  of  Upper  Canada  over 
that  of  Lower  Canada,  to  which  we  do  not  feel  entitled 
ftom  our  population,  it  would  be  ofifering  injustice  to  our 
brethren  of  the  Lower  Province,  with  whom  we  have  no 
desire  to  quarrel  nor  by  any  measure  to  break  in  upon 
theu-  nghto  and  peace  ;  and  should  the  advantage  be  on 
the  part  of  Lower  Canada  we  must  bo  at  their  mercy 
and  we  have  no  right  to  expect  that  attention  to  our 
interests  which  our  wants  and  ci      distances  require  the 
only  ground  of  difference  heretc         existing  between  us 
being  an  account  of  our  Quotn  oi  the  Revenue  which 
having  been  put  m  an  amicable  train  of  adjustment  by 
the  prompt  and  timely  interference  of  the  British  Pariia- 
ment  and  His  Majesty's  Government  at  once  does  awav 
with  every  semblance  of  reasonable  argument  that  migh't 
be  offered  by  those  anxious  for  a  reunion  :— and  also  the 
extent  of  Territory  would  be  so  great  that  were  it  in- 
habited by  the  same  people  throughout,  it  must  neces- 
sarily present  such  varied  local  interests  that  the  wants 
of  some  parts  of  so  extensive  a  colony  wiU  be  more  Uable 
to  suffer  from  neglect,  from  ignorance  or  from  clashing 
mterests  than  a  less  extent  of  territory  would  be. 

To  sum  up  all,  Your  Petitioners  are  of  opinion  that  the 
different  ongin  of  the  population  of  the  two  Provinces, 
the  difference  of  their  languages,  habits,  manners,  customs 
and  Religions,  together  with  their  varied  interests,  will 
necessarily  produce  efforts  for  ascendancy,  create 
jealousies,  strifes,  animosities  and  contentions,  which  may 
break  out  in  consequences  of  an  alarming  nature,  and  all 
without  answering  any  one  desirable  object  which  we  can 
foresee,  or  that  may  balance  the  least  of  the  evils  that 
appear  to  us  so  obvious. 

Wherefore,  We  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  most 
earnestly  beseech  Your  Honourable  House  to  abstain 
from  placing  us  in  a  situation  so  perilous,  so  contrary  to  our 
wishes,  and  as  we  fear  so  destructive  of  our  best  interests 
a^d  that  Your  Honourable  House  would  forbear  passing 
the  said  or  any  other  Bill  of  a  like  nature  into  a  Law 
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for  uniting  the  Legislatures  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
at  any  future  Session  of  tlie  ImpSal  ParliaSInt.  *' 

And  Your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  wiU  ever  pray. 

(320  signatures  are  attached.) 

A  LA  TRES  EXCELLENTE  MaJESTE  DU  Roi  : 

La    Petition    rfc«    Soussignes,    Seigneurs,    Maaistrats 
Mernbres  du  Clergf,  Offlciers  de  Milice,  uZt^l' 

Expose  Humblement  : 

Que  c'est  avec  la  plus  profonde  douleur  et  les  plus  vives 
alarmes  que  vos  Petitionnaires  ont  appris  qurdans  k 

ffn^T.  rr"  \  ^^^''""™'  ^"^  Royaules  uTs  U 
avoit  dt6,  de  I'approbation  des  serviteurs  de  Votre  Maiest^ 
mtroduit  dans  I'honorable  Chambre  des  Communef  un 
Bill  pour  altte  I'heureuse  Constitution  de  Gourrnement 
in.  chap.  3l"'  ^^  ''  ^*'""'  ^'  '»  ^Ze  G^o 

lo^r.''^''^"^"!"^  ^'™''  "onvocation  prochaine  du  Par- 
lement,  pouvant  faire  perdre  a  la  L^rislature  de  cette 
ftoTince  I'occasion  que  les  Communes  dans  lem-  saeesse 
et  leur  justice  ont  bien  voulu  donn.r  au  peuprde  fette 

^e7dTplrleS'er  '  ^°''^-  ^''^'''  «'  -^"^  deux  Chfm! 
ores  du  Parlement  ses  sentiments  sur  lui  suiet  d'une  si 
haute  importance,  Vos  Petitionnaires  croient  qu'il  ™t  de 
leur  devoir  envcrs  Votre  Majesty,  et  envers  eux  mtmes 
de  mettre  sans  d61a  au  pied  de  Votre  Trone,  leu^sTrs 
humbles  repr&entations  au  sujet  de  ce  Bill 

Qu'aucune  des  autorites  constituees  en'  vertu  du  dit 
S.atut  m  aucune  partic  des  sujets  dc  Votre  Majesty  en 
cette  Province  „.,vo.ent  jamais  sollicit^  publi„nt 

t™  Jl        1      '  T"'S  "•'rg'""™*.   mais  au  contraire 
tontes  les  classes  du  Peuple  de  cette  Province  ont  con 
stamment  manifest^  un  attachement  inWolaWef  cette 
constitution,  et  ont  tout  r&emment  encore  expose  avec 
ardeur,  leur  vie  et  leurs  fortunes  pour  sa  defense  et  ^Ue 

Que  oe  Statut  ne  fut  acoorde  aux  sujets  de  Votre 
Majesty  en  cette  Province,  conform^ment  4  la  promesse 
Royale,  contenue  dans  la  Proclamation  du  7  Octobre  ms 
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des  diffirentes  Xfe°  do^tMH  '*  P"^"""".  de  la  part 
barre  de  fa  ChLhti  T  ?.^*'  ''"''^°*  ^^^  entendus  A  '  . 
toua'vo:  Huiete  en  ce's  pttSrvTh''  ^"  consequence 
et  avec  raison  IW  r^^rn!  '  Domaines  I'ont  revu 

.e^Abe...!,^i?X?:~--:,^^^^^^^^^ 

PaWe%^?uXr^s  dr  l'''  """"^i*""""  ^«  l''  Mere 
reformer  Cabus  rwl  I,  f  P°"^<"".suffisanU  pour 
tentements,  et  promoSTr  f  h- °'*'i  ^F^?'^""  '««  "^c™- 
sans  exige;  I'inter^ZZ  H  T  «t^?^'^'  •*"  '»  Province, 
intervention  qJ^  Tor'quV^le  a  if^  f^g's  ature   Supreme 

ssri-rio'^"^^^^^^^^ 

et  tet^a  S«tuti:ln:Ll5''^"'*f  T '-  --°«^ 
graduellement  disZoftre^»  ^tabl  e  par  le  dit  Statut  font 

*  est  accrue  aussi^^Sdl«„f°''n  "^^  "^"«  ^'''^''ce 
sans  recevoir  une  l,Z.n.  ?"^  "*""  ''"^  Etats-Unis, 
I'^migrationlerevenuDK.*  ff  Pf?Portionelle  p*; 
sant  pour  subve^rT  fout^»  «„««*  tj°"ve  i  peu  pr&  suffi- 
son  commerce  Zsi  „,!  »!fn  '^^^^P""*"  necessaires  et 
temps  ^^'^Cor^r.H'Z%^'^:ZnS^^^r  '^ 

Gbitants^de  cette  KnceltTcontr °''""f  f  '''"""  ^<"' 
pa«soit  en  loi.  outre  leTSx  qu'ilTont  4™-^  ^'^"^• 
dispositions,  ils  demeureroient  P..7»f  1  '=™'°,^«,'J«  «e8 
assurance  suffisante  de  cnn!^.;  T  posterity,  sans 

droits  et  de  iSs  oue  d  W  '^  '^"'-.'"'^  '^^t^'"*'  ^e 
representations  sec;Set?a,^„'IL''-i^^^ ""?"?'«  ^"^  des 
instant  expos/s  Tperd^P  i  „  •  j. 'I  '  '*''°'''"*  ^  "'^aq^o 
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pSies!  '^^       '     *  ^P'^'  *^°"'  ^"'^ndu   lea    deux 

.r      f  '*«"''  ProTinoes  de  voir  terminer  d'unemanTire 
juste   et   effioace   ces   diff^renda     DuismiP    wtl 
a^eroit  aux  parties  en  Utigel  proSrelirs-mer/r 

(quelle  que  fOt  oelle  qui  I'emportat)  4  des  injustices  et  k 
des  discordes  nuisibles  aux  int^rets  de  la  S  Crie  et 
funestes  k  ceux  des  deux  Provinces  ' 

tant^dTla  1!ffli"'°"  !?'°i*  '"""''"  ''^^  dissensions  r&ul- 
,rfZu-.f  '^'"f^""?"  d«  iangage,  de  religion,  de  lois  et 
d  int&et  locaux  qui  agiterent  la  Province  de  Quebec  et 
eZZ^Zr  ""  ''""^  gouvernements  separeTsT  ho'ur- 
eusement  fait  cesser ;  et  qu'une  Legislature  ainsi  C(  H 
tu^e,  ne  sauroit  parvenir  aux  fins  utiles  d'une Till   on 

Que  la  situation  g^ograpHque,  la  difference  de  climat 

1  Union  projetee  et  que  les  sacrifices  qui  en  rXXroient 
t^uZ""^'"'  P""'  ""  '''"^">  ^  '«"^«  places,  eta«°con- 

rlrlf  ^K'^'^.'f  e,  pnveroient  certainement  une  grande 
partie  des  sujets  de  Votre  Majeste  dans  I'une  et  fautre 
Province  deleurs  justes  droits,  et  de  toute  paraciDation 
dans  la  legislation  de  leur  pays.  participation 
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Que  cost  avec  la  douleur  la  plus  r^elle  que  vos  Piti- 
Uonnaaree  voyent  sans  pouvoir  se  le  diasimuler,  que  iL 
dspositionB  pnncipales  de  ce  BiU,  Be  dirigent  oontre  \Z 

Cf J^™  '"i**'^*"  ^^,  "*"^  P"'*'"  «'«'  '"J*'"  de  Voire 
d»  r»  '  S"  f°™«nt  leB  neuf  diiMmes  de  la  population 
de  cette  Province.  Et  surtout  qn'il  y  ait  6t6  int?oZt  i 
J^Z'^  ^^  K  ''28"*  **  ^^•'  *t«blissement8  religieurdTn  si 
grand  nombre  de  vos  sujets,  des  clauses  qui  aoivent  "aire 
naitre  parm.  les  habitants  de  cette  partie  ie  vosdoma  'e^ 
jtVh°T'"  ''*  '^'^  !"^J"8^'  f""«»tes  4  leur  reprit  i 
Hi^niW  "?  "■  "'  ''"I  P'''""'^"*  incompatibles  avec  la 
mfi^     ""*'"'"'  "'  '"  ^"'"''''  •^"  gouvemement  de  Votre 

pr^et^^ls!LTH',''i^'"  qui  interdit  dans  I'AssembWe 
Ktf^'rf  ^^  ■^''  '*  ^""8"*  Fran9oiRe,  la  seule  que  parle 
ptnvin™  I  /'  g.™"de  majority  des  habitans  de  cette 
^u  I  r.f;  T  ^^'It^^^'^  indirectement  le  droit  d'etre 
61u  i  cette  Assembl^e,  6quivaudroit  en  effet  pour  eux  I 
une  privation  absolue  d'un  des  plus  grands  avanta^es 
qu  aient  les  sujets  oe  Votre  Majesty,  generoit  eST 
iT^r  ''■'""h.ses  et  liberty,  et  diminuant  le  TrnZ 
Woi.'^H  ""*'  P^P'^'  ^  '*«  reprfeenter  efficaoemenT 
feroit  des  personnes  qualifi^es  une  classe  privilS  au 
sem  d'une  Colonie  Britannique.  ^   vuegiee  au 

Que  ce  BiU  en  accordant  au  Haut-Oanada  dont  la 

autant  de  Membres  qu'A  cette  demiere  pour  la  repr^sentCT 
dans  1  Assemble  R6unie,  ^abliroit  en  faveT  de  ll 
minority  une  pr^Krance  humiliante  aux  hibkant  ie 
cette  Province  contraire  k  leur  droits,  comme"  ujet^ 
Bntanniques  et  dangereuse  pour  leurs  inkrets  ' 

h.t  que  vos  Ktitionnaires  jaloux  de  coneerver  la  part  Que 
leur  a^ure  la  division  des  deux  Provinces  dans  leZivSr 
constitutionnel,  de  faire  les  lois  que  les  conceS    ne 

cZ7'  "T  'i''\^^"f"-  I"-  'eur  co-sujeteT  Hkut 
Canada  continuent  k  jouir  d'un  pareil  avantage  commmi 
4  toutes  les  autres  Colonies  de  Votre  Majest/^ 

Qu  outre  ces  sources  fatales  de  discorde,  d'injustice  et 
de  confusion,  ce  BiU  contient  relativement  k  I'approbation 
des  subsides  lev&  sur  le  peuple  de  cette  ProVince  et  i 
d  autres  objets  des  dispositions  contraire^Tux  droitt 
de  naissance  de  vos  P^titionnaires  comme  sujetrnls 
Bntanniques,  et  k  la  declaration  expresse  du  Pariemenr 

Quil  plaise  done  k  Votre  Majesty,  que  le  ^tsTne 
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I^„h"  ""  '"''  ^*  ^"0  ''Heureuse  ConHtitution  et  la 
dhXH-f  8°y''«"'«'"'">t  de  cette  Province.  6tabli<-8  par  le 

priOT.'^*  P^titionnaires  de  Voire  Majesty  ne  cesseront  de 

To  THK  K1NO8  Most  Excellent  Majesty  : 

The  Petilion  of  the  Syhscribers,  Your  Majesty's  dutiful 

/nAofttfanta  0/  <Ae  C.<j,  a»rf  County  0/  MorUreai 
m  the  Prcmince  of  Lower  Canada  : 
Most  Hcmbly  Sheweth  : 

li  Ji*"*'  y°r"^  Majesty's  Petitioners  learnt  with  the  most 
lively  satisfaction,  that  the  measure  of  uniting  the  P?o 
vinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  under  one  Legiltoe 
had  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  ImS 
Parliament  m  ,ts  last  Session,  and  have  been  imprS 
w^th  the  sentiments  of  the  most  respectful  gratSTor 
the  attention  which  has  been  bestowed  on  this  mcMure  of 
vital  importance  to  both  Provinces  measure  of 

and  u^n*!"  ^f""*.^'"  anticipation  that  the  evident  policy 
and  urgent  necessity  of  a  union  of  the  Provinces  wiU 
mduce  a  renewal  of  the  measure  in  the  next  S^siTn 
Your  Majesty's  Petitioners  most  respectfuHy  begleave 
*ntheCht'J""'''P"'  -"-deration?  that  rVde^r  hem 
^d  Untr  ^'^"^  ''""°"^  *°^  ">«  "''op'-"  "f  the  pro- 
,J^Z  ^.*J?»'y's  Petitioners  \r.  all  humility  represent 

ftotites"  must"  t  r  7  ''**S  ^^'"™  "'  Q^-^e  i-^toTw^o 
rrovmces  must  be  referred  to  as  a  measure  which  has 
b*en  most  prohfic  of  evil.  At  the  time  the  divTs^n  tool 
t"Z  77^  °^  thirty  yea«  had  elapsed  from  the  S.„ 
quest  of  the  country  by  Your  Majesty's  Arms  •  and 
notwithstanding  the  unlimited  generosity  whi^  has  be^n 

tioD  in  f  hlr"  ^^°"'  ^^  '*/'"itting  them  to  a  participa- 
Snwi^.  Government  and  in  all  the  rights  of  British 
fnwl!"l   Vk""*  ^^  continued  demonstrations  of  kindness 

•SZf  in  tT;  "°  "^T""?  *>"■'  ^•*"  ""^-l"  i"  effectS^  a 
Uiange  in  the  principles,  language,  habits  and  manners 
which  charactenze  them  as  a  foreign  people.     Such  ch^ge 
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tion  of  GovemmJ^nr^^^   "  Inwmg  »  new  Conetitu. 

MajestvrP«tffi™f^    '^  Province.     Unfortunately,  Your 
iWs  orRrinii      ■''•  '°,<""n™on  with  their  feUow  sub- 

measure  of  IviS^fhl  ^     •  "^   ''^"   mentioned,   the 
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hnf  fh'^^  *^°?*'''  **f*™*  *•"«  ""'^on  of  the  Province  ■ 
but  their  effortg  were  unavaihng.'  "»moe  , 

It  i8  from  this  impolitic  measure  your  MaicHtv'H  PMi 
XoHlT'  Tl""  T^^""^  *'■"*  'he^olitical  "^su^der 
resulted  as  their  primary  cauw.  The  French-Canadian 
population  for  a  short  period  of  time  after  the  adoptfon  of 
the  present  constitution  partly  from  incapacity  to  e"erci2 

and"^  oar'tlv  T^"  '"*''  ^^'^  '^"^  ^"^  ^°™«  '"vZ"^ 
F^„iiil  .^1  °'"  u?""  ^ma'ning  deference  for  thei^ 
English  fellow  subjects,  used  their  ascendancy  with 
rfanr  =  »»".'Ws  disposition  was  not  of  long  cLtMu 
ance,  and  soon  yielded  to  the  inveterate  anti-British  and 
anti-oommerciaf  pre  udices,  by  which  they  have  not  ce^d 
to  be  actuated.  The  consequence  has  b^ntlhat  p^rTns 
of  British  ongm,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small 
number,  who  lave  been  elected  rather  for  the  ^ak"  o 
appearances  than  from  any  regard  for  their  qualifications 

nrnlrfi  T^***^-  1™S  ">"  """'^  °f  Assembly.  The 
proportion  of  English  Representatives  for  many  years 

lu^\^^  ^"'fVr  """"""ted  to  one-fourth  of  the  eS 
number ;  and  at  the  present  time,  of  fifty  members  who 
repre^nt  Lower  Canada  only  ten  are  Enghsh  Tw" 
branch  of  he  Government  mav  indeed  be  said  to  be 
exclusively  m  the  possesion  of  tte  uneducated  peasantry 

?L  nf  f^"*""^'  "i"^'  ^^^  '?'""'8«'"«"*  "nd  control  of  a 
few  of  their  countrymen,  whose  personal  importance  in 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  country  at  laS-grdemnds 
on  the  continuance  of  the  present  vicious  3em  As 
Illustrative  of  the  spirit  by  which  this  body  h^' been 
actuated.  It  will  not  be  deemed  irrelevant  to  m^ent^n  trat 
since  the  estabhshment  of  the  present  constitutr"n  no 
person  of  British  origin  ha«  been  elected  Speaker  of' the 
knTwTi'J^'  ''"h'"'!^  '^  '^8ard  had  been  ha^  to  ab  lity 
knowledge  and  other  quaUfications,  a  preference  must 
have  been  given  to  persons  of  that  description 

The  composition  of  a  Legislative  body,  such  as  that 
which  has  been  described,  under  the  influence  of  the  pre- 
judices of  a  foreign  people,  without  the  requisite  abihty 
for  the  discharge  of  its  functions,  and  from  which  persons 
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mo.!  eligible  meX™  AanT  ^  ^' 71"'''  """"'it"!.  iU 
be  deemed  ^ To?  reguE  th'L"'^*''''  '"''*";''y  '""•>•'» 
Province  of  .o  muorfmDortL™  „T''''™^°'  "  »"'"'• 
Bi'tently  with  the  inter^u  nf  ^^  Si  Lower  Canada,  oon- 
of  the  mother  ooJS?^>»^dif%°r""'  '""'"  '"•  ">o.e 
qualification  be  aSthe  mort  m.^tT  """'^  °'  '"'- 
every  meaaure  calculated  ♦o^!-f?*''j''l"'K"»"™  t" 
of  tfee  country  w'ththerr  f^n""'i^**  ""'  '"habitants 
of  the  Kmpire^anJonromote^ri  ""'''""*''  ".""'^^  P"*" 
it  is  impoMible  nnf  f,*^  K  •'*  """""ercial  proHp^rity 

A«M,m"fy  rf  1^°°J  Cana^7h'"/''^"°"'"""«°"  "f  'ho 
evils  co^plLi^d  of  Xn^;  t'l/rJitrrr  °'.^"  ">«' 
recurring  differences  betCn  he  J»  m'  "'**■  **•«  «''«■• 
LegislatSre  have  princioX  aW,!  u*'  '"■*""'""'  "'  "•« 
powers  of  the  Ex"pu/iv»  r  "  :-Hence  it  is  that  the 
ment  and  advancement  of  rhrp"!*""*  ^°J  "«'  '«P™^e- 

measure  becoC  paralysed  an^"-^' '  *  '"  "«"'*' 
Hence  it  is  that  the T^t^^-  *"f'„".«e'''y  inefficient  :- 
been  impeded  id  tb»^'"''  -  settlements  has 
the  tid^'^feXattn  whf.T,'''  *""'^  Population  by 
flowed  so  cop3yttorh^L-  '°T  ^""^  P"*'  has 
Hence  it  is  in  fine  that  Jl.  P'°""?«.b«en  prevented  :- 

provemen?  have  b!en  criL^.T''S"''r*"'"P"'«  ""^  *"•- 
country  remaL?,^alHErfnr  •"''  "''^'^^'-'d.  and  the 
it  P08^«edTthe  time  of  thTnf  ='«"f<"^™ticc  which 
particulars  French  conquest,  that  is,  in  all 

bad's  S:wi«:^i''^hr'"'  ^"'^^'y'^  P^*'"""""  have 
effectual  r^edyb^"notaDDlierh'  °'  «""  K^^^er,  if  an 
posed  Umon  o7th^  ftovSces  to  fh'^"  '""^"'"^  *'"'  P'"' 
most  intense  inter^t  ThcvldM  ItZ"  ""'".«"•  »'  'he 
stand  excused,  if  on  a  ouZi^  ,„  .  •°™' ,"  '"  hoped, 
interests  as  wda^  those  nf??  !"''°'^n8  their  de^t 
subjects,  they  sneak  thtrnf  the.r  posterity,  as  British 
In  doing  BO  thev  f^l  r^  language  of  truth  without  reserve 

of  the7ubje^tToSrrtht?n7r*T"^l',°"  '^'  P"'' 
sion  the  adoption  or  retct^on  of  f  h^n  • ""''  f,  ^PP^hen- 
whether  this  Province  rtoZ7nf«n*"'°",r"  ''^'e^'^ine 
British  Province,  or  whether  uidlrtl'^7''"  ^  '"'"""''■  » 

&^"i:.^±rgBST^^^^^ 

not  adopting  ^^^^^ i^Al^^:  l^^^'^l 


•^jQir'rfiP'^"\:'  •  i,iwL5yi.;te  j***' 


"  LA  NATION  CANADIENNE  "  uj 

f^^rJ^r  ""i"""  ""T'  "^''''"''ve  '""t'   The  French  popula- 

fh^  .^  '  lOUHand  ;  and  it  i..  nuppoHed  may  now  exceed 
hree  hun,bed  thousand.  The  whole  of  thi,  population 
though  with  the  exr.,ntion  of  an  Incon.idera&e  numC 
born  under  the  Engh4  dominion,  is  a«  strongly  m^M 
by  the  characteri8t.c»  of  their  foreign  origin  a«  Trian 
guage,  manner.,  habit,  and  di-positions,  aS  they  were  at 

t.on  must  retam  its  present  ascendancy  in  the  government 
ceni^  tnT'S^'  ""1^  *'  '  ""'•  °'  ''°""«-  °f  'f  °«'>  »™ord 
fostering  protection  of  dreat  Britain  would  therefor, 
necessarily  lead  to  the  result,  which  without  a  Union  ij 

to  notM  .^1!'*  -^""^  ^"^"'y''  Potitioners  cannot  omH 
to  notice  that  the  unreasonable  extent  of  political  rights 
w^ph  has  been  conceded  to  this  population  to  th"Dre- 
judic,.  of  their  fellow  subjects  of  briVish  origin  toget'hrr 
tTeeitr?  °f  .".""^8^«wing  strength,  has  already  had 
the  effect  of  reahsing  in  the  imagination  of  many  of  them 
nameof T'^'v'!^"""^  <"  »  separate  nation  under  th^ 
name  of  the  Nation  Canadienne  ";  implying  pretensions 
not  more  irreooncilab'e  with  the  rights  of  tLirfelow 
subjects  than  with  a  just  subordination  to  the  Pa^nT 
s„h™>  h7..  ^'^Jo^ty «  Petitioners  would  respectfully 
sucreffl^'"'*'/  rl"^  °'  government  which  has  had 
such  effects,  and  which  m  its  ulterior  consequences  must 
expose  Grent  Britain  to  the  mortification\nd  d1~ 
of  having  at  immense  expence,  reared  to  the  maturity  of 

LnyTf"a'?nref<i°''"?"  "''"1^^  ""'""y-  '°  ''^come^the 
ally  of  a  foreign  nation  and  the  scourge  of  its  native 
subjects  and  their  descendants,  ought  to  be  rsisted  n  f 
a  tlnlfn'^^  "^  ^/7'^'*'"i'"?  ^^^  considerations  requiring 
niirt  n?%  ^"""^l  ^"""  *A*  '"""^'Kn  character  of  a  great 
part  of  the  population  of  Lower  Canada  and  its  iniSoal 
disposition  to  everything  British,  Your  Maje    ,  "Zt' 

toXhT°°'^  '\^""^  *'L°^*'  8^°""ds  for  theiueCre 
to  which  their  situation  and  past  experience  have  given 
peculiar  force  and  urgency.  But  if  those  were  even  ex 
eluded  from  view,  and  the  Population  of  both  Provinces 
were  en  , rely  homogeneous,  the  necessity  of  uniting  hen 
foi  their  common  interest  as  well  as  that  of  the  mother 
country  would  still  l^  unquestionable.  It  is  a"ons^! 
quence  of  the  relative  geoirraphical  situation  of  theT^- 
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vinoen,   that   Uniwr  /.        , 

J;"wer  Canada  fTtJu-re:;^:,';  '"'""''^.  •'"P""*""'  on 

Lower  Canada,  that  the  Uo^^r  ?JA  •    "  ""'^  ""-""gh 

Tl.i.  be^g  .ituatedT^  Lit  cl'Tl""!""-"  "•  '«>th. 
Upper  Canada  can  ha v«;^r.h  S"'^*  ">«  'nhabitantg  of 
from,  their  country   IJoeDMn' '"*,'"«^'' '"'o "or^gU' 
putted  by  the  GovTrnmenfof  ?  '°  '*;;  "  '»  '"'Jf  »>«  P^ 
Majesty,  Petitioners  hu,"blv  r«T''  ^t"'"'*-     ^hi.  Vour 
Union  of  tho  ProvlnoM  i^r^  ^^7"*"*  '"  »  «»•"»  for  the 
which  cannot  be  crnterfo^H  "*'.,:''  "»  °P«'«tion,  and 
'nconvenienoes  anS TsMte™  IT^k"'  ?>"?  '>^^o»ol 
-till  be  don,,,  the  popula^on  of  tb»  »       i-  "'^'''  "  "V 
gradually  assimila'ted  and  "dent  fl!i*°.^°^'"'^  *«  "ot 
»  Union,  the  diflference"  bitwnin  .k'"  »'"'"• '"terest.  by 
now  in  operation  and  thr,  "ir  "  """"  '■■•""  "»«  causi 
g'verJHo.musthaveXXto  TnH   '•"  ^t'"''  "'"y  ^ 
of  each  a  separate  and  dis^^ct  ,r   f  "'"'"^u"'*'  '"habitants 
t.le  feelings  towards  eadh'th''"''^'  ^      "'"  "'™'  *'°«- 
«|on  to  urge  them  inrmeL^'JX"."*  T'^  "  «'  "=«»- 
the  progress  of  thines  tow!rH    »?■  """*'  violence.     In 
habitants   of    Upw."   c^n^w        *'"«  "onclusion,  the  in° 
mduced  toformrn'neSons  wir^hl  "?P«^'^«P«''ly  Z 
hours    and    being    unnaturlir   ^-  •    '  American  neigh- 
Canada,    would   seek  T.   ?  ^    disjoined    from    Lower 
"ising  by  a  .nL7:Lll  im^rl  '^^^--^,^^11 
states,  leading  inovitabfy  to  a  S"  ^^u  '^  "djoining 
T^ie  actual  tendency  of^tWn^st^^?  "''*''  ""»»  """"try 
Provinces  continue  Lderiat^  V'"  T"'*'  ''''"''  the 
he  observed,  is  likelv  to  hL  ^'^  t  ^  Legislatures,  it  is  to 
cial  means  of  comZntaUon  bv  P'°T''i'  •'^  "">  -^ifi" 
latey  formed  at  immense  exnL  '"•*'"•  u"'''"''  '•""e  been 
York,  affording  to  UnT^  S.'^P*"**  'n  the  State  of  Nev 
port  of  Q"ebec*shouVlC'^:3:£f;  ^  '^^  °""«'  »'  thl 
an  easy  communication  toT^n     """"n^^nient  to  her. 
dispositon  to  avail  herJelf  o?  t W ""  "^^P^rt"  ;  and  hei^ 
obviously  be  increased ^hile  th^T  """""S!^'""''"  ^i" 
Som;Ttf''^''''^^'°^^e"oh.''°""  ^°^'"-  -"■ 

eount-n^'tt  •'STrnltZ' V°'".J''«  '"^'^-  of 

■°"f™  hog  leave  to  represent  Ta™?"'  ^"^^'^y'^  ^eti- 

'^'^.ted  m  the  <^^P^^' r^^^olTre^-^'^^^y  ^ 
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•nother  Provinoe   ,,•  ,'    .V  1  •—''"'  thin  ia  m 

tore.  bey"d  thr;,^  ■     -  ,^/^  ''"  '  "1""?'"  ^«'''*- 
Theoonwquenc.-  I,,     :,^n     „-•  '    "  Z"",        .■ 


levied  at  the  M.rt  < 
subject  to  ta  .■  inu  I 
vinoe,  withoui  .lor  c 
the  nature  of  thiii)<. 
portion  of  the  dutit^ 
in  Upper  Canada,  r-; 
between  the  Provinces' 


I  iiB»  been  virtually 
UKis,l^tu™  of  another  Pro- 
",'■>-"  "■'  'unHt-nt.  It  ig  in 
31 W  <"  determine  what  pro- 
".•»i....i  .  aght  to  be  allowed 
i*ini.'  „id  to  Btrict  Justice 
And  It  lia.s  been  urged  that  the 


claims  of  n;tur;  ■  usTioe. Tthe  Zt  orVT**  '^"^  '■}" 

than  as  a  temporary  exnedinnf    »,.„u       T  £    ;        .=^"' 
concileable  witE  the^juet  right" Vthel ow^  V"""''  "" 

greater  than,  if  regard  wereTaSfo  W  ^St^o^st ;! 
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«^encetheextre^e"nctrve°e„ce,rd   ^^  T."  °^«'  '« 
be  occasioned  by  the  rMtw^*;        ■     °  '"Jury  that  would 

of  the  Legislatifre  of  WercLirr'*"^  °"  *''<'  P°-«r 
measure,  nor  the  inadequacy  o^Trbfw"?  »  Permanent 
M  proposed,  the  important  Tn'~.*°  ^°  regulate, 
the  most  perfect  suSfon   yom  mIL^^^d"--    ^■*'' 
beg  leave  to  express  their  te'lieftLfn'^l^  '  Petitioners 
vmoes  would  be  satisfied  for  Xlentr  ft-  °^  "'^  ^°- 
"rangement  referred  to  ;  widX  Th«  J  '"°''  "^"^  *^'« 
improvement  of  both  wouW  be  mLt  •  ?''7»°9ement  and 
by  the  incapacity  unle^whid.  t t  1"^"'',°"''^ '^t-^ded 
would  labou?  to  provide  bv  if.     ^  legislature  of  each 
adequate  to  its  wantr  ''  ^  *'  °*°  autEority,  a  revenue 

seS  iZo^^tz;  ,Lf ttrh  r  V'"'"^  -p- 

referred  to  must  create  rf  !!lf  if."  ^^Bulations  above 
adequate  for  tL ^u'o  ^  ttend'n"' T"^  ^  '°™''  «- 
observe  in   this   inadequacv  Jh^'*^^'  ^^"^  ""^"^  •>"' 
adopting  the  remedy  of  a  L.ln  ^^""'M^J'   ^ason  for 
teujed  to  be  palliated  bv  tb^°°J'y  T'*'"''  *^»e  evil  in- 
only,  by  the  reZvTof  it/^oauseb^^l"'**'""?  '^°"W  °°' 
but  a  multitude  of  other  e^t.?!,'  r    ''^""i^bed  for  ever, 
In  adverting  to  the  fS^^nn»  °^^'' ^"^  P™^«°'ed 
the  division  of  the  late  P^      consequences  arising  from 
Petitioner,  cannot  om^°!'"««pf  ^"ebec,  Your  Majesty^ 
effect  that  meaCe  h^  hid  I    ^^  "'°'^  particUarly  the 
the  British  PoSonln  w:/c'L^!S«'"«  't^'^T^  o? 
ment  of  its  resources     Th^n™„     i***'  ^^  ^^^  develop- 
Population  in  the  UgislaKL   '''™?""  °'  "•«  ^enc'h 
the  settlement  of  ffih  ISi^ltsXr.'^  °^'"^^^  *° 
surmounted ;  so  that  the  v^fll^    that  have  not  been 
tion  to  have  been  exacted  ftom?.f^  °'  ^""^'^  Popula- 
a  general  degree,  prev^ed     Thl  i^'  "'"''"  ^"^  ^^-  i" 
particular  may  be^alX  aporltt^^"^  '"'•"'J"^^  '"  '^s 
that,  since  the  late  AmerfcarWar  ''^'"  '^'"  °'''^''^«d 
thousand  souis  (that  isTnumfi:     '  T^"^  of  eighty 
the  actual  Frenih  popufatlo^^^  ^'^,     *^  one-fourtl  of 
this  Province,  from  Great  Rrf"  ^T"^  *'>«''•  ""ay  to 
these  scarcely  one  twent?ethn»T"  '^'^  ^^'"""l-  ""d  of 
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retarded  and  obstructed  •^?t?8To^h!f*^  ""-""^y  l^,?" 
Kence  and  persererinK  ind^tU  '?  '>f' "'"•P"^^,  mteUi- 

of  French  nrindnles   V.n.r  T*'^'  *"!""'  P^-edominance 
represent,  SS  'a  uZn  ^rtt',?''""''"'"  ''"■"'^'y 

the  prUd  v^:r:^  t^^v^t  i"d~f  c^ 

l/nion  of  the  Provinces      Rvtl,-      ^  '■•''P<'«ted  from  a 
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^,fH"J''*'!i'^"°*"'."''J^^*'  ^y  '''«•'■  national  peculiarities 

P« 'svS  T^^'^  ''"  ^"''^"'  dispoBitiJ^und^rthe 
present  system  to  become  a  separate  people,  would  be 
gradually  assmulated  to  the  Bn^ish  Population  of  both 
ftovmces.  and  with  it  moulded  into  one  ^opTof  BritUh 
pharacter.  and  with  British  feelings.     All  opposition  o 

SbeTorrvr  "f.'^'ffTT  *'^*-«^"  theVoviL^s 
r««  w      /       T  extinguished  :  an  efficient  Legislature 

tZe  of  thrM^\'^«P*''^  '"*'''•*«*«  °f  '^'  CoCl^th 
securitv  and^^l  '■■■  ^fr*"^'-  """^  P™"ding  for  the 
prosMritvof  ?hJ  T  ^^^  ag^'cultural  and  commercial 
of  Xvi/.f  the  country,  would  be  estaWished  by  means 
of  which  the  mtemational  improvement  of  both  Pto- 
^u"nt"°b^ilfiT't?'^  I"  rapidly  promoted,  withX  ^n- 
therrstrenJ^f  I'ereto  ansmg  from  Great  Britain,  but 
tneir  strength  and  capacity  to  resist  foreign  oppression  be 

confiZ  rf  !  I'arent  State  would  be  strengthened  and 
oTfhTti^r,  *  ''"""/  dependence  of  the  Canadas 
both  *"'"'"*^'  '°  ""^  ■""*"»'  advantage  of 

beMfit''will"hp?"r ''i^K  ^^V^'^  important  and  lastmg 
benehts  will  be  realized  by  a  Union  of  the  Provinces  Your 

T^!r- I  ?       "'  Of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  under  one 
Legislature,  may  be  passed,  with  such  provisions  for  ren 
mav"!n^  '""'"'^'I'^Seotna.l,  as  in  Your  Majesty's  wTsdom 
may  appear  expedient.  •' 

And  Vour  Majesty's  Petitioners, 

As  in  duty  bound, 

Montreal,  December,  1821  ^'^'  7lZl'&o. 

The  proposals  for  federation  came  before  their  time 
but  had  the  merit  of  familiarizing  the  minds  of  leading 
men,  both  in  Canada  and  in  England,  with  the  idea  of 
Umon.  Nor  are  there  wantL.g  noble  passages  in  these 
letters,  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  reading  the 
attacks  made  later  on  "  The  Family  Compact."  Thus 
»vnting  to  the  Hon.  R.  W.  Horton,  Under-becretary  of 
btate,  John  Beverley  Robin.,on,  replying  to  the  argument 
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that  a  federated  British   North  America  might  desiie 
independence,  says  :» 

.n;^''°*'P«- *''*'. °''i*""°"  ^'^'ed  t"  be  one  of  weichf  in 
contemplating  the  possible  consequences  it  mav  hf  „,H 

to  vote,  or  to  vote  only  on  matters  immediately  affecth?^ 

S3^etii^asj:t---„:sr{SS 

inconvenient,    if    not    impossibfe  To   iS  t   °S    th^ 
numerous  colonies  of  Great  Bri  ain.     But    irhal   ^f 
would  not  be  found  impracticable  to  group  tCX^i^ 
possession.,  of  the  Empii*  mto  six  or  sfven'^^oS^ed:  ade 
coZt'r^   "  """'  »'*"»»'<>"«.  "Id  to  allow  to  each  oHhese 
confederac;io«  a  representati  ve  in  Pai'liament      This  aoS 
consohdation  of  the  British  Empire  wouW  at  le^t  h^  » 
grand  nuasure  of  national  policy^ and  by  allow  nTtnfh 
inhabitantf,  of  the  most  remote  regions  of  thjfv* 
opportmuty  of  making  known  their'want:  t t  r^Zests" 
and  their  dangers,  in  the  Great  Council  o   the  NatZ   ft' 
would  make  them  feel  themselves  as  parts  rather  th»n' 
dependencies  of  the  Empire  :  it  would'^nliU^at  thet"^ 
tion  of  colomal  dissensions,  and  would  make  ,JrfLf        j 
general  through  the  Empir.;,  that  WlSe  0?'*    it^^ 
tion  and  circumstance,  of  the  colonies  whfch     t  must  be" 
confessed,  is  at  present  incomplete  and  confined  to  f"w 

Legislature  and  erectrgXXfoTLtdom'^  ^"XT 

10-2 


148 


PROPOSALS  FOR  UNION 


gratifying  to  all  those  colonies  ;  that  it  would  add  to  their 
security,  confirm  their  attachment  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  make  wider  the  distinction  between  it  and  the 
republican  institutions  of  their  neighbours  ;  increase  their 
respectability,  give  them  a  greater  community  of  feeling 
and  mterest  among  themselves,  and  connect  them  more 
closely  with  the  Empire  ;  that  it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
danger  and  inconvenience  from  petty  factions  and  local 
discontents,  and  secure  the  public  counsels  of  all  the 
colonies  from  foreign  influence. 

And  lastly,  that  every  object  would  be  certainly  at- 
tained by  it  with  respect  to  Lower  Canada,  which  can  be 
hoped  for  from  the  other  and  more  partial  measure,  and 
without  endangering  the  interests  of  the  Upper  Province 
or  exciting  alarm  in  either. 


bv  Lord  Derby,  "  who  feared  the  niimo  would  wound  the  seiuibiUtiea 
of  the  Yankees."— J08KPH  Poiu  :  Sir  John  Macilonald,  i.  8I». 


LORD  DURHAM'S  REPORT 

The  discontent,  both  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  went 
on  increasing,  till  in  1837-1838  it  broke  out  into  a 
pitiful  little  rebellion,  which  had  at  least  the  merit  of 
calling  attention  to  the  demands  of  the  Reformers  in  a 
manner  impossible  to  disregard.  The  result  was  the  visit 
to  Canada  in  1838  of  Lord  Durham  as  Lord  High 
Commissioner,  and  the  publication  of  his  famous  Report. 
Below  are  given  some  of  his  chief  dispatches  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Lord  Glenelg.' 

CiaiLi  or  St.  Llwis,  Qouio 
My  Lord,  ""*""  ''  '^«- 

The  information  which  my  residence  here  has 
enabled  me  to  obtain  as  to  the  condition  of  the  two 
Lanadas  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  moke  me  doubt  whether 
if  I  had  been  fully  aware  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  any  considerations  would  have  induced 
me  to  undertake  so  very  difficult  a  task  as  is  involved  in 
my  mission.  I  do  not,  however,  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  1  consider  success  impossible.  On  the  contrary  I 
indulge  m  a  hope  that  if  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
are  now  so  apparent  to  me  are  appreciated  by  Her 
Majesty  s  Government,  so  as  to  lead  to  their  adoption  of 
measures  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  decided  to  meet 
the  emergency,  the  objects  of  my  mission  may  be  accom- 
plished. 

My  sole  purpose,  therefore,  in  adverting  to  circum- 
stances which  threaten  a  different  result  is  to  impress  upon 
'Quoted  from  I'ailiamenlarii  Beporlt  and  Pajiert.      1839.     Vol. 
H9 
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your  Lordship  my  own  conviction,  which  h<u  been  formed 
by  personal  experience,  that  even  the  bestTnfo^med Tr 
«onB  m  England  can  hardly  conceive  the  di  "orJeTor  d^,- 
orgamzation  which,  to  the  careful  inquirer  on  the  g^t 
^mamfest  m  all  things  pertaining  to  Government  in  tC' 

Such  words  scarcely  express  the  whole  truth  •  not 
Government  merely,  but  society  itself  seems  to  be  aim™t 
dissolved  ;  the  vessel  of  the  State  is  not  in  g^e^dan^r 

were,  and  probably  still  are,  held  by  Her  Maiestv's 
Mimsters  ;  but  smce  one  who  had  the  benefit  of  wZeve, 
information  they  possessed  is  nevertheless  comrUed  to 
acknowledge  that  the  truth,  as  it  noH'  ani^Zi^o  him 
differ,  so  much  from  his  prerious  conelpS^itwC 
can  he  infer  but  that  distance  has  pioe  uded  them  from 

ThlsTm'vZl'7"'*]^';"""'^'^^^  "f  t''^  whole  subject" 
Ihis  IS  my  belief,  and  it  Incomes,  therefore,  an  imperative 
duty  on  my  part  to  convey  to  your  Lordshit)  thT^vLp! 
impressions  which  I  have  derived  from  Sal  inqX 

oT^h^atxr"- '  ^"" ""'  ^"^"^  '^"^  ^^  p"^"™-- 

On  the  present  occasion,  liowever,  I  propose  to  confine 
niyself  to  a  particular  class  of  circumstancrrthat  is  to 
those  winch  relate  to  the  Lower  Province,  and  are  of  the 
most  unfavourable  character  ;  my  object  n  maWng  such 
a  selection  being  to  state  witl.oi't  reserve,  i™a  s^pJate 
despatch,  certain  facts  and  opinions,  as  to  wWcf  m 
sZlTl^'"  •"«•/'  'r""*  i"'"'P«di«'nt  that  any  pubHcity 

The  first  point  to  which  I  wrnld  draw  vour  attention 
.being  one  with  which  all  oth^s  are  more  or  Wor^ecteS' 
IS  the  existence  of  a  most  bitter  animosityX,tw^n  The 
Canadians  and  the  Rntish,  not  as  two  partir^hoMin^ 
different  opinior.s  and  ^-king  diffei^nt  object  Tnr^prct 
contest""""''  '"'  ■"  "'"'"■•'"'  '^'  -8''««'i '°  "n^onal 

This  hatred  of  races  is  not  publicly  avowed  on  either 
side  ;  on  the  contrary,  both  sides  profess  to  be  moved  bv 
any  other  feehngs  than  such  as  belong  to  differencS  of 
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oriKin  ;  but  the  fact  is,  I  think,  prored  hv  an  accumulation 
of   crcumstantial   evidence   more   condusire  ^an   anv 
direct  tes  jmony  would  be,  and  far  more  than  suLrenI 
to  rebut  all  mere  assertions  to  the  contrary      If  the  dXr 
ence  between  the  two  classes  were  one  of  party  or  pr^^^ 

tTons  ihil  * f;  "■''"'''"  f^"  '™**'  '^  *'•<'».  with  excep- 
tions which  tend  to  prove  the  rule,  all  the  British  are  on 

Zv"li';r'^  ""  ']•"  ^""'^di™^  ar^  on  the  other  What 
may  be  tho  ,mmed,nto  subject  of  dispute  seems  to  11  of 
no  ccnsequence  :  so  surely  as  there  is  a  dispute  on  anv 
subject  the  KToat  bulk  of  the  Canadians  and  tCreat  bu"k 
of  the  Rnt.s1,  appear  ranged  against  each  other  In  the 
next  ,>,.ce  the  mutual  dislike  of  the  two  classes  extends 
beyond  politics  into  social  life,  where,  with  some  triflhi^ 

thTsCroriSn"'  ?-"  "^'"™°""^  ''  """""^d  to  persons  o? 
the  same  ongin.  (,row,i-up  persons  of  a  different  oriein 
seldom  or  nevei   meet  in  pnvate  society  ;  and  even  t^e 

^en  r*  :r''^"  ,'^^y,  'i"''^™'-  divide  ^hemselviri^to 
French  and  English  like  their  parents.      In  the  schools 

vrnee    thi  T''  "'  ^'"T'i'  *'''''"''  ''»P'*"'  of  the  prt 
vince,  this  IS  commonly  the  caae.     The  station  in  life 
moreover,  of  an  mdlvHdual  of  either  race  seems  tThave  no 
nfluence  on  h«  real  disposition  towards  the  other  race 
high  and  low.  rich  and  poor,  on  both  sides-the  mercCt 

exWbit^h  "'  '""^r?  '°  ^-^I'^O'^  themselves,  yet 

batred    'st.r^  '^™^  '""'"«  "^  "''*'°"«'  jealousy  and 

rtfl^s  than  1  v"*  '^'7^"*  1^  '?''"'"i»y  e^noed  rather  by 
tntles  than  by  acts  of  intrinsic  importance.  There  has 
b«.„  no  solemn  or  formal  declaration  of  national  hosTili  v 

ut  not  u  day  nor  scarcely  an  hour  passes  without  some 
petty  insult,  some  provoking  language,  or  even  some 
serious  mutual  affront,  occurring*' between  persons  "f 
lintish  and  French  descent.  Lastly,  it  appeals  upon  a 
hrvft'ermXhl  *»>«  P""tr'^'>-",g«'e  l-et,^!;;  tho^e^  who 
nanv  t3  th  T'''?  'h'^^'^'  P«rtv  and  the  popular 
party,  that  the  subject  of  dissension  1ms  been    not  the 

n°or':;^r";?he  ''"''^"''i  "*Jf  *''^  *"■•'"  "f  '^e  rnstaution*^ 
nor  any  of  the  practical  abuses  which  have  affected  al 
classes  of  the  people,  but  simply  such  institutions  la^ 
and  customs  as  are  of  French  origin,  which  he  BnS 
st"Lled*;o'J"  "-«''T  ,«""  the  Canadians  hate 
struggled  to  preserve,  each  class  assuminR  f.ilse  designa- 
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tionR  and  fighting  under  false  coloura-thc  British  pro- 
femmg  exclumve  Royalty  to  the  Crown  of  fOngland  and 
the  Canadians  protending  to  the  character  of  reforme™ 
Nay,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  true  prinoipl™nd 
ultimate  objects  of  both  parties,  taken  apart  from  the 

t^m  nr°/  ""''•  ""  ^"^'k  '^'  ™«"^  "f^hat  Teh  of 
them  professes,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  British 
(always  exclud  ng  the  body  of  officials)  ilre  really  desi"ous  of 
nXr>T^°.  Govemmeni,  while  the  Canadians  would 
prefer  the  present  form  of  Government,  or  even  one  of  a 
ess  democratic  character.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  on  ?his 

rtheT™*'^'  ?''^"»  -"^t'""*"!  the  subject  he. o  only 
for  the  purpose^of  citing  another  fact  which  tends  to  prove 

sides      sTch'  °'  "  f  TT**'^  ""*'"""'  "«'"«'"™'  °"  bolh 
sides.     Such  a  contradiction  between  the  real  and  avowed 

sz^^'pr:?^"''"'"  ij^^y  '""^^ "°'  •^"^o  "'^^"^^  if  ISThe 

tTnn^h„H  n  f'"^"  "'  """  '"''l'  "  *f  "^"■•y  °tl>er  considera- 
tion had  not  given  way  to  the  sentiment  of  nationality. 

TJus  general  antipathy  of  the  Canadians  towards  the 
to"  ,av;T'  "'  '\^"'''^  t°«*'ds  the  Canadians,  ap^r^ 
to  have  been,  as  it  were,  provided  for  at  the  conquest  of 
the  province,  and  by  subsequent  measures  of  the^British 

Xr""?-"'-  "i^"""  ,?''"''^»  *'«''  ^"  isolated  Cm 
other  colonies,  and  so  well  peopled  as  to  leave  httle  room 
or  emigration  from  Britain,  it  might  have  been  right  S 
the  conquest  to  engage  for  the  preservation  of  French 
.nstitm.ons.  for  the  existence  of  a  "  Nation  Canadienn"!" 
but  considering  how  certain  it  was  that,  sooner  or  later 
the  British  race  would  predominate  in  the  country  that 
engagement  seems  to  have  been  most  unwise.  It  iVi'sured 
such  a  stnfc  as  ho.^  actually  taken  place  ;  for,  not  Jth 
standing  the  division  of  Canada  into  two  pro;ince8  for 
the  purpose  of  ^^olating  the  French,  the  BritisTZady 
predominate  in  French  Canada,  not  numerically  of  cou^e 
but  by  means  of  their  superior  energv  and  wealth  aTd 
their  natural  relationship  to  the  powers  of  Government 

t  was  long  before  the  Canadians  perceived  thaT  their 
nat  onality  was  m  the  course  of  being  over-ridden  bv  a 
British  nationality.  When  the  Constitutional  Act  be 
stowed  on  them  a  representative  system,  they  were  so 
ht  le  conversant  «  •  h  its  nature,  and  so  blind  to  the  prob" 
able  results  of  British  emigration,  that  thev  descril^S  the 
const  tut  lon  a.s  a  "machine  Anclai.se  pour  nous  taxer  " 
and  elected  to  the  House  of  As«.mblv  almost  a  majority 


y»«>^-^ir.#v«i  i,ir 
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the^ff  lIlI^'hH- ""'  '^'J'  ""^ »'™«''"«'  '■'  »"'"h  '"'""ion 
t»Z„  .^  discovered,  not  only  the  uses  of  a  represen- 
tative Hyntenj,  but  also  that  their  nationality  was  in 
veaTtirl'  ''*^''  ""  '}«'»!»''«""  i"  asserting  that  of  late 
^n^.  ™  '^  ^''^  "^■'^  *^*  representative  system  for  the 
1£!  PM^Pooe  of  maintaining  their  nationality  against  the 

LSThrs' ^T'""  °  *'"'  8"t»''  ™=«-  TKey  have 
found  the  British  pressing  upon  them  at  everj-  turn,  in 

n\n^:°V^ l^"f'- '"  ™'°'"*'"«'  '"  'he  reTail  tTade 
vhni.H  ?  ■  .  '"^""'"°"«  enterprize,  in  religion,  in  the 
rstntfiT'"'"*'?' "'"  "  government,  and  though  they  are 
a  stagnant  people,  easily  satisfied  and  disinclined  to  exer- 
tion they  have  naturally  resisted  an  invasion  which  was 
so  offensive  to  their  national  pride. 

nf  .n  .h""' u'""  ""'  "*''"  ^'''"^'  impeded  in  the  pursuit 
crvU  llw 'yt/-''"'  P^'y  ^V^'  ""^'^"t  and  barLrous 
opposition  of  the  Canadians  to  the  progress  of  British 
enterprize  have  naturally  sought  to  remove  those  impedi- 
ments, and  to  conquer,  without  much  regard  to  the  m^ns 
employed,  that  very  mischievous  opposition.  The  actual 
result  should  have  seemed  inevitable.  The  struggle 
between  the  two  races,  conducted  as  long  as  possiEle 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  became  too 
violent  to  be  kept  within  tho.se  bounds.  In  order  to  pre° 
serve  some  sort  of  government,  the  public  revenue  was 
disposed  of  agamst  t..e  will  of  the  Canadian  people  repre- 
sented by  their  Assembly.  The  consequent  rebellion, 
although  precipitated  by  the  British  from  an  instinctive 
sense  of  the  danger  of  allowing  the  Canadians  full  time 
for  preparation,  could  not,  perhaps,  have  been  avoided  • 
and  the  sentiment  of  national  hostilitv  has  been  aggra- 

infla^r„ti  "":™'"*-  ™  ''"t''  «id<--."l'V  that  exeefivc 
inflammation  of  the  passions  which  always  attends  upon 
bloodshed  for  such  a  cau.se,  and  still  more  by  this  unusual 
circumstance,  that  the  victorious  minority  suffered 
extreme_  fear  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  and  that  the 
now  subdued  majority  had  been  led  to  hope  everythine 
from  an  appeal  to  force.  j^'^'-Mg 

There  seems  to  me  only  one  modification  of  this  view 
constftnHnf  f  J*""  *"TP'"yment  by  the  Canadians  of 
constitutional  and  popular  means  for  their  national  pur- 
pose has  taught  some  of  them,  consisting  chiefly  of  the 
most  active  and  able,  higher  political  vie^vs  than  such  as 
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estimate  the  practical  abu«e»  of  Jovc^ment  w  "T^ff    f 

Canadian  people  are  a»  disaHected  as  ever   and  that  th. 

trusted  hi  hnfr^;--        ■  '"".P*"*'  Government  is  dis- 
fear   or  Zt^    ^"'^l""  '  ^^  ♦'">  t'»n«dians  because  thev 

Gleeful   ui^n""'^'  "^  •'•''*'?'■  ''y  '"«''"«  °f  *ar  or  of  a 
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ine  sacnHce  that  they  are  willing  to  make  for  the  xake  of 

t":r.Tmo.'t'H"  ""*!'  '"  "''•'•  'l""''"'"-  'hat.  in  my  oplnro^' 
they  a  most  deapair,  rome  what  may.  of  preserrtriK  thow 

of  w^  h"*?*^!''"''  """^  '"""■"«'  nationality,  in  defend 
of  wh.oh  they  have  RtruRgled  so  many  years 

"entiment  of  mere  venReance,  or  by  revenge  mixed  ^th 
despair,  lam  well  convinced  that  an  American  invMio^of 

Sat,-."fieH%':r'^>" »•''«'"/  '"•'••'Ptahle  to  most  o"  hem 
Satisfied  of  the  disaffected  temper  of  the  Canadian,  m 

information  as  to  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  United  States 
as  respects  these  colonies  and  the  mother  country 

.fovernm^nr"/?!;"'!,'"  """"""«  '""  ^^^^  the  present 
government  of  the  Union,  and  a  vast  majority  of  the 

fSS"  '^'"''- •  "^.''-i.ledly  adverse  to  a  rupturew^fh 
vourT^rdsh^nT"  "''^""ly  """T^yed  this  assurance  to 
™  Lr^r  •  Fu  '  "^^  ""'  '•''«"  "P°n  it  here  ;  but  there 
are  points  in  the  state  of  American  feeling  towards  thes^ 

mnZr;  "".^  ''"P^.'''""y  "«"  t'"'  f™"tier,  of  so  much 
moment  w  to  require  particular  notice. 

and  thlf  ^ni'''*''-;  !l*''""u«''  """'■  »*""""«  '"  the  States, 
and  the  more  so  if  they  have  vimted  this  country  ar^ 
aware  of  the  true  nature  of  the  late  rebellion  ifis^ 
common  opinion  in  America  that  the  contention    n  thi« 

tZ^n"'*.'"^  ^"  '""'"•*"  *''«  •'^'''^"tive  government  on 
the  one  h^nd,  supported  by  a  minority,  and  the  majority 
of  he  people,  without  distinction  of  race,  on  the  other- 
and  that  the  subject  of  disagreement  has  Cen  prSl 
grievances  and  general  principles  similar  to  th^  which 
formed  the  matter  of  dispute  between  Englandlnd  her 
old  colonies  in  America. 

.l.i"/''^''i!*"'f''"  .^helled  in  defence  of  those  old  English 
charters  of  local  self-government,  which  placed  local  taia- 
t^n  and  revenue  at  the  sole  disposition  if  i-opular  asw-m- 
bhes.  so  hey  think  that  the  Canadian  maj  ,ri  y  was^^ri- 
fied  m  withholding  supplies,  and  in  resisting  by  f^ci  the 

ThevVr  *•""■■ ''°"''*'*"*J°">  **>"  British  Pariiament 

They  jeheve.  in  a  word,  that  the  majority  in  Lower 

Canada  has  contendo.l  for  the  maintenance  "^.fpopuZ 

mtaoritv      Th"'  ''^'';»':«^.K<'^<"7,'n<'nt  is  the  ainforthe 

minority.     The   mistake  is  easily  accounted  for:   it  is 
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only  on  the  spot  that  one  leams  how  the  subject  of  strife 
in  Lower  Canada  has  been  a  question  of  iationalitr  ■ 
«Ztt't  "'k^u*''^  ^"^"^  profekions  and  designSs 
employed  by  both  parties,  combined  with  the  pSn  faet 
that  the  contest  has  been  between  a  majority  and  a 
S'T5;i'  T.-°  r''*'*"^  ">«  '"q'^'«'->  by  keeping  out 
Irr  .  i  ^^"^'"u*'°'J  "f  ■■*"«'■  «  the  whole  subject 
were  understood  by  Americans,  they  would  probably 

tCriS'^l'"''  "i*''  those  who  are  of  the  same  origin  as 
themselves,  who  resemble  them  in  numerous  particulars 
and  who  seek  objects  which,  if  this  country  were  S 

s1mn«r'J.™''r"'1i  ^  unhesitatingly  accTmplLhed,  as 
similM  objects  have  been  attained  in  the  Dutch'^colony  of 
New  York,  and  the  French  colony  of  Louisiana.  ^ 

i^iif  ^  '^  no  people  under  the  sun  to  whom  the  feudal 
mstitutions  and  most  defective  civil  laws  of  the  Canadians 
Tthf  Un;rH%l"!'''""^n'''  '^"  1°  ^^^  Anglo-Saxon  race 
case  TW  1,  ^*ri,  ^•"*  ^^7  ''^^^  misunderstood  the 
nf  Inf  ^-^""^  ^''"^"  "'?  *he  not  uncommon  mistake 
l.r=  ,  "«^  f  ^*?'  ^t''  «"d«-  Believing  that  the 
means  employed  by  the  Canadians,  in  the  Assembly,  were 
constitutional  and  popular,  and  seeing  that  the  British 
ti™  !nH  ^1,""."°"*^'  necessarily  clung  to  the  local  execu- 
thlJ^fH  f /f^P^"-'  authority  ;  above  all,  regardless  of 
o^esHon  f  '  ?'  'Vl  TJ  ^  **""«<*  ^th  resect  to  the 
?nTnZw°*'"'°^''*?''  ^y  "^"^  the  Canadians  happen 
to  constitute  a  majonty,  Americans  have  supposed  that 
the  objects  of  both  parties  in  the  colony  were  of  the  same 
nature  respectively,  as  the  means  on  which  each  party 
™,1,  ;,.  ^  ^"^^  °''*"'*  sentiment  of  national  pride  is, 

?b»™?w  T.'°°?V?f*'''^^"«  f^^ture  in  the  American 
character.  It  might  have  been  foreseen,  therefore,  that 
the  Americans,  proudly  recollecting  the  origin  and  pro- 
cess of  their  own  revolutionary  war  with  England, 
l^^l''"°Pv,**'i;'^  '"*''  *•'«  Canadians,  or  rather  with  the 
majonty,  who  happen  to  be  Canadians.  Whether  they 
may  ever  comprehend  the  false  position  assumed  by  both 
parties  m  this  colony,  I  will  not  venture  to  predict ;  but 
oLiiS  ?..  their  view  of  the  subject  shall  remain  un- 
th»T!fH^  i!-^r,^''  r^«heye,  continue  to  sympathize  with 
«rinnfl,  i,  ■"^i*''''  ?"■  °'  """tending  for  democratic 
principles  and  popular  objects,  and  to  iWsh  that  it  may 
prevail  over  the  other,  which  appears  in  the  light  of  an 
oppressive  minority.  6  "  "'  »" 
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Secondly :  Having  regard  to  the  national  pride  of 
America,  it  is  certain  that  the  temper  and  tone  of  the 
British  party  towards  that  country  tends  to  stir  up  angry 
passions  throughout  the  Union,  and  especially  near  the 
frontier,  where  articles  from  the  colonial  newspapers  are 
generally  reprinted.  Hitherto  the  national  pride  of 
America  has  not  been  deeply  wounded  by  these  means 
(and  I  do  all  in  my  power  to  mitigate  the  national  influ- 
ence of  such  affronts  to  it) ;  but  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  these  unceasing  attacks  have  not  been  without  effect, 
and  that  they  form  a  subject  of  growing  irritation. 

Thirdly  :  By  the  existence  of  a  state  of  things  out  of 
which  it  is  easy  to  see  that  war  might  spring,  the  American 
mind  becomes  more  and  more  familiar  with  the  idea  of 
war.  Differing  as  the  Americans  do,  from  all  other 
nations,  in  the  universal  diffusion  of  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  in  a  habit  which  belongs  to  all  ranks, 
of  calculation  as  to  the  future,  they  are  led,  by  the  poU- 
tical  state  of  these  provinces,  to  discuss  the  subject  of 
war  hypothetically,  if  I  may  use  the  expression  ;  they 
are  reminded  of  the  events  of  the  last  war,  and  one  of 
them  in  particular,  the  capture  of  Washington,  which 
inflicted  a  deep  wound  on  the  national  pride,  and  by  fre- 
quently conversing  on  such  exciting  topics,  they  gradually 
approach  that  state  of  feehng  under  which  the  govern- 
ment, necessarily  impelled  by  the  people,  would  find  it 
hard  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  England. 

Fourthly  :  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  distracted 
state  of  these  colonies  occasions  no  little  inconvenience 
to  the  frontier  states,  and  to  the  federal  government ; 
it  calls  for  iin  increase  of  the  army,  a  sort  of  military  array 
on  the  frontier,  and  the  exercise  of  new  powers  by  the 
executive,  which  are  opposed  to  the  habits,  if  not  the 
institutions,  of  the  American  people.  All  the  expense 
and  annoyance  are  attributed  to  the  British  Government. 
A  dispassionate  American  admits  that  his  government  is 
bound,  at  whatever  cost,  to  prevent  aggressions  on  the 
Canadian  frontier,  and  he  does  not  deny  that  the  obliga- 
tion has  been  inadequately  fulfilled ;'  but  when  reminded 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  laws  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
weakness  of  the  American  executive,  he  answers  that  the 

*  From  1B38  to  1840  a  series  of  raids  by  American  filibusters  was 
made  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  but  the  conduct  of  the  American 
Govorument  was  throughout  correct. 
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British  refugeea'^t^S     rS   :;.*ThL'?e3'^rtb°' 

cause  of  irritation  in  TmerLawiuZh'hr*'''  ^  ^'^"^ 
operate  with  increasing  force  P'°''»''ly  oontmue  to 

an  op^iSon  S  it  woufd  nnfT  °*  **'"'"  '"''  """^^^  b^ 
if  these  CO I'o"  iTji**  "°' ^f  T^  *?  q^^^tion.  that 
a  great  impulse  wnnM  h     ■  ^  .  '»  Amencan  enterprize, 

usually  faU^t^h^it^S^a^S^fari^rTh:'  *""'^'- 
do  not  expect  thatThlT^  of  Amencan  citizens.    They 

the  wa/foftlm  bV^  :^:'o1,S"rTh  ''°'^''  "^^ 
their  belief  that  in  «T^r^r'^  v!  •  *"^>  «^™  avow 

would  surely  prevail    bu^  fh   °^  'T^'  ""^y-  ^''^  Brit^li 

disposition  toS  Vhp^    ?^  ''?'"'°  "P°°  *''«  friendly 

and  upon  sw^Sov^rfh    F""-  °"'">™  °°  ^^^  "4 

lexas  by  a  body  of  American  citizens,  who, 
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without  the  least  aid  from  their  government,  have  adzed 
an  extensive  country,  defeated  armies,  got  possession  of 
the  soil,  and  established  themselves  as  a  nation,  with 
constitutional  government,  a  judicial  system  and  mur: 
cipal  mstitutions  as  complete  as  any  in  America  TheK 
IS  certainly  no  immediate  danger  of  such  an  attack  upon 
these  colonies  ;  and  I  have  mentioned  tlie  subject  only  for 
the  purpose  of  indicating  the  probable  character  of  the 
contest  that  would  take  place  litre,  if  all  the  causes  now 
in  operation  should  finally  produce  one.  It  was  in  con- 
sequence of  all  these  important  considerations  that,  durine 
my  late  residence  on  the  American  frontier,  I  courted  the 
most  unreserved  communication  with  all  respectable 
Americans  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  them  with  a 
more  sound  and  accurate  conception  of  the  real  state  of 
things  ;  with  a  more  just  appreciation  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  its  real  objects  ;  and  with  a  due  sense  of 
the  danger  which  would  arise  to  themselves,  if  their 
government  remained  a  passive  spectator  of  all  these  pro- 
ceedings, tending  as  they  did,  to  destroy  all  confidence  in 
hrao^"*'^^  strength,  and  all  reUance  on  the  national 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  ray  efforts  have  been  successful 
that  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in  public  feeUng  oii 
the  American  side,  and  that  my  exertions  to  restore  tran- 
quilUty  and  good  order  are  encouraged  and  supported  by 
the  most  influential  portions  of  the  press  and  of  society 
in  the  Umted  States.  •' 

Except  as  it  has  been  noticed  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing the  temper  of  the  Canadians,  and  one  of  the  causes  of 
mitation  in  the  United  States,  a  most  important  subject 
yet  calls  for  your  Lordship's  attention  ;  I  allude  to  certain 
feelings  and  views  of  the  British  section  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  province. 

Your  Lordship  is  already  informed  of  the  general  satis- 
faction expressed  by  the  British  partiy  at  my  havine 
™tflf  .fjf""«d  the  Government,  avoided  connecting 
myself  with  the  old  body  of  officials.  It  may  be  supposed 
that  the  body  m  question  did  not  participate  in  that 
sentiment.  I  very  soon  became  aware  therefore  of  the 
existence  of  some  difference  between  the  official  body  and 
the  British  m  general.  Subsequent  observation  has  con- 
vmced  me  that,  except  in  their  common  hostiUty  to  the 
Canadians,  there  is  no  sympathy  between  these  two  classes 
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neglected  and  abused  for  mlT  '  ^"'^'"■'"»»'  have  been 
Not  to  go  further  baclthrtlf/'"'''  P""*  '"  *^''  ''"'""v. 
differences  bet^veen  t  e  rnnln-  ^"""^""""ont  of  seriois 

since,  when  the  twol,ranche  "?  H,  f""?*"  '"'  '""'>■ 
neglected  their  proner  fnn^.i  .  *  '"g'^-'ature  have 
between  races  aTnetim^h  J""""""  ">«  """^^t 

like  beneficial  egiirfion  and  ni'^f''  "i"!°"*  ""ythinK 
resulting  from  tSs  perv-ersron  n?  l"  -7.°'  ""^  """y  "^'^ 
by  a  very  natural  miTtakThln    iTt^^^'l^  P""'''"  ^ave, 
corruption  in  the  KxeeutiVe     A*?  H    "'^'^  *°""8'«^*  ""^ 
be  confessed  that  the  Fv.nf.f  ^' ^^e  ^ame  time  it  must 
and  corrupt     1  need  not  re^i^.n'"^  *"?"  ''°">  neglectful 
flagrant  instancori,  whth  thX^°  ri  ^''^'^'^  °'  »'>''«« 
been  led  to  interfere  for  fh„       ^""P?"*'  Government  has 
abuses,  nor  is    hta  fit  occtioX  ^  °'  «''™'"i.«'™«ve 
ect  in  detail ;  but  I  am  hn^nH  /     ^j""';"^  ""  *'«''  ^"b- 
ment  of  this  province    inTn-   ''  fu'''  *i"''  ""^  fo^"'"- 
justice.  has  nonS^dTh^t^pec't'of^'tiT'""'™,"™  °' 
that,  according  to  all  mv  fnf     '^  .■        *^^  People,  and 
ample  ground  for  the  djv7r„s/T*"'"'-  ^'"""^  '»''«  ^een 
autLrity  is  regarded  "''  suspicion  with  which 

poJt^n':ftltVrittt''inthr  ?  "-.^i^Po-Won  of  t^at 

"independent"  Theima^LoblJ^'"  Tl  ^  '""^''^ 
explaiAcd,  ha*,  been  to  r^^^^  T  *',*'  ^  ^^"^  before 
ignorance  thtapathy  an"the  an'  "^^'''''.''^ -hich  the 
Canadians  opposed  to  the  „rlf^  ^"r  P«J"dices  of  the 
and  enterpri^eTto  subst?fut^  r^  °  P"^}?^  ^'^•^fy 
stitutions.lawskndZctt"   AfV      °^*'i°^  Canadian  in- 

the  British  settlers      It  were  tn?»     Pr'J''  *\^  '=*"^''  "^ 

^^i^S  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

grown  up  herrwi?h  feehnl      ^""""''jty  might  not  hive 


f .' 


FEELING  OF  BRITISH  PARTY  lei 

sary  result  of  the  original  falesten  Th        *i*  "'  ^  °^<'«'- 

reatipot  f,^,  tVw,       "''*^'  tney  are  also  wantinir  in  that 
SubreTptsio^orrh^^'Senfel  ^"^^^  'T™  "« 

^«Lk=e  S£— ^^^^^ 

themselves.  nTrthev  ft  T"°'"'''i'T'^^'''"''°««t 

ments,  such  ^s  that  rnnL"^"'"!?  ''^  deliberate  argu- 
Caiiad^ansUduced  bX  »^^.*''^r'^P«^''''°°  °f  **>« 
manent  eaf^  y  for  pejp  f  of  Bri  L  h''  "^  ^  ""  P^'" 
rendering  the^oolonyThtuify-^rhTaTd*  tK*  t^^ 
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Impen^  Govemment  should  not  provide  for  the  Beourity 
of  it«  British  subjects,  the  time  will  soon  be  past  for 
obedience  to  any  other  la\7  than  that  of  self-preserva- 
tion. 

That  such  views  are  currently  expressed  amongst  the 
bntish  party,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  I  am  the  more 
disposed  to  believe  them  sincerely  entertained,  because, 
ha.vm^  reference  to  a  future  contingency,  they  are  not 
inconsistent  with  those  loud  professions  of  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  England  by  which  the  British  minority 
has  hitherto  sought  to  enlist  the  Imperial  Government 
against  the  Canadian  majority.  At  present,  of  course, 
such  views  are  merely  speculative,  everything  being  held 
m  suspense  by  the  large  powers  awarded  to  me,  and  by  the 
hope  of  a  happy  settlement  of  affairs  upon  my  recom- 
mendation. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  \ary  unfavourable  re- 
presentations contained  in  this  despatch,  I  am  induced 
to  hope  with  confidence,  that  success  may  ultimately 
attend  the  measures  with  respect  to  this  country  which 
have  been  recently  adopted  by  the  Imperial  Government. 
My  principal  reason  for  this  assurance  is  drrwn  from  the 
good  effect  abeady  produced  hy  decided  and  vigorous 
action.     The  exercise  of  the  very  extensive  powers  placed 
in  my  hands  seems  to  have  operated  as  a  sort  of  charm 
like  oil  poured  upon  troubled  waters.    At  this  moment 
aU  IS  still.    A  stranger  would  hardly  believe  that  the 
country  had  been  recently  distracted  by  civil  war.     Ex- 
pectation for  the  future  is,  I  trust,  taking  the  place  of 
angry  passions  occasioned  by  the  past.    I  must,  however 
conclude  by  assuring  your  Lordship,  that  whatever  hopes 
1  entertain  of  the  future,  depend  altogether  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  Parliament 
mil  not  shrink  from  the  adoption  of  permanent  measures 
of  remedy  and  prevention,  proportioned  to  the  greatness 
ot  the  difficulties  with  which  I  have  yet  to  contend,  and 
will  sanction  such  measures  as  will  effectually  provide 
for  the  abstraction  of  aU  legislation  on  British  interests 
from  ohe  control  of  a  French  majority.     I  am  of  opinion 
that  this  great  object  can  be  legitimately  effected  without 
violence  to  Canadian  rights,  and  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  soundest  principles  of  constitutional  government. 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  I  shaU  be  enabled 
to  bring  these  measures  under  the  consideration  of  Her 
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mpiHTn^.P""""!"*"'  =  *"^  '"  ">«  meantime  [  recom- 
wWoh  r  hlv"  T°"^  '"t""""  "'"  '«>PO"»nt  points  to 
which  I  have  referred  m  the  present  communication 


CiSTii  or  St.  Lbww,  (iuiBic, 
18  October,  1888. 

Of  retSininXFif  °/*!'  "^^"^  announced  my  intention 
nf  ?.!,^  '^  England  at  an  early  period,  for  the  purpose 
whLh*rT*^iT  """■"  '"i""".  I  explained  the  grounds  on 

t*oi  f^lt  tlT.t,'^  "'"*  f""^'""  •'^*«'-  rnature  delibera 
tion.  I  felt  that  the  moral  power  of  ray  government  was 
so  comp.etely  destroyed,  and  the  difficulties  of  n"v  posT 
tion  so  great  y  augmented  by  the  proceedings  of  Her 

attempt  to  conduct  the  government  of  these  provinces  on 

^oo  ed^"*.'"''"  '^t'^'^'^  ^hioh  have  hftherto  be^n 
adopted  was  one  which  must  be  made  by  other  hands 
than  mine.'  I  grieve  to  find  that  I  did  not  by  any  means 
onT'^lThli'"'  F°bable  effect  which  would  U produced 
°n  EnriLd  C"h  °"  '•"'  r*'"^"'  ^y  '^«  occurrences 
tons  nfTv,  «  f^-^^" u"i'?  °'  ""^  "^^^  I  'la^'e  found  the 
tone  of  the  British  mhabitants  change  from  the  loudest 

SithThe"''^  1'°^""^  *"'^  attachment  to  the  connS 
^sLn  of  f°h^'h''°"""'y  *2  "  "*''"  ""tieipation  and  dis- 
cussion of  the  chances  and  consequences  of  separation. 

DnrhL*">,°/^*°,"  "'i"''  ^P"'»'  CooncU,  dated  Juno  28,1888  Lord 
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From  the  Kamo  raouthH  that  a  short  while  ago  oxprcHsc.l 
he  ,„„»t  paH«,„nate  n«,mtment  of  wrongn  HuppoH".rt 

along  taken  to  conoihato  the  good-will  of  a  kindred  iwoule 
wh.«e  «y„,,,atlm«  with  the  KngliHh  race  it  is  "XXZlo 
to  cultivate.     I  have  1h^„  startled  at  the     .,S  gCth 

sent  me^.r''  "i!.''"  "'  "''"  ""^  *''™  a«He,nbled  to  ore- 
tow«ri  ?J'  *''''.'^'!!''  '-^Pf^'^ve  of  the  kindest  fee  ing 

towards  myself,  and  the  strongest  condemnation  of  thf 
s'hrmk  i"  '  ''''^''","«'  pffioial  connexion  between  us,  I 
oSon  n7';„r;'  r"""'  i''""  ?  f""""'  •""•  delilH-rate  ex- 
nr  ™Jr  "^  '"'"''"«"•  '■""'"  '«»'■  '<""  »"  indiscreet  word 
denu  wll°h"  '"^  ^T'  "'  ""y  °'"'  "f  '^"^  unforeseen  acc^ 
infl,«nl  f  ."'"''■^  ''"'8"  ""P"'*'  a-^n'Wio"  beyond  the 
influence  of  human  control,  might  lead  to  a  general  ex- 
pression of  the  angry  feeUng  tSat  pervaded  the  exci  ad 
numbers  whom  1  beheld  before  me. 

amtnff''h'"'!;ij'  diffefent  feeling  exhibited  itself  at  first 
among  the  French  Canadians.  They  naturally  exulted  in 
whoTutThet't  "Pf'^'^'l '"  ^'^^A-en  gainld  by  ufo  e 
7nthni^t"^^^''^J°""''^  *«  "'•'''•  ^^P""'"'  advocates 
m  the  mother  country,  and  the  disaffected  rejoiced  at 
perceiving  that  the  arm  of  authority  w,«  weakened 

le'aTt  lemTt,"^  "^^  '^l' "^^  ^^'""  ^onie  whTch  mS 
retflv  V.T  f^'""'"'  °°  '"8''  authority,  that  I  did  not 
really  possess  the  powers  with  which  they  once  imagined 
me  to  be  mvested  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  the  dispos" 

tZ  wWoT  T^"%"™'  *"•*  Preparations  for  insurrec- 
tion, which  had  been  for  some  time  checked,  has  sprung 
dread  rr''  """"'y  =  «^<1  though  I  do  not  feel  mil 
the  Fren^h^  ^"°"T^^  °^  ""^  unsupported  attempts  which 
fnrl        ^  population  may  make  against  th/ military 

now  in  «)»'♦"  **"'  ''°"""'^'  ^  '"'""^'  ^""^-^  that  there"s 
now  m  existence  an  orgamzatiou  of  the  disaffected  in  this 
province  which  may  Tend  a  most  pernicious  aid  to  any 
attack  which  may  be  made  from  without  ^ 

1  have  akeady  forwarded  to  your  Lordship  an  address 
expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  delegates  from  the  lower 
£wr?l°^  British  North  America;  and  the  accounts 

Lvf  hL  """^  '^T"y  '""^  '^°^  t^"*  the  same  feelings 
have  been  generally  expressed  in  those  provinces  in  the 
calm  mamier  in  which  their  happy  immunity  from  Lotu^ 


'^.  J^.r^ 
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rivil  wnr  rnnWcn  (l,,.ir  inlmhitantH  Htill  to  oxprcM  thrir 

«n,; '".""■  '.Tv-^ "'  r™'  """•''"I'  '■"  fr™r»ni  vTv  ,^• 
ftiiiriim  til,,  puhlic  min.l,  «  moro  po«».ionftt«  and  cpnoia^ 
oolinK  ..f  r,.Rr..t  and  alarn,  Iioh' porvadH  all  K-h 
tJnaociiHtomcd  to  tho  Htatr  r.f  h;-\mk  K.noratr.l  I, y  Xal 
.nHnrrcctum,  I  have  lHK,n  ntruok  l.y  the  oxt.nt^.f  timt 
terror  w,th  which  all  partioH  and  i'l  cla«He„' «"V 'n  ho 
diHt nrhancw  of  my  policy,  th„  harhinger  of  a  ."intV-r 
H.m,lar  .n  .tH  pol  tical  ..hara-aor  to  tho  laHt.  Th"  h  dden 
nanim.ty  of  all  partion  in  that  moHt  .livid.'l  pr  vine" 
h.«.  boon  a«  alarminK  as  oxtraordinary  ;  for  whon  thS^^ 
m  powor,  and  thoHo  who  in  attempting   osnauh  it  frZ 

1=  iT'~  "  ,,  '*■'"''"■"  "f  t''"  roformora  socondod  tho 
resolutions  moved  by  the  heads  of  the  family  com  act  _ 
r  could  not  b„t  infer  that  an  unanimity  so  straZmu;; 
have  been  produced  by  the  indication  of  sure  and  awful 

Of  what  nature  that  danger  is,  the  enclosed  oom 
munications  from  Her  Majesty^  Ministe^  :rw:shin;rn 
will  inform  your  Lordsh  p.  I  urieve  to  «av  ihVtJiill 
n^ormation  which  I  hnve''receiv^,T:;:thlntis'e''?ew''davs'' 
from  all  quarters  confirms  the  alarming  intelligence  cT' 
veyed  therein  I  have  no  doubi  that  the  nunibers  means 
and  projec  s  of  the  conspirator,  are  greasy  exaggeroted 
but  I  bn  ve  little  doubt  also,  that  l '-r^  is  .■  -reat  ffason  to 
approhe,.d  that  there  has  been  s,..jdenh      ,rm,  '  thXh 

out  the  bordering  states,  among  a  pop,       ™  "^^■ 

such  enterprises,  a  widely  ramified  rm,. 

repeating  in  Canada  the  scenes  of  T..» 

British  dominions  with  a  horde  of  those  ' 

adventurers,  who  are  to  be  tempted  I 

sharing  in  the  plunder  of  private  and  ■ 

these  ample  and  fertile  provinces. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  your  Lord    .ip  and  your 

col  eagues  should  know  the  present  state  of    -.irnT  Ch 

Lt  r  T'^'i^iT  ""''  '"  *-'^^  neighbounn.  .^t.*'  and 
that  you  should  know  it  betimes.  I  take,  u.  fore  *he 
opportunity  which  is  afforded  me  by  the  p,  4,,  ment  1 
the  Soyal  W,':iam's  departure,  to  supply  you'u  ^h  i„  , 
hurried  manner,  with  the  information'  which  hi  f      4 


'ion  capable  of 
"I'racy,  bent  on 
invading  i  he 
"^   ind  daring 
omise  of 
-«  jporty  in 
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P".,  of  the  two  cTn^dl  0^  Ltj"  TT^'}  '"""  »" 
(eelinRH  with  which  mv  t^l'icv  h«^  "'  ""'  '»vour»ble 
Lord»hip  mu«t  no?  im^g^e  7hat  I  ^a".s'«"j''"'-.  ^°" 
ance  to  document.  «o  flatter,n„  f?!  '^  l?*^""  '">?»«- 
that  tJiese  are  cxnro«,inn«  ,.f  5  ""^""'f  '  '"f  I  feel 
fechng  than  an^tZt  rarl  mv'^i:^'  "^l''  I""'"  «'"°"» 
treatment.     The  exnrcS.  "f^^  mdinduni  oo„duct  or 

andof  condemn^tSoaCSi:!! Kef  T'  "-K""""", 
proceed  from  those  who  d1«am,'°*H™,"(.'"^ ''■■'''■''«'>''«. 
Pol'oy,  iu«t  «a  much  as  f rom  tC  wh„  h 'h"'  P*^  "'  ">y 
-upported  it.  The  men«Sr^  whTclTl  h.n''  1!™'  *'"'"'y 
a  view  to  the  disposal  of  th^ndiH^f  '""''  *''''Pted  with 
a  long  time  in  operation  and  hl»  P"r''T  *'»''  »««" 
been  canvassed.ihowev"  ;  much  a  cchL ''"*'^  ""'^  """1 
population  had  thought  H  St  ?„  f  '"  P°^'°"  "'  the 
aiscussion  had  run  its  coun,eTid  all  hnn"™  "'.""'.-'hat 
policy  which  thoy  judged  To  f^ifliih*^  acquiesced  in  a 
disturbance  of  thisUtTed  policy  bvthl^  f  °f 'l''-  ^he 
Oovemment  has  been  rented  anH  '!i°' '''« ''°'ne 
more  by  those  who  most  cordi,ll  ''"ndemned,  not 

ticular  course  adopted^^  me  S^Pp''^''  «'  the  par- 
wished  that  I  had  acted  ,WfhJ^^*'"'^"'''°°"«'"ally 
equally  condemn  the  precipulteC'  ""^^nty,-     ^otJ. 
obviously  been  undertaken  in  nf»  '".'^"erence,  which  has 
of  these  province     They  s^  wUh  T°"''"\°^  '^'  "*«" 
culties  wliich  my  poltv%^r.irJ  7''^  *••*'  the  diffi- 
again  placed  in  the  wav  of  th    <^^*''  '"  removing  are 
authorrty  from  whichTCex^tedT."""?'  =■  "«"  '^^ 
steadiness  is  powerless  toUoK  dlfi?"'  ''"?°"  ""^ 
to  maintain  tfe  couise  on  which  ?t  h^i^!"":?**'°"'  "»'' 
these  unhappy  provinces  r™    J    •     ^l'*"^^  ''  «nd  that 
gencies  whicfare  glSly  ait&H*\''  '1^^"^  o'^^'- 

not  beheld  without  angef^^d  ttS -J^ 


ANGER  AT  BRITrSH  VAClI.hATUm        iat 

CiiTii  OK  St.  Uwii,  QuMac 
My  Lobd  ^"  "''»»"■.  IHUS- 

which  he  purposes  to  maintain  the  tranquUlitv  an^' tZ 
possession  of  these  nrovinoea      T  h.™     ^       ^j  .  .    '"" 


f  ,-^ . 
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resolutely  to  proclaim^^d  av^rt  that^n"''^  "  "Sf'^  »'«' 
adoption  of  these  mt^TetTr^il^   ^"«*''-     T''^  e^ly 
of  necessity  entail  great  expense  oif17r?''"''"*'°"  »»'' 
wiU  too  clearly  demonstrnt?  L  *K^  Government.    It 
neighbouring  states~fflekn  *L,l'''  ^'J^T^""^  "«<*  *<> 
ternal  and  external  relaLnr-^nSite'^'H?"  °^  '*»  '"- 
produce  a  state  of  things  °n  WmI  t^" ""  *"  Probability 
tion  of  parties  will  be  S"aS  bv  f™  T'""*  «''^P««- 
tion  ;  but  these  are  evilf S  mu^{  tt  *"""?  °^  '"*'»- 
to  provide,  aa  far  as  is  in  ni?r\  r  ''°™®'  **  ^e  mean 

the  two  Canadas.     While  Zre^orV"  *''"  ^t^""""  o? 
the  necessity  of  thrnT  T  „!,5  ™' ^ ''*""°*  •>"' '^ment 
under  existing  circuTsiancr  of  XsT'  '^'  '"^°P«'"> 
Commander  of  the  Forc^  measures  by  the 

borne!^^'^;5,tKrergrn^:^Ct\f  '""^  ^'- 
has  been  a  confirmation  of  th«  S^^  •  /     J  ''^''^  received, 
>"  •  the  goveiiiment  of  these  nCr^*^  1  "^^  ~'«qnish: 
that  at  the  present  BeionKXsTor  .1*  'p  '•"*""'«'" 
to  occupy  itself  with  any  schemes  r.fV^^^°''«""°«n' 
manent  amelioration.    The  S  if  7*f  .«>^e  and  per- 
nor the  present  be  the  retentfon  .f  ^^    °^  "'  "^'^  '""'t 
the  winter.    As  this  mult  be  itt.  •     jl^  Province  during 
the  business  of  my  pS*  miss^on^-f -^  f"*'"^  •»^»'>« 
abeyance  ;  and  it Vbest  that  for  I'l",°'  1*  *"  ^^d,  in 
military  authority  of  this  wovinp^  .^^l.^'^"  "'^^  a"d 
hands.    A  civil  governor^here  w„?,m"'^  ^  '°  ^''^  ^'""e 
SIX  months,  havl  no  leritW„  K^'  "^"^"S  *•>«  n«t 
rendering  that  8ubo?S™d  to  fr'"-f!'  "*^«  *'"'*  of 
which  will  be  better  shewed  if  fh      T'''^^  authorities 
responsibility  be  allowtdTo  w     •tw?''*  direction  and 
the  Forces  ;  Ld  thiSso  SiJ  j^T^^cilb  "  ^^mmander  of 
ca*e.    My  only  sphere  of  utffitv  tn  ^^    ™^  ?  "^"^  °^  *!>« 
I  am  more  than  ever  conXcL    K    f^  '"i'°'^««  """st, 
ImperialParliament, where  iT?P«nf^  henceforth  in  the 
of  my  countrymen  the  tru;  l«*      '°T  °"  ^^^  knowledge 
thetruepoHcy  tobeXtedi;?h°^-*^f  Provinces,  and 
ment,  I  may-'contribute  towi^reT^ " •"''  «'""'  8°^«">- 
la«t  opport^unity  which  I  S^  ^"''«™g  available  the 
Great  Britain  of  maintaining  In     "/?''  ^^  afforded  to 
connexion  with  h" Tos  ™s"L  on"?^'x?"''.''°"°"''''''« 
Continent.  possessions  on  the  North  American 
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-thit!;  '^  &'  YlZeM^t'  ™^..^"*y  to  "turn 
?n  public  Is  wefi  as  Drivaf„  Ir  !i  ""'^  K'***  '^g^et, 
intention  of  visit  net  if.  n^?,  grounds,  abandoned  my 

that  my  oommunkftits  ^  h  Ih!' p"' ■  j"*^"-^  ^  '>°P«^ 
of  service.  I  now  int™H  T  if  ^''^^dent  might  be 
Majesty's  ship  }^S  %TV?'^^^''  P""  m  He? 
3d  of  November  "*'  "^"^"^   *"   England,  on  the 

JoS^Cofbrn;''^i,rrba°b.v'ha'^"r  ^'^  ^'^-'^  ^ir 
deavoured  to  point  o>.tt„^  t^  '°  contend,  I  en- 
(No.  84),  wWofl  prepared  atTf ^"""■f^'^P, '°  "^  ''^^P^t  "h 
myself  of  the  postponed  lit  "^  ^"T  """"O'  ^^^iling 
Time  and  delfberaS  havrnoTenlh,'"'/"*'^  ^'«''"» 
your  Lordship  with  morn  nrlt-.*"^'^  ">«  *»  supply 
on  which  I  tC  ouSZ  t^ll°T'^*?1,°»  *"«  P°'°t^ 
every  day  brings  is  of  the  «nm  ^  mtelligence  which 
firms  our-'belief  in  the  ex^st^n^  T^T  ""*""•  """1  «<">- 
out  informing  us  as  to  th?t^m»  .^  unknown  perils,  with- 

'  Vht'  1?  r  ^^-i-"  to'tr  ^ "-''  *•'«'  -»-* 

rapidirircrfa:fnVfSa^tv'^ir"J:?r^'l  ^^°-  *'"' 
separation  from  the  British  .mJ^-  ^^'"^  *''«  '''^a  of 
vassed  by  the  BriUsh^  ill  P'™-"  «^P>-«ssed  and  can- 
to disparage  thlrr  severed  trieZr^^^^^  ^  '^°  "°'  ■"«"" 
to  the  CrSwn  and  attTn-h^^  T^  f^"  P''°''ed  loyalty 
Their  prefer^ce  of  ma^!^^^  ,  •*"  '^''^  ^"t"''  ^mpira 
tjon  fo?  the  mother ~^^'at'r"*."*'°°''  '^'^'^  "»««- 
their  hope  of  maintaS^iw  T  'u  °"8  ^  «^«'-  =  but 
material^  weakened     ,^1-fi.-''^  *^°  suddenly  and 

naturall/,oorrh'g;ea7anrtv rtt%°' '"K*''"^ 
ment  under  which  it  is  pMsfbu  tW  ^"^  °^  Sovem- 
live,  and  to  the  connexions  whiVl,?^^  "^^  ^''°"  h^^^e  to 
necessity  of  forming  when  thitesofflf  "^^  ""^  ""'^«'-  ^^e 
ence  are  severed  The  rh,^  i^f  P''«'™t  depend- 
the  different  possibrresfcl^H'^l'''"  '^''''"^bleness  of 
them  ;  their  n^nds  become  f«™T  -^^S  ".^^a^'cd  among 
which  a  short  time  agoThey  refe  ^"^  f"  *'^°"«1"«. 
and  however  favourlble  fhlJ  •  •  "  "",™*  *"  entertain  ; 
may  be,  the  etJonTfeelin/ wWorS  "^  ^^'^  J"<^8'"«"t 
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Jhlt  Tf  "°/«=«'?t.g">«'th.     Do  not  imagine,  my  Lord 

or  a  better  policy,  which  were  hailed  in  the  appointment 

theTsh^^  tZ  r^^'^u  '°  ^^''^  ^l'^"  I  '»"ded  on 
ranid  Z^h  f/  ./^u'°8  •'""^  'P™"8  i"'"  «"dden  and 
SZT  !°!i  ^^^ '"'"''"  ^^0''  *•>«  public  mind  ^ 
disabused  as  to  the  extent  of  my  previously  exaeseratod 

fr'wvV^/  weightiest  authoritf  in  the  BrftSegkll 
toe.  which  depnved  me  of  moral  influence  bv  asseS 
without  contradiction,  that  I  "  possessed  only  tle^S 
legal  powers  of  a  common  Governor."  From  the  sam^ 
moment  and  from  the  same  cause  sprang  throtherfZ! 

Zse°s  me^fj^  ^^'  ^'^''°''  ■""-«  perfectly  .SerTnt 
Classes  menaces  even  greater  danger. 

ihe  same  cause  called  into  renewed  and  vieorous  action 
the  hopes  of  the  disaffected  in  both  proWnces  Of  Z 
&'  °L*>  disaffected  within  the  UpprS-ovince  we 
know  nothing.  In  this,  the  indications  of  corniraTv 
and  dangerous  designs  are  numerous  and  undenirbfe  A 
formidable  organization  bomid  together  by  secret  Lht 
tZpZoh  ''^i  r''°"''^^'^'y  exists.  TnXSsove 
The  obS  ^o?Thf  rtV,"*,'""*  °f  '^'  '^^«*"<'*  °f  Montreal 
if  m»^  I  l-  i  .u  "**''  ^°^  °°t  appear  to  be  specific  • 
It  merehr  binds  the  conspirators  to  bi  ready  to  oberwhat- 

When t  ^^"^V.""^  "•'  fyu'''"^  ^<=«i-«  from  thdJcMef  . 
ZmV  1  ^t^  ^7^  "  *e  ?*  "''"«'*  '°*°  action  does  not 
fflftl'  •*'"'  °°  **'^  w^°ie,  inclined  to  be  of  opinion 
protinc^""",;',""  '?^"*^"°  "f  immediate  outbreakT  tUs 
?hat  ft  i's  .f  ^'fl  V?  "^'  of  invasion  from  without ;  to 
aa^l^  butl^  fr''  '"t'^y  *?  =^^^«  '^  a  formidable 
tCh^;„„?*  ^  meantime  it  produces  all  the  alarm 
which  actual  insurrection  would  occasion  '    Terrified  hv 

sret?le^h'°''^''f'''^  "^^  -y^terious  organSn,^an^ 
m^sacTfb^  1  ""f  •  Tl^^'  °'"  warnings  of  murder  and 
massacre,  the  loyal  mhabitants  of  the  country  quit  their 
exposed  and  isofated  habitations,  and  either  atfostse^k 
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^ui}?fnh)f''B*■°»^J°^*^  """^  "«""«  tbeir  safety  by 
quitting  the  Bntish  dominions.     In  both  provinces  alike 

pe  tv"hr**'r'  ^T  ""^^  '"^*™"'y  °f  Person  and  pr^ 
&cef  h„v  H^'^K  '°  '"'  "'"""'"g  "*«"t :  ""d  both 
the  m™w  I  Ki""",'  '^J'V*°  *  K'^**  ^'^^^-  deprived  of 
the  most  valuable  class  of  their  inhabitants,  of  those  whose 

»d"wji',^o^f^  contribute  most  to  their'  improvement! 
and  who  most  demand  and  deserve  the  steady  protection 
of  a  parental  government.  ^  proiecuon 

th J  w^™?  ''*"™  ^^  P''^°  '^«  *°  f^e  «'o™t  spirit  amona 
t.nH^^r".»  population  of  the  United  Stat^,  and  ex? 
of  which Ir'  "T*"^'  'l"*t  f°"°idable  secret  combination, 
bvl  host  of?nnf '""^'''"i^"  amiounced  to  me,  not  only 
tiL.  ^f  f  K  ''™'=""'™t  and  consistent  private  communioa- 
hons,  but  by  the  most  solemn  warning  which  the  go^m- 
ment  of  the  United  States  could  give  govern 

I  do  not  believe  that  this  conspiracy  is  the  result  of  that 

Xrt  «-T°"''  ^"'  "."^''y  mis'directed  sympathy 
,>^  wJr-  ^^'^tf^fo/npted  our  republican  neighbours  to 
nterfere  m  behalf  of  a  people  wLm  they  e^roneouslv 
imagined  to  be  making  a  hearty  struggle  for  Ubertv      It 

tTe'"Go~™r"'i.''°'"  theLpect^?f  the  weak^^ess  ot 
the  Government  m  these  provinces,  which  has  latterly 

offe?srX*t,t°.*'''  ^'"■•'^'^"«  population,  a^d  wS 
otters  to  the  ambition  or  avance  of  the  bold  and  lawless 
Lnjf\°-  l^^  A-n^rican  wilderness  the  ample  TndS 
Unds  which  appear  to  invite  occupation  by  the  stronZt 
f oe  ^^^h  nro/nT "*  'tf  «<»>q"e«'  of  Texa^  from  a  nTer 
;?H  ^l^  Proportionably  greater  means  of  aggression  • 
and  J  they  know  that  they  will  have  to  contrad  ^?h 
something  more  than  a  Jfexican  army,  th°y  count  on 

n  J*"^',*^  i*''^  \**"^*!  °f  *beir  views  and  plans  I  infer 
not  merely  from  the  direct  information  wliich  I  S 
received,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  first  indications  If 

whTchZlTi' w"^'\°'''«"«'^  J»«t  at  the  period  Tn 
which  the  first  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords  convinced  the 
lU-intentioned  here,  that  they  need  not  apprehend  a 
vigorous  and  weU-supported  government  in  Canada 
Such  are  the  internal  and  external  prospects  of  a 

August,  I  thus  expressed  myse  f  :— "  The  exercise  nf  th« 
very  extensive  powers  placed  in  my  hinl^rio  hiv: 
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wK^*^  M  m""*  °'  '''"^™'  '"'''  °"  Poon'd  on  troubled 

trust    t^lL^Vu      ?       Expectation  for  the  future  is    T 
the  pJt  "   *      "  P'"""  °^  *"8^  P*«"°°«  occasioned  by 

erablisl*'''"^'  """"''  ^  '»''**  ^°  '"'■««°"y  I'^boured  to 

Hee  Majesty's  Ship  Ikcosstaxt 
My  LOBD  *>  "*  ^"^"nber,  1888. 
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.Mr.  M'Donnell  stated  himgelf  to  b«  perfectly  satisfied 
witli  my  declaration,  and  was  to  return  to  Kinraton  the 
same  evenmg. 

I  regret  to  state,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  that 
the  feehngs  expressed  by  Mr.  M'Donnell  are  aUo  very 
g^®™^y  entertained  by  the  British  population  in  Lower 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Durham. 

Lord  Durham's  Report  on  the  affairs  of  Briti.'sh 
North  America  was  published  early  in  February,  1839.i 
Much  of  it  was  naturally  displeasing  to  the  dominant 
party  in  the  colonies,  and  both  in  Upper  Canada  and 
in  Nova  Scotia  protests  were  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council.  In  the  former  a  select  committee  drew  up  a 
report  on  the  Report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
.the  Council,  and  in  which  their  point  of  view  is  expressed 
with  much  force. 


Repokt. 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Durham,  Her 
Majesty  s  late  Governor-in-Chiee  of  British  North 
Amenca, 

Respectfully  submit  the  followino  Report  : 

In  discussing  the  report  of  Her  Majesty's  late  High 
Commissioner  on  the  affairs  of  Upper  Canada,  your  Com- 
mittee ai.  Uy  aware,  that  their  observations  cannot  be 
understoi  y  your  Honourable  House,  as  conveying  any 
censure  on  iler  Majesty's  Commissioner  ;  who  commences 
by  iittorming  Her  Majesty,  that  his  information,  respect- 
ing the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  had  not  been  acquired  in 

■As  originaUy  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  the  Report  was  in  folio, 
with  four  extremely  valuable  volumes  of  appendices.  In  the  same 
yew  unofficial  octavo  reprints  appeared  in  London  and  in  Canada 
without  the  appendices,  but  containing  copies  of  his  lordshio's 
despatches  to  Lord  Glenelg  from  May  81  to  November  10, 1838.  In 
1002  the  Report  was  rcprmted  at  London  (Metauen  and  Co) 
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ample  teatimonv  ^    ffi«  i°Zl^  *'?^  ™P°rt  itself  bears 

account  for  its  UrC  any  KeS'^onh'  ■"  7"!"^ 
an  attempt  to  overthrow  bvfnSfiKU  '"^.  P^P'^  '" 

form  of  governX^'Jr^lrrl'tZ  ^^i"«»Jf .  the  exTsting 
graph  it  oiMULra  th.t  *k  ■  •  •  ,  '  P*"*  °'  this  para- 
ge ftovinJe'ls^iid  to' h*^!,''?^^'!?'!  P-^-^  ^'^  ^Wct 

that  a  large  m^^ofthlS'  'T"  f'^^^'P^'  i^inuat^ 
desirous  ofo^Xowin  J  tC  ^  °'  ^^P"  ^'»»<1''  ^«'° 
unknown  in  thia^^"^    ^  government,  a  fact  totally 

fut^^^tSltdu'Trinheretr^rilsltfH"'^ 

througl  the  ftovinci  «  tC^f  "ommonly  de8i|iated 
that,  "  there  ifrtrth  vet  Mt  H'/'f  '^T'^''  "  '^'^ 
among  the  persons  Thus  Sd  "  Whv  ?Si^n  ".r^'r 
Lordship  sive  his  iuwi«f«r,„<.  ;„  *i,  j-  ^  'hen  should  his 
such  erroneous  ider^Xt  ^.'''l '^''f'^nation  of  any 
pagate  1     B^lnr^XZ  }        *'*  ^^  ^^'^  "^^  to  pri^ 

legal  profession,  the  S^^"„'f'^,tH.^r'  W  °^  *^« 
waste  lands  of  the  C^   th«  ^^  the  wVe  of  the 

^mo:?T.rivi-f  r  ^^^^^^^^  th^^s 

in  authority  SgtoTt  fhe  &ratt%T'°°« 
family  compact  "  is  bfa^redtrtY^tfcS  plrt 

CoBarfo,  p.  247.)  '         B'adshaw,    SBj/.yo«ernmen«    in 
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^"iif;  a&ed.*''  "'''*""*  °'  '•"•  """  •""•  •-«     P- 

all'^^r^!?.''  S°T"*i?°*'  "*;*  endeavours  to  show,  that 
nf  f^        °i  •"'"f^t'on.  and  more  espcciaUy  memte™ 

United  t^r'^'^'r-  "JS*^'  "'"'"'^^'°  settle"  n  The 
umted  States  tlian  m  Canada,  a  Surgeon,  for  instance 
because  he  must  show  that  ho  is  dufy  qualified  before 
he  can  be  permitted  to  practise  within  this  Prortnce 
.^Attorney,  because  he  is  not  permitted  to  prS 

inf  T  ""A  ^^"'^te'-:  and  a  Balrrister,  becau^he  it 
not  allowed  to  act  as  an  Attorney 

latiZ'thTr'-'^.  ^^  ?'  °P'"'°"'  "^»'  '"  a"  these  regu- 
„„^S  tj'e.  legislature  has  shown  a  proper  and  praise- 
worthy desire  to  prevent  ignorant  pretenders  toVeS 
and  egal  knowledge,  disturbing  the  animal  econ^mv  or 
social  condition  of  Her  Majesty's  subjeets  lhen^^„es 
his  Lordship's  hst  of  British  grievances  wWch  is^?^^ 
pether  remarkable  ;  he  complains  of  the  ianWng  ystem 
m  which  he  says  the  Canadian  party  are  suoreme  T^ 

fn  EnlnJ?  ,,"';  •'l',*^''"'  ""^^  by  persons  residing 
ihe  B«^nt«  "'■  *"<?  fwther  asserts,  that  the  influence  of 
ntnf?  .."1 J?"'  *?  '«'  employed  directly  as  an  instn?- 
X^ZnF^^'^r^^  P°''"<''^  supremacv  of  th^p^^"" 
(Canadian)- Your  Committee  happen  to  have  the  means 
^  Jf 'Tf  y  h°^^8,  that  the  chartered  li^L  have 
PLT  ^^^^  "^"'^"^  P°"*'"'''  """"ection  wfth  all 
Your  Committee  find  introduced  as  one  of  the  criev 
ances  "that  under  the  system  of  selling  land  pSd 
«Lnt%«°v'"r5''  "".individual  does\ot  re^c^e  a 
patent  for  his  land,  until  he  has  paid  the  whole  of  hit 

then  wanders  into  mntZd  /v^et  a  tvS'r Sn 
of  the  pecuhar  advantages  to  be  derived  by  EnXh  folk 
who  may  become  domiciled  in  the  repubi  Ttdeed 
^r^^on  t^L  "Iff  l"''''''^^  his  /pinions  ^thl^e 
assertion  tHat,  but  few  oases  in  which  the  denarturo 
of  an  Enghshman  from  Upper  Canada  to  the  sS  c^ 
be  tracetT  directly  to  any  of  these  ciroumstanci  ki  o^ 
ticular,"  aUuding  to  the  British  grievances  befor^r^e": 
tioned,  your  Committee  would  hive  supposed  that  the 
■  Consult  thereon  Shortt,  Eurli/  Butory  of  Canadian  Banking. 
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peculiar  functions  of  Her  Maiestv'H  Hi„h  n  ■  • 
were  not  tliose  detailed  in  h^^  L  J  ^^  ^°'"'?'"'°"«'- 
eopecially,  as  these  Chert"  unheard  oT^?'  ""•  '"°«' 
quoted  as  the  cause  of  the  d«rr»  ^  "  gf'evanoeg  are 
t\e  Parent  State  ;«^dthrXhoutT,  ''"'".'«'»'*• "  '~™ 
are  constantly  drawn  u^ourVbte  T''"!?"/''?™""'' 
possessions  in  North  America  Majesty's 

It  unnecessary  to  enter  mor„fnri.^P.'  ''^P"'^.  deem 
oonfiictinp  charwter  o^  which  ^  '"'"  "'  r*""'  ">« 
Lordship"',  other  prodrotioniiL  "  J'P'npa'-ed  with  his 

the  report  of  the  &HtronV»"^r^'^J^^^  '"^h  •" 
appointed  by  the  i^Ju™  of  ilL^  m***  °f  *••«  Province, 
ever,  that  L  CdsWp  sumt^n""^',^  \f  ^'■^'"«'  how^ 
grievances,  in  the  great  nra^?n„?  the  Upper  Canadian 
Reserves.  Your  Honourah?„  H  ^T"""  "^  *•>«  Clergy 
this  question  under  Tscu^i^n.1.  ^'"'■  "'' "'"'""y.  had 
refrain  from  any  comnTnt^frr'   "l"'  7°"''  Committee 

ments  .regardi"n7it,TuTyorfommittt'''''''P'^  ''"'- 
observing,  that  however  ,.nfn f^^^J*. "*"■""  avoid 
remarks  are  evidentToalcS  tr*\  ^%  ^""^^hip's 
Established  Church  It  Cumd   wh^^.V"'^"'"  °"  '^e 
respectable  body  throughourth^  o  .    '  '"'f  ^T^  ""^e' 
Btantly  assailed  LSeDal?vm,^„''°'°yi,h"«  *"«"  con- 
Adverting,  no/  to  Er^?^nT;"*!"*'^^'°™«"- 
all  political  diS™    '•  Resn™„^f  ^8"'''''  P'^'^«a  fo^ 
Committee  beg  to  oh^rye^hT^uL^T'^T''^"  y°" 
man,  "incerely  admirbethe  ar„.?  ^''^'  P'"''^^''  Wish- 
Constitution,  wo^d^ft'^^X./?"-'''''^  "i^^"  B"«»t 
them,  theoreticaUy  and  pradticJlv^'™".?  °^  ^^t^nding 
under  the  dominion  of  the  fvl^t,^*  *2  *"  P*°P'«  living 
would  be  apt  to  a^crib^  an^T. '  '"•.'^  ?'  **"«  ^^  ^e«'. 
exist  in  any  portion  of  thTCn-  ^^'^'^  T"^  '"""d  *» 
those  politioafins  ftut^ons  wh^^*^™'*?  **>«  *'''<'»««  of 
mtheadministSonubS»'^  "  ^?""<^  *°  "P^old 
and  supreme  government  '  ""  *^^  'metropolitan 

at  toVSght!  b/mnvTt^f  '^""T^"'  '"^^  ''doption, 
the  officers  aXu^ZiSf  ,7"' °f  '^^  P""«ip'er  that 
under  the  same  popZ "ontiol  gf??™""'  '''°?'<1  ''« 
persons  necessarily  are  in  ?hn=^  co  omes,  as  the  like 
of  supreme  le&on!  V^Js°TT  ^^'^  1°^^" 
trat.on,  are  found  to  eZrC  ^' ^^^Z  plS 
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politioH    in    KiiBlanH     nr,    «...    '■"""'^rvativr    or    liberal 

oiple  of  Te^vTmmZJ^^^''^  '"  ""''•''luco  the  prin- 
tKe  oolonrZylm  ^       government  to  the  people/into 

th.^fubi:ot,''yot'S™l^''rT?^  consideration  of 
that  the  adoption  of  Th"  n^n  nt„"^  **;  i^"  ^.ondusion. 
Durham,  in  wWoh  tluH  i«  t^  P™P°««''  '•y  'he  Earl  of 
lead  to  the  overthrow  n?  fh  promment  feature,  must 
England        "'"^'^''row  of  the  great  colonial  empire  of 

a±is°tS  Zr^  i^^ott'^ff  ^'"h  "'"^  **•« 
choice  of  persons  bv  whr,™  ,V         B"tain,  and  over  the 

sponsib    ty  of  the  KtPn„tiZt  """r'"'  "•    Simple  re- 

ture  assumed  its  present  powere  and  in  f  *  f  J**"' *: 
and  punishment  of  mi^sto™  nr"  in  11  '*"'•  i*"*  '"*' 
actual   responsibiUtvT^   "'..l        °""'/  "'°'"''''  'heir 

£n.essities  Ttt^^^^^  Sr-to^-  ^ 

tHot  x:Xottf  ^itrttxf"/'  ■*'  '"°°"«^* 

less  and  burdensome  tLf,!'  -t^'  co'onies  are  use- 
ment  to  thTpZle  finds  J  wS^''^''^'^  °^  '^^  8"^""- 
Durham  holds  a  ?ontrar^  o^iZ^^  V"PP'L'"'™-  ^'<^ 
popular  govemmenf.  ^    P™°"'  ""''  y**  ^^  'advocates 

menL'^mp:.?t^rLTSSl1o1"h^^^^^  *'"  °^  ™- 
her  greatness  and  prosp^rUy  few  V  h  ?"""'"'"•'«  °' 
pared  to  deny.  In  supCt  of  t^'.™  •''?''^''^'  "«  P"^" 
mittee  will,  however  Se  alt  -."P""""'  ^""^  Com- 
owever,  quote  a  favourite  expression  of  the 
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value--' England  ifrieL^l^-rA'*'^''''"  "'  'h"'' 
mu.t  .ink  info  aJ^tlZ  Jower°"  •" """""'""'  •'°''"^~- 

eoloret?„>  Ltt'STherr,'  ""'•  «°^«"-  "' » 
general  direction  o"th«  mini  ?^''  function.,  under  the 
"trictly  »cc„un?able  fo^h.??o„d"ct°UH%''TK"'  '«'  '" 
make,  of  the  royal  authority  h^,'  ^  '"'.""  "»•  •>« 
per.on.  in  the  colony  or^^^:;;nf.  T^"''"',"*'  '"'  '  "« 
miiii.ter  :  and  he  enJeavou^'^r  ^^"^  ?*'*'"«''  *>y  th« 
according  to  the  poUcy  oMhe  imll"'','  •"?  ,8'"'«™"'e'>t 
view  to  the  present  prMMritv.n^.'  ''*'""*'•  "■'*•>  • 
country  in  which  Eni^a^iT  ^  J^°  '"'"™  gf^ntneM  of  a 
all  thSg.,  ^  h  ttttent^™''o?':£.'"'*''^'  ' '«''  '"'°^' 
opposition  the  unity  ome'e^mpl"""'""*'  '«"'»'  »" 

tn'^rj^eoXntl're^drS^f'""^^^^ 
temperate  cUsoussion  alHmarinZ'J!,"'*  '*"«'iP»t'ng.  by 
According  tn  ,1,"'    ""*8'nary  grievances. 

Durham  t¥eadv^^'r«'^'trT'?'°r'*''  ^  ">«  Earl  of 
not  be  officers  who  to  li^w^*""*".""'  Governor  would 
home  govZm'eS'  enSrvorTo'lV^^  ^f^Y  of  the 
Governor  in  conciUatilur  fT,^     i   .•""   ^^^   lieutenant 

but  they  must  rtteri"f'tt^^^  •'•'  ^°''^'' ' 
or  party  in  the  Assembly-^L^ 'i'^uP'T'''"*  '"""°'' 
getter  with  the  view  to  ThB^U.  *r  °?  Governor  alto- 
moment,    regard]^   of   !h       ^*?  °'  "'^  House  for  the 

parliament, TtW  of  the  LZT'^k"'  "•«  ^"P"'"'' 
(though  nominaUrsubor^nSfw?^  cabinet-and  having 

their  laeasures  up^on^tKovl^or'^  '°""  "'  '°™''e  "'^ 

out'^sctTon  •"orrrSlit^  '"'rf f,'  ^  '«''  -*»- 
changes  may  ocom'  to'hTi^i  ^'  u'"'*  '°"°"'  whatever 
tions'^from  thrmTnister^f  Th°°^  ^^  """'-^  t»k«  »"  direc- 
municate  with  thrsunr^m!  '''°*"'  "°''  ^^^^-  com- 
term.  dictated  by  lS™ooSl™"^"^  '"^«'"'  '"  ^^e 
directions  he  must  submit  far  ™^!  ^^""T"'  *°  ^^ose 
Sovereign  to  the  ad^'cTof  tlheTi^  compfetely  than  the 
reign,  and  the  suprrme  cahin.f  '"^'i  ^^^  ■"«»'  Sove- 
forgotten,  in  the  aCt™«nn '  f"^  Ir*  "i''*  "'  ■"«» 
colony  :  and  thus  ther;Sb^;^a£7,  'wU\^ 
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?owt*'or4Vn,rre^l5j;  ^  """"«'-»  with  the 
colony  where  th«.,.nTr'  *^'"lf  mtroiluced  into  a 

fiction,  made  thrXoS'-lThe'^il^  ''Z  *  '"'I'""'" 
colony  iH  at  an  end ;  and  whil7lh„  ^'P«'"^«"''y  "'  the 
Po««)«WH  a  confidential  «,rJ^.  VI  ^"''o'eign  no  longer 
of  the  crown  wX?a^~"iWetT^"^'  '^"'  '^'^'"^'' 

irregular  «nl  u„  Wn°  oi^J^"' ^  »d  "dvioe,  u,. 
responsible    ndvisen    r^^^     /u  ^"  t'"'''  »"  "«»'.  »*• 
majority  in  the  ftovin^T^  r*^    ^^'"'-    f^rhapi.      . 
notlitJ^tandSnJ,^°ve^™  ''"'  'W  m*,, 

lution  of  the  ft-ovinoia7p7r?^t    Then  oomes  a  d,H^ 

cxpre»ionofpubliropinion  bvTbln"'':  '^''"'P"  "> 
the  Kovemment-and  proba'blv  tni^  ^fJority,  ag.,  ,n«t 
of  tKe  empire.  Who  then  S ' .  •  .!i  /"  '''^  '"•*'  '«» 
ment  muat^n  fact  ?etirl  from  the  or/ei'~?A.«f°^  ™- 
or  wrong,  or  oarrv  on  n..l.li„^i  •  """^'f^t.  whether  r.^,ht 
or  public  office^  °"  P"'*''"  "f"'"  '"''>°"t  any  m'    tr. 

of?^e\Sylt:tt":e«;:„l!^ttft^'  ""'  '"V*"' ™" 
in  the  colony  ;  and  so  far  Tf  hi  *     -^  prevaihng  party 

becomes  the  sovereC  o/^  fnH    "PJ'^  "  «°">-crned,  ho 

no  discretion  andXet:rr^:P:"„tl[-'--'>aving 

titlTaVenrSitlt  A?- --^-^  P^^^^ 
us  an  independence  not*  Jtt'^ot^^j *'':"' '°  f°'«' "pon 

colomes  to  the  few  miserable  ve^„ff^/  '".-J'""  **•« 
monarchy  to  democraov^hi„u^  .  .  'ransition  from 
Why  subject  the  coS  T^  theT'  '"^^"'Wy  Wlow  ? 
Is  it  to  footer  a  spirit  of ^nHvir,  ''"!«""<'m  of  party  ? 
disposed  to  dweU  iolfhr,^^^^  *"""*y  *'"°n«  »  People 
better  would  The  t^^^u^f.!",^""™^  "^d  Peace  ?^#a^ 
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loyalty  now  ^iitinR  among  any  of  thew  dshm  .ill 
prevent  their  ^king  «,otU  InfluenoT^n'X^^il" 
Lourmg  renublio    to  repl«»  the  one  needletX   with 

alliance  of  their  n.i.ient  i>ncmi™,  the  Anrflo-Am^ri,,.- 
population  of  the  n-iKhbouring  Stkt™,  to  X  th"m  thS 
mean,  of  overwhelming  the  Hriti«h  pipulS-fo"  the 
Wme  left  without  the  countenance  Vr^upport  of  the 
British  govemment-.o  wiU  the  loaing  party    in  eitW 

but*  h«t  u'""!;","""  ""|P'™«».  «nd  there  can  be  no  S 
the  Untd  Stl^  ""^''  """""'-  '-'"«'  -^y  y«-.  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland  had  once  independent  leiriili^ 
th;;v  =  ^JH""^"'-  ^^"l  ""''"  the  Brit^h  c'own  had 
oYhr^^'"''.''PP'°'"'?'"8  *°  Kovemmenu  ree^^We 
to  their  respective  poople-yet  the  government  if  Them 
became  impracticable,  the  moment  it  approwihed  to^ 

mnea  with  England  :  because  government  in  ihe  dif- 

tr.;''"*'  °'  "'  ^'"P'™'  """'t  be  conducted  whh  a 

t7calle°^°th"  '"''"r  """"S  P"*"'-  ''•'■"h  »  not  prac" 
ti^le  with  several  separate  and  independent  le^sU- 

funirofiht^ri^^^ 
^sxt^^^-  p—  ^  -  p"a<ra 

It  IS  perfectly  true  that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of 

tture*°fr?h'^  "  """""I*'  "truggle'^th  tt^L^' 
legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  uphoftSng  anv  olai.rnf 
persons  m  the  colonies,  as  the  servants  of  th^  6r"^°f 
but  It  IS  no  less  true,  that  the  honour  and  interestTof 

ion  a7d7w  rr'"'''"'^  '"^"'''•l  "^'^  '"O"'  adStrt 
tion,  and  that  If  Governors  of  colonies  are  to  be  left  u^ 

supported  by  the  Imperial  Government,  nnd  to  have  their 

aJviscrs  chosen  for  them  by  the  prevailing  Par^v    the 

usefulness  of  the  Go  vernors  must  L  at  aS^end -there 

must  either  be  continual  collision  between^hem  and  the 

other  public  servants  in  the  colonies,  or  the  Governor^ 

Cpin^ofth^^'^f  ^"'"rt"*^  '"'^  consciences  to  th" 

^'aKt^S^tSX.''         "''*"''  *''  ""'"'""  ^'"^ 
In  small  communities,  the  future  is  continually  saori- 
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n«^re'^>f''.T'?'.™".'"'"rT-.'""  "'«  ""^  toraporary 
oount^  ik„  mT  "•/;:  *'"u''  '".""'•"™  ""'politic  of  a 
billi««  hif  ■  r'*"-  ■  "''»"(?"<?  popuUtiAn.  with  no 
barricn   Iwtwwn   the   inception  of   public  wil    «nVl   it. 

neia  oy  any,  from  conHidnrationH  of  Droucrtv  nr  i<«r 
•on.  «tt«chment-the  ephmiu-ral  chara^ctSrof^t'he  toS» 
TntLZ'^r^"'"""  T'  '"'"^'"''  men  for  the  moZ^™ 
with  P^Wlc  favour  with  ainxmt  a  certainty  ofTnTn,! 
o™L  ™«"  »' '»'«  *»ve  which  lifted  them  into  view 
opera  e  again-t  the  growing  up  of  that  Hteady  influent 

f^/hfi„fl         'andl»rd»-freo    from    employeni-free 

rf  Sgh  Htatbnrttr'''  *"""''•  *•  '^•'"  "•  f^""  t'>»t 
M  mgn  Htation  m  the  few  ;  every  man  (  oes  aH  it  »t«m. 

beat  ,n  h.H  own  eyes.     The  conHequenceTH  ^hat^    a 

rhnL!;Tf"'H  '"  ''"°"'  '"^  ""?  cortirjanSe^'wha 
excentTn  »  f  l"-°.'""'«nt   parliamentary   men   are, 

trrtCk'afro,  rdTby".ur  a£"T'«'^ "' 

.!„„„»  »'",*«.  °f  ».'""?»  d<»«  not  arise  from  any  mod  fica- 
l^niP"'"'?' ■!"'"*"""""•  ''"'  f^m  the  in^vidual  in 
tet"TJ''  ""'  PoP-lation-oaused  by  he  I^e  w  th 
which  landed  property  is  acquired.  In  England  Mli^^cal 
leaders  thmk  for  the  people  :  in  America  tlfc^oXtWnk 
for  the  members  of  J  arliamcnt ;  and  as  the  So  ■»  nnf 
bound  to  consistency,  like  individuals  rf  nc^e^lts  appetite 

IbLurd'"?:/""/"^  "'"  P'^P"""'  ""I  attempt  to'^C; 
^^Hfi.^  «       extra /agant    measures,    is,    and    must    ti 

wtrof th^  hou  .''"we^tSor  d?"^'•'fi*^''  p°.p""? 

strictly  called  ExecutlV:  rt:;l^^^i?i?yf  °„*,  ^^.^^^^^^^ 
ZTtr^:^""""  ^'  Sov^rpment  ^^th  the  pop^„l° 
te°vai;  of  the^     H   'l-^'"  r""  '***«<">  the  short  i, 
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this  is  because  they^^^  ,e°d '^wh^  H'  Pf'TP'^'  ^°<1 
opinion.  They  axe  oonTequentlv  7t  f"'  ^^^  8«°«^«1 
representatives  could  branv„Liwi?"'T  P*^*^  ^''°«« 
tangible  principles  upon  wWcHw  ^  'f^  ^"^^  ^ny 
government,  fi,  this X>  Jn^„  they  would  conduct  i 
popular  wiU  must  Muenc^  f T;  '^  ""^  ^"'*«^  States, 
in  all  things  not  es^eSv  ^nn  ''"l*- °^  government 
these  the  govemmenrmnff  Y  ?  °'  chimerical,  and  in 
and  be  known  t?have  Z.t  '*''°"8.«°°°gh  to  resist, 
cient  time,  to  i^r^r„,te Tol"l/'''''r"''  ^°'  "  «"«' 
onthepartoftheToSency  **"''*  consideration 

in  1  rcrsi:rwth°\*^^=/  '^^^^'o'-  i^  fou„d 

present  session  on  the  absorZ^  /  ^"""^  P^*  °*  ">« 
Reserves.  It  has  b«fn  t„ll  ^  ^''P!"  ."^  ^^^e  Clergy 
principles  of  liberahty^^^^^^^ee'sLrln'^T^^''  "P°" 
parties,  unable  to  a^eTur^n^lZ  '  S"  *?  ^'<^««  =  *he 
tion.  have,  as  a  iinafmeasC  t7er^2V^-  ''PP'-'Pri- 
Imperial  ParUament  referred  the  issue  to  the 

naoirof  di-st^t^t-/-^^^^^  ^e  various 

approbation  of  government  «;  Tv  *"**  "^"^""^  the 
would  undoubtely  [rEnXh  nnHf-  "^T"""'  ^•^"l' 
one,  upon  which  the  existence  of /"f'  ^  considered 
Suffice  it  to  say  thL  llmlf  1  J°""'*?  ■"™'  '^^Pend. 
of  his  own  ;  so4  C^w^^f  t^:,^Xr^?f  "^  "^  P'^" 
constituents-yet,  strange  tnTf  Pjfns  fresh  from  their 
agree,-that  is^to  say  "fere  waT'a  n"  K°™'  S?"''^  "°t 
negative  every  plan  pronoLd^L*  "''*''  ^"fficient  to 
ISon'  the  m^tfer  to^^gr^'.  u.M^Cl'^V^fZ 

uiiTo.sfo?priri^'r°  ^<r  '''^'-^  - 

that  few,  if  any  DersonaS^  ^^^J^fly  be  supposed 
conduct  ififairsTand  from  tWs  s?!t™f  ±"*  '"«"""««  to 
presumed,  has  arisen  the  practice  t  °ill'5^'' 'f  '"  *°  ^^ 
ments  with  legislature"  ol^hTJ^  ''°'°'"*'  S°^««- 
mediators  bet^en  parties  Jeldifrrd"?  '*''"'"°«  *' 
popular  voice,  but  resistine  ifw^h  fh  *f ^"'"8  *"  *^^ 
office,  when  it  was  manSly'in  ei^o,      ""'''""'^  °'  *'^^'' 
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tJ*CT'f'^'\PP°^'^  *^*'  ""^^  "'^  ^7^*^'^  proposed  by 
tin  w  M  ?"*'*'"  ''^?  i^^K  ''""^  a/opted,  the  popular 
W.tTi  T  Pf^-^J^d  to  a  far  greater  extent  than 
heretofore,  and  yet  most  of  the  practical  evils  found  in 

ff^o  i°J!!*?  ^''^  *"'*°  '''°'"  measures  popular  at  the 
time  of  their  enactment. 

insThutFnnf  Ti'fT  °*  ^^^  ^*""''  language,  laws,  and 
institut  ons,  and  the  consequent  perpetuation  of  the  con- 

P»rl  ^  n^u  *^^  ™''^^'  ^^  strongly  deprecated  by  the 
frtil?  •"•  ''^.^.VOP'^^T  measure,  and  must^ave 
Z7^J!.  "  f?r^  injuriously,  and  even  destructively, 
under  a  responsible  government.  ^ 

The  concessions  of  public  lands  to  U.  E  Lovalists 
and  their  children  to  militia,  and  other  ^aatees  not 
resident  upon  the  lands,  which  now  form  an  acknow- 
ledged pubho  grievance,  were  popular  measures  the 
persons  who  benefited  by  them  being  the  populat  on 

b^ingyeTaSd.''"'  ''°"  """^  """"P'""  °^' '^^  -' 

disD^afofCrffr"  ^""^^  •*°'  '°<"*'  ^°'^-  ''"d  th« 
cnsposal  of  fmids  by  commissioners  named  by  the  legis- 
lature, and  the  abuse  of  this  patronage,  are  evideX 

Ir  s'ouZVL^  ™"/  °"*  "''*•'«  Pafuament:^  S 
Sf  r/™  K  ^  ".^'^^  supreme,  and  are  evils  which 
^lli  St"  ^^**'y  f'^aggerated,  but  could  not  have 
been  lessened  by  responsible  Govemment.-In  fact  they 
prove  that  governors  should  oftener  take  the  responsT 

Srti  rusZld^  p°p""'-  ^°-  *^-  '"^^y  ''-•'- 

The  very  change  in  political  sentiments,  produced  bv 
Britarlr*  '"tr^uetion  of  new  populati^n^from  Grea^ 
^nT^  ^r  -i**  legislation  in  these  colonies  ought  to 
renresiffn'"^  ^^^  some  view  to  the  interests  of  thoi  no? 
repr^ented  m  the  legislature,  but  who  may  soon  form 
the  great  mass  of  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  in  Amerior 

the3v""..°''*'j°^*  ■""?'•■  ''P'''^'''  '°°1'  excMvely  to 
the  party  of  the  day,  and  in  its  favour  neglect  the  meat 
future  interests  of  the  Province.  ^ 

stron<,W°l!,'H'H"*'  T^-  '*^''°?*'  "^^'^^t^  a™  f«'t  too 
mSl  f  directly  m  elective  bodies,  in  smaU  com- 
mimities,  to  permit  of  consistent  legislation  on  general 
^^Tt'  *"?  the  objects  to  be  gained  during  the  short 
period  for  which  the  majority  hold  their  influence,  are  of 
too  much  consequence,  compared  with  distinct  general 
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conceive  how   taT^ovC^™^""'*^^  "^  *"  «■  '«»«  »<> 

consequences  as  Tnv  ,f^f»,f  '•'r?"PPl'«8,  with  all  the 
of  local  legUlkti^e  Zd  if  te  2^"°"'  '"•"•"  ">«  "^8« 
the  interest  of  "he  empire  I^dThat"^n?f  'T  ^  ^^'^ 
be  different,  it  k  ain  o  eTnectfLf  ^  ""'""y,  '''°"''* 
servants  who  shoulHspoZ  tfe  tenLT  f  *  °'  P""'" 
continue  in  authority    ^  ^^"^"^  mtereste  could 

frl'p  le|isSnn°tovr,  Zte^S^  ''^^'^^ 
popular  fpiion  produced  ^te^^r-  **■"  P^^'ence  of 

^u=t£^tS^=£^f  vr°^°^ 
^^^^^^^ 

if  life  were  iXn  utece^s^rir  B,f /''"'^  '^""''^  «"«-^ 
taken  to  a  much  Kreater^x?in;  fh  u"  P^^""^"*  "«  "^^g 
required  much  fifCess  tn  ff  *''^">^  been  permitted, 
ment,  aad  much  rXance  on  ^L?f*^T  °^  ^''^  Kovern^ 
authorities  for  support  fnthph.  P*"*  °°  '''^  Imperial 

by  them  '^^  ^''^ '"""'"« """se  recommended 
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To  conclude  this  subject,  your  Committee  would 
observe,  that  so  long  as  England  holds  sway  in  the 
colomes,  there  will  be  a  majority  seeking  for  power  in 
ine  rtovinces ;  and  a  minority  for  justice  and  protec- 
tion, and  impartial  goremment.  The  moment  the  pro- 
vincial magnates  are  made  supreme  by  the  proposed 
system,  interference  to  do  justice  will  be  a  breach  of 
faith ;  and  let  it  be  recollected,  that  if  England  refuse 
tne  umpirage  between  contending  parties,  there  is  a  power 
at  nand,  ready  and  anxious  to  join  with  either,  and 
w^chmg  for  the  favourable  opportunity. 

From  these  reasonings,  it  appears  evident,  that  the 
expenses  of  military  defence  in  Canada  are  not  to  be 
avoided  by  a  partial  independence,  or  by  anything  short 
of  abandonment.  These  expenses  have  not  been  incurred 
m  consequence  of  any  want  of  popular  concessions  :  thev 
^n^L^f.^ru^J'y^^^  unprincipled  and  outrageous 
conduct  of  the  border  Americans,  which  can  only  be  held 
m  check  by  military  defences,  or  by  the  influence  of 
iJntish  power,  upon  the  American  people,  through  their 
government.  ° 

Referring  to  the  causes  of  the  late  insurrection,  your 
Lommittee  would  observe,  that  it  is  not  to  be  contended, 
that  the  influence  over  the  public  mind,  caused  by  Sir 
Francis  Head  having  placed  the  question  at  issue  in  such 
a  light  as  to  show  political  evils  arising  from  the  reform 

?^°n='"/^/,'«™S'^.^^  ?°.  P'"'"^"''^  ^^^  "•'aige  in  the  elec- 
tions of  1836,  could  either  produce  or  excuse  rebeUion. 
ine  question  at  issue  involved  consequences  of  vital 
importance:  nor  could  the  rebellion  be  produced  or 
excused  by  comparisons  made  by  the  public,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  reformers.-The  only  pretence  amongst 
^1  those  urged,  having  any  colour  of  argument,  is  the 
aUeged  corruption  at  the  elections,  and  the  influence  then 
obtained  by  government.  But  this  pretext  seems,  upon 
exanunation  as  unfounded  as  the  others :  a  people  who 
will  permit  themselves,  in  a  country  in  which  the  elective 
franchise  is  so  widely  diffused,  to  be  bribed  or  influenced 
Lre  n^f  tT°^  an  overwhelming  majority  to  parliament, 
are  not  the  most  likely,  therefore,  to  rise  in  rebellion 
agamst  their  own  decision  ;  and  as  to  the  fact  of  corrup- 
tion on  the  part;  of  the  government,  so  far  from  there 
o^^J  Ti  ™f  *"A,°f  attempting  such  a  course,  it  is  with 
great  difficulty  that  the  government  can  find  the  means 
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ceedin.8  i„  thrCrb  yf  i^ which  Z'  Z^  *°  '^'  P"" 
invited,  in  vain,  to  sustain  inv  ™1  t.l  "^^fo^ers  were 
as  a  full  refutation  of  th^"^^„°"*,°'  ^^""^  accusations, 
influencing  the  elections  *    °'  """"P'  interference 

paSy^'IK™  cr^''"''^'''?°°8«'  t''^  'defeated 
elec<^d  memCrs  <M  not  n'-J'  "l^^t^d-and  that  the 

reformers,  thev  had  ^^^^       *>  complaint  of  the 
into  this  Province^/^!!;*?      ^u°'  ^"^^^'^  Americans 

mand  the  symnathifiT nf  ii;!?!^-?  *.  0°  °'  *^*™'  <=»"  «om- 
Canadian  rS    thTfh^  •^°'*^'*,  ^^%^-  *""»  «*  Lower 

those  who  hfd  shotn   atfcw-  ^^  t^^  P°"*'°"  °* 
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in  L^r"^  P)!i!^""^  •""'*  such  men  be  excited,  at  reading, 

wo?d  of  a^n^^l  i^^Vt  ^y  "L"  ^«aff««ted,  without  one 
much  Pirf/f'^  H  B  •5''?"^  "''"'  ™''«'l  ^'J  endured  so 
we  ^k  did  t^/  ^""f  ™P'-''""'«y-  In  what  manner, 
t^^^'^  .  dominant  party  make  use  of  the  occasion 
oppwTnts  ?'  Who"^'"  t'it  ^hole  body  of  their  political 
cent  Zn  fhr^!!,  •  7^™*'"'  ''"?'^"  °f  perfecti^r  inno- 
nrnL^  thrown  mto  pnson,  and  who  sufifered  in  person, 
property,  and  character  ?    And  what  severe  laws  were 

5  formTt^:,T"^  ^^'""'•''  '^^^  P'^^''^'^  -'!'-' 
That  some  unauthorized  individuals  were  crone  to 
msult  those  whom  they  viewed,  at  the  mTment  L  a 
feUen  enemy,  must  have  been  the  case.  That  the  indi 
viduals.  thus  msulted,  may  have  felt  themselves  agiieved 
and  annoyed,  cannot  be  doubted-that  a  (rreatmanv 
were  thrown  into  prison,   (against  whom  tRe3 

iv  ^i.''  .^"'  '^''°  "^^^  ""^'^^^^d  «^tliout  trial,  a  mefcv 
proved  /ha^fh  '''''^^^\  -r^Pted,  can'eLitybe 
EI™  K  1     *?7  "^^^  perfectly  innocent,  could  only 

have  been  placed  beyond  dispute  by  a  trial   but  in  the 

XTnlt  o:iv^:f„H"""'^°'i"*''^-'' ''"-^d^^^^^^^^^ 
were  not  only  good  grounds  of  suspicion,  but  means  of 

fn wLf  ^  i-  ''"•' '?  ^°"'''  •'^  '«'.  indeed,'from  S  the 
kTs  f^^  the  parties  themselves  to  provoke  an  ffiy 
..Vnii  .^'  *''^'  ma^strates,  sometimes  looking  to  the 
rXr^r""!  °f  'l^«ir  own  immediate  neighboUoor 
^rn^f  d  d*°  -^K  ^""^  P°''''y  °f  tl^^  Government  at  la?S' 
proceeded  with  more  zeal  and  strictness  than  the  c£e 
demanded  ;  but  what  good  reason  for  compldnt  hL  t^e 
cnmmal,  arreted  for  high  treason,  in  the  iscTven^  tha? 
the  magistrate,  by  whose  authority  he  is  arresteY  has  a 
political  leaning  different  from  hinielf  ?  *"*"*'*>  ^^  * 
It  IS  stated,  in  Lord  Durham's  report  that  it  «,»,. 
generaUy  believed,  that  the  pardon  of  skmuel  LZ^ 

thouf^Sd'  Tll''^'^'  ""  ^"''"''^-^  \  -  lerthin'jZTv 
Hon.rf  ^^^",    "ountrymen.     Tte  number  of  petY 

tioners-men    and   <women-who    petitioned    for    these 
cnminals,  appear,  upon  examination^o  be  four  thousand 

oi,Jrx.«4"  ^""""*"  "•""'•  '>™K"''  '"  1838.     (See  Ki,>g.ford'. 
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n'^'^lj'i^tute'^hem JlTe'r'""""  =  -^""^   exaggeration 

they  really  ouZ  to  havi  h^f"""''""  ."'  ^'-^e  Won.  If 
of-uoha^ntiCnt  fromo^fnTT'''  'I""  l'"''lioatio„ 
restore  them,  but  t  mu"t  X^  .•  **!  authority,  cannot 
partof  their  friends  and  thS,tr"»-  'P  '""""«"•  ""  t^o 
never  have  ima&"uoh  i  S  •Kr  P'"^^'  ''^''o  may 
from  punishmenf  of  evorv  .^ni^T^i'"^  "^  "'"  """"f" 
belUon.  which  inflioteZo  m  ^  "'i**"!  '«"^*""''  "'  »  ro- 
vinco,)  but  who  wm  now  !  •"^1,?'"""^'  "P°"  "'»  Pro- 
Durham  been  in  th8%Cin™"i'^.''  ^"'^  "'«  «"'  "f 
been  considered  much  in  Thl.!  '"B'',*™'"™  would  have 
election.  ^  '"  """  '^^e  light  as  a  riot  at  an 

they  conclude,  to  observe  tha/*^.  Commissioner,  l,eg,  ere 
Lord  Durham  oouldT  not  J?  '  '^f^^t'^^^  Upper  CaSada, 
knowledge,  the  Ziod  of  IW^  '^  ^"^  ""^  Jee"""" 
being  of%uchv^y  short  dl"7r™  ^  ""*'  '^"^i"'* 
regret  that  His  Lofdshio  sl.n.^M  i°"~^''"'"  Committee 
of  collecting  ir^ormS  t '  ?  "-""''«''  '^e  task 

he  may,  hi  3n  Iv  ent«lf"°"i..^''''' J'«  »>«  whom 
desire  to  exalt  the  opXems^f  th"  ''I'  '-l^'  ^'">  'ho 
m  the  estimation  of  tK^h  r^^ '''^  "P'""'*'  government 
discredit  on  the  sVatemente  o^^t^""^'""'"'  "'"'  *°  ''•'"^ 
influence,  and  BritLh  cXction  tha?r'^",2'  ^'''^^ 
an  attempt,  have  laid  hi^rfiV  *'  he  should,  in  such 

to  beexpS>ted  wSmte  *°  T'^  ^™'^«-  ^"^ 
a  feeling  of  resmotf^   S""'^''?^*' ^°wever,  through 

refrainel  fromtoCentini^nn  v"^""'^'  Commissioner, 
which  they  honestHvow  fhf^  ^U'  T-P"''''  '"  '^e  terms 
that  their^  forSncr^i^^^^^Ve  T"*''  °°?^'^«"' 
Honourable  House  and  Tu,\.  i.  •  ''^"'es  of  your 
the  wishes  of  the' famil^  c!?"" '^. '?  accordance  with 
tioned.  *°^y  compact   hereinbefore   men- 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  S.  Maoaulay, 
CoMmrxEK  Room,  Chairman. 

Ii«OI8I.*riVB   COUNOIL, 

Uth  day  of  May,  18S9. 


RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT  IN  THE  MARITIME 
PROVINCES 

Thb  name  problomH  of  tho  relations  between  Governor, 
Councils,  and  Assnmbly  had  long  vexed,  not  only  the 
two  Canadas,   but  aNo  the  Maritime   Provinces.     It  is 
the  glory  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  that  they 
won  responsible  government  with  none  of  the  bloodshed 
and  misery  which  accompanied  the  struggle  on  the    St. 
Lawrence.    This  was   largely  due  to  the  character  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Roformnre,  Lemuel  Allan  Wilmot  in 
New  Brunswick  and  Joseph  Howe  in  Nova  Scotia.     No 
other  Canadian  has  enjoyed  such  popularity  as  did  Howe 
for  many  years  in  his  native  province.     In  him  were 
combined   the  gifts   which   were  scattered  among   the 
Canadian  Reformers.    To  an  eloquence  as  fiery  as  that  of 
Papineau  he  added  a  clearness  of  vision  equal  to  that  of 
Baldwin  or  of  Bidwell.     In  1858  his  Speeches  and  Public 
Letters  were  issued  at  Boston  in  two  volumes,  now  rare, 
nominally  edited  by  his  friend  and  colleague  William 
Annand,  but  really  compiled  and  revised  by  Howe  him- 
self.    From   this  collection  we  have  taken   four  open 
letters,  written  in  1839  to  Lord  John  Russell,  in  reply  to 
the  speech  made  by  that  statesman  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  June  3,  1839  (see  Hansard,  Third  Series, 
vol.  xlvii.,  pp.  1254-.1275). 

The  contest  in  Nova  Scotia  for  responsible  government 
necessarily  concerned  itself  largely  with  the  conduct  and 
18S 
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ieaders  of  each  side  fuU  ^oIh  TL  ''^'"'  8"^"  ""e 
ingB  of  their  oppo„e„r  Th„  ^*'  "'*'"'  '»""«  ""d  '«il- 
-e  full  of  looj  and  peJi,  ",7"  "-"^o'-  be.t  epeeohe. 
'-t  their  interest  Trri  r""""  ""''"' ''»-«'  "''- 
"onds  to  fla„e  are  lo^  bT  1  """  °"'"'  ''''"""'^  "-ou- 
flioker  of  life  ha,  gone  and  Ltu        "  "'"''  *'"'  '"' 

-r„er.thou«han^naC":;r:,r;::ir-"^ 

IiKTTIiB  I, 

Halwax,  Nova  Scoiu 
Mv  L  *'^''  '^'  '***• 

desire  tose;rfor^«oKtv^"'''"P.  '"  '"'"«-«  that  no 
m  which  Providence  hXlaoed^"?  *''!  """ited  sphere 
these  letters  to  vou      rA™  •     "■"'  ^^'^Pta  me  to  atHreH» 
vince  of  the  Ei^iJe   anTcon,"  Tf  ""^  distant  C 
occupation  that  if  affor ^^^^"d '^fthlhr"' i''"  '""««  "^ 
of  influence  which  the  nnnfiS    '^"n  the  moderate  deeree 
population  confer.  I  shoftr  °\'°'^^  PO'tionoFZ 
tniding  upon  your  Lorffi^  h.T''  ^I«  *fi°u«ht  of  in- 
ay  past  life,  a^nd  the  dtXn  to  ?h*  *^°=''"P<'tions  of 
stL""**  ?i«ht8  of  anxio^  ZX*''?!3  °'  ""''■y  days  of 
strong  opinions  upon  a  8ubi«^f  J^'  u      ""^  '°  entertain 
undertaken  rece„V  to  &*        "V°"!:.^"'«'>ip  C 
deeplyconcemsthelonora^dth  ■r'*  *''"''•'   «'Me  it 
appears  to  be,  by  Her  Maf»l  .""*"■*"*«  °f  the  Empire 
little  understood.^  Ker  o^n  f  ^«»' ^imste  ""^Jut 
Ponulation,  upholding  the  Bri«»hfl  ''^  Anglo-American 
Atfantic  shal/^possess^he  right'tti^fl?,  °°  *^'?  "'<*«  °f  'h" 
representatives,  the  Governments  -^"'''i.*''/""^^  'heir 
in  all  matters  touihine  tW^!:*    ^f"  ^^ich  they  live 
their  fellow  subjcctsT^ng  "e^^;"':™"'  "^f"**™  (of  wS 
with  which  they  have  no  riehtT^ TJ""''  "°tWng,  and 
my  Lord,  that  involves  ?he^h'     "terfere,)  is  a  question 
eve«  Nova  ScotianVT L  no  hte„T  "".^  ^'^'^^'^-    To 
of  his  birth,  in  whose  bosom  thft"''  *¥'  ">«  «°"ntr^ 
ioya.  ancesti^  repose,  and  ?hot%Sre  "I  p%t^i,f 
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branch  of  the  great  Briti.hfS;  Should  C'fr^  IZ 

d^^    «  "th;  T^.^^  '''^'^*",  ""J  "'^^^  'heir  deep 
lZTp  .ret  ptlTtoTl'f  """I'"'*"'  ""  Y°" 
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my  feeble  voice  wi  I  to  tta^ZTh''  *?  '"'^'  "■" 
and  oen.  ire  that  thin  roiwrt  h„  „i  if  """l"  "'  P'^'"^ 
>n»y  be  «,me.  who  di-E  tC  m^  =  r**  y'  '*""» 
•tate  papor,  or  diatruHtini,    h!  1  °?^  "^^  ™timating  a 

perienco  of  the  workina of  ("l^nini  r'  *^?»^  P'^^t'oai  ox- 
tut  .light-if  indo«^ Toy  hive  hiH''"."„'''""°""  '"«'  »»«'■' 
POfed  to  aak,  What  Hhouahf  ,  '"^'-raay  feel  dii- 
Colonie.  ?  Are  it"  leaSinl  W  °'  *'"'  "'1'°"  in  the 
to  nature  «id  erperien^J%/r  """^  '««'«ni^«d  a.  true 
ge.ted  approved  bv  the     ~>"'-     "^     '"  ""^'^'"'  ""8- 

CoIon1J!Cn^t:"St^''L7TK'"°"'''«  '"   'h. 
belief,  that  HIh  LordghtnLn  rih^-  ""*  «"'""''«  "'  ^y 
of  our  Colonial  eviinnd 'di8T,ut!^  t  "??  "r^  "  »°'  "" 
sponsibility  in  our  ru?",^  to  ?h^'  *l  ^^^   "^senoe  of  re- 
to  govern:  is  entir^"y  warrai^"  ^^"f^  "j^y  "e  oaUed 
every  intelligent  CdoL?  that^h„  L  ""^  knowled«e  of 
while  it  posfesses  the  meritrnf^-^'"*''^  point«fout. 
and  emin!ently  BritTHl  ";"'  fc  "^tremely  «imp|^ 
the  only  cure'' for  those  e^8  Xr.  i?  '"  ^'Ponsible,  is 
the  only  secure  foundation  .,  J       u  ?u  "■?*"*  quaokory  ; 
crown  c^an  be  estabhetd  on  tC  ^nHn  *^''  P°^"  "'  ^« 
mtemal  machination  and  for^J^ '^^*':,r*-  "^  "  *°  ^^'y 

from  the  great  bo<fv  of  the  inl,  Tf '"i  P""?^'  "^^^  <!*««' 
of   their  represent  ^ives    is  l±r     m  •*  ^''^  ""'1°"'^ 
existence  of  Colonia    fMtituf^nT"'5Hl  *«   *•>«   ^«'y 
otherwise,  the  Colony  wo^d  flv  o^  "h    /.'"''  "  "  '^"^ 
some  latent  principl^  of  mlo^ief '   hiL^  T"'*'""  "^ 
seen  very  clearly  cfofined      R„  It '      "'?''  ^  ''^'^^  "ever 
view,  it  is  assumed    that  0%  n-.'!'^°-  ™*«^''«  '^is 
the  preservation  of  her  rilnn^        ^"*^'\i»  indebted  for 
tion  of  their  inhabitant^rTh^ir'  %'^^  "?*"™'  »»<»- 
to   their   partioiDation   i7^;.     ^  ^^^^  '»  ''«'•  W«tory, 
scientific  Sr  uK  anhl.  ^   ^''"^i  °^   •>«'   '^"liie 
terested  patriotSf  a  doJe?:r*?w~''?   *"   *'"'  "^^^i"' 
names  are  scarcely  k^ow'nln"  V^:nS!  t^T^X'Z 


*  V-  ,  i:.v  : 


'j>%„3£M. 
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enjoym.nt':r;,tl:™^ttiy'r':i;f;.:r":r'i::[^''*/''" 

our  fathers,  and  upon  wZch  fh„  J„  ^  expenence  of 
brethren,  driven  to  ami vnlw  "^8°^""  ""«'•«'<'''  of  our 
boundles^  re^ou?ce°  hly/t^Z  P™"P'«'  to  "  fi«ld  of 
picion  is  a  Ubel  UDon  Th„  ?-  f  w  "°f'^°'''' '  Thin  sub- 
stitution he  claimsThlln?  T"'  ""'l  "Po"  the  Con- 
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Lord.l5n  or  the  larl  ^Du'ham  «  7  "I"'!:  '""»  ^our 
•hould  6e  carried,  wh  oh  thJt  LT  '°  '"''.?."""  """ure. 
you  f~l  will  reno^Ztte  O^LiUu^'  .f  '"'P'*'-  ^d 
ol  theM  djjtingnlghed  men  w^lI       J*  ■  *'^'  """"'y  "one 

•ide  of  the  water,  X  We  not  £.f  ?  'k''^'"''  °"  ^^' 
to  woure  itt  advantaaee  to  th™  f  ''  T*""  "»  »n»ou« 
who.  while  they  hav^no^toZ  J''?  '"'^.""'''  ""Idren  ; 
po-ibiiity  make  the  JS^JJ^on  h1"^  """  "•"  ^y  any 
expected  to  be  oontentedlrifK  .""?*"""?•  <"">  "«'«'  »» 
of  that  they  adrnfrT.  wdli' wtw^^'S  "■"  "^^  "^«"« 
tion  with  which,  aiiiSt  S^hL  n,  lP"""''*'*^'«'- 
power.theirb^ethrenatho,M^,urlv*h  -^  •  •«'"  '°' 
of  a  government,  which  we  J^E'^^i^PP.w^hinerjr 

•rring  principles  of  .oioncT  aTinZ^h.^'  '"'"'  "■."  "°- 
the  Atlantic  aa  to  the  otW  T,?PPuf  u '®  ^  ""e  "W"  of 
lew  denied.  °*^"'  ''"'  '''^"h  we  are  nererthe' 

Manjr  persons,  not  familiar  with  *),-  «.  * 
how  this  occurs,  and  iTdiV^  .    i*°^'  """y  "'""der 
ness  of  my  assert^n      IttL^»!f„'*°"t'  ''"t  """-^t- 
hve  within  the  British  eCiresh^.^f^l'"'  '*'°'*  *'»° 
other  principles  thanthoM  nff ...»■.■  ^^°''''™«'  by 
•nd  yet  it  &  true,  notwkhslnSf  ^'"f  ••  '^«««tuti'^r.  ; 
the  fact,  by  »  fe%  rnfr^nf     ?"%  .  ^*  ">«  iliujtrate 
affairs.    In  W^d   fu^T  *°  ^'*'"''  ""^  ColoniSi 
trusted  toJm»*;"™;Z  S?^'™"^'''  »  invariably  e" 
those  who^possl  the^^Sfr"iE?"''y  *»"«  '^  of 
whoaresustSnedbvamainrir^  ™""hise  approve,  and 
The  sovere^  may  b^  Sln""!^??^  °fCo««on. 
majority  ofTheHoLe  of  Cr^L''™*''''  *?  ^^""^  ■  " 
august  Assembly  •  and  vet  fj,.       ^  °P?™«  '^em  in  that 
from  a  defioienov  onalenf  1/^  ^7^""  *«  """""T.  until 
they  find  th^^vel^ntZ^°''^'^''^--°''^">'^^f°^^e 
some  rival  oombE,„^f 'Ibin^nH"*^  fl'""''^''^'''  ""d 
condition  to  displace  them      If  «^^«"'f  "t"*'**  '°«°  « 
mons  truly  reflect  The  opiSons  „f  th"^"'  "?"'  ^^^  ^om- 
reoign ;  if  there  is  any XSbt   a  di»»  l''?'"*'-"^""^'  'W 
the  verdict  of  the  counfrt  h  *.d«solution  is  tried,  and 

destinies  are  to  TconfiTd^   C  ?n  *°  "''^'"'  P^''^  •»« 
Enghahman  .ving  at  homt  are^^o-CSrhCore:;;^ 
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who  driven  p«,t  St.  Paul>  a  dZ^^?"'"'  ?>«  "»'">'»" 
«a«e-  nt  it, 'ample  outi  "ne  or  ex^n  '?""  "  ''"y-  ""''''"n 
yet  they  imprea,  the  O^loVat  ZTh  ^  ^  P^PortfonH  ;  and 

put  ^fn'Tou^'jSrty  ^^^^^  "-^^  "-  K  to 

of  Common,.  \on  nev/r  doubt  t!^"'  '"  *'"'  '^°"*' 
they  are  m,  they  mu"t  tafluenoe  fh  *?  '"'*»"'  '^at  if 
the  patronage  o{  Zlove^Zi  -f^^^'^'y.  """^  'l"P«'"e 
miraWe  priiJciple  of  fetlfnTll  •''"'•  '""'''^  ""d  ad- 

o.rr^outin,7youroor!^?|ti'S^  ^T"'^  K"'""'.  y- 
paaTe,  and  ««Jiat/o^^^d  no  m„,     '  ""•*  P"""'"  ""-n- 
"-  danger  in  it,  or  thit  the  m^nn^*'  ""P'!<"  '''»*  'here 
compeSed  to  Bubmit   than  voS^  Tin^  T  "^""^  ^^^ 
a  cup  at  Epsom  or  DoncMtlr  1^  'niust.ce  in  awarding 
rather  than  to  the  aSwhio^  h^^^T.i'^''"  •"«  ^^n 
effect,  of  thi,  system  aSMTceDtiwfe!""  'k"  "^-     The 
of  France,  under  the  omSe   i  hlT^T'tr '    ^  P«" 
the  court  suffered  a  rort  of  ^ff''    i  *  L™'  *•"  ""niJe,  of 
tion.    A  peer  of  InXd    ^S.^f"''  rJ"'  "^'hila- 
Sovereign,  retire,  to  Ws  estate    C?"  '^'^^"^  ''^  '^e 
irreparable  stroke  of  fortune   but  t^\^  TT"  °^"  *» 
study,  to  rally  hi,  frieSi    to  conn^.fK- "**',?'''  '•°"™  '» 
great  interest  in  the  State  ^hZ        *"  '""^^'^  "^t^  wme 
may  bear  him  into  the  co^iTf  t^^^^^'^^^e  strength 
any  sacrifice  of  principle  or  dimJn.V^''*'/'*"'  '^"■""t 
A  commoner  feel^  in  £L?»nH      °-."''°"  °'  self-respect, 
to  feel  in  PranT'thattt^i^d" infl  "'"°'»°"«"  used 
be  atta  ned  bv  an  enfir«  «      .    "    influence  are  only  to 
adulation,  th7mo,t"uKS^°"°f  «?'"*•  ''^'>  '""^"^ 
rogative,,  arbitrarily  exercCd   T,?  ^K*°.  ^°"n<«««s  pre- 
won  in  open  aren^    bv  th„'T      '•*''*',"'''y  are  t^be 
qualities  which  comm'an/r,i   ««'•«■»«  of  those  manly 
?f  the  ripened  fSTliZul  Inl^M  ''^  *?«  "^Wbitfo^ 
m  the  presence  of  an  TdScr  '"'^"«'^'"»1  cultivation, 
ensi      1  success.     Hence  thOTei»Ltf°"'  "^^"'^  ^^^''^ion 
ind.,.ndence  in   the  lr&  oh,™"''*"'''!''"'' ^«°^°"» 
strangely    contrasts    wfth    aU    4   &'      ^   ^-'^^  ^« 
His  descendants  in   the  CoLfe   nShs"tan7ifte 
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givln"  ^'^^^  "^^  "■«  ^°"-  ?«•"*«■     They  shall   be 

»™i7        i^  *^  existence  of  several  Houses  of  aT 
'  See  Hannay,  ITtimo^  and  Tilley,  chap.  iv. 
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J^fff^^^PP"""^'  r^"  '"  *•>*'  "»««■  though  satisfactory 
lor  the  time,  can  have  no  application  to  future  difficulties 
^iLf;  !T'  °\  "?>?«"'•  Let  us  suppose  that  a  general 
th«  r  '*1^««  P'"";  'e  'I'at  Province  next  year,  and  that 
mode^tn  wI?-''{  ?1  '^^  P'^P'"  ■"•"  dissatisfied  with  the 
Teen  riLf r,^nf  ^  the  patronage  of  the  government  has 
nXJ^f  "t  '*f  ""'^T*,'"''  general  bearing  of  the  internal 
pohcy  of  Its  rulers.  If  that  colony  were  an  English  in- 
corporated town,  the  people  would  have  the  remedy  Tn 
whlchT  r"  v\'  '^  K*^'y  ^"?  "''^'^'^  ^*»>  the  po/ers 
would  o^lvh„lr''^f"  °*  "S*'*  '«''°°g  t°  them,  they 
^  f^r.r  ^  *?  '"  """™  *  ma prity  of  their  own  way 
of  thinking  ;  a  few  men  would  change  places  :  the  wishes 
of  the  majority  would  be  carried  out ;  and  by  no  wssl- 
bJity  conld  anything  occur  to  bring  the  people  and^the^ 

t^t  fijf  l^.'""-^  "  f*"  ,°*  """i^'""  <«  wa^  exhibited  in 
that  fine  Province  for  a  long  series  of  years.  But  under 
the  existing  system,  if  a  hostile  majority  is  returned 

Exlr  '^^  1°-  ^l""'''''''  and^oniild  :^?h  an 
Executive  whom  they  cannot  influence  ;  see  the  patronage 
and  favor  of  government  lavished  upon  the  minority  who 
annoy,  but  never  outvote  them  ;  and,  finally  at  the  ex- 
piration of  a  further  period  of  ten  year;,  appeal  by  delega- 
tion to  England  ;  running  the  hazard  of  Preference  tfa 
clerk  or  a  secretary  whose  knowledge  of  the  various  pcrinte 
andTh  "  f  tremely  hmited-who  ha^  no  interest  in  them 
and  who,  however  favorably  disposed,  may  be  dispS 

th^eT/nr^f"^"  '"  "f  P°f '°"  °^  P^"i«s  a^t  hometeTore 
the  negotiations  are  brought  to  a  close. 

In  1836,  a  general  election  took  place  in  Nova  Scotia  • 

"w.:  fouSf  th'T  r '  '"'  ^'^^  dispatcbTbustesV 
It  was  tound  that  the  local  government  had  i  .  >-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  representative  branch  against  th^m 
f  h«Z;T'^K-'^  Englishman  would  naturaUy  concede  that 
tion  of  it.^^T'  ^^  ^  ^^T  ?'^'='^  "hanges  and  a  modifica- 
tion of  Its  pohcy,  would  have  at  once  deferred  to  the 

the  local  authoX^Tin  w^ch  t^re^enu:  S^Ke 
appropriations  for  the  year  were  nearly  lost   the  House 

~iw  totrf^^'^^T  \'^''  ^°°'  of  the  tSre 

agpeaUng  to  the  Crown  for  the  redress  of  inveterate 
gnevanoes,  the  very  existence  of  which  our  (S^toSLrS 
demed,  or  which  they  refused  to  remove 
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persons  adSS^L  „^  '  **"*'  "  ^°"'"'''  "^  t^velve 
time  formedZuSer  bra!.onT'T  '"''.  "'  '^«  ^'''"<' 
.avariably  with  cloTd  do™"  oj^fi^e'tt?;  .""!"« 
gentlemen  were  Tinrfn<.«.  :„  ■'  .  '  '""^^  twelve 

them  were  reSons  two  of  tL"^  ''"^"l^  ^j'"'^>  «^«  "^ 
ments,  and  one  wTthn  ohtf  T  '^*''t  ^""^  °*  <J«Part- 

measures  for  the  reculati^n  kf  Passage  of  certain 

never  could  have  ^Z^  ,,„  •  combination  as  this 

to'^iissolve  the  oKutu  lnH^^  ^\"*^  ^^^  <^^<'™°' 
from  the  obiectiZ^S\:1si;^^^^^^^^^ 

the^:i*'Httnr^nhafTn%'^^°  |i?i?Sd  out. 
Brunswick/tL  people  a^^^  S""''"'  <«  ^  New 

have  been  oonteS  for  f  f    "  representatives  would 

'  See  Longley,  op.  dt. 
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perhaps  an  entire  revision  and  repair  at  the  hands  of  the 
master  workmen  at  home  once  in  ton  years  ;  or  whenever 
the  blunders  of  subordinates  in  the  Colony  had  completely 
clogged  its  operations. 

But  mark  the  result.  The  Governor  wa»  instructed  to 
call  into  the  new  Councils  those  who  "  possessed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country."  Now,  you  in  England  are  simple 
enough  to  believe,  that  when  the  Whigs  have,  in  a  house 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  members,  a  majority  of 
eight  or  ten,  they  possess  the  confidence  of  the  country  ; 
and  if  their  majority  should  happen  to  be  double  that 
number,  you  would  think  it  droll  enough  if  they  were 
entirely  excluded  from  political  influence,  and  if  the  new 
creations  of  peers  and  selections  for  the  Cabinet  should 
all  be  made  from  the  ranks  of  their  opponents.  This 
would  be  absurd  at  home ;  and  yet  it  is  the  height  of 
wisdom  in  the  Colonies.  At  the  time  these  commands 
were  sent  out,  the  party  who  were  pressing  certain  econo- 
mical and  other  reforms  in  Nova  Scotia,  were  repre- 
sented by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  popular 
branch.  The  relative  numbers  have  occasionally  varied 
during  the  past  three  sessions.  At  times,  as  on  the 
recent  division  upon  a  delegation,  the  reformers  have 
numbered  thirty-three  to  eleven,  in  a  House  of  forty-six. 
On  some  questions  the  minority  has  been  larger ;  but 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  may  be  fairly  taken  as  the 
numerical  superiority  on  all  political  questions,  of  the 
reformers  over  their  opponents.  It  will  scarcely  be 
beUeved,  then,  in  England,  that  in  the  new  appoint- 
ments, by  which  a  more  popular  character  was  to  be 
given  to  the  Councils,  six  gentlemen  were  taken  from 
the  minority,  and  but  two  from  the  ranks  of  the  majority. 
So  that  those  who  had  been  thanked  for  making  repre- 
sentations to  the  Queen,  and  who  were  pressing  a  change 
of  policy,  were  all  passed  over  but  two  ;  while  those  who 
had  resisted  and  opposed  every  representation,  were 
honored  by  appointments,  and  plac^  in  situations  to 
render  any  such  change  utterly  hopeless.  The  Execu- 
tive Council,  the  local  cabinet  or  ministry,  therefore,  con- 
tained one  or  two  persons  of  moderate  views,  not  selected 
from  the  House ;  one  from  the  majority,  and  eight  or 
ten  others,  to  render  his  voice  very  like  that  of  the  "  man 
crying  in  the  wilderness."  He  held  his  seat  about  half 
a  year,  and  then  resigned ;  feeling  that  while  he  was 
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of  the  &abmet  or  the  drtribuWon  of""  .*'"'  '*««^™tions 

were  managed  just  as  muoh  in  acenr!)'^        "*«.*'•     '^•""S" 

instruetions  will,  respect  to  fhoT^^""""  """■  'f""  'oyil 

PHck  was  shuffled    t'hoJl^J;^^f'''*'^''^""''"■     ^« 

The  members  of  the  majS  Z^  h^^  "^""il  "'«'  "'"»<'• 

ail  omitted  in  the  new  oraatTnn  J    ^^  T''  '^f"™-  wore 

>oth  from  the  House  anTlevond^r'"'  *""  °"« =  *hil„. 

determined  supporters  of  oldTbi    '  'J"""'  ?^  ""'  '"™' 

'.rnong  them,  a  young  lawyer  who  uT  ^^'^^  •  »"d 

cliivalrous  desire  to  ox>^'J^^l-^^,f^°'«^  «■  most 

graoiouslv  approved  ;a^nTwhorth'°*  ""'  ^"J^'^  «" 
^eal,  hJ,  upon  the  fmal  palskie  of  .f'^L'''  ''^  ""« 
«own,  when  almost  al]  h^TS„  H  '""."^^'^  *"  'ho 

good  Colonial  government    evnn^'^r*  T'^™  »«««  of 
the  Queen  and  the  aSsecTelll^'"  f".  P°°P'«  have 
pohcy  would  wither  aU  hope  L  t^„°V'"'''"^'''«-     Such 
they  did  not  confide  in  the  eS^d^J      ^^''■''  ^ootians.  if 
brethren  within  the  four  sf^    T^^/"'^  J"««oe  of  their 
the  Parliament,   press    anT;      ,^  ^°,  ""^  ''«W«ve  that 
rightly  informed,  ^m  allow  ou?LTir  °  .^^g'^d,   when 
«uch  tricks  before  high  Wen  "n^f  ""'''""•'"  "  ^  P'ay 
a  system  so  absurd    so  ant^R^,v  1°"*  "' *° ''^«  ^der 
every  manly  and  honorable  r.ri"''^'/°  'lestruotive  of 
affairs.    Th^e  HouseTi^  ?"  ,v^'«  °f  T"""  ^  P°«tioa 
ample  deliberation.  deterSd  tA  ^nH  'f ''  '■''^<"*'  ''f'"" 
that  body  as  delegatl  tTp^i     i^"**  '«'°  membere  of 
of  EngUsfhmen  foTtte  p4"f"f'*'.M/'«'°/he  rights 
Lordship's  declaration  teUrme   thJ       ^?™t'y-     Your 
will  be  unsuccessful;  butDatiZ',i^    °°  ""'  P°"*  th«y 
characteristic  of  the  8t^ctt*S^*r'''''P°'i«<"J 
You  ask  me  for  th„  —,  i       wmcn  we  spring. 

it  distinct™e  cSoiSr^^-  ^"^  ^"'•'"»  *»«  stated 
to  govern  ly  the  a^  rflhS^lTH  '""''  ""t  "'""""'ndlS 
of  the  people,  and  a^'  su^portd  ZT  **?'  ?°°fidence 
representative  branch.     Whe™^.^^/  majority  of  the 

but  Of  w^om  the;&nXTSe^l:-t4^ 


I 
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distrust  ?    SuppoHo  thl.rn  Jb«  „f  /i-  population 

.|..™m,  ™ta,„„  ,h."  tela  "f,h"bi".  °v"- 


mmM.si:i^.mBmm 
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tion  of  the  local  Kov1mmcn?i.°M  °*'''"«'°""t™''- 
biiity.     After  a  8tfu«lT  of  thrt^  ""^  '^P"""'" 

either.  The  demtmlfnr  !„  i  /^*"  "*  ''»''«  "ot  got 
made  under  theXreSLntW*^'  "JP*""  ''™"<'h  was 
the  people  would  SS-  -htV  °  T"'^  <'''°^"  by 
from  Jdireot  CoCa  accounflhiT  ^^^"'i^«  «=t«mpt 
occurred  in  the  cSas  fr^^'l'^'y-,  ^"^  ^^at  h^ 
which  the  House  otP^r^ „°^tl^''  "*'"""5'  '"P-gnance 
upon  this  point    and  from  ^^       supposed  to  entertain 

all  ourins(?tuSoks?he  Sest  rt~em*bfc™  '" 

mother  country,  a  remonR!w»  T       .""*  ^  *''°'«  °f  our 
commended  b7CdXZ™    ^^T"''^«  Council,  as  re- 
the  practicabiK  ffis  fehTn"''*.''^  Pf^'^^'*-    I"*" 
the  Colonies  under  one  ^v^™^  %P'?V*  "  ""'°n  °f  «" 
enter ;  that  is  a  disnl?         ?'^"''  ^  ^°  "°'  '"tend  to 
formally  propounded  to  trf"°^T ""?,  *''«"«^«'  it  « 
grayelydi^cuLed  UDon  k«nl    "^'-.^^^'^t^^*'  ^U  be 
Be  union  or  not  X  irinp^l  "'7''  =  ''"*  '"''«*'""  t^ere 
popular  branch  r^ustb^Si^,f,':««P°"?bi'ity  to  the 
without  delay.     It  is  ^e  nn^^  "^^  ',"*°  *]'  **>«  Colonies 
for  an  inveterate  and  t.L^  '"°P'f  ^'^  »afe  remedy 
mockery  to  teuTs  that  Ih7aT^°\^'^-    "  «  •»«■•« 

officials  whom  he  foids^n  ""^"^-''^  ""^  ^^b  the  few 

He  may  flutter  and  struSrnX"nj'''°  '"'  ''"*^«'- 
meaning  Oovemors  have  IS,.  ^,  i  if  ''  ^  *"'"«  ^eU- 
himself  to  his  fate  and  Ht  '  "'  •"*  ?™*  »*  '"*  design 
with  the  nS^owTiiite''^,'^^?;.'^  ^^-^^  «°°te°t 
have  known  a  GovZ^r  bX^  -        ^'^"-    ^ 

shut  out  of  sociX  wUle  C^u-ffT"*^  "^  """^  '^'"'»t 
system  created  Ts usp^L  th»f  t  °"^..^^''**°««  *»  tbe 
victim  ;  but  I  nevrSew  one  w^  ""«'"'  "°^  '^<'°'"«  **« 
intentions,  and  thrfSTonn?Aj^°'  *^^°  "^^  t''^  best 

representative  b^chba^keSTTh""^  "25^°"  °^  *•>« 
Sovereign,  was  able  t^^„*    j^  ™  confidence  of  his 

terms,  KresmiuWo&t-"  ""^^'^^  "''"  '"^ 
Councils,  fiU  the  offic^  and  Tm  1^'^'  "^^  *°™  tJ^e 
government.  The  Z^'  reafnn  ?i  .^^  P°''«"  "^  "^e 
Gk)vemorisamenab£tohi»^  •'  '^"^f^'  '''"''«  tbe 
of  Assembly  STcontroU^  bv T-^'  *"^.*''«  "«•"»«« 
men  are  not  responsi™  ^f  •  *  nT  ."""''l*"''"*''  ^^^ 
and  sustain  each^oth^i!  whet^aiStX^STe* 
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f^Ei    y    "  'ndispensable,  then,  to  the  diBnity    the 

fteshSh'''  T^"'"""^  °'  '^^  GoverTof  hLew! 
as  the  W^    *!?  the  power  to  shake  off  this  thraldom 
TndL^r^'^"  ^°^^  -/unfairly  hampered  by  faction 
^wer^  Giv^Tl-^'V  Po^P'"'  "•^J"^*  "">  balance  o 
pievances  will  soon  become  a  scarce  article  in  the  English 

..J^^-P'- *'*.*''.*'  encircle  the  sun,  warmed  by  ita  heat 

eacVrirtri"Jt*\'!"'«1f'!!i"«  ^°^'^  and TusfaineS 
w  1  "?"*  ''"'  subordinate  career,  by  the  same 
tlZ  unT"  •*«««■     Why  should  this  beautiL  oxar^^e 

whole  stZm^oVn^?  '^""^^  ^«  '""  """"ter  to  t^he 
wnoie  stream  of  British  experience  :  and  seek    for  no 

thritirS  °^  *•'«?«"?''«■  '°  govern  on  one  sWe  o? 
to  worrso  tew'P''''  *^?  ^«^J«verse  of  those  found 
to  work  so  admirably  on  the  other.     The  employment 

IKt  frnm  f  ^  •  ?°''*  ^<'°*'»  '^  then  not  be  more 
west  of  IrZi;?'"^°°'  *''?"  "■"  ""'*•'  »'  S°°t'and  and  the 
be  lost  fhl  f  "^'^  "■■  ^•^'^  y*"™  »«"•  No  time  should 
Xch  we  ,fr  f'*i'"^8'r°8.""  *«  "8ht«  and  guards  to 
r^roarh  thl  'J^^  '•  ^"  •*"P«°''  "P™  i'  the  nearer  we 
KceUen^  P  *?f  .■°™*'y',  *''«  """'^  ^«  «haU  admire 
the^^nw  .^'^*-*""°°'  ?"'*  tl^e  °»°™  intense  will  be 
contemprtoo"v^ot«."'  '"'^  """"^  "«  «""*  '"^  *" 


Lbttee  II. 
T^ZJ^^^'TJ  ^^7^  ''e*^  *'^^  speech  deUyered-by  Your 

principle  of  local  responsibiUty.  Had  Your  Lordshin 
been  more  famUiar  with  the  practical  worldne  of  ThS 
existmg  Colonial  O^nstitutions.W  ^Tth  thVTei  o1 
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and  is  not  the  Sovereign  Ixiund  to  know  and  to  apprim 
the  country  wlien  they  overstep  them  t    What  a  the 
question  at  issue  now  between  Whigs  and  Tories  '(     Is  it 
not,  whether,  according  to  the  spirit  and  practice  of  the 
Constitution,  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  or  had  not  a  right  to 
advise  the  changes  in   Her  Majesty's  household,   upon 
which  ho  insisted,  before  he  would  consent  to  form  an 
administration  ?     Suppose  the  present  Cabinet  were  to 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  out  off  Sir  Robert's  ears,  or  to 
bombard  the  city  of  London,  would  she  obey  ?  or  would 
she  not  say  :  gentlemen,  you  are  exceeding  your  powers, 
and  unices  you  conduct  yourselves  with  more  disoretion, 
you  must  resign  1    It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  there  are 
bounds,   beyond  which,  even  in  the  mother  country, 
neither  the  advisers  nor  the  monarch  can  pass  ;  and 
none  who  seek  Colonial  responsibility  are  so  mad  as  to 
require,  that  corresponding  restrictions  shall  not  be  bind- 
ing here  ;  that  there  shall  not  be  a  limit  beyond  which 
no  Executive  Councillor  can  pass,  and  over  which  no 
representative  of  Majesty  will   consent   to   be  driven. 
These  bounds  must  be  clearly  defined  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  establishes  the  new  system,  or  in  the  in- 
structions sent  to  the  Governors,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Legislatures  ;  and  which  they  may,  if  they  see  fit, 
embody  in  a  bill,  which,  so  long  as  it  exists,  shall  be,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  the  Constitution  of  the  Colony. 
But,  Your  Lordship  says  :— "  The  Governor  is  acting, 
not  in  that  high  and  unassailable  position  in  which  the 
Sovereign  of  this  country  is  placed."    Why  should  he 
not  occupy  a  position  nearly  as  independent ;  and  be 
perfectly  unassailable,  so  long  as  he  does  not  interfere 
(as  the  Sovereign  would  not  dare  to  do)  with  matters  for 
which  others  are  responsible;  nor  allow  himself,  or  his 
Council,    to   overstep   those   boundaries   which   British 
subjects  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  for  the  protection 
of  their  mutual  rights  and  interests,  have  established ; 
and  for  a  jealous  recognition  of  which  he,  in  case  bad 
advice  be  given  him,  is  alone  responsible  ?    The  Queen's 
position  is  unassailable  only  so  long  as  she  does  no  act 
which  the  Constitution  does  not  permit  to  be  done.    The 
Governor,  if  assailed,  would  in  like  manner  turn  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Colony  committed  to  his  care ;  and 
show  that,  on  the  one  hand,  he  had  neither  trenched 
upon  the  rights  essential  to  the  security  of  Colonial 
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'^^''^^:ir'':u%Z^i^T7fy  ^J"'.'^'^  -Sht  which 
it  criminal  to  vielX  '  "  °'  '"P"^''  '"t<"^t.  made 

although  I  admit  it  in  mZh  'j.^'    rooponBi&lity  ; 

Colony.  If  the  Queen  w«r«  7^^  ■  '''S  Governor  of  a 
of  hi/ ear,,  or  omH  Tew  blttlT""'  ^''  ?<"'«"  P""' 
^»»e«/e  or  a  revo&  would  iLfh'  T"  ^'"'°"'  « 
a  Governor,  if  he  con««n?JJ5  .  *  ""'^  ^'^^7 :  but 

British  ma„'ufac?Sr^  Twi^  L°  '".  S"^  '\''''"'  "•»>'  "ut 
8  riendly  state,  coufd  b^  Talked  ^'^^''  ^   "'T  *«  "Pon 
oulty  or  delay  .'and  he^e  I  ^^g^^ '^u""""' 7">?"t  *«- 
certainty  of  inflicting  Puni^hme^L  „«      '  '*."''['>'  »"'' 
would  prevent  their  commisdon    InV^""*'  °'  "■''  «"•' 
oient  guard  to  the  ImperTaHnf^;    f^  "f-""?'"  "  «  «"«- 
ship  seems  so  ^n^o^^yrZt  fi  f^''^  l°"[  ^'-l- 
People  in  a  Colony  m^v  su.t«in   n       ^l  *""'  *•""  'he 
unconstitutional  Jvire!^mrl'^"^e?is''1'h°7  7^°  8'^« 
thing  may  occur  in  Enriand      vZ       f'^"'*'  'he  same 
modification  of  the  Swion^r      "  ^T'  "  P**"*'"' 
but  these  cases  are  not    *  fr^aZt    '' m'""°^>",''*' ■• 
nor  is  there  anv  raiuinr.  »„  t,  i- ^      .    °*  'o  excite  alarm 

demands  is  so  ques^OMWe    ^         ^  ""'"'"^  '"nP'oper 

cro4'ortheT:s'^li^lSrof  JT""^^^^  ^™"'  ^he 
This  passage  suggS  some  r^fl  *,.^«'''«t«p'  of  State." 
my  duty  fespec^Sy  to  Zs  u^n"'V^'^''''T  ^  '•^'  '» 
attention.  Oie  of  the  eviE  of  th^  w-"  ^^'-'Jship's 
rather  haphazard  mode^go~?nf '!i«  ^y^'^'".  or 
system,  is  the  various  re^e,  Ivf^  *''  t''°'^  °'  »" 
laws,  usages,  and  ColoniT^ffl„*^3?  *°  .*''*  ""e^ey  of 
we  are  at  pr^ent  rufed  An°^ 'n'^?-,^''''*'''  ^y  ''hich 
difficulty  of  obtaiiS^g  an  tL^r'^T'  ■""!t™«on  of  the 
which  tLre  can  CLl  ^steke^wMch  h«°'  l"""^'  "'"•"* 
read— may  be  furnished  iZ  I     *     ..  "®  '^''o  runs  may 
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avowi  in  every  luooeeding  edition  of  his  Narrative,  with 
fl-^^   ^""^  '"''   "omplaoency   worthy  of  all   praiiie 
The  rcsponsihility,"  says  Your  Ixjrdnhip,  "  rtalt  on  the 
aecrelary    of    State."     "The    rcHponHibility,"    mvh    Sir 
*-ranow  Head,  in  every  act  of  his  government  and  in 
every   page   of   hii   book,    "  rettt  on  we."     From   the 
moment  of  hiB  entering  into  Upper  Canada,  he  threw 
overboard  ali  the  in»truotionii  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
(who,  according  to  Your  Lordahip,  ought  to  have  been 
obeyed,  for  ho  was  alone  renponaiblo) ;  he  struolt  out  a 
oounie  of  pohoy  entirely  new  ;  commenced  "  putting  the 
padlock  on  the  mind,"  to  be  followed  by  some  hundred* 
of  handcuffij  on  the  wristd,  and  padlocks  on  the  body 
Hi»  language  to  Lord  Glenelg  throughout  was    "uou 
must  support  me,"-"  the  fear  is  that  7  wUl  not  be  sup- 
ported at  the  Colonial  office."    In  fact,  from  first  to  last 
Sir  Francis  gave  instructions  to,  instead  of  receiving  them 
from,   the  Secretary  of  State ;   and  finding  that  Lord 
Uienelg  would  not  permit  him  to  try  bis  experiments  in 
government,  and  combat  the  fiery  dragon  of  democracy 
in  the  bosom  of  a  British  Province,  at  the  cost  of  a  good 
deal  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  the  prospects  of  a  foreign 
war,  without  occasionally  offering  a  little  advice,  the 
worthy  Baronet  resigned ;  and  has  ever  since  been  pub- 
hshing  his  complainto  to  the  world    and  claiming  its 
sympathy     as   a   sufferer   for   conscience-sake,    in    up- 
holdmg  the  only  correct  reading  of  Colonial  Constitu- 
tions, and  which  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Whig 
government  of  which  he  was  a  member,  did  not  under- 
stand.   The  doctors  in  this  case  differed  ;  the  patient 
was  left  prostrate,   mangled,   bleeding  and  exhausted 
listemng  to  their  altercations,  but  suffering  from  every 
gash  made  to'  convince  each  other  at  her  expense  •  and 
^w  wl  t^'j"?'"  recently  ;  when,  beginning  to  suspect 
that  both  had  been  talking  nonsense  and  trying  absurd 
experiments    she  lifted  her  languid  head,  stretehed  out 
her  wounded  hmbs,  and  began  to  fix  her  eyes  upon  the 
only  remedy  by  which  health  could  be  restored. 

Let  us,  in  order  to  convince  ourselves  that  the  oon- 
oliMion  to  which  Upper  Canada  is  coming  after  aU  her 
suffenngs  is  a  sound  one,  examine  the  two  prescriptions 
and  modes  of  treatment ;  and  asoertam  whether  either 
contains  anything  which  ought  to  rescue  it  from  the 
oblivion  that  mvariably  closes  over  the  nostrums  by 
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which  te    V."    w'i  """T'"*""""  «'  tho  nyn't^m  und.? 

e»peeially  when  .t  i.  attended  with  but  littl,  r"k  and 
only  nominal  reBiKinHibilitv  Of  all  tl...  Hri.i.i,  n  i  "  . 
Oovemon,  who  h!v.,  wieldi!;!  thL'  vl'a  thoH  y -^  rm::d 
them«elv™  u,Km  the  poHsenHion  of  thc«e  plenary  ww^rT 

crt^d^.^^"-  ^T'T "'  **«""•  ^•""«*-  'Extracts.  Z7Z: 

cud  to  diHaffection  one  Province  after  another  how 
many  have  \k^„  tried  or  nuninhod  ?     How  manv  Imve 

Wk*fromT  "i""""""'' '""•  "•«  ministry  or^a  cold 
look    from    the    SoverciRn    whose    authority    thev    HaH 

Tne  hl'bJn'""'''.^""'  '"'•''^'"P'  -ho^"h^tori7,ea:^ 
mg  hu  been  much  more  extensive  than  mine,  to  noint 

majonty  in  the  (Emmons  precludes  "he  ZLibUUv  of  » 
vote  of  censur^  being  passe/againnt  him  ;K  tftSL 
under  whom  he  probably  seT^ed,  having  a  majority  in 
the  upper  House,  he  is  perfectly  safe,  solonit  m  he  i^™ 
mits  no  act  so  flagrant  as  to  outrage  t^e  fKm  of  the" 

man  and  woman  in  England,  would  make  it  unsafe  fS^ 
any  parhamentary  combination  to  attempt  to  Prot^ 
«™  i,,-.       -1  fT*"^,'"  during  his  administration    wUt 

t  thini  ?"  ""'""""'  *°  ^  Vindictive,  ;nd  hoping 
better  things  from  a  successor,  of  whom  they  are  ..n 
wm.ng  to  suspect  any  evil,  cease  to  coZafn^ffi^  ^"■ 

^fc  "  't'^r'^  '°  """"^o'  Provincef  ^°h  a  larger 
salary,  to  act  the  same  farce  over  there  •  or  retir™  f^^ll 

Tstd^^of^^  r'''' ''°""*^^l^'°™ -«"  ^^^^^^^^ 
n^.    tl   •  ^^-Go'^emors,  who  live  upon  the  conscious- 
ness of  havTng.  once  within  their  lives  at  least  Sde^ 
powers  withm  a  wide  range  and  over  the  destiTie,  ^ 
many  thousands  of  their  feSow  beings,  such  "n^ver 
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thomM V..H.  th«y  are Mwayn at  l.an'd  to^irfl^theeoSatS 
Your  l"rH  v*'"'".,''PP*"''''  ""'  ■"'"'«  '»  Kngla^cf 

perhaps  for  eight  or  ten  yearH^Zuhourth  '  rad'w '^f-'a 

rh:fc';tra"Kr^^a£^^^^^ 

tM,  princinle  and  exerci"=rg"herpL7e;'"  eVm^^ 

Xar^  nV*     rl'P  '°  """8'""  "'«'•  "ftof  twenty  or  tUtv 

«Ti!!\S  """""^  °";  ""'y'""  of  Liverpool,  fancy  that 
up  to  the  moment  when  the  information  is  conveyed  to 

timel  ShJ""""  *"""■'*  ""^  "■""«  °f  that  eHy  Tevera° 
1.™!.  „  have  some  vague  notion  that  Liveroool  i«  a 
large  commercial  port  in  Enaland  ■  vet  th^T^  -It 

.^uTteT  '^•>''' "-^-  -  whiTside"^:  the'iaLd  tls 
Bituated;  nor  have  the  least  knowledge  of  tsextent 
population,  requirements,  or  re8oi'ic3  fVl  f  r  ' 
"S  Cr Th°^  "^''^^  ofTlnrbitant  .  'tZ^ 
thnSuati^n  n?*.h  "'^i'"'™'^  ''"®"'""*  t'««  to  trace  ou? 
two  £  ff  1  '^^  P'*''^  5P°"  *''«  •"»?.  '■«'^d  a  book  or 
two  about  It,  hear  an  under  secretary  talk  an  hnnr  ^l 

nZef  T''.''*  "«i'h«'  l-e  nor  I  understand  ;receTve  a 
packet  of  mstruotions^f  which  half  a  doz^n  different 
readmgs  may  be  given-and  become  thorourWyT„flated 

world  turns  ;  the  fountain  from  which  its  internal  patron- 

14 
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age  is  to  flow  ;  and  to  which  all,  for  a  long  period  of  years 
must  look  for  social  and  political  ascendancy,  if  they 
have  no  merit ;  and,  if  they  have,  for  a  fair  consideration 
of  their  claims. 

Your  Lordship  will  readily  beUeve,  that  a  man  thus 
whisked  away  from  the  pursuits  which  have  occupied  his 
thoughts  for  years,  and  plunged  into  a  new  scene,  sur- 
rounded by  human  beings,  not  one  of  whose  faces  he 
ever  saw  before  ;  called  to  the  consideration  of  a  thousand 
topics,  with  almost  any  one  of  which  the  assiduous  devo- 
tion of  half  a  life  would  be  required  to  make  him  familiar  ■ 
and  havmg  to  watoh  over  vast  interests,  balance  oon- 
flictmg  claims,  decide  on  the  capacity  of  hundreds,  of 
whose  characters,  talents,  and  influence,  he  is  ignorant  • 
to  All  offices,  of  the  duties  of  which  he  has  not  the  slightest 
conception  ;— that  a  man  so  situated,  must  be  either  very 
vam  or  very  able,  if  he  is  not  appaUed  at  the  extent  of 
the  responsibiUty  he  has  assumed  ;  and  must  be  an  angel 
of  hght  indeed,  if  he  does  not  throw  the  good  city  of 
Liverpool  into  confusion .  This,my  Lord,  is  no  fancy  sketch  ■ 
no  picture,  highly  colored  to  produce  effect,  but  which 
on  close  examination,  an  artist  would  cast  aside  as  out 
of  drawmg  ;  it  is  a  faithful  representation  of  what  occurs 
m  some  British  Colony  almost  every  year. 

But  it  may  be  said,  all  this  is  granted,  and  yet  there  is 
the  Legislature  to  influence  and  instruct.  Liverpool  shall 
BtUl  serve  for  illustration,  and  we  will  presently  see  to 
what  extent  the  representative  branch  operates  on  the 
conduct  of  a  gentleman  who  assumes  the  responsibility, 
and  is  placed  in  the  circumstances  described.  Let  us 
suppose  that  the  city  charter  gives  me  for  my  advisers, 
from  the  moment  I  am  sworn  in,  ten  or  a  dozen  indi- 
viduals,some  of  them  the  heads  of  departments,  enjoying 
large  salaries  and  much  patronage  ;  others,  perhaps,  dis- 
carded members  of  the  popular  branch  ;  and  not  a  few 
selected  by  no  rule  which  the  people  can  clearly  under- 
stand, but  because  they  haptjened  to  flatter  the  vanity 
of  one  or  other  of  my  predecessors,  or  to  be  connected 
vnth  the  families,  or  favorable  to  the  views  or  mtorests 
of  some  of  those  by  whom  they  were  advised.  This  body, 
be  It  observed,  by  usage  never  departed  from,  hold 
their  situations  as  Councillors  for  life ;  the  people  have 
no  control  over  them,  neither  have  I ;  they  are  sworn 
not  to  inform  upon  each  other,  nor  is  it  necessary  that 
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they  should ;  because,  as  I  have  «..nm-^  .u 

bihty,  and  thev  for  f  hoir  „^  •  *  assumed  the  responsi- 

This  bodyf  tC  3  owP»  n  "  i^y.  '•'^  •''*'"«  <">  ™« 
of  I-iverp':;oJ7wh^rofterin  "fa^fc"'  *^-  f'  ^^P'" 
vey  reverse  of  theirs ;  which  7SL.f.H  f'"'"'"'*  *''<' 
and' improper  influence  pa^fCk  the'-°f  "f-^P*' °? 
unmeasured  contemnf  .^^  u  ^  ^  imputation  with 
number  could  byTnv  ^.iwf^^^  u"""^-^^^  "^  ^hose 
their  seats  dLnded  on  ^nn^  i  '^' .  ^^  *''"'  ''°"°^«d  « 
am  compelled^"'e^l,  Tro^dt;  intdTr^thH^  '"V 
mmistration  may  commenrn  fL  °Ju  ***  ™y  a^" 
assistance,  I  am  unable  Tn;«t  '^■''°,"'  '""«  ^^oh 
come;  and  there  s"t  at  ?hefi™f  ^'"«'«, «*«?•  ^hey 
re«p<,7«,We  mayor  who  W»n^^-  "°""'?'  ^°^'^-  '^e 
his  .>e.p<,^irkr4err  who  if  "If  ^°'»  ""^ody.  and 
everything-^nd  they  Ire  sddom  J  T  "^"^  "?*  ^"'^ 
their  neighbors-know  Teiff^^^^**,^''  "'*"•>««  than 

theciti.et,?romtterrenemi^Tht'^*  ^T  "■■?°"*y  "' 
are  quite  aWare  that  for  S  •  f  ^^^  majority ;  and 
that  X  shouU  ^  tau,iht  «  =T  ""*''*'*•  "'  '^  necessary 
the  latter,  and  Xow  myself  ^f?f  P°'''"?-  ^  '^''^Pi^ 

WiU  any  sensible  rnS^^^.tiLX'  rtll^^  ^°T'- 
tions,  opportunitins    nnrj  ^^  "ewmg  the  relative  situa- 

tives  and  frienZ  of  mv  LSf  ''''°°'?  ^''°'"  *•»«  ^"la- 
minority  who  supnort  SL,  1  f^'l  °'  *''°"  *•>«  ""a" 
for  to  that  secS^The  whole  of  ^L^r  "^  P'^fe^'^ent ; 
be  religiously  confoed  and  iM»  "f  ^  patronage  must 
that  I  tcarcely  kno^  or'have  confidl^"'^"'  «° '"r^««''' 
Can  Your  LrdsWp  behWe  f W  ^  ""  anybody  else, 
would  give  satisfSn  to  h:  cfttr '  Wo^.  1  *'"«f 
begm  to  grumble  and  complain  ?  to  warn  ^  *Y  "°' 
and  to  expose  the  macMnsfL!.  T  '  '"remonstrate, 
monopoUste  ?  It  w"^d  b^  °e^''"i'°*"»T'''  °^  t''" 
be  very  strange  Engll^hm^,  IfThey^d^not     ^.r*"? 

as  I  have  assumi^the  Xrr^Sb%%»tr^  = 
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inflated  with  the  consciousness  of  my  extensive  powers  ; 
and,  above  all,  as  I  nm!  taught  by  my  advisers  to  look 
upon  every  complamt  of  the  system  as  a  libel  upon  my 
judgment  and  an  insult  to  my  administration — I  very 
soon  begin  to  dislike  those  who  complain ;  to  speak  and 
write  contemptuously  of  them  in  private  and  in  public  ; 
to  denounce  any  who  have  the  hardihood  to  suggest  that 
some  alterations  are  required,  by  which  the  opinions  and 
rights  of  the  majority  shall  be  respected,  as  men  dangerous 
to  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  disafEected  towards  Her 
Majesty  s  person  and  government ;  until,  in  ftict,  Liver- 
pool becomes  very  Uke  a  town,  in  the  olden  time,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  generally  being  hostile  to  their 
rulers,  the  latter  retire  to  the  citadel,  from  which  they 
project  every  description  of  missile  and  give  every  species 
of  annoyance. 

.  By  and  by  the  time  arrives  for  the  legislative  branches 
of  the  city  government  to  assemble.  One  of  these,  being 
elected  at  short  periods,  imder  a  low  franchise,  which 
includes  the  great  body  of  the  independent  citizens,  may 
be  taken  as  a  fair  reflection  of  all  their  great  interests, 
their  varied  knowledge,  passions,  and  prejudices ;  the 
other  is  a  body  of  life  legidators,  selected  by  my  advisers 
from  among  their  own  relatives  and  friends  ;  with  a  few 
others,  of  a  more  independent  character,  to  save  appear- 
ances ;  but  in  which  they  edways  have  a  majority  of 
faithful  and  determined  partisans.  The  business  com- 
mences ;  the  great  majority  of  members  in  the  repre- 
sentative branch — speaking  the  matured  opinions  of  the 
people — complain  of  the  system,  and  of  the  advisers  it 
has  placed  around  me ;  expressing  the  fullest  confidence 
in  me,  whom  they  cannot  suspect  of  wishing  to  do  them 
harm,  but  asking  my  co-operation  towards  the  introduc- 
tion of  changes  without  which,  they  assure  me,  the  city 
never  can  prosper.  But  my  advisers  having  a  few  of 
their  adherents  also  in  this  body,  they  are  instructed  to 
declare  any  change  unnecessary ;  to  tlu-ow  every  obstruc- 
tion in  the  way  ;  to  bully  and  defame  the  more  conspicuous 
of  those  who  expose  the  evils  of  the  existing  system  ;  and 
to  denounce  them  all  as  a  dangerous  combination,  who, 
with  some  covert  design,  are  pressing,  for  factious  objects, 
a  series  of  frivolous  complaints.  Of  course,  as  the 
minority  speak  the  sentiments  which  I  have  imbibed, 
and  put  themselves  forward  as  my  personal  champions 
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on  all  oooaaons,  they  rise  in  my  esteem  exactly  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  other  party  are  depressed,  until 
they  become  especial  pets;  and,  from  their  ranks  as 
opportunities  occur,  all  vacancies  are  sunplied,  either  in 
the  hst  of  irresponsible  advisers,  who  in  "my  name  carrv 
on  the  government,  or  in  the  number  of  life  legislators, 
who  do  then-  bidding  in  the  upper  branch. 

I  respectfully  beg  Your  Lordship  to  ponder  over  these 
passages,  which  I  assure  you  are  true  to  nature  and  ex- 
penenoe ;  and  ask  yourself,  after  bringing  home  such  a 
state  of  thmgs  to  the  bosom  of  any  British  city,  how  lone 
It  w;ould  be  uncomplainingly  endured  ?  or  how  long  any 
mimstiy,  duly  informed  of  the  facta,  would  wish  it  to 
oontmue  ?    Look  back,  my  Lord,  and  you  will  find  in 
every  rotten  corporation,  swept  away  by  the  immortal 
act  of  which  Your  Lordship  was  one  of  the  ablest  de- 
fenders   a  resemblance  to  our  Colonial  governments  as 
they  at  present  stand,  too  strong  to  be  mistaken  •  and 
let  me  venture  to  hope,  that  the  man  who  did  not'spare 
corruption  so  near  the  national  centre  of  vitaUty  •  who 
did  not  hesitate  to  combat  these  hydra-headed  minorities 
who   swarmmg  over  England,  everywhere  asserted  their 
right  to  govern  the  majorities,  wiU  not  shrink  from  applv- 
ing  his  own  principles— the  great  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution—to  these  more  distant,  but  not  less  important 
portions  of  the  empire. 

Your  Lordship  wiU,  perhaps,  urge  that  Si-  Francis 

Head  succeeded  m  pleasing  the  people  and  getting  the 

majority  on  his  side.    Admitting  the  full  force  which 

the  worthy  Baronet  gives  to  this  case,  it  is,  after  aU 

but  the  exception  to  the  general  rule.    The  true  histor^ 

of  events  in  Upper  Canada,  I  believe  to  have  been  this  : 

A  smaU,  but  desperate  minority  had  determined  on  a 

violent  revolution  ;  this  party  might  have  contained  some 

men  so  wicked,  that  a  love  of  mischief  and  desire  for 

plunder  were  the  governing  principles,  and  others,  moved 

by  attachment  to  repubUcan  institutions ;  but,  smaU  as 

It  was  the  greater  number  of  those  found  in  its  ranks  had 

been  dnven  there  by  the  acts  of  another  equally  small 

a,nd  equally  desperate  minority,  who  had  long  monopo- 

iized,— and,  under  the  present  system,   may  and  will 

monopohze  for  a  century  to  come— the  whole  power  and 

patronage  of  the  government,  dividing  among  them  the 

revenues  of  the  country.    The  great  mass  of  the  people 
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of  Upper  Canada  belonged  to  neither  of  these  bands  of 
desperadoes.    They  were  equally  determined,  with  the 
one,  to  uphold  British  connection  ;  and  as  equally  deter- 
mined, with  the  other,  to  get  rid  of  a  wretched  system 
of  irresponsible  local  administration,  under  the  continu- 
ance of  which  they  well  knew  the  Province  could  never 
prosper.    When  Sir  Francis  Head  arrived,  he  entered  the 
Colony — if  we  are  to  believe  his  own  account  of  the 
matter— almost  as  ignorant  as  my  imaginary  mayor  of 
Jjverpool.    Sir  Francis  admits  his  isnorance,  but  denies 
the  consequences  that  must  be  deduced  from  it:  that 
he  was  led  and  influenced,  in  the  first  acta  of  his  adminis- 
tration, until  the  compact  found  him  ripe  for  their  own 
purposes  and  embroiled  even  with  the  moderate  men  on 
the  other  side.    Then  commenced  that  extraordinary 
flight    of    proclam  uions,    addresses,    and    declamatory 
appeals;  which,  winged  with  the  ready  pen  of  a  pro- 
fessional author,  and  shot  from  the  long  bow  of  the 
family  compact,  created  so  much  false  excitement,  and 
carried  so  much  misrepresentation  into  every  corner  of 
the  Province.    In  these  the  great  question  at  issue  in 
Upper  Canada— which  was  one  between  the  interests  of 
the  family  compact  and  the  principles  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution—was winked  out  of  sight ;  and  the  people,  not 
only  of  that,  but  of  the  surrounding  Colonies,  were  made 
to  believe  that  the'-  were  to  choose  between  British  and 
Republican  instit'  ions  ;  that  Sir  Francis  and  the  family 
compact  (Archd       n  Strachan,  with  the  Clergy  Reserves 
one-seventh  of  tl      "rovince ;  and  Attorney  General  Haj,    ' 
man,  with  the  uurrupt  patronage  and  influence  of  aa 
ministration,  under  their  arms),  represented  the  former  • 
and  Mackenzie,  and  his  band  of  desperadoes,  the  latter! 
Thus  appealed  to,  the  British  population  everywhere  as 
the  cunning  men  at  Sir  Francis'  elbow  weU  knew  they 
would,  said,  with  one  voice  :  If  that  is  the  question,  then 
we  are  for  the  Britiih  Constitution ;  and  hurrah  for  Sir 
Francis  Head !    Mackenzie  was  an  outlaw  in  a  week ; 
his  small  band  of  desperadoes  was  scattered  by  the  energy 
of  the  people,  the  great  mass  of  whom  never  dreamed  of 
breaking  the  connection  with  the  mother  country.    Then 
came  the  period  in  which  the  compact  glorified  them- 
selves and  Sir  Francis  ;  the  fever  of  loyal  excitement,  in 
whicli  the  miserable  minority  of  oflicials— feeling  strong 
in  the  success   of  their  manceuvres,  and  still  stronger 
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in  tho  strength  of  British  thousands  profusely  spent ; 
regiments  of  militia  to  be  officered,  equipped,  and  paid— 
began  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  every  man  who  had 
been  known  to  be  hostile  to  their  monopoly;  and  to 
identify  opinions,  not  more  extreme,  when  thoroughly 
understood,  than  those  held  by  the  most  moderate  section 
of  the  Whigs  in  England,  with  "privy  conspiracy  and 
rebellion."    But  the  period  was  fast  approaching  when 
this  unnatural  excitement  was  to  subside  ;  when  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  British  subjects,  looking  steadily  through 
the  mists  that  had  been  raised  around  them,  were  to  ask 
of  each  other,  Haa  this  case  been  decided  upon  the  true 
issue  ?     Was  that  the  question  !    For  evidence  of  the 
solemnity  with  which  this  inquiry  has  been  put,  and  the 
all-pervading  unanimity  with  which  it  has  been  answered, 
I  refer  Your  Lordship  to  the  meetings  which  have  been 
held  in  every  section  of  the  Province ;  to  the  opinions 
boldly  expressed  by  every  newspaper— with  a  few,  chiefly 
venal  exceptions— printed  in  Upper  Canada  ;  to  the  bold 
and  determined  stand  taken  by  many  of  the  bravest  and 
ablest  men  who  crushed  Mackenzie's  rebellion,  and  beat 
back  the  sympathizers  upon  the  frontier ;  to  the  extra- 
ordinary union  of  Orangemen  and  Catholics,  Methodists, 
Baptists,  Churchmen,  and  Presbyterians  ;  whose  watch- 
words are  British  connection  and  British  responsibility, 
and  down  with  the  compact,  and  the  absurd  idea  cherished 
by  Sir  Francis  Head,  of  a  government  in  which  the  whole 
responsibility  rests  upon  the  Governor.     If  Your  Lord- 
ship doubts  the  utter  explosion  of  your  theory,  even  in 
this  Province,  where,  for  a  time,  I  admit,  it  seemed  to 
flourish,  the  approaching  general  elections  will  furnish 
evidence  enough  :  and  even  Sir  Francis,  if  he  were  to 
come  out  again  with  another  sheaf  of  proclamations  and 
addresses,  and  preach  this  unitarian  doctrine  of  responsi- 
bility, would   no  longer  be  listened  to  by  the  Upper 
Canadians,  who  have  embraced  a  higher  and  purer  faith. 
Having,  as  I  conceive,  then,  shown  Your  Lordship  that 
the  idea  of  a  Colony  in  which  nobody  is  responsible  but 
the  Governor,  while  his  responsibility  is  only  nominal, 
however  delightful  if  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  have  been  or  hope  to  be  Governors,  is  one  that  never 
can  be  a  favorite  with  the  Colonists,  and  has  been  re- 
pudiated and  rejected  by  those  of  them  among  whom, 
for  a  limited  period,  and  under  a  system  of  delusion,  it 
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seemed  to  flourish ;  let  me  turn  Your  Lord«hip'e  atten 

a  fair  share  of  mfluenoe*^irhi  IS  „1t»^A.'«^''"'°j°y 
W  and  his  influence  afmor^™  "^^^^d^/  -"^J« 

lawyer  iuTC  sknctio^  'wZeTl^'  ^"^"  ^  ? 
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S;i!irn?^i  ^"^.^^  ""  "ytifioation.  in  which  the 
ImJ^  of  the  system  Me  involved  ;  while  the  other 
half  are  applicanta  for  offices,  which,  under  a  svstem  of 
local  responsibiUty,  would  be  filled  ip,  m  a?e  the  dvic 
offices  m  Manchester  and  Glasgow,  by  the  party  u^n 

Teuea.  Adopt  Ix)rd  Durham's  principle,  and,  above  all 
S^nn^i,T''-^°,"y  *  ^«"  defined  CoMtitutfon^ 
X^•  ''*.fT'"P'^  '"•^  embodied  in  a  biU,  Wd  ^ 
office      yn^  become  a  desert.    The  scores  o?  worthy 

tm^il  11?  *^®  system,  and  sincerely  laboring  to 
wo^d  h«  wV  "°^  daily  lingering  i„  the  ante^ms! 
would  be  better  employed  efsewhere,  in  adominiTMid 
improving  the  noble  countries  which  eave  tlZT  W^ 
an5  whose  freedom  they  are  laboring  tle^LbSsh-  wMe 
at  le^t  an  equal  number  of  cunning'' knaves  who^^^v 
e^and  is  to  seek  a  share  of  the  plmider,  h.^  much  better 
be  transferred  to  the  open  arenas  to  which,  unC  a  system 
of  responsibUity,  public  honors  and  official  emoK^ 

S^  i'brshom^"*/"*'"  ^  °®'"'  °'  CoSZ" 
Miy^  would  be  shorn  of  much  power,  which,  however 

unwisely  exercised,  it  is  always  delightful  to  possis    tZ 

dim  but  majestic  forms  of  iuthority  whi^h'^nT  overt 

shadow  half  the  world,  would  be  chi^tened  into  reZn 

able  compass;   with   boundaries,   -f  less  imnosinaTn^ 

c&7eZed  '  ^  ^"^^'^  PU^oses  moHrfe  ^d 
clearly  defined.  Nor  would  under  secretaries  an5  cleTto 
have  so  many  anxious  and  often  fawning  visitors  soUoT 
mg  their  patronage,  listening  to  their  twldX  wonde^g 
at  their  ignorance,  and  yet  struggling  with  each  S 
tJ\""  'f^^^  ^^  •°°'''«'  oo5Str/wZld.  H  is  teue 
mZhfL"^  ^^°^'^  grievances  ;  ParLment  wou^d  ^"^e 
much  time  now  devoted  to  Colonial  questions  •  Md  thfi 
p«,ple  of  England  would  now  and  then  save  a  fe^  SuioM 
sterlmg,  which  are  required  to  keep  up  the  existingTvstem 
by  force  of  arms.  But  these  are  sm^l  matters  coZar^ 
with  the  dignity  of  a  Secretary  of  State  "'""Pa'-ed 

r«»H?n^'  *f  '  T  ^*'^-  y°"  ^»^«  *e  reason  why  your 
^f^l^l  °7  9°'"*'t"«°°«  i8  the  favorite  one  in  DoZ 
SLlHr  V  ^i""  f !'  """'  ''''«tJ»«'  it  «  more  or  1^ 
favorable  to  rational  freedom  and  good  gov^rmnent^ 
the  Colomes,  than  that  advocated  by  Sir  R^ndrnld 
Your  authonty  and  that  of  Lord  G^elg  T^^  ^7t 
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ouppose  that  this  gentleman  in  the  distance  possessffla 
^to  STwa^^'h^  ^PorUnt  ordinance  by  XcT  thTdty 
«,J^    K    t      ^i  ^^^^^  and  improved— by  which  dooka 

no   form  of  government  could  weU   be "Tmore 
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ridioulou.  than  thu;  that  under  ■uoh  no  Brittah  city 
could  be  expected  to  prosper ;  and  that  with  it  no  body 
^W™  ^' u  ^  '  «ubject9,  within  the  British  island*  them- 
Belres,  would  ever  be  content.  Yet  this,  my  Lord,  is  an 
muBtration  of  your  own  theory;  this  is  the  stSi  pro" 
pounded  by  Lord  Normanby,'  as  the  best  tVe  pre^nt 
cabinet  can  devise.     And  may  I  not  respectfully  dem3 

Tr^^h?"*"''  f  •''^~'"  "  N"^"  ^-^«'''  any  more  than  ^eii 
brethren  in  Liverpoo  ,  should  be  expected  to  prosper  ot 
be  contented  under  it ;  when  exper^nce  has  ora-dno^ 
™Z'^*'  V'  "^''*™,^'y  ^"ffioient  and  decept"™ 
puniant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  they  revere, 
and  but  a  poor  return  for  the  steady  loyalty  wljch  their 
forefathers  and  themselves  have  maintaW  on  aU  o^T 

01011s    T 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the  Colonial  Constitution 
as  mterpreted  V  Your  Lordship,  is.  that  it  removes  from 
fll  thrh?r''*7  descnption  of  responsibility,  and  leaves 
all  the  higher  functionaries  at  liberty  to  la>  every  kind 

Governor,  if  the  Colonists  complain,  shrugs  his  shoulders 

SfstS^t-  l^\t  ^'"  ^^P'"'"  *«  'l'ffi'=^'y  in  Ws  next 
dispatph,  but  m  the  mean  time  his  orders  must  be  obeyed. 
The  Executive  CounoUlors,  who  under  no  circumstances 
are  responsible  for  anything,  often  lead  the  way  in  o^ 
c«ntrating  the  ire  of  the  people  upon  the  Colom^al  Secre- 
tary, who  18  the  only  person  they  admit  their  right  to 
blame.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  them,  in  Nova 
Scotia,  sneermg  at  him  in  public  debate  ;  and  in  Canada 
they  are  accused  of  standing  by  while  Lords  Glenelg  and 
Melbourne  were  hanged  in  effigy,  and  burned  S  Zt 
^f^/  «°«°'^ag'ng  the  populace  to  pay  this  mark  of 
respect  to  men,  who,  if  Your  Lordship's  theory  is  to  be 
enforced  these  persons,  at  aU  events,  should  hive  the 
decency  to  pardon,  if  they  cannot  always  defend 

I  trust,  my  Lord,  that  in  this  letter  I  have  shown  you 
that  in  contemplating  a  well-defined  and  limited  degre^ 

^'^^r'^^'%t°  *"**  *°  Executive  CouncUlors  ta 
North  America,  I  have  more  strictly  followed  the  analogies 
to  be  drawn  from  the  Constitution,  than  has  Your  Ldr^ 
ship,  in  supposing  that  those  officers  would  necessarily 
overstep  aU  bounds ;  that,  in  divesting  the  Governor  o^ 
a  vague  and  deceptive  description  of  responsibility,  which 
»  Colonial  Seoretsry  in  tho  early  part  of  1889. 
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!^  f.!!!l*M°T^l*'"'  •;'  »  P*"^'°"  °'  authority  w-hioh  it 
a  impoMiWe  for  him  wisely  to  exercine,  and  yet  holdinii 
Jum  to  Moount  for  what  does  faU  within  the  scope  of  hU 
oharaoter  aa  Her  Majesty',  repro«entative-the  constitu- 
tional analogy  la  still  preserved,  his  dignity  left  unim- 
paired   and  the  difHcufUes  of  his  positfon  removjd     I 
trust  also  that  I  have  proved  to  Your  Lordship  that  the 
tolomal  Constitutions,  as  they  at  present  stand,  are  but 
«  medlev  of  uncertainty  and  confusion;  that  those  bv 
n^°?  *i  y  f*  administered  do  not  understand  them  ; 
and  lastly,  that  whether  Sir  Francis  Head's  interpreta- 
tion or  your  own  be  adopted,  neither  offer  security  for 
good  government :  the  contest  between  them  merely  in- 
volving a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  who  is  to  wield 
powers  that  neither  governors  nor  secretaries  can  use- 
fully assume    and  which  of  these  officers  is  nominally 
to  bear  the  blame  of  blunders  that  both  are  certain  to 
commit. 


LETTER  III. 

My  Lord,— Tie  next  passage  of  the  speech  of  the 
M  ot  June,  which  I  am  bound  to  notice,  is  that  in  which 
you  say : — 

"The  Governor  might  ask  the  Executive  CouncU  to 
propose  a  certam  measure.  They  might  say  they  could 
not  propose  It  unless  the  members  rfthe  House  of  As- 
sembly would  adopt  it,  but  the  Governor  might  reply 
that  he  had  received  instructions  from  home  command- 
ing him  to  propose  that  measure.  How,  in  that  case  is 
he  to  proceed  1  Either  one  power  or  the  other  must'be 
set  aside  either  the  Governor  or  the  House  of  Assembly  ■ 
or  else  the  Governor  must  become  a  mere  cypher  in  the 
hands  of  the  Assembly,  and  not  attempt  to  carry  into 
effect  the  measures  which  he  is  commanefed  by  the  home 
government  to  do."  ■' 

This  objection  is  based  upon  the  assumption,  that  the 
interests  of  the  mother  country  and  those  of  the  Colonies 
aj-e  not  the  same ;  that  they  must  be  oontlnuaUy  in  a 
state  of  conflict ;  and  that  there  must  be  some  course  of 
pohoy  necessary  for  the  Imperial  government  to  enforce, 
tne  reasons  for  which  cannot  be  understood  in  the  Colonies 
nor  Its  necessity  recognized.     This  may  have  been  the 
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cue  formerly  in  the  West  Indies,  where  the  conflict  wu 
one  between  the  idea*  engendered  by  a  state  of  slavery 
and  a  state  of  freedom  ;  but  it  is  not  true  of  the  Nortn 
American  Provinces,  to  the  condition  and  claims  of  which 
my  observations  are  chiefly  confined.     Of  all  the  Ques- 
tions which  have  agitated  or  are  likely  to  agitate  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  or  Prince  Edward  Island,  how 
few,  when  rightly  understood,  can  be  said  to  involve  any 
Imperial  interest ;  or  trench  upon  any  principle  dear  to 
our  brethren  at  home,  or  the  concession  of  which  could 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  Empire  ?     Have  any  of  these 
Colonies  claimed  a  right  to  r^ulate  the  foreign  trade  or 
foreupt  policy  of  the  Empire  ?     Have  they  ever  inter- 
fered, except  to  carry  out  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
fovemment,  with  any  of  the  military  or  naval  operations  ? 
lave  they  exposed  a  grievance,  the  continued  existence 
of  which  IS  indispensable  to  the  well-being  of  the  British 
Islands ;  or  demanded  a  right,  the  concession  of  which 
would  not  be  serviceable  to  themselves,  without  doing 
the  least  injury  to  the  people  of  Britain  1    For  what 
have  they  asked  ?    For  the  control  of  their  own  revenues, 
and  the  means  of  influencing  the  appointment  and  acts 
of  the  men  who  are  to  dispense  them ;  and  who  are, 
besides,  to  distribute  hundreds  of  petty  offices,  and  dis- 
charge functions  manifold  and  various  within  the  Colony 
itself.    The  people  of  England  have  no  knowledge  of 
these  matters,  nor  any  interest  in  them,  to  give  them 
the  right  to  interfere.    Interference  does  much  mischief 
to  the  Colonists,  and  can  do  no  good  to  their  brethren 
across  the  water.    If  British  statesmen  would  let  these 
things  alone — and  it  is  over  these  only  that  we  claim  to 
enforce  responsibility — and  confine  themselves  to  those 
general  arrangements   affecting   the   whole   Empire,   of 
which  we  admit  them  to  be  the  best  judges,  and  in  the 
conduct  of  which  we  never  asked  to  take  a  part,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  conceive  how  such  a  case  could  arise  as 
that  supposed  by  Your  Lordship  ;  or  how  the  Governor 
could  be  charged  with  "  a  mea.suro  which  his  Executive 
Council  would  not  dare  to  propose."    Admitting  that 
there  might  be  some  subjects  requiring  discussion  in  the 
Provinces,  but  which  the  Colonists  were  not  prepared  to 
adopt,  surely  an  Executive  Councillor  could  be  got,  even 
if  he  were  opposed  to  the  views  of  ministers,  to  submit 
the  measure  and  explain  those  views  to  the  popular 
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&t  «'aftt"^  ""'  ""  "°P«"  '""*"°»*'  ■•  -  '"« 

.K^^?"fl""'°"  *'  ^^^"^  ™y  ">'nd  •'rive.,  tlien   after 

.ubi^'i.  hl!tH"th'''3\',  "'"i'^"  *°  "■'-  b^nrof  the 
m.nr.~  ;  1  "  '^«. '•"«<»  «ndr«.pon«il.iliti«i  of  govern- 
S  r:,*"r^  and  judidouHly  divided  between  tYe  Im- 
perial and  a.lf)nial  authoritieii,  no  nuoh  cam  aa  that 
«.umed  by  Your  Lordnhip  o«i  occur  ;  and  Tit  Should 
jiurely  the  good  aenjo  of  afi  parti™  concern;!  mLw"ely 

whetW  li  """V  '".Your  Lordahip  to  inquire, 

whether  the  very  evil  anticipated,  aa  an  insuncrable 
objccfpn   to   the  new   «v,tem^  do«;   not  diS  and 

forT«riJ^r"'^'°"'u'".V?P'''  ""<!  ^^"^  Canada  doing 
for  a  aenes  of  years  but  ''propoRing  certain  measures  ^ 

^se  .«  ^""7  '^^•^**^  ^y  thrpopSlar  branch  ?  Whit 
else  are  thev  about  now  in  Newfoundland  ?  What  but 
this  were  tfiev  doing  in  New  Brunswiclc.  down  to  the 
ah  thl  ^^  ^'"^'^^'^  Campbell's  administraTtonI  In 
the  fc,^'"""'^  fu'*"**  "'  '""""«'"  ''°""!°n  between 
n„  ^Tir  ""?  ""'  P°P"'"'  branch,  which  could  by 
no  possibility  arise   under  the  system   I   conternolate 

f^^u  "?."'''  ^  '"'■■'y  taken  into  account.  If  it  be  safd 
hat  the  Councillors  now  do  not  refuse  to  propose  m^^ 
I  answer.  But  if  the  Legislatures  invariabirreject  thl^' 
does  government  gain  anything,  or  is  public  busS 
advanced  by  the  system  ?  "^What  a  figure  did  t\eEx3! 
who  h"'  ""Jr"  ^°*''''  ^  '«38.  when  the  (Si^^^Zr 
who  brought  down  from  the  Governor  a  Kravrnronoai- 
tion,  led  the  opposition  against  it?«  AiS  how  °t^d 
things  m  this  Province  now  ?  Are  not  aU  the  C^unciUore 
l^ekot. ons  from  a  lean  minority  of  the  commonsf  "n  wUch 
^t  i?TntT"^  ^^"1  t^^^-^tes  in  a  vote  if  impM 
w^t  of  confidence  m  them  ;  and  where  the  Governor 
they  surround  has,  on  several  occasions,  only  been  8a™<^ 
from  an  insulting  vote  of  censure,  by 'the  g<^  temS 
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and  moderation  of  the  msjority  ?  Thia  ia  a,  atatc  of 
thing*  too  ridiculoua  to  b«  long  continued.  To  mo  it 
aeema  oaBcntial  that  Her  Majesty,  in  every  a)lony,  ahould 
be  represented  by  an  Executive  Hot  only  witling  "  to 
attempt"  but  "able  to  carry"  any  meaaurea  that  it 
may  be  neoeaaary  to  propoae. 

The  next  objection  taken  by   Your  Ixirdahip  to  the 

introduction  of  I'rovincial  reaponaibilitv,  one  eminently 

calculated  to  have  weight  with  the  body  you  addreaaed, 

and  to  alarm  the  timid  everywhere,  was  drawn  from  an 

opplioation  of  the  principle,  to  the  manogement  of  foreign 

ttUaira.     "  If,"  aaya  Your  Lordship,   "  the  Aaaembly  of 

New  Brunawick  had  Ijeen  disposed  to  carry  the  point  in 

diapute  with  the  North  American  Stotes  lioHtilely,»  and 

the  Executive  Council  had  bi'cn  disirased  to  aidf  them, 

in  my  opinion  the  Oovemor  must  have  said  that  big  duty 

to  the  crown  of  this  country,  and  the  general  instructions 

which  he  hod  received  from  the  minister  of  the  crown, 

did  not  permit  him  to  take  that  course,  and,  therefore] 

he  could  not  agree  with  .he  Executive  Council  to  carry 

into  effect  the  wish  of  the  Aaaembly.    That  is  allowed. 

Doea  not,  then,  its  very  exception  destroy  the  analogy 

you  wish  to  draw,  when,  upon  ao  important  a  point  aa 

that  of  foreign  affairs,  it  cannot  l)e  sustained  1       Your 

Lordahip,  in  deUvering  this  passage,  of  course  waa  not 

aware  that,  without  the  alterotion  of  a  aingle  syllable, 

you  answered  the  very  objection  that  yourself  had  raised! 

If  the  Executive  Council  of  New  Brunswick  advised  Sir 

John  Harvey  to  declare  war  upon  the  State  of  Maine, 

"  he  must  have  said  that  his  duty  to  the  crown,  and  his 

inatniotions,  did  not  permit  him  to  take  that  course." 

Most  certainly  he  would,  if  a  measure  ao  ridiculous  had 

been  attempted  in  New  Brunswick,  which  nobody   whu 

knowa  anything  of  that  Province,  could  for  a  moment 

imagine.    I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  ten  men  in  it 

certainly  there  are  not  fifty  in  all  the  lower  Provinces 

put  together,  who  do  not  know  that  the  sovereign  alone 

»  In  1889  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  wore  on  the  verge 

of  war  over  territory  in  dispute  between  New  Brunswicli  and  Maine. 

Uovemor  Fairfield  of  Maine  sent  into  the  disputed  district  1,800  of  the 

State  mihtia,  and  called  out  10,000  more.    On  hearing  of  this    the 

liOgislaturo  of  Nova  Scotia  uuanuiiously  and  with  tumultuous  cheering 

placed  £100,000  and  all  their  militia  at  the  service  of  the  threatened 

provmoe.    War  was,  however,  averted,  and  in  1842  the  territorv  was 

partitioned  by  what  ia  known  aa  The  Ashburton  Treaty.    (Bee  p  289  ) 


j^^.=.mijsi*' 
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CouncJ.  and  upon  which  Her  Majesty's  LyemnientW 
h<ul  no  opportunity  to  decide.  Sup^sl,  S  ParuT 
f^!  M^  grafting  a  charter  to  HuU,  itwa^  oWe°ted  that 

Englishmen  or^^i  ^'°^?St*^?. ''^  W^^^  °' 
taktn  for  grantedlh^tl^t^l  n^Lfc  L'ot'l^^bi^ 
Md  opinions,  our  education  and  trai^g,  our  cap^itv 
to  discern  the  boundaries  of  authoritv^fnd Th»t  f^t^ 
fore  U  would  be  unsafe  to  depend  upTn  o-S-^^wVeler' 

to  make  assurance  doubly  sure  "  nnf  «  X.,=  ™^  ^? 

T^u^  rr^  ^  p/nd7e'of'';^;;,Su;"ro  ^f^: 

as  relates  to  domestic  affairs,  and  by  which  all  si.nh 
te"*  Councillors  shall  be'expressl^  retrained 

anl^x^^rf-*"'  ??'"'  T™  *"■  ^«"  not  thus  defeed,  that 
any  Executive  CounoU,  merely  because  they  were  re- 
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against  them  A»  fh.  n  ^  *''^  adjominK  Provinces 
3^«i  ™  Governor's  order  to  the  Colonels 

brfore?tfn.rT''"*"8u"'«  *^'«»  '«  in<S'pe^ab^ 

_^f fi^^^r  oXK,,— K^-  ^- .^ave^^een 
^d':fX'E4t\i;°'"r"*"","°"'^  haveXoked  to  the 
aU  the  mjitary  munitions  and  stores  were  denositS^^n 

pnvate  war  has  only  been  once  asserted    by  I  sinje 

^  ^ver"tran't^if" -^  •?"*T'  '""^  *"-  wL'sc^Zd 
subWts  will  ™v  f  '  '  '*  ^^  ''^  supposed  that  British 
suDjects  will  pay  less  respect  to  the  authoritv  of  thpir 

PrSnu"  '°  ''^''"''"<'*"  ^-"""-"^  '"  'ha^  of  th:S 

IS 
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There  is  one  bare  posBibUity,  which  Your  Lordship  has 
not  suggested,  in  opposition  to  the  new  system,  and  vet 
It  IS  scarcely  more  ndioulous  than  some  that  have  been 
urged;  that  the  Colonial  Councillors  might  claim  the 
control  of  the  squadron  upon  the  North  American  coast 
as  well  as  of  the  land  forces,  in  their  anxiety  to  engaBe 
m  foreign  wars  The  danger  in  this  case  would  be  n^y 
as  great  as  in  the  other  ;  for,  in  modem  warfare,  a  fleet  is 
nearly  aa  necessary  as  an  army;  and  yet,  it  is  certain 
that  the  Admiral  upon  the  station  would  know  how  to 
treat  such  a  claim,  should  it  be  preferred  by  a  CounoU 
who,  in  the  wanton  exercise  of  authority,  were  disposed 
to  transgress  itll  bounds  ? 

The  next  objection  which  I  am  bound  to  notice  is 
thus  given  in  the  report :— "  Let  us  suppose  that  an 
officer  of  the  militia  in  Upper  Canada,  after  an  action 
was  to  order  that  the  persons  taken  in  that  action  should 
be  put  to  death  on  the  field.  I  can  conceive  it  possible 
in  a  state  of  exasperation  and  conflict  with  the  people  of 
the  neighbormg  States,  that  the  Assembly  might  applaud 
that  conduct,  and  might  require  that  it  should  be  the 
rule  and  not  the  -jxception,— that  all  invaders  of  their 
temtory  should  be  treated  in  that  manner,  and  that  the 
parties  should  be  put  to  death  without  trial.  Supposing 
that  to  be  the  case  ;  could  the  government  of  this  country 
adopt  such  a  rule  ?  Could  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  sanction  such  a  rule,  and  not  decide  as  my 
honorable  fnend,  the  under  secretary  has  done,  that  the 
practice  would  meet  with  his  decided  reprehension  ?" 

Now,  my  Lord,  admitting  that  such  a  case  might  occur 
once  in  half  a  century,  under  the  new  system,  let  me 
11"^^']^  ,  t"^  Lordship  that  it  has  already  occurred  under 
the  old.'  If  it  IS  to  have  any  weight,  the  fact  of  its  occur- 
rence m  a  l^ovince  in  which  the  Executive  Oouncil  is 
iraesponsible  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  in  the  exercise 
of  his  full  powers,  makes  in  favor  of  my  argument ;  while 
1  have  a  nght  to  deny,  until  proof  is  furnished,  that  it 
could  occur,  if  matters  were  more  wisely  ordered  and  a 
more  rational  system  established,  by  which  aU  tempta- 
tions to  foreigners  to  make  inroads  into  British  Provinces 
speculating  upon  the  disaffection  of  the  people,  would 
be  removed.  But,  my  Lord,  life  ha«  been  taken  under 
your  system— " death  "  has  been  inflicted  "without 
'  For  the  oirotiimtanoes  referred  to,  see  Kingsford,  op.  cit.,  %.  498. 


Ji-^  :-mKmXBm  k^tk 


THE  TWO  SYSTEMS  CONTRASTED         227 

Then  why  nol?  sLdIv  T  "  ^""lioated  ?  No  -J 
beautiful  mode  of  SmLtT"""'  >*'"'"'«  y°"^ 
Btate  of  things  in  a  bS^^I-  *^  produced  such  a 
of  the  Queen  d^e  not  briL^hr"''^'  ^'l**  '^«  °^«ters 
high  offence  to  trial  u"dfr  a  .Z""  "^^^^'^  ^'^  tf^« 
by  which  the  populatLT  were^  efTt^^  responsibility, 
domestic  affairs,  I  hold  thai  n!,  u  ^-  ^^nage  their 
would  be  likely  to  occur  and  ?kT-^  elation  of  law 
tionwouldbea^safe  and^u^haen  i  "  f^'  '"^^'^S- 
a  cnme  had  been  comn^tE  SiddteeToT^''*''°"8'' 

I  have  thus  disposed,  mv  Lord  olTv,  '  °'^^,?""*y- 
tions  I  and,  aa  I  ha^  lefi  H^r  Stv  anH  r^'*"^  1""^- 
tives  in  full  command  of  the  wmv  ^-^nH  ''«"«Presenta- 
miUtia  force  of  British  Amerlcra^^^jy-  ""^  V^^ 
claim  of  the  Colonists  to  Sere^th  f  ^'^''^"^  "° 
and  diplomatic  arrangements  -ffLr  ^^J^'^  *'"«'"i«s 
large;  I  think,  if  peace  h«n^*  °"°?  *^«  «'npiw  at 
Btates.  the  puiishrent  for  ^ff  "'«"'t»in«d  with  foreign 
not  awardecf  ^e  bTame  wffl  1?""'/*^"^  '"'""''y  be 
Councillors,  who  ar^x^^cise  notrrn*.'''"  ^'^^"""^^ 
matters,  and  cannot  be  resp^  1-^3^^^^  & 

ou^f;or^iral*:nT^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^n^d^lSX;d"t1ja5rL*^^^^^^^^  '"S 

mother  countrK^rCanada^nd  a 'r'.'i  '""^'^  ^""^  **>« 
then  can  you  adopt  a  prtn^;!*^^  "'''''''.■"J?"*'^-  »«" 
exceptions  are  to  be  made  ?  »  "*  "'"''''  «"<'*»  'area 
would  be  continualiv  nnThl  i,  /°"  "^^"^  *°  ^o  so,  you 
fliot ;  the  AssemblvLd  the  E°^^^^  °^  ^'P^^  "^"d'c^on 
requiring  a  certafn  courae  t^  h„  "'  °"  *>  °"«  '''"«', 
Governor,  on  the  other  hand^  woulHr'''  *^"^  *''« 
declarmg  that  it  was  a  oouZ  L  .f  1 1^  *'  constantly 
that,  instead  of  furnUhinBrnawLf!''  ""'  ""^^Pt ;  «^ 
in  these  Provinces?  you^woulWaTn"' ''"'^  ^*^^ 
for  dispute  and  discontentTf  vo,  ^^""^''g  new  matter 
supposed  analogy  ■>  Now  mllJ^,  ^  f  ^  "P°"  '^s 
to  state,  that  you  may  tal'e  frL       '  ^  *"^'  '*  "^y  <l"ty 

lf>~2  ' 
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iirformed  as  to  tho  degree  of  authority  in  matters  of  trade 
which,  for  the  good  of  the  whole  empire  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  advantages  in  which  all  are  to  participate  it 
18  necessary  to  confide  to  the  care  of  the  Sovereign  and 
the  wisdom  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.    The  great  cor- 
porations of  London,  of  Bristol,  and  of  Uverpool,  do  not 
presumi    '..  interfere  with  these,  except  by  petition  and 
remonstrance,  neither  do  we.    Each  of  these  cities  has 
the  nght  to  levy  small  duties  within  their  own  limite  for 
matters  of  internal  regulation,  or  to  aid  pubUc  improve- 
ments ;  and  these  rights  they  exercise,  in  common  with 
us,  when  they  do  not  contravene  any  British  statutes 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  tlie  trade  of  the  empire 
But  if  it  can  be  shown  that  a  law  bears  unequally  upon 
London  or  Halifax,  and  that  a  flagrant  case  of  hardship 
exists  ;  or  if  the  industry  of  any  portion  of  the  people, 
either  m  England  or  the  Colonies,  is  taxed,  while  no 
corresponding  advantage  is  reaped  by  any  other  portion  ; 
or  that,  if  reaped,  it  is  an  unfair  and  illegitimate  ad- 
vantage—an appeal  is  made  to  ParUament.    We  have 
lutherto  been  contented,  although  not  directly  repre- 
sented m  that  Assembly,  to  abide  the  result  of  that  appeal  • 
or  to  pass  bills,  taking  our  chance  of  their  being  assented 
to  in  England.     The  same  thing  would  occur,  even  if  the 
Executive  Council  was  responsible  ;  for,  upon  this  point 
there  IS  no  part  of  our  population  prepared  to  set  up 
absurd  or  urational  claims.     If  Parliament  should  under- 
take to  legislate  directly  against  our  interests ;  to  cut 
up  our  commerce,  and  prevent  the  growth  of  domestic 
industry;  and,   after  fair  notice  and  ample  proof  of 
mjuiy,  were  to  persist  in  such  a  course ;  why  then  a 
state  of  things  would  arise,  which  similar  policy  produced 
elsewhere,  in  other  times,  and  upon  the  results  of  which 
either  responsible  or  inesponsible  Councils  could  exercise 
but  httle  influence.    But,  as  political  economiste  at  home 
are  every  day  becoming  convinced  that  the  more  liberty 
they  afford  to  the  Colonist  to  conduct  his  commercial 
operations  the  greater  lill  be  his  demand   for   British 
manufactures  ;  and  as,  under  the  guidance  of  this  en- 
lightened policy,  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation  are 
annually  becoming  less  restrictive,  it  is  not  probable  that 
ji      **'  ^^^''^  ^^'■^  never  insuperable,  will  all  of  a 
sudden  admit  of  no  rational  remedy ;  or  that  the  boun- 
daries of  Colonial  and  Imperial  authority,  now  so  well 
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understood    and  the  recognition  of  wliioh  is  so  easily 

«  r«  P  r"-  ?"*"  '"'  •"•¥  '»  1»«^"°"  °"  either  Zl 
th«!^aS  "'  ■'^"^'^'u  "8*'t«  *hicli  do  not  belong  to 
them,  and  oersist  in  their  contumacy,  disturbing  solemn 
trcafes  and  setting  acte  of  Parliament  at  naught ;  why 
l^Ztt^^  have  broken  the  social  compact,  it  is  a  ckse  of 
rebellion,  and  they  must  be  put  down 

of  ilTlf^Vf^"""  i^^  difficiJty  to  practice,  for  the  purpose 
of  lUuatration.    Suppose  that  both  branches  of  the  ligis- 

RriHfhT'  %  Tu  ^y  "'J''''"!'  *  ^«*^y  'i"ty  «  'a'd  upon 
British  broadcloths  and  those  from  the  United  States 
are  admitted  duty  free  ;  and  that  the  Executive  Council 
«!l^f  f  «P™«ble  advise  the  Lieutenant  Governor  t<^ 
assent  to  it.  Such  an  absurd  piece  of  bad  faith  as  this 
cou^^d  never  be  attempted  in  the  Lower  Provinces ;  for 

w?^h  ?hf  P„""°"  iT"^*^  "^''.'"'  '*"<'**°°  »ny  interference 
Tw  ^^  *t  Tn  \*^?-n°'. '"tended  to  remedy  abuses,  or 
that  struck  at  Colonial,  without  promoting  British  pros- 
fZl:,"""  r""'*^  any  changes  be  popular  which  violated 
the  fraternal  comity  by  which  British  subjects  every- 
where  are  bound  to  encourage  and  protect  each  other. 
But  I  have  supposed  the  law  passed  and  presented.  The 
Governor  would  sav  in  this  case,  as  he  now  invariably 
says— as  Your  Lordship  admits  he  must  say,  if  urged  to 
provoke  a  foreign  war  :  "Gentlemen,  you  are  exceeding 
your  powers.  To  legislate  for  your  own  advantage  is  onf 
f„f  ?!.'  i*^"'f  **  ^T*^  ^8ainat  your  brethrenlt  home, 
tor  the  advantage  of  foreigners,  is  another.  This  bil 
mil  be  either  modified  or  rejected,  or  reserved  for  Her 
Ma.  <ty  8  assent  before  it  can  go  into  operation  "  If 
the  parties  urging  it  persisted,  a  dissolution  might  be 
tried  and  an  appea  to  British  subjects,  in  a  case  where 
the  Governor  was  clearly  right,  and  his  advisers  wrong 

bwh„  rJnV^.?"^f  '"  ™.''?=  Partionlariy  when  aided 
by  the  Constitutional  opposition,  which,  under  a  system 
of  responsibility  and  manly  competition,  would  erist  in 

?nnM  h  **"°8  ^«^«  ^'P"?  the  cards,  as  that  a  majority 
could  be  found  m  Nova  Scotia  to  sustain  such  an  act  or 
anything  bearing  a  resemblance  to  it,  then  a  case  would 

aufToriHl"™t  ^°l  *,^^'  interference  of  the  Imperial 
authorities,  who  should  say  to  us  frankly.  If  you  will 
come  into  unnatural  and  Utile  collision,  the  weakest 
has  the  most  to  fear. 


:-%-*.  \r*^. 
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deSw^^'JI!  ^"|f'»'P,been  as  familiar  with  the  mode  of 
hat„^  T^/"^^  '"^j*"*"  ^  "«»'  Colonists  are  who 
vou  wn,?.H  .f*  ^l"  P'°''*''dinKs  of  Colonial  As8embU«r 
annrZ^H  A^T  been  sati8fie(f  that  no  danger  was  to  ^ 

S  When  ""^  ^°J"''  ''''""'°'"  ''^^'  '»»*'«"  Of 
nr  »  ;  J  .•  "  """"  ^"'y  "  proposed  in  Nova  Scotia 
sTd^fs  "l-lMr**""*^'  •"'^  fi"t  question  a^k^  o„  ^i 
sides  18.  will  the  proposition  violate  the  letter,  or  d<^ 

fact  I^th„  n'T''  "^"Pl"'  °"  being ^kssured  of  the 
lact.     In  the  mnth  case,  where  a  doubt  exists  as  to  th« 

rnq'uWha^'tt"'","*  '-"Pt"?*!!  '"K*''"*'""'  i'^  "un1/on 
inquiry   that  the  clause  which  seemed  to  press  UDon  na 
ongmated  in  a  wide  view  over  the  whole  field  oTcom 
merce  which  British  statesmen,  often  be  Lr  than  oS 

take  anrthT,"'^"'^  ^f^"'  ?j'^''"t''g««.  "e  enab?ed  to 
take,  and  that  its  repeal  would  inflict  an  injurv  and  not 

?he  I^Lh^Tp  •  r''''^  ''"'K'"^  '«  perhapTCin  wh^t 
or  i3ffl^  Lf  ^'°*"''  "'*«'  f™""  baste,  or  prejudice, 
nnHH^»i  "^  information,  has  committed  an  eior  in 
po  itical  economy,  or  inflicted  a  wound  upon  Colonia" 
without  benefiting  British  industry.     In  this  cas^Zd 

I«fnro^=  *  u  ^'^bip  expresses  it,  the  Imperial  LegisI 
lature  is  to  be  overruled  ^'  by  that  of  the  &,lonv  We 
never  doubt  but  that  an  appeal  to  the  good  sZe  anrf 

A  biii  is  passed,  perhaps,  to  meet  the  diffioultv  ■  and  an 
explanation  of  the  facts  and  reasoning  in  Xh'it  oriri 
nated,  IS  sent  with  it,  in  the  form  of\n  Address  t^X 
throne,  and  m  most  cases  is  found  to  be  sucoessM. 

inis  IS  the  mode  at  present.  Wh»t  reason  is  there  t« 
suppose  that  it  would  be  much  changed  °f  we  h^  a^ 
Executive  Council,  whose  powers  anT?^^nsibmti^,M 
^H^^  "1  to  matters  of  general  commer^,  ah-eadTpro- 
v^ded  for  by  Imperial  Legislation  ?     If  we  we  so  fond  of 

f7ottH°f  "*'  ''"'*  '•"'*'°''^  opposition  Xt^der^ul 
from  indulging  our  propensities  now  ?  ShaU  we  be  less 
considerate  the  more  kindly  we  are  treated?  Iha^  we 
have  less  respect  for  Imperial  legislation,  when  we  see 
afeU  an^nT  ^h"  f  «re  mana|ement  of  our  domestic 
affairs,  and  only  deals  with  those  great  interests  which 
transcend  our  authority  and  are  Seyond  ouTconTrell 
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Suppose  twelve  Nova  Sootians,  who  are  not  responsible 
to  any  authority  under  Heaven,  are  made  accountable 
to  the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  shall  we  have  a  man 
the  more  for  forcible  resistance  than  we  have  now — or 
a  gun,  a  pike,  a  bomb,  or  a  barrel  of  powder  ? 

I  have  thus.  My  Lord,  gone  over  the  arguments  urged 
by  Your  Lordship  in  the  speech  of  the  3d  June.  I  have 
omitted  none  that  appear  to  me  to  have  the  slightest 
bearing  upon  the  great  question  at  issue,  and  I  trust  I 
have  given  to  each  a  fair  and  satisfactory  answer.  I 
have  written  not  only  under  a  solemn  sense  of  duty,  but 
with  a  full  assurance  that  sophistry,  woven  around  this 
question,  either  on  one  side  of  the  Atlantic  or  the  other, 
would  be  torn  to  shreds  in  the  conflict  of  acute  and 
vigorous  minds  now  engaged  in  its  discussion.  Had 
Your  Lordship,  in  announcing  the  decision  of  the  Cabinet, 
forborne  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which  that  decision 
was  founded,  I  might,  like  counsel  at  the  bar  under 
similar  circumstances,  have  felt  myself  compelled  to 
acquiesce  in  a  judgment,  neither  the  justice  nor  the 
policy  of  which  I  could  fathom.  But  when  the  argu- 
ments were  stated,  and  when  I  saw  a  question  involving 
the  peace  and  security  of  six  extensive  ftovinoes,  and 
the  freedom  and  haj  niness  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
British  subjects,  disjiused  of  by  a  mode  of  reasoning 
which  I  knew  to  be  deceptive  and  unsound, — when  I 
saw,  in  fact,  that  the  parties  claiming  their  rights  were 
to  be  turned  out  of  court,  with  all  the  arguments  and  all 
the  evidence  upon  their  side,  I  felt  that  to  remain  silent 
would  be  to  deserve  the  social  and  political  degradation 
which  this  unjust  decision  was  to  entail  on  my  country- 
men and  myself ;  to  earn  the  Helot  mark  of  exclusion 
from  the  blessings  of  that  Constitutional  freedom,  which 
our  forefathers  struggled  to  bequeathe ;  and  which  we 
should  never  cease  to  demand,  as  a  patrimony  that  runs 
with  our  blood,  and  cannot  be  rightfully  severed  from 
our  name. 


Lbttkr  IV. 

My  Lord, — The  business  of  factious  demagogues,  of  all 
parties,  is  to  find  fault  with  everything,  to  propose  nothing 
practical,  to  oppose  whatever  is  suggested,  to  misrepresent 
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giving  orwlit  for  a  desire  to  elicit  truth,  and  a  wi«h  fn 

Colonies  with  the  mother  oouX^l^d^th™?!  °!,u*''« 
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Governor  arrives   the  achoolmasJrs.Lm  whom  all  h^ 
"ova  scotia,  he  finds  himself  surrounded,  not  by  this 
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irrwiponsi  le  Council,  who  represent  nothing  except  the 
whims  of  hiB  predeoeMon.  and  the  interests  of  a  few 
famihes  (so  small  in  point  of  numbers,  that  hut  for  the 
influence  which  office  and  the  distribution  of  patronage 
give  them   their  relative  weight  in  the  country  would  be 
ricboulously  diminutive),-but  by  men  who  say  to  him 
.1^?^    :  Pi*™^J°\"  Excellency,  there  was  a  genera 
election  in  this  Province  last  month,  or  last  year,  or  the 
year  before  last,  and  an  administration  was  formed  upon 
the   results   of   that   election.     We,   who  compose   the 
Council,  have  ever  since  been  steadily  sustained  bv  a 
majority  of  the  commons,  and  ha  t  reason  to  believe 
that  our  conduct  and  policy  have  been  satisfactory  to 
InnM?"??!.  f*  }^T-       ^   Governor   thus   addressed, 
would  feel  that  at  all  events  he  was  surrounded  by  those 
who  represpntwl  a  majority  of  the  population  ;  who  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  of  an  immense  body  of  the  elictors 
and  who  had  been  selected  by  the  jwople  who  had  the 
deepest  interest  in  his  success,  to  give  him  advice  and 
conduct  the  administration.     If  he  had  doubts  on  this 
point— If  he  had  reason  to  beUeve  that  any  factious  com- 
bination had  obtained  office  improperly,  and  wished  to 
take  the  opimons  of  the  country  ;  or  if  the  Executive 
LouncU  sought  to  drive  him  into  measures  not  sanctioned 
by  the  charter  ;  or  exhibited  a  degree  of  grasping  selfish- 
ness which  was  offensive  and  injurious,  he  could  at  once 
dissolve  the  Assembly,  and  appeal  to  the  people  :  who 
here,  as  in  England,  would  relieve  him  from  doubt  and 
difficulty ;  and,  fighting  out  the  battle  on  the  hustings, 
rebuke  the  Councillors  if  they  were  wrong.     This  would 
be  a  most  important  point  gained  in  favor  of  the  Governor  ■ 
tor  now  he  is  the  slave  of  an  irresponsible  Council,  which 
he  cannot  shake  off  •  and  is  bound  to  act  by  the  advice 
of  men,  who,  not  being  accountable  for  the  advice  thev 
give,  and  having  often  much  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose 
by  giving  bad  advice,  may  got  him  into  scrapes  every 
month  and  lay  the  blame  on  him.   The  Governors  would, 
m  fact,   have   the  power   of   freeing   themselves   from 
thraldom  to  the  famUy  compacts,  which  none  of  them 
can  now  escape  by  the  exercise  of  any  safe  expedient 
known  to  our  existing  Constitutions.     It  will    be  seen 
too    that  by  this  system,  whatever  sections  or  small 
parties  might  think  or  say,  the  Governor  could  never 
by  any  possibUity,  become,  what  British  Governors  have 
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of  'ttf  ^^ITT'^"^'  T*"""*^  *'">  ">e  great  body 
ThB  Onl.^    -*"'•  °''^r,?r.'*<"»  he  WM  Bent  to  pre.ide 

»«»«!!  .1,  *'"'.,9"»«">  prerogative,  the  conservation  of 
treaties  the  military  defence,  and  the  execution  of  the 
te"'^,*!''  =  "•V™"*  administration  being  eft  °n  he 
iZ  m'  ^'IS?"  *'^°.  ""dorstood  it,  and  wL  "ere  re- 
sponsible. His  position  would  then  be  analogous  to  that 
of  the  Sovereign-he  could  do  no  wrong  in  an^  matte, 
o  which  the  Colonial  Legislature  had  thirighrto  Mge 
but  would  be  accountable  to  the  crown,  if  he  betra?^' 
the  Imperial  interests  committed  to  his  care.  ^ 

Hxeoutive  Councillors  now  are  either  heads  of  deoart- 
ments,  or  members  of  the  two  branches  whoTre  geSv 
avorable  to  the  policy  of  these,  nnd  disponed  to  letve 

iml  LnT  rT'"  '"**"'•     '-^"^  °'  **°  P^son^.  of  more 
independent  character,  and  sUghtly  differing  from  th^ 

rnZnJ?    P""?"""""  '"  '*^°''  °f  'he  views  of  the  offlcS 

such  a  thing  as  a  Colonial  Executive  CouncUfor  oin  be 
ound^  for  any  length  of  time,  in  office  who  h^„^ 
served  himself  or  his  f.iends.  the  title,  and  the  con^ious- 
"r  °  pP°'''""""8  f°' 1"?  the  right  to  approach  and  Xse 
every  Governor,  and  give  a  vote  upon  every  impOTtan? 
act  of  administration,  without  a  possibility  of  S Ts- 
P'aced,  or  called  to  account  for  Imything  said  oXe 

bestoweT  Xr*  'r  '/{f  '"">"  '""°""*  °''»ho'  »d  «me 
bestowed.  Formerly,  these  people,  in  addition  to  other 
benefits,  obtained  for  themselves  Md  their  friends  ir^ 
mense  tracts  of  crown  land.  This  resource  r  now  cut" 
off,  by  the  substitutiqn,  of  sales  for  free  erante  but 
looking  at  the  Executive  Council,  or  Cabi^et^^L  ft 'existe 
>'  any  of  the  North  American  Provinces  at  present  ^^ 
fiiid  a  smal  knot  of  individuals,  responsible^ndther  to 
the  Queen,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Governor,  no?  th^ 
people  ;  who  owe  their  seats  to  neither,  but  to  their 

tri^.rt.,''"'^!.'"'"^^''  *''™"8''  ^hose  influence  and  h^- 
tngues  they  have  been  appointed ;  and  who,  whUe  they 


^ 
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po««J-«i  .vmong  them  «,mc  of  the  b«.t  »alari.«.  .nd  newly 

i!^fvi^  tne  "ystem  exiKtIy  «,  it  HtiindH.     Ft  will  b<.  iw- 
«  ft.^;v  f"  """''  *•  '*™'.\'"  ♦'""  "•"/  continue  to  govern 

Zke    it   T  8'nbad«  back    ordinary  exertion.  -      ""• 
Fn„lf.t,  K  J"    ""''«"'t»nd    more   clearly   t 

EnriiBh,  how  anti-con,titutional,  how  dangeroW  .  h 
to  rLimhlJ  "'"««""y  to  contrast  it  witK  wh^.  , 
ment  of  the  country  ig  invariablv  carri«w  ,  , 

foreign  or  domestic  policy,  which  the  peopl,.'f„r  t      .;," 
a,mrove  ;  hut  the  cabinet  in  a  Colony  r^.    '/m     »    V 

their  friendH  in  office,  and  to  keep  all  othet /,!.,., 
though  nineteen  out  of  every  twentv  nf  tht  J,     ',  , 
are  against  them.     wLrZild    h  Veople  oH'"  "    Z 

Un„r^7t    .°,  *''''''"<*«  W-higs,  Tories,  and  Radicals  •  to 

tained''hv'"J''i'  "^^^^  ^  P^P""'  »°  substitute  one  sus- 
Beneral  nrin.i  1*""*  "  r^^''^  "'  '•*«  Electors;  whose 

&r^fsr:L^:^er^^^^^^^^^^^ 

t^infcXtbl'^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tb„  Z!^  aot  done  under  their  administration.     One  of 

everf^ep;[^tten?^of''"/'^''"«*'  ^■°'^^  ^-  *°  infuse  fnto 
Sv  wmI  °'  adraimstration  a  sense  of  account- 
ability which  now  18  nowhere  found-to  give  a  vieorous 
action  to  every  vein  and  artery  now  exhiEiWng  torSy 
and  languor-and  to  place  aro'uT,d  the  Governor  and  at 
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the  head  of  every  department  of  public  afTaim,  the  ablest 
men  the  Colony  could  furniih  ;  men  of  energy  and  talent 
iniitcad  of  the  brainleai  8umph-i,'  to  whom  the  task  of 
ooun»ellmg  the  (Jovernor,  or  administering  the  affairH  of 
an  extensive  department,  u  often  committed  under  the 
prorent  «y«tcra.  In  Kngland,  whether  Whig»,  TorieH  or 
KadioaU  are  m,  the  Queen  i»  gurroundcd,  and  the  public 
departmenta  managed,  by  gome  of  the  ableit  men  the 
kmgdom  can  produce.  But  suppose  a  mere  official  fac- 
tion could  exclude  all  these  great  parties  from  power 
how  long  would  the  government  i>o8hc.8h  the  advantage 
of  superior  abilities  to  guide  it  ?  Would  it  not  at  once 
fall  far  below  the  intellectual  range  which  it  now  in- 
variably maintains  ? 

But,  it  may  be  aifked,  would  not  the  sudden  introduc- 
tion   of    this  system  work  injustice  to  some  who  have 
taken  offices,  in  the  expectation  of  holding  them  for  life 
lerhaps  it  might,  but  even  if  this  w  ..   unavoidable   the 
interests  of  individuals  should  give  way  to  the  public 
good.     The  Boroughmongers  had  the  same  objections  to 
the  reform  act ;  recorders  and  town  clerks  to  that  which 
cleansed  the  corporations.    This,  like  all  minor  difficulties 
might  easily  be  provided  for  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  there 
are  but  few  of   those   seeking   to  establish   responsible 
government,  who  desire  to  overturn  even  a  bad  system 
in  a  spint  of  heartless  vindiotiveness. 
1  J''*  CJolonies,  having  no  hereditary  peerage,  tlio  Lf.gis- 
lativo  Council  has  been  constructed  to  take  its  place.  From 
the  difficulty  of  making  it  harmonize  with  the  popular 
branch,  some  politicians  in  Lower  Canada-and  it  waTsaid 
that  the  Larl  of  Durham,  at  first,  incUned  to  the  opinion- 
thought  it  might  be  abolished.    1  think  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  this  ;  farst,  because  it  would  destroy  the  close 
resemblance  which  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  between 
our  Institutions  and  those  of  the  mother  country  ■  and 
again,  because  a  second  legislative  chamber,  not  entirely 
dependent    upon    popular   favor,    is    useful    to    review 
men  ■  ires    and  check  undue  haste  or  corruption  in  the 
pop  ..d,r  branch.     Besides,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  maintain- 
ing Its  independence,  and  yet  removing  from  it  the  char- 
acter of  annual  conflict  with  the  representative  body    by 
which  It  has  been  everywhere  distinguished.  ' 

The  main  object  of  the  Executive  Council  being  the 
'  "  Ulookbeads  " ;  b  Scottish  • .  ord. 
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the  people  f  and  t&v  h^^°na  fi       '"^  "mnfluenced  by 

majority  of  thoMwho8^nJ,.!J^    *3*  *  "'.^^^  ^^l*"**^  » 

off  the  populaTbranor  hZ™  ♦T*"*'  "^^^^  '^'^  ^ght 
and  the*^  general  o^t^rv  ^"^Z  ^?  "°'"'^'  «<>lli«on, 
The  Bimpll  remedy  for^all^?^  ^^^  '^"^  chamber 
duoe  the'^EnlSh  practice  -tt  t^ST^  ^'  ^'  *°  ^'™- 
in  the  formation  of  theFUff  n  P^?^  ^«  consulted 
appointment;  tS  ^TeSative  J^ r''  =  ""^  *'"'"  *'"' 
ance  with  public  sen^Senf  It^tu^  """^  '"  »<'«°"1- 

as  they  are  now  sekcipH  ^  *''^  pnvilege ;  and  not 
and  exW«ly  t^  ^^an^'  rathe'Than'jn'"''"'"-  P"'P°««- 
the  popular  branch.  Th^  Home  of  l-^,"^^  ^**' 
selected  bv  all  fho  ^/J^Lrr^  ™  ^'^'"  moludcH  men 

Britain  h^ve^iaU^  fn^otr Ve^Ho  *'"  ^^'^  °' 
m  the  Colonies,  have  bf>^ZrLtJ  u      n"T  °^  ^'"'l^. 

trations  which  the  p^^pWer^o^di^flf"  '^'  ''^'^'- 
Some  members  of  tKrnnS  K°  l"^u^°f?  ""^  """'w'- 
have  seats  in  the  ExLS  P  ""-^  '^'"^^-  °*  """"e. 
Chamber  aC  the  acS  and  TL^"'''  .'^""'^  '°  t^at 
would  require  to  brexolainl^  ^  f  ?  °'  *''«  government 
though  veiTdSirMibl?  u  »  ',^"*  '^*'^'  ^  '"  England, 
the  tdmiSrator^hou^'^^:'^  "°'  •«  essential?  that 

majority  in  the  upper  House        ^''  ^  ''"*^"«''   ^y  '' 

a  d^^:^  Imprte^frtt^th:  t'"«^.  "'  7'"^^  -"l^  •- 
AssembUes^nTZat  cent-  ^r"^.'  "^."^  *•>«  Cb'<"^al 
fluence  would,  in  the  Pto^n^.  °^  P°A'""^  P°^«''  *°d  «" 
of  Commons.  Towa^daTwT^'  f..*'  ^?'"«'  *>«  t^"*  House 
the  eloquent,  a^TtK'aUh^^touX^^^^^^ 

a  partTcipaUon  SeSe^^,''^  Sd't'^^trrd 


^^.IBM^iaklNKlift. 
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^v^rwho  ™  pubUc  employment  confers.  Now  a  bon 
h^h^'  7 II  "*"  entertam  an  aide-de-camp  ;  a  Bood- 
i  cu^Sin."'"''  ^1°  ^'^'^'  '^^  "  Governor's  lad|°^r 
1^^^^-  °°^'  *''°  "^"^  wheedle  a  clerk  or  an  ^der- 
mrtln'L'"  ^"^"i^Street.  may  be  called  ?o  take  a 
C  ^h™T°«  a  Province  for  the  period  of  his  natural 
life.  Then,  these  disreputable  and  obscure  channels  of 
advancement  would  bo  closed  ;  and  the  countTwould 
understand  the  reason,  and  feel  the  necessity  for  every 

cu?Hv.Tfv,""™*  =  '^'?  *^^  population  would  ^e  driven  to 
cultivate  those  qualities  which  dignify  and  ad,   ™  our 
nature,  rather  than  debase  it.    Now,  any  w"lv  We  or 
subservient  fool  feels  that  his  chanc^  is  L  good  r^hat 
of  the  most  ab  e  and  upright  man  in  the  Colony    ^d  far 
better,  if  the  latter  attempts  to  pursue  an  "ndependent 
course;   then,  such  people*^  would   be   brrugW  to  S 
fhTwetr'  ""'^  *°  ™  ''"'"  l^o-"  W  Mo": 
Another  improvement  would  be  the  placins  of   the 
government  of  a  Colony,  as  it  always  is  in  Sind  i^  a 
ma^nty  m  the  Cbmmons,  watched,  oonTroUe^nd  ye? 
Bided  by  a  constitutional  opposition     Under  the  nresent 
Bvstem,  the  government  of  a  Colony  is  tCopms^Zo! 
tlie  Coinmons  and  often  presents  in  that  bodTthe  most 
unseemly  and  ridiculous  figure.    Numberless  inHf.^^f 
m^ht  be  given  of  this.     The*  three  Ercul[te  Co^o^ 
who  sit  in  the  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  have  b^^fi^^^ 
Te'Ct'^wo'""'"''""""^^'  2"  <"  '*°^«"  <5;Lons  drng 
cord^  a  Znt*T"''  «!?*""  ^^  ''^"^  *•>«  Commons  re? 
^dt  fZ   X       confidence  in  them  and  their  party  : 
^  i;„hI,H'  *"  government,  instead  of  taking  the  leld 
^n^M  1  i""*!"""^'  "^'^^  ^^^  «n«''8y  and  abihty  which 
should  belong  to  a  government,  caMot  take  a  si^k  step 
m  the  Assemliy  without  the  sanction  of  its  oSents 
Every  emergency  that  arises,  and  for  which  an  adS 
tration  ought  to  be  secure  of  a  majority,  presents^e 
absurd  Illustration  of  the  system.     When  the  Cder  ,nS 
culties  with  the  State  of  iaine  occu^S  last  winter   the 
government  of  Nova  Scotia  had  not  the  poweT  to  movl 
a  smgle  man  of  the  militia  force  (the  laws  having  exp^edT 

ward  ?*!."  ""?'"  '^'^^^  """  the  majorUy^came  tor- 
ward,  as  they  always  have  done,  in  the  most  honorable 
manner,  and  casting  aside  all  political  diflferences  pLsed 
laws  for  embodying  the  militia,  and  granted "iTO.OM  to 
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i^  °"  i^^T'^-  „*"'•  '^  Y*""  Lordship  believe  will 
money ;  who  were  responsible  to  their  constituents  for 
^JT/"^**".'?'^""^  r*'^°»t  ^hose  consent  (for  the^ 
i^Ttl""'}''"^  °!  '^«  Commons)  a  shilling  could  S 
™w„  ^t°  '^'''"'•.'""i  -•'ot  »  -ingle  man  in  the  W 
cab  net  by  whom  it  was  to  be  spent ;  and  by  whom  ^ 
«iat  trying  emergency,  the  Governor  would  be  «?ri^ 
Nor  are  tLngs  better  when  the  Legislature  is  Win 
session  In  consequence  of  the  estabUshment  ofTtlam 
navigation,  a  dispatch  was  sent  out  this  spring  afterZ 

SZnnT  PT??""'''  .'"I^'^g  *'•<'  Govenfor  of  this 
Province  to  put  the  main  roads  in  thorough  repair      Of 

^Jl'^^T.''*^  "°  ">«»™  to  accomplish  tEe  object  nor 
could  his  Executive  CouncU  guarante^  that  a  sin«le^hill?n^ 
thus  expend^  would  be  replaced,  or  that  a  vote  of  ce^urf 

obviate  the  difficulty,  they  were  s.  n  consulting  and  en° 
deavonng  to  propitiate  the  members  of  the  majoritrwhose 
plajies,  up<,n  such  terms,  they  are  contented ^t^i^rupy 
and  to  wkch,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  such  humZ^ 
tions  are  to  be  the  penalty,  they  are  heakily  welcomT 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  mode  proposed  that  if 
would  lead  to  the  rotation  of  office,  or  ^t^nsive  dis 
m^sals  of  subordinates,  practis.-d  in  'the  UnUed  Stated 
But  no  person  abhors  that  system  more  than  myseS^r 

practice  is  preferred,  of  removing  the  heads  of  dwart- 
ments  only.  To  those  who  are  afraid  of  the  turmoS 
excitement  that  would  be  produced,  H  is  only  n^larv 
to  say  that  if  upon  the  large  scale  on  which  the  p~pl^ 
IS  apphed  at  home,  there  is  no  great  inconve^ence  felt 

nnt  .o^'h"''  'Tk^"^"  ""  *°  ^^"^  ^■^•'">  'he  population  is 
not  so  dense,  the  competition  not  so  active,  nor  the  priz^ 
so  gigantic.     A  ministry  that  in  England  ^,,1.'^^ 

Jenni  JTn  '•  '"-"P"'!''  '^  *"'*^'  ''"  "'"''°°  ■  ""d  -^  quad- 
rennial biU  IS  considered  unnecessary,  because  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  average,  .seldom  sits  longer  than  three  or 
four  years.  As,  under  a  system  of  responsibil  yf^the 
contest  for  power  would  be  fought  out  icre  a,  it  is  in 
wo^d  H  "^l"*^^  "•>  the  hustings;  an  admini«tra  ion 
Ten^^i  l^ir^"""-  '*«'  '"  Nova  Scotia   untU    the    quad- 

mZ  LJ^  Z  ?^'"*'  ^°'  ''V'^''  certainly-two  year, 
more  than  the  Governor,  unless  specially  continued,  is 
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holding  the  reins  frtwent  or  tM  ?  *°  P'*'^^"'  '*  f™°» 
an  Executive  Council  iLth^pJ^^^yr'^-  «' ^u^e. 
looted  to  resign  ujon  Tve^  i^dStllnf  "°*  ''^  «^- 
question  connectecTwith  tS  detaik  nf  ""'mportant 

whenever  a  fair  and  decisive  vot.  ?"^^'-°:»™t  -  but, 
evident  that  they  had  lost  thl.  t'  ^^  "'''"'''  ''  was 
waa  registered  ^ai^t  them  th  .'°"?.°f  ^'"^  """"t^y. 
their  p^olicy,  stiTg^h  n  thdr  ha^ds  bv'ln"'"'^'^  "^""8^ 
popular  talentH  and  princiSes  r-  llTnH  f/'««««>"  of 
and  assume  the  duties  and  r„«,U  ■f.';?'?'!'"!  their  seats, 
If  there  was  any  doubt t  to P^f'tl*'''  °'  "PPO^ition. 
votes  should  be,  the  Pa,lkn^°  r  ""'  "*'"'"<'  "^  '"«h 
guide  on  this,  aa'oLV^-!;rrt7rs"^«^  would  b.  the 

menris!Vhat  Ktg  ^J^^  P™""'  '""T.,"^  «— 
carried  into  any  one  branci^of  t^e  n,^h  P°"''''  '''^  "'"'  ^ 
are,  exclusive  of  militia  nnrt   *""/"'''«'  service.     There 

nine  hundred  office™  to  be  miedfnthrp'""''''™'  /"^''^'y 
Scctia  alone  ;  all  essential  to  th„. 7  ■  •  ^'•°y"»<=e  of  Novl 
affairs  ;  not  one  of  Th^m  ..  •*''"""'*™'wn  of  internal 
Imperial  il^ts  jnd  wmltTrr'^"!  .*»  ''-  ^th 
that  the  whole  of  this  patronage  i^in  the7''  J"  ?"8'''"'»' 
whom  the  people  can  nPv»T-i-    ?,'*''"*  °^ahody 

majority  in ^the'^'^mmons  h 've^'lT  H.  "i^'L ''l^  •  ^^'^ 
ence  m  its  distribution  ?  wh,l  -  thf.^i  f  f''-^''.'*  '"^"- 
gives  his  silent  and  subserrient  wff  ^  *.^''^'  "^<"'  «'ho 
certain  of  obtaining  Ws  re™/  Burt,  i''  "^/T''^'  '« 
stop  here.  It  is  utteriy  imDO^ibl.  f.I  ♦  *""'  ?*"''  ""t 
to  bring  to  punishment^  o?^Cet  rid  of  i'sr."'"  ""''"• 
the  whole  nine  hundred   if  thl  l„Li  "^  ^'"S'"  ™a"  "f 

to  protect  him.  ""  government  chooses 

Perhaps  the  most  cruel  iniurv  that  tt,„ 
upon  the  Colonists,  arises  from  thl  ^^^'*'™  '""'"ts 

are  compelled  to  coTductth^;*?  r"T. '"  "h''''' they 
This  harbeen  noticed  bv  T^M  n^™"'  ""Pfovcraents 
Hi.s  Lordship  did  no.  ful Iv  ..^^  ?"'"'.J'"?-  '^"*  P^^-haps 
••ender  the  mo<^e- "hou ""^3^  f™  "'^^ ''«'"''"-  ^^hich 
some  degree  acceptabi;  t™  the  coMtren'"''  "J"'"?"^-" 
otlier  evik  may  be  vrevmuZl  Z^  ^"'y-.  '"  °'<^^'^  that 
deal  wors.  Jt'wn  be  perct'-.d li"^.  ?.'«'"•  **  "  K^^-'t 
offices  already  referred  to  n™  ^'"", 'be  nine  hundred 
t'^e  irresponsible  oS, 'j^a,^ ^f -^'^  ;^5rib„t«l^by 
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their  peace,  or  strengthen  their  influence  in  the  country 
Let  us  see  how  this  operates  in  practice.    Suppose  a 
county  sends  to  the  Assembly  four  representatl^,  aU 
of  whom  support  the  lo^al  government;  the  patroAage 
fLi^i  ™r*^  "^°!  """T  **  ^^"^  '1^P°»»'-  to  strengthen 
he  wh^^T''*-,"'?  ^r"  "^'^  oPP^ition;  but  should 
the  whole  be  hostile  to  the  compact,  then  it  is  used  to 
foster  opposition,  and  create  a  party  to  displace  them. 
If  there  IS  a  division  of  sentiment  among  the  members 
those  who  support  are  always  aided  in  mortifying  and 
gettmg  nd  of  those  who  attack  the  government.    Though 
but  one  of  the  foiw  is  an  adherent  of  the  compact,  every 
man  m  the  county  knows,  that  his  influence  is  worth 
much  more  than  that  of  the  other  three  ;  that,  while  one 
can  obtam  any  favour  he  wants  for  a  friend  or  partisan 
the  others  cannot  unless  by  the  barter  of  a  con^pt  vot« 
"/u    -j'*""  ^®  of  principle,  even  obtain  i;;-«'9     Now 
If  besides  these  nine  hundred  offices,  about  five  hundred 
commissions  tor  the  expenditure  of  the  surplus  revenues 
of  the  country  upon  roads,  bridges,  and  internal  im- 
provements   were  given  over,  to  le  disposed  of  in  the 
same  way,  the  hands  of  the  compact  woW  be  so  much 
strengthened,  that  it  would  be  still  more  easy  to  create 
a  party  in  a  county,  to  endanger  the  seat  of  aiy  member 
who  ventured  to  give  an  independent  vote,    fo  obviate 
f^l'  IJ"'  ""^"^  "^^^  ^<f "  *t  an  early  period  to  menace 
the  independence  of  the  Commons,  it  was  determined 
that  the  members  from  each  county  should  recommend 
the  commissioners  for  the  expenditure  of  moneys  within 
It;  and  this,  being  acquiesced  in  by  the  Governors  for 
some  time  before  its  political  bearing  was  much  regarded 
by  the  compact,  has  grown  into  usage  which  they  have 

ZJnH  fw  ."v.P^'^y.'^f"*'''^:  although,  as  they  still 
contend  that  the  right  of  appointment  is  in  the  Execu- 
tive, they  seldom  fail  to  show  their  power  and  vent  their 
filings,  by  petty  alterations  almost  every  year.  The 
advantages  of  this  arrangement  are,  that  the  majority 
of  the  constituency— and  not  the  minority,  as  in  every 
other  case—distribute  the  patronage  under  this  branch 
of  expenditure ;  and,  as  the  members  who  name  com- 
missioners have  a  great  deal  of  local  knowledge,  and  are 

racZ.nVT?K  K  ^  *^^  P'^P'"'  they  can  be  caUed 
to  account  if  they  abuse  this  trust.  But  stiU,  from  the 
very  nature  of  things,  it  is  liable  to  abuse.     Road  com- 
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good  road  mSer   but^  ,         "°"  =  '^'  *"  rewariTnot  a 

selected  by  the  government  inrft^  !*  '•''f"*  ■»«"  «'«■•« 
which  shoiid  l»S?n^fn^l  t^  *^^  legislative  power, 
abused  to  afford  U  shelter      Th„?""1*'°"i"  sometimes 

ruptionof  thero^svstem  ^VT'  •  '^.«'>°."°<'ing  the  cor- 
are  eloquent  on  the  1™»  T/^  •"'"°"'y  *"  *e  Assembly 

coIumns\f  sU:  nlVaper  i^1a^:v"'tV''""« V''« 
pouring  forth  complaii^tl  that  7hi  ,^t^'  "^  "*  ^'"'^y^ 
bad  and  will  never  K»K  H  *"® '"'"Is  are  wretchedly 
placed  in  Xir  hands  U^lT*^  ""'  expenditure  ^ 
that  to  foUow  thei?^vice  ^uld  C^"'^  ''"r^"' 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  hrv„if„  ^  '""''^  "''»*  » 
worse;  because^  if  th™„  „  ^  '*?  *'^''>  »  8r«at  deal 
those  Uo  pZJ  locannfn™  "f-*'"""  ^  '"''«"  ^om 
who  have  l^^ol\^^nf^o^a1^^\^''i«}^<>J^J<>  "-^n 
who  have,  ajid  who  can  hi  P»ni^  f     ^*  '^'^^  ^y  those 

well  as  of  the  maioritv    m«tf  ft  the  mmonty,  as 

would  be  confined  to"hos^Tnt     ,.^  «PPointments),  it 
pact ;  and  who    however  imhlnil-  ^"PP°«<^  the  com- 

.rc,ri«S  If"-'*— •■— 
.o  .h.A.  ..i'issrr.s;:'  v.  zsri 
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be  the  business  of  the  Executive,  instead  of  leaving  the 
road   service   to   the   extemporaneouH   jseal   or   corrupt 
management  of   individuals,   to  come   prepared,   at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  with  a  general  review 
of  the  whole  system  ;  and,  supported  by  its  majority, 
to  suggest  and  to  carry  a  comprehensive  and  intelligible 
scheme,  embracing  the  whole  of  this  service,  accounting 
for  the  previous  year's  expenditure  and  appointments, 
and  accepting  the  suggestions  of  members  as  to  the  plans 
of  the  current  year.     We  should  then  have  m  Executive 
to  which  every  commissioner  would  be  directly  account- 
able ;  to  which  he  could  apply  for  instructions  from 
January  to  De^tmbor  ;  and  which,  being  itseli  responsible, 
would  be  careful  of  it;:  (.rooeeiiiiig-t ;  and  yet,  being  more 
independent  than  indivdual  memb<>rs  are  in  dealing  with 
their  own  constituents,  would  bo  mere  firm  and  unyield- 
ing V  here  it  w  right.    This  is  the  simple,  and  I  am 
satisfied  the  only  safe  remedy  for  *ho  abuses  of  the  road 
system.     To  take  the  distribution  of  commisaiocs  from 
fifty  men,  possessed  of  much  local  knowledge  and  partially 
responsible,  to  give  it  to  twelve  others,  having  less  in- 
formation and  subject  to  no  control,  would  Ue  an  act  of 
madness.     Fortunately,  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  we 
have  no  occasion  to  seek  for  new  theories,  or  try  unsafe 
experiments  ;  let  us  adopt  the  good  old  practices  of  our 
aiicestors  and  of  our  brethren:  let  us   "keep  the  old 
paths,"  in  which,  while  there  in  much  facility,  there  is  no 
danger. 

My  Lord,  there  is  an  argument  ased  against  the  intro- 
duction of  Executive  responsibility,  by  Sir  Francis  Head, 
which  it  may  be  well  to  notice,  because  it  has  been  caught 
up  by  shallow  thinkers  everywhere,  and  is  often  urged 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that,  to  those  who  look  beyond 
tlie  surface,  is  somcuhat  ridiculous.  It  is  said,  if  this 
principle  had  be^n  in  operation,  Papineau  and  Mackenzie 
would  have  been  ministers  in  the  respective  Provinces 
they  disturbed  !  But,  do  those  who  urge  this  objection 
ever  stay  to  inquire,  whether,  if  there  had  been  responsi- 
bility in  the  Canadas,  either  of  these  men  could  have 
assumed  so  much  consequence  as  to  be  able  to  obstruct 
the  operations  of  government,  and  create  a  rebellion  in 
a  British  Province  1  Nothing  made  a  dictator  tolerable 
in  ancient  Rome  but  a  sense  of  common  danger,  arising 
out  of  some  unusual  and  disastrous  posture  of  affairs. 
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of  the^t"  •:  Jx't^rtr :;':' "'"zrrr,^  ^*'"' 

that  if  Ireland  horf  K.^  '• -^  ?.  "^i-.   ^"t,  who  behevos, 
great  agitator  luia   have '^p,^?^''   t^Tn"  "^  *'"' 

disturb  the  public  p"^e»I^r»,?tr^  '"  "  P™*'™°  *° 
formB  which  I  rLmmcnd    JT^  *''**  ""Tf"  ""^^'^  ">e 


rr.  '*-^-^* 
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pifhir    i  Pft™"«8e,«<'«ofdmg  to  the  British  mode,  that, 

tu™in»  11^"°'  r"'^  '"^^•'  '^"  »o  mad  as  to  dr„;m  of 
turning  Upper  Canada  int»  a  Republic  ;  when,  even  if 

for^a  W  r*"*'  '  ■.Y  """''^  ""'>•  ''°P«  '^  ^  Governors 
l^H  .  1  ■^**":  """•  P"**™  ^"'■y  «"''•'  moro  restricted, 
and  salaries  not  more  ample,  than  were  theirs  for  life  o^ 
as  long  as  thev  preserved  their  majority.  Possessed  of 
who°oo7.M  **  Bujsuntial  power,  (not  •iade'to  fee!  thTt  they 
who  oould  most  effectually  serve  the  crown,  were  excluded 
by  a  false  system  from  its  favour,  that  others  less  richlv 

have  madly  rushed  mto  rebellion  with  the  chances  before 

them  of  expatriation  or  of  an  ignominious  death  ? 

exce^in'I?^       '"'■  y^  ^"^'.that  rebels  have  become 

exceedingly  scarce  at  home,  since  the  system  of  letting 

the  majority  govern  has  become  firmly  established  ;  and 

fi™i  ^^k^^^^u  *^  P'^^'y  ^  blackberries  in  the  good  old 

d^T^tllv   fh  !  T"'^'*^'  contended,  as  Sir  tVancis  Head 

am  lately,  that  they  only  were  responsible.    Turn  back 

and  you  will  find  that  they  began  to'^disappear  altogether 

.n  England  about  1688,  and  that  every  "^itic^uTange 

which  makes  the  Executive  more  completely  respoSe 

to  the  Legislature  and  the  Legislature  to  the  coMtry  at 

large,  renders  the  prospects  of  a  new  growth,  "  small  by 

degrees  and  beautifuUy  less."    And  yet.  my  Lord,  who 

CM.  assure  us,  that  J  the  sovereigns  had  continued,  as  of 

old,  alone  responsible  ;   if  hundreds  of  able  men,   all 

running  the  same  course  of  honourable  ambition,  had  not 

been  encouraged  to  watch  and  control  each  other :  and 

If  the  system  of  governing  by  the  minority  and  not  by 

not  ZZy,u  ""'^i'^  e^^J^ding  from  power  all  who  diS 

«^.fTi     *'^?  T^*'  ""*  quarreUed  with  the  court,  had 

urtW  r^'Jv.*"  *''*  P'e'en'.day  S-who,  I  ask,  wiU  assure 

and  W.?^  *'°-*I??  ^"""^  '"''**'*  °f  **'"«  "We  ministers 
and  loyal  men,  might  not  have  been  sturdy  rebels  ?  Who 
can  say  that  even  Your  Lordship,  possessed  of  the  strong 
attachment  to  hberty  which  distinguishes  your  family 
might  not.-despairing  of  all  good  government  under  such 
a  system,  instead  of  using  your  infiuenoe  to  extend  by 
peaceful  improvements  the  happiness  of  the  people,-be 
'  M.  S.  Bidwell  WM  a  prominent  Upper  Canadian  Refonner  of 
American  ongm,  and  advoea..,!  the  union  of  the  two  TunWe  "tat  ho 
does  not  seem  to  have  countenanced  tb.  open  rehcllion  of  M™kenzi6 


•  .yjmim^  ^  m\  ,. 
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at  thJB  moment  in  the  field  at  their  head,  and  gtruimlinB 
■word  m  hand,  to  abate  the  power  of  the  crown  ?    Jfo 
long  an  the  irresponnibility  pnnciple  was  maintained  in 
Bootland,  and  the  viceroys  and  a  few  bishops  and  courtiers 
^grossed  the  administration,  there  were  such  men  as 
ttume  and  Lindsay,  and  such   things  as  assembUes  in 
Glasgow,  general  tables  in  Edinburgh,  and  armed  men  in 
every  part  of  that  noble  country,  weakening  the  govem- 
ment,  and  resisting  the  power  of  the  crown  ;  and  up  to 
the  penod  when  Lord  Normanby  assumed  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  it  became  a  principle  of  administra- 
tion that  the  mmonty  were  no  longer  to  control  the 
majority  and  «hut  them  out  from  aU  the  walks  of  honour- 
able  ambition    what   was   the   attitude   in   which   Mr. 
u  Ujnnell  stood  towards  the  sovereign  ?    Was  it  not  one 
of  contmual  menace  and  hostility,  by  which  the  latter 
was  degraded,  and  the  former  clothed  with  a  dangerous 
importance  ?    And  what  is  his  attitude  now  ?     Is  it  not 
that  of  a  warm-hearted  supporter  of  the  Queen,  whoso 
smiles  are  no  longer  confined  to  a  faction  but  shed  over 
a  nation,  every  man  of  which  feels  that  he  is  free  to 
obtain.  If  he  has  ability  and  good  fortune  to  deserve  tlie 
highest  honours  m  her  power  to  bestow?   Daniel  O'ConneU 
(and  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  his  tail  suggested  the 
comparison)  is  no  longer  a  political  comet  blazing  towards 
the  zemth,  and  filling  the  terror-stricken  beholders  with 
apprehensions  of  danger  and  a  sense  of  coming  change  • 
but  a  brilliant  planet,  revolving  in  an  orbit  with  the 
extent  of  which  all  are  familiar,  and  reflecting  back  to 
the  source  of  hght  and  honour  the  beams  which  it  is  proud 
to  share.    Who  any  longer  believes  that  O'ConneU  is  to 
shake  the  empire  and  overturn  the  throne  ?    And  iwho 
doubts,  had  he  despaired  of  justice,  but  he  too  might  have 
been  a  rebel ;  and  that  the  continued  application  to  Ireland 
of  the  pnnciples  I  denounce,  would  have  revived  the  scenes 
and  the  sufferings  through  which  she  passed  in  1798  ? 

If,  my  Lord,  in  every  one  of  the  three  great  kingdoms 
from  which  the  population  of  British  America  derive  their 
ongin,  the  evils  of  which  we  complain  were  experienced 
and  continued  until  the  principles  we  claim  as  our  birth- 
nght  became  firmly  established,  is  it  to  be  expected  that 
we  shall  not  endeavour  to  rid  ourselves,  by  respectful 
argument  and  remonstrance,  of  what  cost  you  open  and 
violent  resistance  to  put  down  ?    Can  an  Englishman,  an 
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htetoiy  are" ut  a  Zat  anH  ,  hT'  ?'"""?  P«"°^«  °'  •>" 
are  b„t  mementos  of  tZfollv  ^n,l^»      V'^^  "T""" 

empire  to  anXer     Zr'^^T?    i?""  ""^  P""^'""  °'  the 

[ret^^:rw'c^£-«wor^^^^^^^ 

who  expect  them  thus  to  belie  their  oriofn  L  ^'^-^"^ 
It,  may  as  soon  hope  to  see  the  »7r»^™^^'  1°  '^'"gface 
their  fountains     ivfv  L^,^  m„  „       ?""  *'""';  ''""'^  "Pn 

.p.= .1..  „d«  h..«"T„'*s.!°£rjL''r 

l™«™d  [on  M  hli  Wloi..i^Ir^n.    "*'•  ""^  P«l«^  d.«h  gwd- 


Mmmmmm 
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A"o^'nrrv'».''  'r  '''«"*  "'  '"*^°'"'  •'"''*  ""•»  o'  them. 

with  r„,ii»  *"/?  *»»:'«'  and  villager,  and  intersioted 
rnderTll/.  •'^»" /hough  more  migKt  have  boon  done 
Nova  Sc^  In  T'"'".'  '"'""^''  "'""•'  "^idenoe  of  indu.^ 
quarter  of  the  globe,  are  some  proofs  of  entomriiK)  •  and 

n  the^H^llJe^fii''  "?'^7  ■?"'°'-i  '^  '''■°'"  '  hav ":ii;d" 
oontrLllr-  fhl  "'  ""«"«""'''  competition,  more  than 
we  «^HtimuUt„HTTr  """^S"""""  l-y  which,  whUe 
Zn^lt        l^  w  '"«'>*'■  «'^'"'«'  otherH  may  bo  for  a 
Ttutlon  Cf-     ",  '•"""  "^  "K'''  '^  inherit^  the  Sn 
?t  eannnf  ^     '"".=  ''  °"'- =ap»city  »«  maintain  and  enjoy 

t  cannot  bo  questioned  ;  have  we  done  anything  to  iu"t»v 

^ttl^ofZl^"'  birthright?    Many'^ofZoiSi'^ 
when7h«v  »"  ^""r  «"''8'a»««  '••om  the  old  Colonies 
d^H  Lf  I  ^    f '*  i"  '  '**'«  °'  rebeUion-not  because  thev 
oW  b^rJ.Tttr-.H  ?'  because  they  loved  it  SnderZ 
Han*iT^     and  the  old  forms  ;  and  many  of  their  desoen- 
dante  have  shed  their  blood,  on  land  and  sea  toSd 
the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  integrity  o7  the  empire 
?n„^T  °'  *i?  •?»^''««t  'ought  fields  of  the  PeninsuuTv 
?r     ^hTnr**^  '^  "■"  ^T'  ""''•  ^'h  their  S  to  7e 
'^rJsth^^X  "v"*  "SP''y  °f  'he  last  Amerio^ 
war  was  brought  by  a  Nova  Sootian  into  the  harhnni.  Trf 
his  native  town ;'  and  the  blood  th^  flowed  from  Nelson^ 
death  wound  m  the  cockpit  of  the  Victory,  mi"KK"th 
that  of  a  Nova  Scotian  stripling  beside  hto  "truck  d^wn 
m  the  same  glorious  fight/  A^  I  not  the"' justified  T 

i^^h  canr""^,^K',?y,''°"""-y'"''°  'hat  Cbnstitu  iS^ 
wmch  can  be  withheld  from  them  by  no  clea  but  m.n 

ZertMn"  B^'^f /tatesman-th^e  ZaTt^  X°"„? 
^7tl  ^w  *•"'  I  am  ;  and  I  feel  also,  that  this  is 

not  the  race  that  can  be  hood-winked  with  ^ophistiy^r 

into  HalifaTVL  «"ond  HoTen.'  '"vvt"  ^*''"'«'»  ««»  ".vigatej 
Provo  \Valli8  fnaiTS  .  w!m^  '  ^^°"S'  "f"™"'!.  Admir.1  Sir 
it«  beinif  t      mn  th«  .,  *«''-''?"w>i    Nova   Sootian.    Owing   to 

«,«aar„rind^":i^foL  Tb"  tKrprA\,inarr'- ^"^"^ 

a  great  number  of  officer.  ,md  men  to  iKriH  h  ^.'^^^^  P"" 

^J^^Oeorge  A„g,„.,.  We-'iL'-d'^^lSst 'artCi^iri  „U.- 


.i::^^  i'«fj.'j:r  .:.* 
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S  '^iri^'?"  *?.  *"'"**'"«  '^*''°>'t  complaint.  All  sus- 
f^T.  '^'«'°y«?ty  ^'e  caat  aaide,  as  the  pro^ot  of 
^?Sf  V  f"P'^ty ;  we  seek  fo^  nothing  more  than 
Stftlela"^  ^"*"'*''  ^  ■•  ^"'  -  -«•  ^^ -ten't^S 
^^y.,^'"'*'  ■*  ''as  been  said,  that  if  this  svstem  nf  ™ 
a'e'fo^ o"r  "^'h*'"?,'""''  '*  -"""^  lead rX/tani 

whole  population  ;  and  I  doubt  whether  the  same  benefit 

&-«,---  frro"pen55 

we'^^  "^7nt*'°°\'^  -'"'"'.^hile  indi^aSsp'^r'' 

eTtMed^ha?  ?hf«T^  *'"  «''*^"'"*'*  *°  tl'^  St'^te-    To  be 
SBtished  that  this  fair  competition  can  with  safetv  anH 

r^S^T-  '«J.r'^*T'  ^<x^ed  into  ^blicl  Va^ 

of  Enrif d'^-.t^.w^ r^^^-^y  *° «°~ threxampk 
of  England  with  that  of  any  Continental  nation  where 

lid  T"i*  'y',*T  '"^  •'««°  P"""«d.    And  S  h.  EnT 
land,  tte  struggle  for  influence  and  office  has  cuiC  cof 

Xrenor*  ^"^""^f  '^'""P'*^  °^  oonsistenc^f Zj  a„ 
adherence  to  prmciple  extremely  rare  in  other  countries 
and  m  none  more  so  than  in  the  Coloni^  wWe  tf' 
course  pursued  strikes  at  the  very  root  TmlSy  inde 
pendence,  why  should  we  apprehend  danger  from  ite 
introduction,  or  shrink  from  the  peaceful  rilllr^?/^ 
occasion  ?  But.  my  Lord,  thereTanotw'^ew  S 
ought  to  be  taken  Of  this  question.    Ought  nrSritth 

fnd^Tlf  ^'"''  '}^'^^^^-  "  it  wise  to^eave  a  Sn 
and  a  haJf  of  people,  virtually  excluded  from  aU  partic  ° 
pation  m  the  honourable  prizes  of  pubUo  life  ?  Th^re  1 
not  a  weaver  s  apprentice,  or  a  parish  orphan  in  Eng^nd 
that  does  not  feel  that  he  may,  if  he  h^  thn  t«lln?  T; 
through  every  grade  of  office,  ^m^cipMnatn^  "to 
hold  the  reins  of  government  and  influence  the  desSnies 
of  a  mighty  empire.    The  Queen  may  be  hostUe,  the  lS 
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uSon  There  LenofeLr'*'''  *°  ''^  ^«''<»«"^  »*  *•>« 
aspirante  •  no  l!f^!  t  *  ^^  compacto  to  exclude  these 
ComoSloii  to  whon^f  •'  °*  •"»P''°«ible  and  self-elected 

of  SCeot         ^  "'"'"^°'  °*  P^O'P'*  °'  diminution 

mmm 

Wul^e  "tt.TrP'^'"'  "^y  """'i'^^  and^pervTtT; 

teK''Cdy%'^oreott::r^"'*-^^^?°-'^« 
:f%'r%^Hf^"rTp^^^^^^ 
Ta^^^Lr--'^^^^  -u 

nave  lived  and  prospered,  and  done  the  State  good 
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and  hatedyou.  ShoX  T  li^  formerly  misrepresented 
which  I  contend,  operato ''I!  L^  *'lf  P""^'?''^  ^' 
North  America,  ^  thoVe  imn,^^  ,°*^"'*"y  "^^-^  British 

Yo^  I^rdshy'slneS  Tt  thrt'nr.""'^  P'"^"'*^ 
snaU  be  grati&d  by  the  reflection  tLr^i^''*'"  ''°.""*'7'  I 
honourable  men  now  conSn^^'  ^?*  *^^  Patriotic  and 

British  Constitution  MdC^AoTes^HP^^'P'**."'  «"> 
auxiUary,  I  am  Droild T^toL       ^  ""^f-  '"  »°  humble 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^th  th„  v  l^?"^  "^  ^»"'- 
Your  Ix>rdshiprhumWe'^fer"*  '"P"'*' 
And  most  obedient  seWant, 

JOSBPH  HOWB. 


RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT 


As  the  result   of   Lord  Durham's  .report,  the  EngBsh 
Ministry  decided  to  unite  the  two  Canadas.    On  June  10, 
1839,   however.   Lord  John  RusseU   announced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that,  "  after  the  very  strong  protest 
against  an  Union  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Upper 
Canada,  the  Government  would  certainly  not  feel  justified 
in  pressing  forward  legislation  upon  the  subject  during 
this  session."    The  Bill  passed  in  that  year,  therefore, 
dealt  only  with  a  revision  of  "  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Governor  and  Special  Council  of  Lower  Canada,"  and  the 
Union  Bill,  which  was  drawn  up  and  printed,  was  not 
pressed  to  a  second  reading.  Lord  John  RusseU  announcing 
on  June  28  that  "  it  was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  having  prepared  that  BiU,  to  send  it  to 
Canada,  with  instructions  to  obtain  information."    The 
task  of  obtaining  this  information  was  entrusted  to  the 
new  Governor-General,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Poulett 
Thomson,  previously  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  reached  Quebec  on  September  17,  1839,  and  for  the 
next  two  years  the  history  of  Canada  is  little  more  than 
the  record  of  his  multifarious  activities.    A  BiU  for  the 
reunion  of  the  two  provinces  was  drawn  up  under  his 
instructions,  differing  in  many  respects  from  that  of  1839  ; 
its  form  is  said  to  bo  lately  due  to  Chief  Justice  Stuart,  of 
Lower  Canada.    This  BUI  was  sent  home,  and  passed, 
ass 
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sr:  tr'eir^  ''•  ■"^•'  ^^  ^- '--.  ^^^ 

-ued  on  Februarys  fZ  "^""Tf'""-  ^'^  -'" 
effect  five  days  late;"  n  x  ""'  ^"'""  """"^  «*» 
Parliament  of  Teica^d"  '*'  ''"'  '''^  «"' 
had  been  chosen  as^SZte  T  "'  '^°«''°"'  "'^'"' 
had  in  the  previous Xl^V'  «°^«™°'-«eneral,  who 
under   f  e  title  of   B.        «  I'"  '"''"'^  *°  *'"^«  P««™ge 

Kent  ana  iS^nt^^in^crnada'^'trH"'  '''"^'"^  ^" 
introduce  a  form  of  responl^r  ^^'''"^'"°  "  "^"^  wa«  to 
at  the  same  time  p Zerf  tfT'"'"^"' ''"<='^ ''""•^^ 
the  Governor  to  thr,^roI,*'o;i'«^;:7-^"%  °^ 
adroitness  he  succeeded    ,•.  ^  '"^  marvellous 

-g^edtoheupseTrn^flTsS  ^"  '^'-^ 

before  it'could  U^  Xt  he'  2""^  '^  '^"«""'''  ^  '"' 
of  the  effect  of  a  faU  hZ  u  ^  '  "^  ^oP'^niher  19,  1841, 
of  office  had  In  Irt Tetd  ^"*  *''-«''  ^is  term 

varied  work  that  he  1;^!  """"P'^^^^'*  ^^  ^t  «o  much 

in«  his  -i^natTonno'r^rrRreirt-  "^I^^' 
task  which,  by  Her  M,i«  ,  "  '  ^  ^*'^  =     Thr 

two  years  a3ofse!L?::;;j~f'  '  "'f-ook 
faction  of  feeling  assur'ed  tl  It     ^^  ^^[rj^ -*^"- 

"eZj^th  ^''^^"----SnalT 

:  xiroTr  IT.  ::7  ;-'>  -  -^  "s  se'r J: 

«h«  year  (vol.  i,,.  The^Bm  VTsS?  'both'?  "f^*  ^'*«-  -B'".  for 
amended  i,,  Committee,  will  bo  fmin^  ■  "Ju"'  ""^-^^  form  and  m 
(vol  i.)     Ini„fi„^f„„-„7,'^,^"  ^°»°d  m  '^  ^^Mi^  BilU  of  184a 

"  On  February  )o.    De„.   X T  '"Houston,  o;.  cit. 
nofcee  that  this^       the  ^tlttvotZl  ^"'"  ''^'"•™"''  "81) 
°' ";?  aeoprding  of  the  royS  a,S  '"  '»■      ^'^  ^  "'  "***'  '"''  »''° 
stitution  of  Lower  Canada  ii  1838  ^°  ™P»«ion  of  the  Con 
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in  m»  province  have  been  constituted,  and  the  future 
harmomous  working  of  the  Constitution  is,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  secured." 

Below  are  given  his  instructions  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Lord  John  Russell,  certain  letters  which 
PMsed  between  him  and  Lord  Jolm  during  his  term  of 
office,  and  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  first  ParUa- 
ment  of  the  united  Canadas.  Certain  private  letters 
are  also  included  from  his  Life,  which  was  written 
m  1843  by  his  brother,  George  Poulett  Sorope,  MP 
The  other  letters  and  papers  are  taken  from  Parlia- 
mentary Accounts  and  Papers.  1840,  vol  xxxi  and 
1841,  vol.  iii. 


Lord  Joh»  Russbu,  to  thb  Right  Hon.  C.  Poulett 
Thomson. 

DowNiKo  Street, 
c,  _,  ■"*  September,  1839. 

tv-fr  '  Queen  having  been  pleased  to  confide  to  you 

the  Government  of  the  British  provinces  in  North  Ameri  °a 
Gre°aT  ^"^•"■t.t^^yo"  the  various  Commissions  utder  the 
Great  &>al,  wluch  authorize  you  to  assume  and  execute 
that  office.  The  intimate  knowledge  which  as  one  of 
Her  Majerty's  confidential  advisers,  you  have^cqiSred 
of  the  progress  of  Canadian  affairs  during  IheZ^Z 
years,  and  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  (SivemDj^nt  on 
that  subject,  relieves  me  from  the  necesshy  ™terin8 
on  vanous  explanations,  which  it  would  otherwfse  havf 
been  my  duty  to  afford  you.  But  it  is  fit  thatlThould  o^ 
the  present  occasion  record  for  your  guidance  the  int„n 
tions  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crow^n  on  ^the  principal  Ccs" 

^ove^^nTfr'"'^'  °"  ^^'^  y°"  ^1  bewailed    as^he 
^^  T?,?Rn?  •  }°^  P''°^i«««.  to  co-operate  with  them. 

The  Bill  mtroduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  Srine 
the  present  session  of  Parliament,  embodiedTyou  art 
aware  the  results  of  deliberate  reflection  on  the  various 
suggestions  contained  -in  the  reports  of  the  Cl  "f 
Durham  The  hope  of  parsing  that  measure  into  a  law 
before  the  Parhamentary  recess  was  defeated  by  vario,^ 


256 


RKSPONSrBLE  GOVERNMENT 


circumstances  whioh  ocourrxH   „«j  •  .. 

telligenoe  which,  in  the  oomm.n  ^'P^^'fUy  by  the  in- 
June,  reached  us  f  "om  the  2°?"""^  n  °*  *''«  """th  ot 
Canada,  of  the  stat"  of  public  S"^'"^"™?'"' ^pper 
as  expressed  by  the  resoluHoi^  TI^^V"  ">«'  '=°^°^y, 
semhty.  We  have  ne::"  cone"  aled  ft™^""''", ''"''  A«- 
the  success  ot  any  plan  for  f?,^.i  """el'^es  that 
affairs  must  depend  on  the  .n  '^"'«'°«"'  of  Canadian 
the  provinces  Vems°eW  TolS'thef  W^  "^ 
wishes,  and  to  obtain  their  CO  nLr.?  .  ,  dehberate 
reserved  personal  interco^erTlI    T  ^^  ^"T^  '^'^  ™- 

p|bra:f  tS.^cSon  s^thr  J"'  ^  ->'  ^ 

subject  of  constitutional  changes   iSrM  ?""*?''  °»  *e 
ment  must  be  understood  Z^enteruL^t^'f^^  ^°^«™- 
conviction  in  favour  of  the  do1?p„  „?^  ^^  *  ^"'^  ^"■°ng 
they  have  proposed  for  the  «I°!'''''  T^""^"  ^^cE 
Attaching  minor  importance  to  fh?T  J^^  Parliament, 
that  BiU,  we  have  fomd  noTufflnii*  "^°'''^r*«  '*«**"«  °f 
the  prmciples  on  S  rt  Z^S  'T" '"' '"^*"','*^ 
latave  Union  of  the  two  prSwZzi^  ^^.T    "^T*  '«««- 
claims  of  either  province  in  arfin^T^  ^.^  '  ™8*^  *°  the 
Union-the  mainternce  of  the'^t^*  *^"  ^"^  °f  that 
vincial  legislature-the  settlements  "'^^^  °^  *•"«  P'°- 
list  for  seouiins  the  ind«™JT    *  °/  ?  Permanent  civil 

the  executive  |ov^metrthltTe^'o^o&'  "^t  *° 
IS  necessary  for  the  public  cood^^^K  ^^i"?"  "^^"^ 
of  a  system  of  local  government  h^r  establishment 

freely  elected  in  thi  variZ  citL  '^T"*'''^*  ^'^- 
From  any  of  these  prindTs  H^r  M  •"'!  f"'^'  '^i^'""'*- 
would  be^n^ost  relucCt  ^  rece^^'  X*^A'^-"^''^«°' 
tion  of  every  other  plan  wWv,  t'     u       *  '""  "ivestiga- 

have  not  bee^n  able' toXo'tt'Z  buTtMH?' "^  ^^^^ 
able  hope  of  a  satisfaitorv  l^tti  ""^  ""t  this,  the  reason- 
be  your  first  dutytoendei^otr^^^^^  ?^"'  therefore, 
such  an  assent  i?its  «enl?Il  nH„  •°^*'""  ^°I  *''''*  "ne**"™ 
tion  of  its  details,  a^mav  rind  "T*'-  ^"^.'^^  <»  e°™e- 
vince,s,  and  producTivTjf  p^^tal't "^^^l'  *°  *2,f™- 
are  various  modes  by  which  thtT"  *?''*"ta«e.  There 
plished,  and  in  giving  an  ™,fi;nrf?^^"*r?*y  ''e  accom- 
commanded  me^o  elp^ss  S  ^n  u  V  ^^^^'^y '"« 
judgment,  to  be  formeV^po*"  Cs^oltTo^rmp^Cr 
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folected  from  each  prCno"  to  frZ**"'.?^  experience, 

oe  afterwards  proposedTo  tL  P   ■  .T  '"""^''"'  "^  U"'"".  ^ 

2.  You  ma/3mble  the  1  '"?'?'"*"'<'  °/  UPPO^  <^'anada. 

and  propose  to  th^ihl  Izl^^f"^"^"  "^  Upper  Canada, 

M  G,uneil  of'Lower?^„ar        ^'"  """""^  ''^  ">« 

Upper  (Cad^te' IrmetTa^r  '"  "^«,-^«'»%  of 
reasonable  snirit  L»l.  "  ":,  '*""•  conciliatory,  and 
assembly  aKpSto^the""""''  *VT°'^«  the  present 
thepro4ce.'  But  in  the  kt'  ?,  'J""  inhabitants  of 
vince,  in  the  presence  of  rint"  ""j«^<:'«l«'ate  of  the  pro- 
necessity  of  a'^s"  dfssXtZ  ht'''''r.'"°"'  ^'^'^  *e 
the  united  province  can  mfilfT^-^?''''  ^^^  assembly  of 

Go'^mtXirelitrre"''^  PJooeed"'Her  Majesty's 
competent  auttoritTsLh  a  Xrl^  y°"'  ^""nded^n 
a  division  into  cities  anHHf^!  °'  representation,  with 
lay  the  scheme  before  Pari?  "*';  ''^.  r^  ^"^"^  '^em  to 
data  on  wSit  h^b^n  fo™"^'''*^''''"''?^"''*'  '»  *»>« 
the  general  arrangemenr  '  ""''  '"  ""^  J"«*'««  °f 

of  Union  may  be  foi^d  X„rrt"'''.'^''"=""»ti°°.  the  plan 
you  find,  afL  aU  Toufef  tCr^t"-"*-.  S*'""'" 
you  will  lose  no  tim«  i„  „  '  *^**  ^"'='»  '^  the  result. 

Majesty -sltoa;^^  theXX'f "«  *"  •"«■  ^°'  »«' 
the  nature  of  any  Xmativfi^r?  '  y°""'  "P'"'""'  »•"» 
conducive  to  the^general  good      "  ""^^  "^"^  *°  y°»  """'o 

BaJ"deS"The'&;^i^  l^h^Tr*  *?  '^'"''^  — - 
tracted  at  the  expense  of  «„  ^'t  ^'^,  "'""^'^y  •>««"  P~- 
hazard  to  the  iSsts  of  th«  P  V"^''  ^""^  ^™  6'«ater 
this  kingdom  caZft  h„  fl  Canadian  provinces,  and  of 
Her  Majesty's  SSvern^f"  Tif '^^'"°J'8''*  *°  ^  «'°««- 
await  the  res^ult  of  yo-^n^^irsl  ^^^^J^^^ 
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effected.     I  earZX  tnl.J  ^r.  -."P'""""^  "  ''''°"'''  >» 
thi«  countty  by  "Period  H?V-»i''  ""^^  ^  ™''"''^'"'  i" 

the  continuance  Hth«  ^^.Ir"^""*'^^  government,  and 

esteem  of  th'e'^i^lajl^Sl.f  t  p«Se.  """"''^""^   ^^ 

of  co^i^T^te^iTtolt  '''"^'"  ■'  "'°*''-  -»'i-' 
necees^  ?hit  3  ,houW  h  P'^^''^^'  °n  '^Wch  it  is 
Her  Majesty's  Tover^ent  TrF"^  °*  '^^  ^T«  "^ 
between  Lord  GlenX^  sir  TnL  *«    ""^^Pondence 

tific^ions,  to  KecteTann"  '"^r*'  ^^  *^*«'"1«1  f"'" 
which  it  s  not  Snt  wfllT"*"^"*  "*  *"  ^^P™=«- 
equivalent  advant^e     VnT  K       '"""Pf"«ated  by  any 

Battionrd''b?li?thn  Wo'jTf  '""^  .^°'"'"7.  ""^ 
«ett.eme„U  o^n  the  Stie^'o'^^;  princ^TSf  X^^ 
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defence  wUoh  could  blnu«„l^.  "S"  «'"'"°'nical  plan  of 
with  the  le^t'XIbTe^eKr  c'^Tn'rir" V*" 'S''''"' 
and  m  the  meaVtime  you  windT  '^.f  '5'°  ^''*""! 
M  far  a«  may  be  compatible  Ilh  th^  ?P  '"Z*  P^^e"'. 
the  augmentation  or  th«„T?.-  ■•''''''°  "^^'y-  ""h*' 
volunt^rs,  or  the  sedenta^  .nJ^""'"u"''u°"  '°°'  "'  ^^e 
during  the  laat  winter  al?r„?T'  *'""''  ^*"  embodied 
army"  On  all  sXects^f  ^1,^!  f  ""l"'  ''°  *''«  ™«"lar 
consult  Sir  RTchard&on^^L\"f'^'!i  *''"^«^">  y°"  **" 
'"Tat"  .^-f ?«-te'.n^^^^^  ■"'"^'"^ 

K^dlnniii'^^^^^^ 
communioated  to  me  bv  Srf  n  T^  "'a'"?"'*  report 
serves  but  toionte,  end  to  nl»^  ■  *""  ?il  '?"  ""''J^'. 
the  difficulties  by  which^  we't,™  n  "  ?"1' ,«'«"«"•  "ght 
promotion  of  thVmost  i^lrrnf  Pk^'''""?'^  *^"«' 'he 
Such  is  the  extent  oS  Sated  an^*   '  o*" '"-^'e^- 

J^e  proportion  which  stmtSv^tS'i^"Thf?t'''''''' 
that  the  hope  of  rendering  ,.„Tltt    ,r".  ■"  the  Crown, 

by  the  sale  of  suchfis  «  Zottt","^  "?  i°  emigration 
entertained.  The  n^eVA^" ,"'P'*'^"*  •*  reasonably 
tion  of  any  such  sy"~^^d  b^r^  *°  '^'  '"*™'^""- 
large  tracts  of  land  held' byTrant^esfnTr""""  °i  *'" 
profitable  state.  This  couU  ht  ^!„*  ^  ''f"f"  *"'^  ""- 
position  of  a  tax  on  uncleared  land^nH  t  ""'^  ^^  *''«  '™- 
the  collection  of  that  tav  to  -  ^u  ''?  e^a^tments  for 
the  law.     l"  ?he  W'  ^ZZ^   ^^  ^""^  ?'«''"«°n  "' 

present  time,  noluSy^^  wh  ch  such  aT,^'  "L'?" 
imposed.     In  the  TTr^r,,,,.  v^  wmcn  such  a  tax  could  be 

exLted  that,  in  thHres^tZ?  '\  K^^'^y  *»  ^e 
cufiles  which  eicompafs  the  suwtt  Jfr-  ^^^  ^^■ 
overcome.    Amonirsf  tlh«  izt  object  will  be  effectually 

the  union  of  the  p?,v^Jces  ?t  fs  „n°t  J^  T''^!^"^  ^">^ 
that  the  united  Eature  wnnW  k"'\^*''  important 
subjects  of  this  nature  w?t^  7°"'^,  ^^  **''«  '"  *"»  "Pon 
from  the  undue  wL  of  loTaHnt^^f  comparative  free/om 

to  the  perman:n'rpVo°^:|^r:fXro^^^^^^^^^ 

death.  o„Hea  on  .he  .."^Senl  .ru'.h^S;  Ar/'S„%J,T 
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Such  hoing  tSe  principal  nubjeoU  of  common  intormt 
to  the  two  provmcci.  to  which  your  attention  will  U, 
inimMlial..|y  ea  liHl,  I  have  next  to  notice  those  which  will 
relate  exclumyely  to  the  province  of  Lower  Canada 

pJli»''n,  ■',  *  '  'T  *«•'■».  I"""*"!  in  the  last  ,e««i.,n  of 
Farliamcnt,  in  amendment  of  the  Act  of  the  first  year  of  Her 

teP'th  7.*"'  I"'"^'''"'? '"■■  'I'"  tem,H.rary  admhiiHtra- 
J^A  ?l  a  ^"^f™""*"' of  Lower  Canada,  will  relievo  you 
hv  ih?.^'*"  Council  from  many  of  the  impediment, 
by  which  your  immediate  predeceHsor  hasten  en- 
countered in  the  attempt  to  promote  the  internal  intere.t« 
of  the  province  S,r  John  Colbornc'H  despatches,  and 
e.pec.a£y  that  of  the  lath  of  March,  1830,"  Lvc  pointed 

^LhV  ^^^^^  S''"^  °^J'^^  °^  8''™'  Public  utility, 
which  he  was  unable  to  advance,  in  consequence  of  the 

I^  WmT^?'^?!;  *'"<'^^h«  legislative  powers  confided 
to  him  and  to  the  Special  Council  were  exercised.  To 
these  your  attention  will  of  course  be  given.  Much  as  the 
suspension  of  constitutional  government  in  Lower  Canada 
is  to  be  regretted,  it  will  not  be  without  a  very  consider- 

shou  d  be  maturely  and  wisely  made  for  securini  to  the 
people  at  large  the  benefit  of  those  social  institutions 
from  which,  in  former  times,  the  thoughts  of  the  local 

SlJI?.,'''"'  '^''"•'r^'  ^?  '^^  «°nt«>^««>ie«  which  then 
agitated  the  provincial  society. 

The  establishment  of  Municipal  Institutions  for  the 
management  of  aU  local  affairs,  will  be  among  the  most 
!.?lC**"nn  .i^"  '^^eo's  to  which  your  attention  will  be 
^f  tf„  P^S  "i"  »"';)«<"  I  ^o"ld  refer  you  to  the  report, 
of  the  Earl  of  Durham,  and  the  Appendix  marked  C 
by  which  It  18  accorapanied.     AltLugh   the  commis- 
sioners whom  hi9  Lor(fahip  appointed  to  investigate  the 
question  were  unable,  from  t£e  shortness  of  the  time   to 
submit  to  him  any  conclusive  recommendations  respecting 
It,  the  information  which  they  coUeoted  will  prove  of 
much  advantage  to  you     On  the  importance  of  such 
institutions  I  need  not  enlarge.     Your  acquaintance  with 
the  system  of  municipal  government  in  this  country  will 
point  out  to  yor  that  there  is  no  mode  in  which  local 
affairs  can  be  so  properly  administered,  and  that  they 
form,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  appropriate  and  effec- 
,>LF°^^""''  ^^Pl'fhe"  for  1888  ars  found  in  Account,  and  Panm, 
1839,  vol.  xxiu.,  and  for  1839  in  Accmmt.  and  Paper,,  184^  vol  S 
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tuuJ  mettiw  of  training  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  the 
higher  liranohen  of  Ipgiiilation. 

The  promotion  of  education  among  all  claiuieH  of  the 
people  will  also  engage  your  earnoiit  attention.  On  thi« 
iubjeot  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  information  afforded  hv 

I^hTTV  ,"■?,?"■!  "'  ^'"'''"''  ""d  hi.  colleagueH, 
and  of  the  Earl  of  Durham.  It  will  afford  Her  MajStv'B 
Oovommcnt  the  most  sincere  sutisfaction  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  any  mea«urea  which  you  may  adopt  for  the 
furtherance  of  this  important  object. 

u  •?  t^l  ^t"' »"■'''''.''  ™"  "o*  he  taken  of  the  affairH  „f 
HritiKh  North  America,  it  in  obvious  that  those  of  Upper 
lanada  must  occupy  a  very  prominent  place.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and  the  superi- 
ority to  considerations  of  a  nature  merely  personal  by 
which  the  present  Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  distin- 
guished during  his  long  career  ol  public  service,  will 
bv  w™  ^^  f  "Pyi'i"f«ti»faction  being  entertained 

by  him,  if  you  should  find  it  necessary,  for  a  time  to 
assume  in  person  the  administration  of  the  government  of 
i„''rr  S*"l''*-  »n'l  during  that  period,  to  supersede  him 
m  the  discharge  of  his  functions.  In  the  prosecution, 
therefore  of  your  endeavour  to  obtain  as  much  agreement 
as  possible  in  the  plan  to  be  hereafter  submitted  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  you  will  not  hesitate  to  repair  to 
loronto.  When  there,  you  would,  of  course,  avail  your- 
self of  the  experience  which  Sir  George  Arthur  has  ac- 
quired, and  of  the  assistance  which  he  will  have  both  the 
aoiuty  and  the  disposition  to  afford  you. 

nZ^t  n"*  i^P'"  .Y^'"^  '^'"  *"8*8e  your  attention  in 
Upper  Canada  IS  the  present  financial  state  of  the  pro- 
vince. This  has  been  most  elaborately  explained  in  the 
Lieutenant-Governor's  recent  despatches.  Embarrass- 
ing m  the  immediate  state  of  the  question  is,  it  is  vet 
gratifying  to  learn  from  those  communications,  that  the 
aifliculties  m  which  the  provincial  treasury  is  involved 
origmate  in  causes  which  do  not  affect  tne  wealth  or  the 
ultimate  resources  of  the  province.  Having  undertaken 
great  internal  improvements,  especially  those  of  the 
Welland  and  Rideau  canals,^  with  inadequate  resources, 

la^WnJ'i'J'^  '"'•''«""'" '^t  »?'  'o  Cunada  as  High  Commissioner  in 
1885  and  soon  afterwards  appomted  Governor. 

»omi„„°Z    ^.    \''"'.'^  '°'^<^^»  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  thus  over- 
coming  the  obstacle  to  navigation  presented  by  Niagara  Falls     It. 
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money,  the  loans  h?ye  b^en  rjSsed  at  «  V  ^^  borrowed 
the  duties   of   imnnrf  I!^         j     ■      '"?<le™te  extent, 

tiof    FoXinlT'sLn  ^^'1  *°'  '"^*"='  conSdera- 

mean,  of  the  C..«p»,„i  and  eSu  RWer  %^»"'^.'°"  ^"^  °"''''»  ^^ 
a  niUitary  work,  to  Eve  an  »lf.r^..i  ;    ,    ™'  designed  mainly  as 

should  the  SrioS™rS,  1818   eonZf/''""  !^"™">  '^  ^ontr^o^! 
St.  Lawrence.    (See  I^Tif"  d! l.^kl  222  )        "  ""'  ""  ""°  ■>'  ">» 

revenn?:ar.7S.^°?e"£tett;7Litr^^^^    I^=  »-"> 
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The  second  financial  measure  of  the  year  was  the  enact- 
ment of  a  Bill,  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  £260,000  sterling,  for  £1  each.  This  Bill 
has  aiso  been  reserved  for  the  signification  of  Her  Majesty's 
pleaaure.  I  regret  to  state  that  Her  Majesty  cannot  be 
advised  to  confirm  it.  The  issue  of  such  an  amount  of 
smaUmconvertible  paper  money,  as  a  resource  for  sustain- 
mg  the  pubho  credit,  is  not  to  be  justified  even  by  the 
present  exigency  of  public  affairs.  The  effect  of  the 
measure  on  the  currency  and  monetary  transactions  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  value  of  private  property 
throughout  the  province,  must  be  such  as  to  counter- 
balance any  advantage  which  could  be  obtained  from 
this  temporary  relief.  If  the  credit  of  the  country  can 
he  made  available  to  sustain  for  a  time  the  transactions 
of  the  local  treasury  in  a  less  hazardous  and  objectionable 
form,  you  wiU  accede  to  any  plan  of  that  nature.  It  is 
only  as  a  temporary  expedient  that  any  such  resource 
wUl  be  reqmsite ;  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  province,  that  the  scheme  devised 
to  meet  the  pressure  of  the  passing  day  should  not  be  such 
as  to  preclude  the  early  return  to  a  more  salutary  course 
of  financial  operations. 

A  third  measure  of  the  same  general  character  has  been 
adopted  by  the  local  legislature,  to  provide  for  the  in- 
demmty  of  the  sufferers  by  hostile  incursions  from  the 
Umted  States.  The  BUI  for  this  purpose,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  ascertain  and  provide  for  the  payment  of  all  just 
claims  arising  from  the  late  rebellion  and  invasions  of 
this  province,"  has  also  been  reserved  for  the  signification 
of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure.  I  fear  that  Her  Majesty's 
assent  to  this  BiU,  in  its  present  form,  cannot  be  given 
The  objection  is  not  to  the  measure  itself,  in  the  pro- 
priety of  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  entirely  con- 
cur ;  but  we  think  it  impossible  to  advise  The  Queen  to 
assent  to  an  Act,  which,  if  so  sanctioned,  would,  by  the 
terms  of  the  preamble,  convey  a  pledge  from  Her 
Majesty  that  the  charge  of  this  indemnity  should  be 
ultimately  borne  by  the  British  treasury.  The  principle 
involved  in  this  declaration  is  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  thus  incidentally  recognised,  even  supposing  it  to 
be  nght  that  it  shoiUd  be  admitted  at  aU.  Neither  could 
Her  Majesty  properly  affirm,  in  so  solemn  a  manner  her 
acquiescence  in  this  claim  on  the  revenue  of  this  country 
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passed,  with  the^miesi^m^^,"  "^"  ^'"  '^""^^  ^e 
conour'in  the  eL cZent  oHt  '  '^     '""''  y°"  ^'  ''^^y 

revenues  of  the  proS  ^tl^f'T?"  ^°'  *^«  ^°^° 
I  am  compeUed  to™unce  thartl"°T  ''«"**  *"* 
from  which,  in  its  oi^nt  fo  Jt  i  '  "  *'*°  *  measure 
mu8t"be  withheld   '^The  „ff! T^i  -f"-  *''^"*  '^  *>»«  Cr°wn 

proteitio^of  the  -grit  th«l'  '^'°  ^'"'^''^^  ^'"'^  *^^ 
their  maintenMce  f^m  th!  ?l  ®''  '^^°  *'  P^«««°'  <l«rive 

the  grearmaJ^Sty  Ce  reLrt^dT.  uT "%'"'*.°^  ^^"^ 

ine  last  of  the  reserved  Bilk  nf  th^  i=+„  e  • 
reference  to  the  lone  ennfr^'^Ii  a  u-  '**^  Session  has 
reserves.  To  this  Bffl  th«  R^  '"''^^°*  °^  ^'^^  "'^W 
lawfully  beeS  ri^en  ^tU  M  T""*,  "^"^^  °°*  '"'^ 
before  iither  HC^'of^^uL^'e^t  Itl""^  ^?  ^"•J^'^y^ 
15th  August  that  I  receivS  f?^  th«  T^lT  °°.*<?"*'^  ^^^ 
the  doc^ient  necessa^  to  eSe^e  t^^^Tfl"^ 
Uon  of  the  Constitutio'^al  AoT^l^l.^^lf^JX^^^^^- 

'  Soch  an  Act,  confined  to  Dnnor  ror,.j. 
sesBion,!  the  Legislature  of  the  ifnU.S  S!    •'  ''''  P"''**  ">  I"*  ««' 
Losses  Bill  in  Lower  C™ada,  see  p?8I3.  ^"""""f"-    ^^  ">«  KebeUion 
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ParrmenSrS^  ™*''  ?**i^'  "'^  commencement  of  the 
not  a,S»n^  ^"°"  °^ '**'^-  But  had  this  difficulty 
^ffif  n  ■  *^®'^*  ^^"■«  °'''«'  motives  which  would  have 
^r  fitrT*?''  '•'^'^"■'fPt^n^e  of  this  me^te  by 
t^e  tblrlL  ^"''«'"«"<:  delegated  to  the  local  legisla- 

th^  effect  of  h^^^P-°P."''*'"8  *^"  "^^'^7  reservesfand 
iZ,i  1  •  w  *®  B'"  '^  *°  retransfer  this  duty  from  the 
ocal  legislature  to  ParUament.  with  a  particular  ?e^tric! 

unlLTnr  °°'''*"^'°"'''  proceeding.  It  is  certainly 
tTaTparl^lnTT"""*-  P""  ^^-^J^^ty  "'^""O'  "^'unie 
should  nnrh?  "''"  ^'"^PJ  ^¥^  delegated  office,  and  if  it 
w™,1H  >!1  %  so  accepted  the  confirmation  of  the  Bill 
would  be  productive  of  serious  prejudice,  and  of  no  sub- 

e«1ementr''«"  .■"  ^Z"^^  Poatpone 'indefinitely  ?he 

M^acbn^t  fCrv,"'^'  *?  ''!™g  to  a  "lose  ;  besides  I  can- 
fhl  T^TT  '  '^^^^  ^^'«* '"  **»  country  greater  facilities 
~  ?rth^''""f''  '"'.^  adjust^e^t  of  this  con! 
S^o  ;),»V   ■  P°°*?Fy'  **ie  provincial  legislature  will 

that  ?on^t^  .wa°<f.  and  general  opinions  of  society  in 
fident  Fo7' /■".r^"^  Parliament  is  unavoidably  de- 
f^  rJ'  1,  *^*^®  ■■«^°'"  Her  Majesty  wiU  decline 

to  give  her  assent  to  this  Bill  ^  j     j   "m  ueoune 

eniaervour'nif  "f-"^  '°  '^'  P™"'?"'  topics  wliich  will 
NOTthAm^w/  ■^°^°"  ^  Governor-General  of  British 
^orth  America,  m  reference  to  the  two  Canadas  omittine 
many  mmor  questions  which  will  form  the  subject  o1 

and  ft  n^  FhI  ^  ?Y".?*  ^^"^  Brunswick,  Kova  Scotia, 

vi^eTof  BritkhT"?K°A*'^  *°  •^"''*  "^*'  '"  ''"  the  pro- 
t^e  minds^f  Th«  n  '^'"'"u"?  y°"  ^"  •"^"'"''to  upon 
ine  mmas  of  The  Queen's  subjects  Her  Majestv's  fixed 
deternunation  to  maintain  the  connexion  now  subsist 

oomp«n«tLn  for  hoSei  uf  Wa ttereL:"™'  «"''=  '-"i^ri-",  witi, 
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the  favour  of  M^l  V^^S    ^^^  J"^  t**"  '''''^^  by 
their  happi„e»tT^,^r„?^-  I."  ZS^f^"  °' 
I  have,  Ac, 

(Signed)    J.  Russell. 


Sir, 


DOWKINO  Steiet, 
nth  October,  If 


called  ''Re8p^^8?^r(L%tr„°°ent"Thr  ?^  ^\**  '^ 
you,  however    tr.  r<.f„^  V        .  "*^®  *°  instruct 

construed  rr.Wl^  *"^  explanation  which  may  be 

meaninris   genS"a^etd'''   ''^''V-y  ^^ry  definite 

themselV  thTa^^^^atroftUrprinl/e'Tutl";''' 
vagueness  is  a  source  of  delusion  and^f  ft    ii  ^7 

^The  const.tut.on  of  England,  after  long  strugfles  and 

Bclative  to  tli  Aff^ofCa^Z^'^}u7^-^--'  <^'>rre.pondence 
may  be  adopted  it  must  Z  taUn  ftS  Lf„i  j  J".  S'^  ""'"""s  which 
to  the  determination  to  m^tlfn  It  ST  v,"* '5"'^"  Majesty  persists 
m  Canada.  Neither  the  Zonr  of^J,  m"*'  ^^^  5°^^  Authority 
support  due  to  Her  loyiU  .uSs  in  ^rif  ^TS'u'.''""™'  ""  ^^ 
provident  care  of  the  intMests Tf  .L  p  *  '''  ^°'^  America,  nor  the 
deviation  from  this  I«S^,fo°f  IXh  p1,l:j«^'  "■"■"  P"-'  ""^ 
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alternate  snooess,  has  settled  into  a  form  of  Rovernment 

U  I™?  It"  P^i^*''^^  °^  "!?  ^™-"  •»  u„di?p„~u 
IS  never  exercised  without  advice.     Hence  the  exercise 

m^v  'l^'''''T'^-  and  however  the  use  of  the  authority 
touch^   condemned,   the  authority  itself  remains  un^ 

resuk^nw"""  practical  solution  of  a  great  problem,  the 
result  of  a  contest  which  from  1640  to  1690  shook  the 
monarchy,  and  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  countT 
.»,.ii  \  ^^  ^^  *°  *PP'y  '^"^  a  practice  to  a  oolonv  we 
shall  at  once  find  oursefves  at  fault  The  power  f o?  whiTh 
a  minister  is  responsible  in  England,  is  not^is  o,^  j^wer 

the  orLfT  °-  ^^^  ?™^i  °*  ^^"^  ^o  »  f°'  thrtime 
of«P„£n    •   ■'  «  °''^?"»  that  the  executive  counoiC 

llr  wS^ ''  If  "  "*"''"°°  *°*''"y  *ff«™nt-  The  Governor 
under  whom  he  serves,  receives  his  orders  from  the^&o^ 

of  the  Crown  of  England  ?  Evidently  not,  for  the  Cro^ 
su^^^Iuth'ority™'  ^°-  *^"  ^^-   '-"*^°-'  -<i  -^ 

one  ^^rt^PP""'  *¥«f?re.  that  'he  Governor  receives  at 
adti^r*  *'"'.'?'"<'  *""?  instructions  from  the  Queen,  and 

each  oth^  H  r -"f '  l°"""."'  ^"^'^''y  •"'  --iance'rth 
lanH  fvT  V.  ^^  i^  *°  "''^y  •'"^  instructions  from  Eng- 
WU".  i?  o^^tS^*',^*  constitutional  responsibiUty  entirefy 
taus  ,  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  to  foUow  the  advice  of 
his  council  he  is  no  longer  a  subordinate  officer  tat  an 
independent  sovereign. 

There  are  some  cases  in  which  the  force  of  these  objec- 
tions is  so  manifest,  that  those  who  at  first  made  no  ^s- 

and  Zt^fTr  *•!"  ".'"^'itption  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  of  the  colomes,  admit  their  strength.  I  tuude 
to  the  questions  of  foreign  war,  and  intemationalS 
tions,  whether  of  trade  or  diplomacy.  It  is  now  said  that 
internal  government  is  alone  intendled 
„j,-"t.*i    u    *™  *°™^  "^^  °f  internal  government   in 

or  tte  safety  of  the  state,  are  so  seriously  involved  that 
•t  would  not  be  possible  for  Her  Majesty  to  delegate  her 
authonty  to  a  ministry  in  a  colony.  ^ 

I  will  put  for  illustration  some  of  the  cases  which  have 
occurred  in  that  very  ppovince  where  the  petition  for  a 
responsible  executive  first  arose-I  mean  Lower  Canada 

Durmg  the  time  when  a  large  majority  of  the  assembly 


2«8  RKSPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT 

of  Lowor  Canada  follow«H  M   d„.,;_ 

it  was  obvioMly  the  aim  of  th„f  t^^f*"  **  ^^^"  '^^d^'- 

aU  who  did  their  dutv^fl!p   8''»t'«.'nan  to  discourage 

and  to  deter  aU  who  fhouldresoTt^  p""S  '^'-  ?™^  *• 
habits  and  feelings  from  withou  '"r^^^^  "T  ^"^"^ 
■t  would  have  b4n  imposT  Me  for  LT^-  °°.*  '"y  *^^*' 
port,  in  the  ParliarnT  o  the  UnS^d""SH  *°  'T 
measures  which  a  m.n.-.fX,    i?    j  j   .     ^"gdom,  the 

would  have  imposed  Znt^e'ri^^*''"^  ^J.^-  P^Pine^u. 
British  officers^puniK  fo? ^JT1i°  ^^"^ ^""^^ ' 
emigr  mts  defrauded  of  tl,i?^.°*.  ^^V,'  ''"'>' '■  British 
discouragedTthel^awinT.^  P-T'y  '  ^""«'>  merchants 
appealed*  to  Parifame„T^^aCt"ihrp"°"^^^  '"^^^  '""'"^ 
and  would  have  demlSdeTprXct'n'^"""^*"  '^''y' 

ha^*be":nSngVh:ntir7oS^,h*^"  "°"'«*''*«''-  *° 
of  the  judges  '     Wm,M  .n^,  Colborne  suspended  two 

fidence  of *^e  AsTemblv  L  ""'i°''J?°''«'^'"8  t^e  con- 
fer such  an  act  fZdvit  ft     ""«^%'^'»8elf  responsible 

depended  onlsadSon  NirSef '^  "^i''^  P™^""« 
your  Excellency  is  TZelf  S^hl,  ^  ^  °"''^''."  °^  ^'^<='> 
Bedard  and  Panet>^,M  '"!.  T "' i*'P«""^"8  Messrs. 
execution  by  a  miniZv  d^Jnrf-'"  f°^*^^'  °'  ?"*  « 
majority  ledVMPapmear"'^"^  '°'  ^^"^'^''^  °°  » 

impossible.  ^""^^"^  "'"^  conceded  would  be 

of  SSMe'<L'rZT'''  f'^fT  *°  tl'^  ""loptio" 

to  theTactioal  Ws  of  cor^-^'''  ^  '"'  ""'«  °^  "°"« 
mended  by  Lord  dX™    "f  i^^aUovernment  recom- 

Queen's  <^vernlSv^nrdeslSt"t'hwl^''r-  ^''^ 
sentative  assemblies  of  British  N^,f^  a  *"?  '^'P  "F"" 
measures  of  reform  «nH  f  "'^^^  Amenca  in  their 

wishtomaLtho^p^olcTthlTe^nnr  '^'^'^  ''"^^  "° 
at  home.     Thev  ar/?.™   !?  the  resource  for  patronage 

taJent  and  XLZ  ^fTer^'^  ^nrVr^c  T  ^^^ 
advantages  similar  to  those  wLrSt'anKaTter ' 

Co.bSf'',„XSX^X  wUhZr^f?  "t^«««  •'^  Sir  John' 
instated  by  the  home  IZ^ZeZt  t^Xl  .  l^M.f  ^  ™" 
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iS^Zm   '  H*''^"''!'''  ?"''''"^'  °'"""  *"  the  United 

wht7J-  ■P°'"'^^"'"°°8  •!«■•  North  American  subjeoto 
^nl  ?r°'?  ''^'^/■"■"-  1°  ^o^ving  the  Queen's  oom- 
™ri»^'  ''TJTu  •  .*°  P'°'*''  »8»™t  »°y  declaration  at 
variance  with  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  and  the  unity  of 

^T,.Zl"ti  'T"?-"'  *•*?  '"""'  t™"   ta^trueted^to 

announce  Her  Majesty's  gracious  intention  to  look  to  the 

L  fhlT*^  attachment  of  her  people  in  North  America 

as  the  best  security  for  permanent  dominion 

H.w  ll^'^f  tf'y  '°''  this  purpose  that  no  official  miscon- 

in  fL^^*^  ^^  screened  by  Her  Majesty's  representative 

in  the  provinces  ;  and  that  no  private  interests  should  be 

allowed  to  compete  with  the  general  good. 

„..•  u"!!  ^^'foeUenov  is  fully  in  possession  of  the  principles 

^^1-^    .^""^^  be  aware  that  there  is  no  surer  way  of 

autSes      ™°"^      *^  '"''"'"*'''"  ^^'^  *''«  le^slative 

tio^ilm'^iilt  *-?"'  ™"«°n«<l  you  against  any  declara- 
tion from  which  dangerous  consequences  might  hereafter 

coTduot  >'"''™k''''X°".  ""t*"  *^«  generalline Tyot 
Hn^  r  '  ^^Y-^^  T^  ***  ^  ''*^«  "ot  drawn  any  specific 
WH  TnS'^.;r^"^  *^  P°^f  °'  '^^^  Go^«™or  on  the  one 
nnahi  r?**""^  pnvileges  of  the  Assembly  on  the  other 
m^l«H  T  *"  *^*?'^-^  ^"'  ^^"^  """"t  be  the  case  in  any 
Sl*?^r?"'*1'-  ^Z^'y  ^^^^^  constitution  in  whicK 
to  S  bv'^r^tT  *'  '"'P'TIVO^^^-  is  only  enabled 
to  exist  by  the  forbearance  of  those  among  whom  this 

&h'  <^«*"''"tt<J-.  I"  thi«  ^Peot  the*example  o 
England  may  weU  be  imitated.    The  sovereign  usine  the 

&Zfnrr*  *'  ^'■•"^.*^  *«  "^'"ost  extent  ani  he 
n.^  f  Commons  exerting  its  power  of  the  purse,  to 
carry  aU  its  resolutions  into  immediate  effect,  would  pro- 
duce ocnfusion  in  the  country  in  less  than  a  twelvemonth, 
ho  m  a  colony  :  the  Governor  thwarting  every  leeitimat^ 
proposition  of  the  Assembly;  and  th^e  A^mbTy ^o^ 
tinually  recurring  to  its  power  of  refusing  supplies,  can 
retL^l"'^  ""  P"''*'''^  ^e\^tiom.  embarr^a^s  trade  and 
retard  the  prosperity  ot  the  people.  Each  must  exercise 
a  wase  moderation.    The  Governor  must  only  oppose  the 

rtheM*%'^?f."y  "¥'«  '"«  ••o—  ofth'eTro^! 
or  the  interests  of  the  empire  are  deeply  concerned  ;  and 
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attachment  to  thetthorii^.^ToMri'^S"  "  '"«""" 
I  have,  Ac, 

(Signed)    J.  Russell. 


^^1 


DOWNINO  Btuit, 
18<A  October,  1889. 

on^^hrh^js^oyirfn^^^^^^^^       ">« »«"- 

to  be  held  throughout  the  Rriffln  1  •  ^°*"  'PPear 
the  governor  hiSf  a„d  ev!rv  ™r  ^'°'"*'-  ^  ^"^  t'*'" 
are  Appointed  Zring  the  roTaf!.?""  ""'""«  ""•*"'  '"'"n 
important  difference*  The  Gover^nn^"™'  *•"•'  ^*''  *»'''' 
fact,  revoked  whenever  the  in  teredo  thT""-°"  "'  '" 
are  supposed  to  require  suoh  «  Jho„  °V*n«  P-  '"  service 
tion  of  local  affaS  But  fht  °*=*  "?  ^^^  administra- 
puWic  officers  artery  raL^indZ?'''"°nV'  ""  °'^'' 
positive  miseonducT^I  c2.^  le^'Tv."'.'''/^?''^'  '°' 
present  or  the  two  last  re"^  a  sSe  in!.  ''""?8  ">« 
ourred  of  a  chanffe  H^til  k  i-  *'"  "Stance  haa  oc- 
e:.oept  in  oa^s  If  Z«lh    '"'""■*»»*«  colonial  officers, 

miscS„duct"ThifsSm°of'3a  TT"'''  »' 
pleasure  into  a  tenur^for  life  oririnat«rf  *  l  u^-"  .*' 
pract  ce,  which  former!  v  AV^T^V?!,     probably  m  the 

obtained  of  late /ears  oftrefe^ta<^L^*''"  ^*''''''  *«« 

that  a  different  coSSjJt  fouJUd  *and'  tK? ™; 
of  my  present  communication  is  t^  . ^n  '  *""'"«  object 
rules  whichEwiU  be  hereS?„hL?  T°""f?  *°  y°"  t'le 
the  provincfof  Wer  cS    ^''^  ""  *'"^  ^""J^^*  « 
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You  will  underetund,  and  will  oauM  it  to  be  made 
generally  known,  that  hereafter  the  tenure  of  colonial 
offices  held  during  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  wUl  not  be 
regarded  as  equivalent  to  a  tenure  during  good  Behaviour  • 
but  that  not  only  wiU  such  officers  be  called  upon  to 
retire  from  the  public  service  as  often  as  any  sufficient 
motives  of  public  policy  may  suggest  the  expediency  of 
that  measure,  but  that  a  change  in  the  person  of  the 
governor  will  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  any 
alterations  which  his  successor  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
make  in  the  list  of  public  functionaries,  subject  of  course 
to  the  future  confirmation  of  the  sovereign. 

These  remarks  do  not  extend  to  judicial  offices,  nor  are 
they  meant  to  apply  to  places  which  are  altogether 
ministerial,  and  which  do  not  devolve  upon  the  holders 
of  them  duties,  m  the  right  discharge  of  which  the  char- 
acter and  policy  of  the  government  are  directly  involved 
They  are  intended  to  apply  rather  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments than  to  persons  serving  as  clerks  or  in  similar 
capacities  under  them.  Neither  do  they  extend  to  officers 
m  the  service  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
The  functionaries  who  will  be  chiefly,  though  not  exclu- 
Mvely,  affected  by  them,  are  the  Colonial  Secretary  the 
Treasurer,  or  Receiver-General,  the  Surveyor-General  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  the  Sheriff  or  Provost 
Marshal,  and  other  officers,  who,  under  different  designa- 
tions from  these,  are  entrusted  with  the  same  or  similar 
duties.  To  this  list  must  also  be  added  the  members 
of  the  councU,  especiaUy  in  those  colonies  in  which 
the  Legislative  and  Executive  Counoila  are  distinct 
bodies. 

The  application  of  these  rules  to  officers  to  be  hereafter 
appointed  will  be  attended  with  no  practical  difficulty 
It  may  not  be  equaUy  easy  to  enforce  them  in  the  ca.se 
of  existing  officers,  and  especially  of  those  who  may  have 
left  this  country  for  the  express  purpose  of  accepting  the 
oihces  they  at  present  fill.  Every  reasonable  indulgence 
must  be  shown  for  the  expectations  which  such  persons 
have  been  encouraged  to  form.  But  even  in  these  in- 
stances It  will  be  necessary  that  the  right  of  enforoinc 
these  regulations  should- be  distinctly  maintained  in  prac- 
tice, as  well  as  in  theory,  as  often  as  the  public  good  may 
clearly  demand  the  enforcement  of  them.  It  may  not 
be  unadvisable  to  compensate  any  such  officers  for  their 
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disappointment,  oven  by  pccuniarv  ar.^*.      u      ■ 
appear  unjust  to  dispenJTwhh  ThST^    '  ?''"'"  "  """y 
sucl,  an  indemnity      '^  ""*''  '«'^''"«  *'thout 

I  liavo,  Ac, 

(Signed)    J.  Russbu,. 

My  Lord,  '"*  Novtmier,  1889. 

having^Sritltsp^^j'g^^nr^^^^^^ 

to  ^z  zt:^  oi'&  ^-^\^^^fsz 

of  Upper  a„r£^w:?  Cana^  anToUdted  *r  P"'^"''"' 
respecting  it  "uaua,  ana  soUcited  tlieir  opinion 

body"tS"ad&sofUt:h  and'o",-  '  "^'^"^  ^^  '^at 
honour  to  encTosrcop  :^."^/T'^yK'"?'^«'•  ^  ^''V'' the 

extract  from  the  jouma  «  fmm  ^i-  i,  *'"'^."'""™t  «» 
learn  their  proceeZ^s     '  ^"^  y°"  ^"'''"P  ^U 

posin^Wpe^^lf fc^rS:^^  tV'^  '"•"°h'^^  -- 
administratis  of  my  predeoZor  ItT^  If  "^"""S  '^« 
hereafter,  in  the  exefciCf  mr^.eretiKt.T''''''^ 
alterations,  with  a  view  tn  inJ.r.rl  !t  i  *?  '"*''«  »°n»8 
body  ;  but  Ifelt  thlt  »«  fi  *?^.  *^^  efficiency  of  that 
Gove^ment  in  re.  .^d  to  h^  T^°'^  °^  ««'  Majesty's 
was  extremely  desfra'ble  that  T.T"?^";  '"'"  l^own,  it 
the  consideraLnTthaVh^l^rti")^'''  "^.P^'oiWe,  submit 
in  whose  selectioV/  h'aS*:;.^^!  ^0^?^  *°  "  ^"-" 

mil^CXtrht/utm*"  tT'^ni"^^^^  -  ">e 
it  was  indisputable  to  al^H  °'  ^^^  ^  constituted, 
imputation  that  fhad  sefected  Inrl  *''"  IT^WIity  of  an 
whose  opinions  coin6rd:d^:,^h  S  ow^""  '"  *'°"  """^ 

tion  whatever  •  and  if  i!  „  ^i!  making  no  altera- 

oan  now  refer  to  ?h».--  ^"i  ^'■**'  satisfaction  that  I 

u^n"rou:J'    TltTewZfo't'f."  '^''  '^T'^  ''""™t 
y      xaeir  views  as  to  the  urgency  of  the  union. 
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the  e^taMShment  o   arWtr»rT  "'^'J"'™'""'  »'  '^e  time  in 

^vetgnTn'd  trrt  BritS"  '^"''•-  "'*»'  """Tr 
feeUnga  WMst  amonf?h  ""P""""}  'ha^  the  same 
or  3e  ealwv  decS  th  *''°  ■"•"  '™"  well-affeoted 
tional  rightel&or^  ri;i,l     ""T"*'"*!  "^^  ""  «°"«ti'"- 

ch^e''"orthe'n:tur:'orthaT*H"'"''P'r'  "•""""^  " 
do^tedly  someVfferce°^^^^^^^^  »'^«™  -"*«  - 

wilet''difc;'i7nrar  '•'«,?'^--'-  of  these 
to  be  their  JpiraSratfcf"!''^^  "^"''t^'^  ^^^'^ 

18 
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take  the  Mttlement  of  Canadian  affain  at  once  into  iu 
own  hand-  rather  than  that  it  -hould  be  delayed  hv  a 
reference  to  individual  opinion.,  or  to  the  .ohenieg  which 
may  be  put  forward  by  aifferent  Motion,  of  local  partien. 
Ihe  large  majority,  howeyer,  of  tho.0  whom,  opinion. 

.„^"i?  u  ■  ?PP<'""ni»y  °'  ''»nung.  hoth  of  Briti.h 
and  French  ongin,  and  of  thow,  too,  whow  character 
ana  station  entitle  them  to  the  greatest  authority,  adyo- 
oate  warmly  the  establishment  of  the  union,  and  that 
^E?5„  i.°f  P*'*!"'  fairness,  not  merely  to  the  two 
provinces  but  to  the  two  race,  within  this  proyince. 
Of  the  extent  to  which  this  feeling,  with  regard  to  the 
upper  province,  is  carried,  your  Lordship  will  find  a 
most  conclusive  proof  in  the  resolution  of  the  Special 
Council  respecting  the  debt  of  Upper  Canada.  By  this 
resolution  a  large  sum,  owing  by  that  province  on  account 
of  public  works  of  a  general  nature,  is  proposed  to  be 
charged  on  the  joint  revenues  of  the  United  Province. 
Upon  other  details  of  the  arrangement  the  same  feeling 
prevails.  It  would  be,  however,  useless  for  me  to  trouble 
your  Lordship  with  respect  to  them,  until  I  have  had  the 
opportumty  ot  aaoertainina  the  views  and  opinions  enter- 
tamed  by  the  peop  e  of  ifpper  Canada.  If,  however,  as 
1  trust,  thf  principle  of  re-union  should  meet  with  their 
assent,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  can  only  be  in  consequence 
fu  .T£  ,  «n  unwarrantable  character  apon  their  part, 
that  difficulty  wUl  arise  in  settling  the  principal  terms. 
I  have,  Ac, 

(Signed)    C.  Poui.ett  Thomson. 

Enclosube  1. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Poulett 
rhomson,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  most  Honourable 
Pnvy  Council,  Governor-General  of  BriCsh  North 
Ajmenoa,  and  Captain-General,  and  Govemor-in- 
j  tt'"  *"^  °^*''  ^^^  Provinces  of  Lower  Canada 
and  Upper  Caaada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
and  the  Island  of  Prince  Edward,  and  Vice-Admiral 
of  the  same. 

May  it  please  vour  Excellency, 

.  ,^>  H^.";  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Special  Council  for  the  affairs  of  Lower  Cauade  at  a 
meeting  convened  by  your  Excellency,  under  the  authority 
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»nd  In  pursuanoe  of  the  lUtute  in  thii  bmhrnit  v^^a^ 
t^k^SrTo^''*'""^^  "'•'™  toS'ur'Ifjencyl^; 
province,  in  havii-g  called  our  attention  to  Her  Maiimfu'- 

™d  Wr  Can^i'^'r^  ^'"'  P''""'"'"''  "'  Upper 

Kovernment  T»r        °  «P«"ence  we  have  had  of  the 

nBn«HT.^  intimately  convincf3d  has  become  of  indis- 
pensable and  urgent  necessity 

H.J^i.f!?""'**""^  *^   contemplated  measure    we  have 
(Signed)    J.  SruABT,  Chairman. 

SptOM,   COOKOII,  MOKTEKAL, 

mil  November,  1889. 


Spkcial  COUMCII. 
IVeiJnMday,  Imh  November,  1639. 

^""'trnr^JH'"^""'*"'  V"f''"«  "f-^unistances,  in  order 

anlthe  L^nH"'"''*"l^/'J-  '^%  P*""'«  ""'i  tr;nq-aimty 
mfnf  f  i  '  <'?'"t't"t>onal,  and  efficient  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  CaS. 

18—2 
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the  reunion  of  these  provinces  under  one  legislature 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  has  become  of  indis- 
pensable and  urgent  necessity. 
Resolved— That  the  declared  determination  of  Her 
Majesty,  conveyed  in  Her  gracious  message  to  Parlia- 
ment to  reunite  the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  is  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  entertained 
by  this  Council,  and  receives  their  humble  and  readv 
acquiescence. 

Resolved— That  among  the  principal  enactments,  which 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  ought  to  make  part 
of  the  Imperial  Act  for  reuniting  the  provinces  it  is 
expedient  and  desirable  that  a  suitable  civil  list 
»{|0"J"  be  provided  for  securing  the  independence  of 
the  judges,  and  maintaining  the  executive  govern- 
ment in  the  exercise  of  its  necessary  and  indispensable 
functions. 

Resolved— That  regard  being  had  to  the  nature  of  the 
public  debt  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  objects  for 
which  principally  it  was  contracted,  namely,  the 
improvement  of  internal  communications,  alike  useful 
and  beneficial  for  both  provinces,  it  would  be  just 
and  reasonable,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  that 

^u-  ?^'  °*  **''^  ^^^^'  ^  ^^^  ^^'^  contracted  for 
this  object,  and  not  for  defraying  expenses  of  a  local 
nature,  should  be  chargeable  on  the  revenues  of  both 
provinces.' 

Resolved— That  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of  the 
terms  of  the  reunion  of  the  two  provinces,  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  CounoU,  with  aU  confidence  be 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  under  the  full  assurance  that  provisions 
of  the  nature  of  those  already  mentioned,  as  well  as 
such  others  as,  the  measure  of  reunion  may  require 
will  receive  due  consideration. 

Resolved— That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  most 
expedient  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  Her  Majesty's 
North  American  provinces,  and  the  speedy  cessation 
of  the  enormous  expense  now  incurred  by  the  parent 
state  for  the  defence  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
that  the  present  temporary  legislature  of  this  pro- 
vince should,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  succeeded  by 

>  Especially  Uie  Welland  Canal  and  that  at  Cornwall,  which  had 
been  left  unfinished  through  lack  of  funds. 
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a  permanent  legislature,  in  which  the  people  of  these 
two  provinces  may  be  adequately  represented,  and 
their  constitutional  rights  exercised  and  main- 
tained. 


Toronto, 
20th  November,  1888. 
'I  have  succeeded  in  Lower  Canada  in  far  less  time 
and  with  greater  ease  than  I  could  have  expected  from 
Sir  John  Colbome's  account  to  me  of  the  state  of  feel- 
ing, especially  in  his  own  council.     The  fact  is,  that  his 
council  ran  riot,  and  did  not  icnow  how  to  proceed.     I 
have  given  them  my  opinion  strongly,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  expressed  my  willingness  to  hear  and  give  duo 
weight  to  theirs.     This  course  has  shortened  business  (for 
there  is  a  strong  wish  to  be  guiled  by  the  Home  Govern- 
ment), and  produced  unanimity.     So  far,  therefore,  as  the 
Low-er  Province  is  concerned,  I  look  upon  the  Union  as 
settled.     The  decision,  too,  I  have  reason  to  know,  gives 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  Province  generally,  and 
nearly  all  are  prepared  to  accept  the  measure,  if  it  can  be 
carried  through  Parliament,  with  the  utmost  cordiality. 
The  fact  is,  that  all  parties  there  are  dead-sick  of  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  desire  a  return  to  Constitu- 
tional Government.     Of  course  the  extremes  have  their 
different  crotchets  for  arriving  at  this  ,;nd.     The  ultra 
French  desire  an  immediate  return  to  the  old  Constitu- 
tion.    The    ultra-British    the    disfranchisement    of    the 
French  Canadians.     But  even  they  have  been  satisfied, 
I  believe,  by  a  little  management  and  a  good  deal  of 
firmness,  that  both  were  equally  out  of  the  question, 
and  have  now  joined  with  the  great  mass  who  hold 
the  middle  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Union  measure. 
The   Canadien  and   the   Montreal  Herald  lie  down   to- 
gether upon  this   point.     In  short,   the   unanimity  is 
wonderful. 

I  have  now  the  Upper  Province  to  deal  with,  which 
will,  I  fear,  be  a  more  difficult  L-atter.  But  I  do  not 
despair  ;  and  certainly,  so  far  as  ah  the  real  interests  of 
the  country  are  concerned,  the  Union  is  far  more  neces- 
sary to  Upper  Canada  than  to  the  other.  If  it  were 
possible,  the  best  thing  for  Lower  Canada  would  be  a 

'  In  his  bioj^aphy  we  are  not  told  to  whom  this  and  the  followinK 
letter  were  addressed  by  Sydenham. 
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despotism  for  ten  years  more  •  for  in  tr„tK   *i, 

r]S.lf„'°ff'',r"5 „"''■»"  "lain  ™:  K 

3  Wv    f  "^1'^  ^""^"^  institutions  and  rul^/  would 

:mSLrertrr/  fa^ti"^  ^r^z^  °tS  ^-^< 

GoTernment  wiih  Tntense  Wtr./  TT*  ^^^^^  '"  '•>« 
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How,  with  a  popular  assembly,  Government  is  to  be  con- 
ducted under  such  circumstances  is  a  riddle  to  me  I 
am  now  more  than  ever  satisfied  that  the  Union  affords 
the  only  chance  of  putting  an  end  to  the  factions  that 
distract  the  country ;  the  only  means  of  recruiting  its 
finances  by  persuading  Great  Britain  to  help  the  Upper 
l.anada  Exchequer  ;  the  only  means  by  which  the  present 
abominable  system  of  government  can  be  broken  up,  and 
a  strong  and  powerful  administration,  both  departmental 
and  executive,  be  formed.  And  unless  the  people  will 
assent  to  the  general  outline  of  it,  and  Parliament  will 
then  carry  the  details,  upon  which  they  would  never 
agree,  with  a  high  hand,  the  province  is  lost.  From  all 
that  I  can  hear  ir  see,  I  would  not  give  a  year's  pur- 
chase for  our  he.  1  of  it,  if  some  great  stroke  is  not  given 
which  shall  turn  men's  thoughts  from  the  channel  in 
which  they  now  run,  and  give  a  fresh  impetus  to  pubUc 
works,  emigration,  and  the  practical  improvement  of  the 
country  s  resources. 

It  is  indeed  a  pity  to  see  this  province  in  such  a  state. 
It  is  the  finest  country  I  ever  knew,  even  what  I  have 
seen  of  it  in  a  circle  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  here  • 
and  by  the  accounts  I  receive  the  upper  part  is  eveii 
superior.  Lower  Canada  is  not  to  be  named  in  com- 
parison. The  climate,  the  soil,  the  water-power,  and 
faoihties  of  transport,  finer  than  anything  in  North 
America. 

T  ^f  *^''  '"  tlieir  present  state  of  violent  excitement 
I  shall  be  able  to  persuade  the  people  to  come  to  reason- 
able terms,  I  cannot  venture  to  say ;  but  I  am  sure  it  is 

the  last  and  only  chance.     After  having  brought  

a""!  — — ■  to  think  that  the  French  Canadians  ought  to 
have  their  full  share  of  the  representation,  I  shall  not 
despair  of  any  thing.  But  what  I  hear,  and  have  as  yet 
seen,  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  is  not  encouraging  If 
they  are  not  wiUing,  however,  I  shall  appeal  to  the  people 
without  hesitation ;  tor  the  state  of  things  admits  of  no 
delay,  and  no  half  measures. 


12(7!  December,  1889. 
I  am  not  a  bit  afraid,  of  the  responsible  government 
cry.    I  have  already  done  much  to  put  it  down  in  its 
inadmissible  sense  ;  namely,  the  demand  that  the  council 
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demand  has  been  madfi  m-nt       "^  ^^  "/    ^"  '""t.  this 
iy  them.     And  I  hrve  LT^i  "■<.";?  /'"'  *''«  P«°PJ«  than 

At  the  same  time  XV  h„„        ^  ^t^  governor  himself. 

is  not  to  be  wondered  Kn^;  '."i'''  *  'y^t*'"  it 

responsibility  of  thrK^vlor  fo^r^h*  '""""^^  °"  *''« 
faUs  to  the  ground  I  have  toIH  f  1^  "T  K°7«™'»«nt 
as  I  cannot  get  rid  of  Jv  ri  '''^P^?P'«  P^^ly  that, 
government  IvHIl  ,^.         ^  responsibility  to  the  home 

Either  the  governor  is  tlf^^^  ^  "^  ''*'.  ""mmon  sense, 
tho  fi«.t '",  6"™™or  IS  the  sovereign  or  the  minister      Tf 

sSons^le  to  T/J""""  •">"'«ters,%ut  he  c~be  re 
of  men  in  the  colony  *''"°*  '"'  "°^*''  t''*  ''""trol 

Toronto, 
My  Lord  ^^'^  September,  1840. 
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introduced  in  the  schedule  for  the  Qvil  list,  to  which  I 
before  called  your  attention.    There  is  nothing,  however. 

^h.f .  ?  f^T^  "^i"^  ^'J'  ^  ''«"«^«-  "««'  any  insuperable 
obstacle  to  the  working  of  the  Act. 

But  it  is  wth  the  deepest  mortification  that  I  find  that 
the  whole  of  the  system  for  the  estabUshment  of  local 
government  has  been  omitted  from  the  Bill,  and  that  Her 
fcr  ^".r^"'™"'?*  »"d  Parliament  have  contented 
themselves  with  the  simple  legislative  re-union  of  the  two 
rtovinces.  without  providing  any  machinery  by  which 
they  can  be  satisfactorily  governed  when  united,  or 
guarding  agamst  those  evils  which  have  been  so  severely 

if  Lit  *^-*"°u  "^J""*'  government,  and  the  con- 
sequent assumption  by  the  assemblies  of  functions  which 

.Wr™.  J?Pf  fe  ^"^  °"8  ^  '^^'°-  "^'^  ^hich  will  now  be 
incre^ed  tenfold,  after  the  two  provinces  shall  have  been 
•laced  und.r  one  government  and  one  legislature 
1  need  -caroely  recall  to  your  Lordship's  attention  the 

18qfl"tr''T'"'«^".*^'*  r'J'  *'^«  °'«^»''«-  I"  the  year 
^fL  f"  ^%  affairs  of  the  Canadaa  were  under  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  it  was 
determined,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Earl  of 
Durham,  to  re-unite  the  provinces,  the  Cabinet  was  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  his  declaration,  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  establishment  by  Parliament  of 
a  system  of  local  government  simultaneously  with  the 

Z^ZlV^t  Tn"'  .*''f  ^^^  P'*"  *«"  submitted  and 
f,^n  ^^  .  **•?'"  °1**'**  y^*""'  proceeded  altogether 
upon  that  principle  Five  districts  were  created  apart 
from  the  central  legislature,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the 
measure  was^erected  in  accordance  with  it.  I  need  not 
either  remind  your  Lordship  that  whilst  this  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Cabinet,  those  members  of  it 
who  really  took  a  deep  interest  in  Canadian  matters 

^nf^^!?il"fv.-'°  '*"¥y  ^^^  °P™°"  °f  the  necessity  of 
enforcing  this  pnnoiple,  that  they  would  not  have  assented 
to  any  plan  which  involved  its  exchision.    The  Bill  of 

ii  V'^r^^^T"'  ^'f,  ^  ^*^  <l«P"ted  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  people  and  legislature  of  the  two  Canadas 
to  the  union,  and  to  transmit  a  plan  for  effecting  it.  and 
tor  the  future  government  of  the  two  provinces.  But  in 
the  instructions  with  which  I  was  honoured  with  a  view 
to  my  proceedings.  I  was  emphatically  told  that  one  of 
the  most  important  principles  to  be  kept  in  view  in  any 
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"Z"™t» w-  t^^  ^"*T  go'^^^'nent  of  the  Canadas  was 

and  rural  districtr"  "  Th^*  „ft  .  ,,  •  ^*"°"'  •'■*'«8- 
every  othef ^Phioh  hL'tel'^^rd^X'CX^' 
Government  have  not  been  able  to  disco^erTn  anv  h^.f 
"  Aa^tfrT""'"^  '"'?«  °^  "^  satiefactoX''8ettCe„''t"" 
Pa^ni  ^"a^hmg  minor  importance  to  the  (Tetails  "°  thev 
cannot  depart  from  these  principles."  ^ 

Accordingly,  m  pursuance  of  the  dutv  asaiimf^  t„  ™„ 
and  having  obtained  the  assent  of  the  le2to«  of  7h^ 

to  tt  peZ:  °'  tT-  ^T'  -''V,«-erally  IcLptb  : 
bafJmf  ^f  fi  ,7.  P,'*"  received  the  cordial  apnro- 
HH  n  f°^"*i/*^^'*y'  Government.  Your  LoSd 
menrth^cl? "^  ^'^  '*  ''^^■'"^''''  *°  introduce  to  S 

me  of  the  necessity,  to  use  the  words  of  I^rd  oSm 

tions'"f: Wl'r'"'*r"'  °^  ^^-^  muifoipall^Mtu: 
Sinn  ."  !.,     °'^  """"."y  *  P"*""*  °f  tlie  colonial  con- 

the  state'  of  thr^°I-'f*i?  ^  ^^"  °°^  '^'^'J  °f  «t"S 
ine  state  of  the  British  North  American  provinces     nf 

observing  the  social  condition  of  the  people    and7b« 

worI:mg  of  the  constitutions  under  which  tWh-™t. 

governed-has  convinced  me  thaT tie  tu^Tf  tlriJ^U 
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the  difficulty  in  the  government  of  every  one  of  them,  U 
to  be  found  in  the  absence  of  anv  well  organized  system  of 
local  government.  "=■"  ui 

Owmg  to  this,  duties  the  most  unfit  to  be  discharged  bv 
the  general  legislature  are  thrown  upon  it ;  powers  equally 
dangerous  to  the  subject  and  to  the  Crowi.  are  asslimed 

tX.  I  u-?'""i''y;,  '^^^  P^°P'«  '^'"''^o  n°  twining  in 
those  habits  of  self-government  which  are  indispensable 
to  enable  them  rightly  to  exercise  the  power  of  ohoosine 
representatives  m  ParUament.  No  fie&  is  open  for  the 
patihcation  of  ambitic-.  in  a  nanow  circle,  aad  no  oppor- 
tunity given  for  testing  the  talents  or  integrity  of  those 
who  are  candidates  for  popular  favour.  The  people 
acquire  no  habit-  of  self-dependence  for  the  attainr-ient  of 
their  own  local  objects.  Whatever  uneasiness  they  may 
feel--whatever  little  improvement  in  their  respective 
neighbourhoods  may  appear  to  bo  neglected,  affords 
grounds  for  complaint  against  the  executive.  All  is 
charged  directly  upon  the  Government,  and  a  host  of  dis- 
contented spirits  are  ever  ready  to  excite  these  feelings. 
On  the  other  hand,  while  the  Government  is  thus  brought 
directly  in  contact  with  the  people,  it  has  neither  any 
oihcer  in  its  own  confidence  in  the  different  parts  of  these 
extended  provinces  from  whom  it  can  seek  information 
nor  IS  there  any  recognized  body  enjoying  the  public  con- 
tidence  with  whom  it  can  communicate,  either  to  deter- 
mine what  are  the  real  wants  and  wishes  of  the  locality 
or  through  whom  it  may  afford  explanation.  ' 

Hence  the  readiness  with  which  a  demand  for  organic 
changes  m  the  constitution  has  been  received  by  the  pwiple 
Upon  every  consideration,  therefore,  I  am  of  opii5on 
that  It  was  our  duty  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of 
supplying,  through  the  Imperial  Legislature,  this  capital 
omission  m  the  constitution  of  these  colonies,  by  the 
estabhshment  of  a  good  system  of  local  government : 
and  although  the  Act  would,  in  fact,  only  hive  extended 
to  the  Lanadas,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  with  such  an 
authority  before  them,  similar  provisions  would  have 
been  adopted  by  the  legislatures  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
iirunswick,  where  the  defect  is  no  less  glaring 

But  it  may  be  said,  why  not  trust  to  the  provincial 
legislatures  for  the  establishment  of  such  institutions  if 
they  are  needed  ? 
Lord  Durham  has  given  the  reply  which  certainly 
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"Thaf  ,>  i.      •"T""*"''"''  °'  *•''''•'  I  can  now  ooXm- 

wm  be  1  u/tf^l '°  'Tl*  *'"'*  »""''  «  """"fi-'e  o'  power 
wm  be  voluntarily  made  by  a  representative  body  •"•  and 
to  this  I  may  also  add,  that  although,  after  a  oSderable 
time  and  much  ejcoitement,  the*p;,ple  mighT  oom^l 
their  representatives  to  establish  «S  a  system  "t  K 
S-  Ihoth'^  "'*'"  ^^  r«P'««<'nta?ionsC^„'s  't':,:? 
th^L  J^^  "" .'"°"'  ■"  *"  fa«'  intended  than  to  aive 

the  po„,er  of  taxation  by  themselves  for  their  own  S 
objects  :  and  the  argument  in  favour  of  its  beinRTheS 
of  the  Government  to  find  money  for  all  their  wf its  is  so 
pecous  and  popular,  that  it  ^ould  probably  be  some 

f™  th^:  _:  ^"^I'  r^'^?  themLlversUnuou"; 
lor  this  purpose  ;  and  when  they  did    I  treatlv  dnnht 

Hey'Madt?"''v*'ir'r'''  ^^  ">«  '"*""»  int"™t«  of  all 
dei,lo3^  f  ^°'*^  >'"""'"'"  possessions,  I  deeply 
deplore  the  determination  which  has  been  taken  ■  whUst 

me-Sefv  "the'  '""^"'"'"'  ""^  P"""""!  "^^^  ^«foro 
tTe  uSon  ict  T*.°:r'°r*.°T'  '^«  ^^°  Panadas  under 
Me  union  Act,  1  confess  that  I  am  almost  at  a  loss  tn 

UnTr  thr^'/'  •P^''P°'f  !•"''  ■*  BhouW  be  conducted 
fi,»  „        the  provisions  of  .ihe  Union  Act,  not  only  will 

undfr  thf  £e'?'  °'  "  r "'^y  ''"^  >»"««  lo"g  be^Ted 
dfstant  f^L  ?  ""  u^  °^^  executive  authority"  thus 
but  tht  inZl  ^  '"'^'  "^T  "  "^^  •'''  «*"«d  "Pon  to  act ; 
but  the  local  concerns  of  every  district,  and  even  viUaire 

lesrufder  U,  ""^^  "^l""'.  °^  territory 'mSstbrmoeT; 
less  under  Its  superintendence,  and  that  too  in  matters 
of  which  It  can  know  httle  or  nothing.  The  pr^visTon 
by  which  the  initiative  of  aU  money  votes  is  ooSfined  tS 
the  Governor,  is  a  most  valuable  and  important  chane^ 
m  the  constitution  of  these  provinces  but  it  nlae^^a 
responsibmty  on  the  executive  which  can  only  be  e^er 
demand L'  ^y^*^"?. -''-h  -"eves  the  pubhcTunds  from 
the"  aon.Win^'^f  ''ttle  paltry  expenditure,  and  confines 
wieir  application  to  matters  of  general  utility  As  the 
Act  now  stands,  the  executive  government  wm' be  caled 
upon  .to  propose  every  grant  of  £5  or  £10  for  a  road  or  a 
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bridge  600  or  700  miles  from  the  seat  of  government  ; 
of  the  merits  of  which  it  can  know  nothing,  and  of  which 
it  can  learn  nothing,  except  through  representations  which 
It  has  no  opportunity  of  testing.     If  it  acts,  therefore, 
it  will  probably  act  wrong  ;  if  it  does  not,  it  is  at  once 
exposed  to  the  reproach  of  having  neglected  the  interest 
of  the  locality  which  it  was  bound  to  consider  and  ad- 
vance.    Whilst  these  duties  are  imposed  upon  it,  too,  no 
means  whatever  are  afforded  by  which  it  can  acquire 
information,  or  exercise  the  slightest  control.     In  Upper 
Canada  it  is  true  that  there  is  some  machinery  in  tho 
different  districts  now  established  by  law,  which  will  pre- 
vent the  executive  from  being  wholly  powerless.     Thoro 
is  an  organization  in  each  district  of  sheriffs,  grand  juries, 
&o.,  and  the  magistrates  possess  under  the  provincial 
laws  certain  powers  which,  although  defective,  still  afford 
the  means  of  going  on.    But  in  Lower  Canada  this  is 
entirely  wanting  ;  and  the  division  there  for  judicial  pur- 
poses is  of  a  character  which  affords  no  assistance  whatever 
with  respect  to  the  rural  districts  of  tho  province.     The 
hand  of  the  Government  is  entirely  unknown  and  unfelt 
throughout  them.     If  I  had  to  seek  for  information  from 
any  place  from  10  to  ISO  miles  from  Quebec  or  Montreal, 
I  possess  no  means  whatever  of  obtaining  it,  except  from 
the  authorities  called  into  existence  by  the  rebeUion,  and 
for  whose  permanency  there  is  no  security  whatever.     If 
the  executive  seeks  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  people 
with  regard  to  any  improvement,  there  is  no  one  to  whom 
application  can  be  made.    In  a  word,  every  country  dis- 
trict throughout  the  whole  of  the  vast  province  of  Lower 
Canada,  is  as  completely  cut  off  from  any  connection  witli 
the  executive,  as  if  it  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  undtT  a  different  form  of  government. 

I  certainly  was  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  the 
existence  of  this  state  of  things  must  be  fully  known  to 
Her  Majesty's  government,  and  that  after  the  deliberate 
judgment  that  had  been  arrived  at  last  year,  and  the  in- 
structions I  had  received,  it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary 
for  me  to  have  repeated  any  statement,  or  have  furnished 
any  fresh  argument  in  support  of  the  principle  of  local 
government.! 

'  Writing  at  the  same  time  to  a  friend,  Lord  Sydenham  expressed 
himself  stiU  more  forcibly :  "  Without  a  breakwater  of  this  kind  between 
the  Central  Government  and  the  people,  government  with  an  Assembly 
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has  been  »rrived  at  determination  which 

the^pSferanate^'  fl  'It  °??'"'"-  »»•' 
defeated  6y  the  Sfon  „f  ??^  ^V^".  U"'°"  Act  are 

upon  the  powe™  coil;cWit'"tud  nr  t'*""-  """"« 
Union  at  all,  until  ParlkZnt  h./i        ■  Pr°«]'"'n'ng  thi. 

tunity  of  reconsidering  ttrollu"™  T^'''"'  ?"  *?PP°'- 
ledge  that  the  delay  whThwnnW  ,?"' ^  ""."*' "'''"o*- 
reopening  the  Can^Ja  question  fn  EnZnT'' r**  ""' 
fortunate  y,  all  thatrellfB.  V„  .il^^  Ji-ngland,  whore  un- 

BibUi^  of  Lr^:- ^-ir^^  myself  the  ^spon- 

with 't;^:"'o"«i^t'^  'l  Tom  on  '."h'  '»°- S'-'^f"!  to  me. 

»u?  tl;£4S :  f  dnratXe"^ 

aj>d^n«^^rV;hth^^r.o*teht^^^ 

by  the  Provineial  U^llLZe  ^enulTT'^l"  "'"'*»  e»t«bli»fi 
to  them.  Nooolonif,  L'Sire^v^^ire'-uXVit"  ''»'"«P«'P»"-J 
«8e>  of  parcelling  out  Bams  of  m™,  ^°  «''''*'  P'"*'^'  " 
ilthough  by  the  Union  »m  ,1,  ■  ™.?  ?y  '"'  """"y  Pe"y  local 
be  conflnod  to  the  GomniTn,  thTn«wri„ri'nV'  """^y  vote.  wS 
the  moment  the  Executive  LcaJle3'^?Srn,*'"-^''''?™»<''ec«UM 
expen8e.,  with  the  detaU.  of  S  u""" '°  P'r*"  '"  »"  ">o,e  local 
renounce  the  taek,  and  leave  t  to  he  handTf  k"""  "luamted,  it  must 
A  dietmct  principle  must  be  1."  do™  ?h«  »° °'"^'"'""""°«''"»- 
be  borne  by  the  locaUtie,  tSem»lv°r,'etUed  ii/"™.'^.'?" *■  "P™"» 

''"  ""^Ce'  r  ht''L'ef ii-r  °'  'v^^^^         -' 

|«.d  more  .atiafled  that  .he™^ti\Tn,foftrS'  '"''''  '"™""'  °'°" 
IB  to  be  found  in  the  absence  oL»T,?!  ™«govemment  of  them 

exercise  by  the  AtsemHy  orpoJr,  X"'"^'  ""'  °°'"<"l'»'« 

tions.     Members  are  evervwh„»  !>,.     "•>^  inappropriate  to  its  June 

extent  ofjob  for  their  ;SSrdiBtr?ct°wh^.f  ,7'*  "'""""'  ">  "■» 
ever  happens  to  lead  a  partvinthrH*  '¥  "'^'•^"y-  Who- 
mcmbers,  may  at  once  Jbtofn  »  !?  ■  ^?"f'  °'  '"'l™  or  fourteen 

jobbing  with  oiherm™\e„1o"votrin^'^th°'  "'  I""''"*"  "^"-s  by 
jobs  as  the  penalty  of  refusal  m«t!t^?  ^""!  °'''  ""^  rejecting  thei> 
estabhshment  of  muninVr"  l    '  """"  '"m  their  seats.  .  The 

much  a  parTof'tSI'St/XrSJ  ''^  ^°'  "'  ''""-'^en'  «  ' 
as  the  union  of  the  two  LegisTatres  If  Jf'^'""'"-  "■«  Panadas 
tvo."-Life,  pp.  198.4.      ^°«>8iatures,  and  the  more  important  of  the 
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"7  ••"ty  to  the  Qiieen  to  the  loit,  and  the  deep  intoreiit 
whioh  I  now  take  in  what  oonoerng  those  provinoee, 
would  lead  me  to  attempt  the  taak  »mder  oiroumstanoes 
which  I  consider  almost  hopeless. 

I  am  willing,  however,  if  required,  to  yield  to  that  con- 
sideration, and,  above  all,  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  here, 
of  whose  confidence  I  have  lately  received  so  many  and 
"Jjon  flattering  proofs,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  work  out 
the  Act  as  it  stands,  by  such  means  as  I  possess. 

For  Upper  Canada  it  .s  out  of  my  power  to  make  any 
provision.  In  Lower  Canada,  however,  I  shall,  with  the 
assistonoe  of  the  Special  Council,  provide  such  a  system 
as  may  supply  a  part  at  least  of  what  was  intended  to  bo 
given  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  ;  at  all  events  to  the 
extent  whioh  is  necessary  to  carry  out  fully  the  different 
ordinances  of  that  body  which  have  ab-oady  passed,  and 
provide  for  some  local  organization  for  the  wants  of  the 
country  districts.  The  Council  will,  under  any  circum- 
stances, meet  the  middle  of  next  month,  to  complete  its 
labours  preparatory  to  the  Union ;  and  I  shall  then  pro- 
pose to  them  measures  to  this  effect. 

I  shall  then  be  able  to  proclaim  the  Union  at  the  eorliest 
period  at  which,  looking  to  the  time  when  the  elections 
could  bo  held,  and  to  the  financial  concerns  of  both 
provinces,  it  would  bo  possible,  namely  at  the  beginning  of 
January.  The  elections  will  take  place  as  soon  afterwards 
as  they  conveniently  can,  and  when  the  united  PorUament 
meets,  I  shall  propose  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  adopt  for  the  whole  province  a  system  of  local 
government  which  will  already  hove  been  in  operation 
here,  with  such  additions  as  may  appear  necessary .' 

'  Both  in  Upper  and  in  Lower  Canada  Sydenham  carried  out  the 
pUn  here  outlined,  and  on  August  28,  1841,  was  able  to  write  to  hia 
brother :  "  My  last  feat  has  been  to  carry  the  Municipal  District  Bill  for 
Upper  Canada,  word  for  word  after  my  own  Ordinance  for  the  Lower 
Provmoe ;  thereby  not  only  giving  the  complement  to  the  Union  (for 
you  know  I  always  declared  that  without  such  institutions  the  Union 
could  not  work),  but  setting  up  my  own  particular  legislation  by  the 
sanction  of  the  United  Parliament.  ...  But  the  trouble  I  have  had 
to  do  this  has  completely  justified  all  my  anticipations  of  the  next  to 
imposaibUity  of  our  getting  such  a  measure  through  a  Provincial 
Assembly,  and  the  utter  hopelessness  of  the  effort,  but  for  the  course 
which  I  followed  of  dictating  it,  whilst  I  was  dictator,  for  one  part  of 
the  province  first.  Onn  party  hated  the  measure  because  it  was  to 
give  power  to  the  people ;  another  because  it  placed  that  power  under 
wholesome  control  by  the  Crown ;  a  third  because  it  deprived  the 
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DowHwo  Btiimt, 

My  LOUD,  *"*  ""<"  ".  'WO. 

of  the  'lflHrT°r'''1?  *"""■  .'^"'•hip'"  I)«-»p»tch,  No.  100 

country  well  acquainted  witl,  H  ,Ton"um™   "n  tt 

ril^"^,'  ^'  m"  P'^P'"'  *•"•"  "•<'omraendKrmTJ3 
bTthe  tt""  """""""  °'  ''*•"  P'°^'"-  -1  -SHod 
I  have,  &o., 

(Signed)    J.  KussKLL. 

OovEUHKNT  Boon,  KivanoK 
My  Lord,  mhj„n.,im. 

1  1^*7®  "*"  '"'"°"'"  to  transmit  to  your  Lordshin 

heremth  the  copy  of  the  Speech   with  whh,h    „„  the 
15th  instant,  I  open^  the  Session  of  the  LeRiZur,! 

«tla8t  carried  my  work-the  Sll  tC  wTl.  Hill  "■» 'P^l'*'""  '"'' 
Bill-by  «  majority  of  fortj'rwo"',;  twont"'  ""'  """""«  >""  ">« 

byr  Crr'"^Tl"8:f  r  ^ret^l'TLT 'T'^"™'"''^'' 


IjtjJ^r:^ 


'•'iKST  u^aTEn  parliavent         ose 

to((ethi>r  with  onpiM  of  thi>  (uldiv««i».  ».»....^  . 
onmvor  by  both  houi«.»   «nH  -5  P^^ntwl  to  mo  in 

This  deDarti.r«  Vr„l  /    P'*'""*n«''y  hod  been  completed 
England   invZl  M?"  I    '^ '?,""'  Pwhamentary  usage  in 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)    Sydenham. 


HoNouRABL.;     Gentlemen     of     the     Leowt.tiv. 

and  important  rZerlCi^ted^t^^^^^^  «'«"* 

vini:t'bl";^,*l:ird^;,-  mhabip^tkis  Pro- 

-tion    of    Her^i:^e:tT-s°'Gotrrn?nt''"lht''^^Jr'^' 

am  not  yet  aonrked    ^..t  t  t      '!!""  °*  '*""  'l™and  I 
to  a«s„.e\eXrf^l  S^ct^rC^atdr^.trM-^-^^^^^ 
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Arrangements  were  completed  durinc  the  course  of  last 
summer  by  which,  under  the  directions  of  the  Trea  urv 

tne  umted  Kmgdom  were  CTeatlv  reduced  ■  anH  «  ™™ 

?<^^p™Lt  ^T'^^^  ^^  '™«  ^"'^  estabUshed  by  ar- 
2,  *^'"!?^  ^y  ^^^  ^«P"ty  Postmaster-Generll 
under  my  direc  lons.  A  commission  has  been  appoS 
by  me  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  Post-offi™ 

patt^at the':t*  1^'/^  '^T"^'  '••"'»  I  -nfidentl°;l„tci! 
pate  that  the  result  of  its  labours  will  be  the  establishment 
cltZT  «^™™g '"Provements  in  the  internal  commuiS- 
cation  by  post  within  the  Colony  equal  to  those  whiXwe 

of  «fe"pril!f"'7*  '*"'?  importance  to  the  future  welfare 
of  wM.^^tT  ^^^"■''^  y°"'  ^^'•'y  attention,  upon  some 
hlr  K  ■/.  ^/r  "^"""^^  *>'"«  to  be  prepared  which  ^11 
be  submitted  for  your  consideration 

Amongst  them,  first  in  importance  at  the  present  iunc 
ure  of  affairs  is  the  adoption  of  measures  fordrelopW 
the  resources  of  the  Province  by  well-considered  and 
extensive  public  works.  The  rapid  settlement  of  the 
country-the  value  of  eveiy  man's  propert"w"thin  i^! 
the  advancement  of  his  future  fortunJs  a?e  deeply  ailect^ 
by  this  question.  The  improvement  of  the  Na^gation 
from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie*^and  Lake  Huron  to  the  !)cea" 

X^'rA^S,^i!:':^Z:i^f!'l;^^':Z^y-  Mackenzie  Aea  to  the 
selves  on  NavlTsland  in^e  S.^f  raffians,  who  entrenched  them, 
visional  Government''  0„""the''S|rof 'Kt/  %'\^-,T'"\^ 
Amencan  steamer,  the  Carofine,*  which  3  smnlvini  tW   ""tS 

feTScrstrof,tS?era:nt™fr^^^^ 

measurable  distance  of  war  ^inencan  Governments  came  within 

iorrf  Si,den7,am,  pp.  224-6.)     '  '  ^'^^      ^  "*=   ^""P"'  W^  »/ 
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but  Promising  cXmLZf.'/:?:™^  a  great  outlay, 
them  suocessfuUy  large  fui  '.  T.iH  ,  ■  ?  "ndertako 
quir«l.  arid  the  4ancll  oa  tf^^JT',:^'^  ""  ";■ 
stands  at  present,  would  8""rnf  I  ,  'P^We.  as  it 
But  I  have  the  ^aWsfactioi  o"  •  '  ''^' '  *''"  *""■"?*■ 
have  received  author  ty  from  W.r"^:^"'^?  y°"  **>*'  ^ 
to  state  that  they  are  preored  fn  S'''^  '  government 
Parliament  to  afford  tCi?assistancf  fT"  i'^'i^P"""' 
portant  undertakings.  In  tCfunT.lifTw  ^^'^  ™- 
tranquiUity  wiU  be  gaDnilv  r„  !  I  ki-  E'j^  *''"*  P^a"'  and 
under  the  constftutiKtTed  bv  P^"^^  ^  '^  P'"^'""'"' 
nothing  but  a  relieffrom  its  1  ^f  Parhament,  and  that 
wantini  to  its  ranid  advln  "™' P'-'^^^'ng  difficulties  is 

will  propose  t  Pa^l^erby^Xrdinnhr'^'  '""'^ 
of  the  Imperial  Treasurv  fnr  .  i  ?^  ,  ^  guarantee 
no  less  than  a  mimon  Id  '  b„  ?"".  *?  "^^  "^'^"t  °f 
Province,   for   the   don h^™         "  ^',^'''"'6.  to  aid  the 

pressure  of  the  i^trett\rprhe%:L'i"rf'^«.*^ 
It  to  proceed  with  those  great  OTbLunrtVHl-* ''"^^'"S 
progress  during  the  last  fnl  „?       u  ""dertakmgs  whoso 

theVnciardffficultt'  I  sh'lWeTt  a''"  ""''''"  ^-^ 
submitted  to  you  embracing  nnl.^f.?"®^"''^  *"  be 
I  shall  lay  before  you  f^ Tonr  ;?f  ^T  **"'  P"'P™<'.  and 
people  of  Canad^  e'xS  fX  r«  2"  *"?  *^'"*  °'  '^" 
convey  to  me  this 'most  gratifyC  luranor'"^''  ''^'"^ 

pu^Sirw-^rklttSiSlf"^"^^^^^ 

and  settlement  of  theV,b'^  l^r^Th'""*  '^'  ^''^^^'^^ 
this  Province  no  means  so  pprtTinf  ^f".  '''"^*  ^"hin 
flow  of  immigratTon  from  the^1,f"°''""'"8  "''«'''% 

ultimately esta^lishTn/rimmi^n^t:^^^^^  ^'^  °^ 

pnetor  within  the  Colony  a^Sifnnl*'  a  settler  and  pro- 
employment  for  his  labour  on  hk  L°/  ''^°""'^«  ^"« 
assistance  of  Parliament  for  tlf^^M-       '  ,amval.    The 

be  undertaken  herHm  in  ^eatr  "'^''^  ""^ 

but  with  a  view  further  to  !^d  1^  *'"?•  P'"°^'<*«  ^""^  tbis  ; 
ized  to  declare  to  you  that  Her  M?**"*'""'  ^  ■*"  ''"*'>°'- 
prepared  to  assist^^  faeihtatL^hr  ^  '  government  are 
grant  from  the  port  at  which  he  f  T'^!  "^  *«  ™™i- 
where  his  labour  may  be  made  ava  Lm"'^'''^".  """  ?'"«" 
of  money  for  this  puroosewni>.»  3.  ■-.""''  *''^'  "  ^°t« 

ParhamL.    The^co?SXrHC1^4:J?;./^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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ment  attach  to  this  measure  will  be  submitted  to  vou  at 
the  same  time  that  I  shall  draw  your  attention  to  a  scheme 
tor  the  settlement  and  disposal  of  the  public  funds 

It  appears  highly  desirable  that  the  principle  of  local 
self-government,  which  already  prevails  to  some  extent 
throughout  that  part  of  the  Province  which  was  formerly 
Upper  Canada,  sTiould  receive  a  more  extended  applica- 
tion there,  and  that  the  people  should  exercise  a  greater 
degree  of  power  over  their  own  local  affairs.  I  have 
directed  a  measure  upon  this  subject  to  be  submitted  to 
you,  and  I  solicit  your  earnest  attention  to  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  form  of  local  government  for  those  districts 
of  the  Province  which  are  unprovided  with  it,  as  may 
ensure  satisfaction  to  the  people  whUst  it  preserves  in- 
violate the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  maintains  the 
administration  of  justice  pure  from  party  and  popular 
excitement.  ■'  i-^r""" 

A  due  provision  for  the  education  of  the  people  is  one 
of  the  first  duties  of  the  State,  and  in  this  Province  espe- 
cially, the  want  of  it  is  grievously  felt.  The  establish- 
ment of  an  efficient  system  by  which  the  blessings  of  in- 
struotaon  may  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  aU  is  a  work 
of  difficulty  ;  but  its  overwhelming  importance  demands 
that  It  should  be  undertaken.  I  reco.umend  the  con- 
sideration of  that  subject  to  your  best  attention,  and  I 
shall  be  most  anxious  to  afford  you  in  your  labours  aU 
the  co-operation  m  my  power.  If  it  should  be  found 
impossible  so  to  reconcile  conflicting  opinions  as  to  obtain 
a  measure  which  may  meet  the  approbation  of  all,  I  trust 
that  at  least  steps  may  be  taken  by  which  an  advance  to 
a  rnore  perfect  system  may  be  made,  and  the  difficulty 
under  which  the  people  of  this  Province  now  labour  may 
be  greatly  dimmished,  subject  to  such  improvements  - 
hereafter  as  time  and  experience  may  point  out.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  op  Assembly, 

The  financial  accounts  of  the  Province  will  be 
immediately  laid  before  you,  and  I  shall  direct  the  esti- 
mates for  the  public  service  to  be  submitted  to  you  with 

»t.'t.^t7  and  secondary  education  were  at  this  time  in  a  very  bad 
.it  ?;.  '^^"'°5^  m  Lower  Canada.  Since  the  appointment  in  1844^ 
the  Rev.  Egerton  Eyerson  as  Superintendent  of  Education  invSiZ 
C«,ada,  and  m  1850  of  Mr.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau  to  the  Ze  po"itionTn 
the  Lower  Province,  steady  progresa  has  been  made.  J"»'"™  ■■• 


IMPERIAL  AID 


293 


the  least  possible  delay.  I  rely  upon  your  co-operation 
m  the  financial  measures  whichlt  will  be  my  duty  to  pro" 
lT^l°f  f"-- '""^"S  advantage  of  the  assistance  X°h 
„  Lr  ^  ?*?  ^  Government  propose  to  afford,  and  for 
carryu^g  mto  effect  the  public  improvements  wWch  a?e 
wha?«v.r''  '^'''™^'''-  ^  ^'"'"  <"*™<'««y  endeavour  that 
sh^  be  .in"  ™*r,  ''PP'-°P"'*'«  for  this  latter  purpose 
shall  be  economically  employed  and  rendered  effeotive.i 

Honourable  Gentlemen  and  Gentlemen 
,  }"■  y°"  wisdom  and  prudence  I  confide  for  the 
regulation  of  the  different  important  matters  which  must 
necessarily  come  before  you*^  Canada,  united  under  a 
constitution  which  the  Imperial  Legislature  has  framed 
with  an  earnest  desire  for  the  welfare  of  this  portion  of"he 
British  Empu-e,  cannot  fail  to  prosper  under  prudent^nd 
sage  coui^els.  The  generous  aid  which  I  have  already 
amiounced  to  you,  the  determination  which  I  am  also 

devote  annually  a  large  sum  for  the  military  defences  of 
i  havoTheT*'''  ^"^  ""d  settled  determination  which 
I  have  the  Queen's  commands  to  declare  th-t  her  North 
^ZhZ^TT""^  '^^^^  ''I  maintained  at  all  hazards 
whFoh  rtl  Her  Empire,  are  pledges  of  the  sincerity  with 
which  the  mother-country  desires  to  promote  the  pros- 
penty  of  Canada,  and  to  assist  in  the  well-working  of  the 
new  institutions  which  it  has  established.  The  eyes  of 
i-ngland  are  anxiously  fixed  upon  the  result  of  this  irreat 
experiment.    Should  it  succeed,  the  aid  of  Parliament  fn 

S'The^cr^'T ■""«'■  '^^  """'?•*«"<'«  °*  British  ca^talL" 
wh.Vtffi,^  ^T  "^y/equire  from  them,  the  security 
which  the  British  people  will  feel  in  seeking  your  shores 
and  estabhshing  themselves  upon  your  fertile  soil,  may 
carry  improvement  to  an  unexampled  height.  The  r^pW 
advance  of  trade  and  of  immi^ation  within  the  last 

t^f^Sb-r^*^'-  f°"^  """Pi"  ^"■^^"'«'  °f  the  effects  o 
nJt"f^  M^  ""  restoring  confidence  and  promoting  pros- 
perity. May  no  dissensions  mar  the  flattering  pLCt 
which  IS  open  before  us.     May  your  efforts  be  steady 
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directed  to  the  great  practical  improvements  of  which 
the  tt'ovincestands  so  much  in  need,  and  under  the  bless- 
mg  of  that  Providenoe  which  has  hitherto  preserved  this 
portion  of  the  British  dominions,  may  your  counsels  be 
so  guided  as  to  ensure  to  the  Queen  attached  and  loval 
subjects,  and  to  United  Canada  a  prosperous  and  con- 
tented people. 


RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT 
II 

The  compromise  maintained  by  Sydenham  was  rudely 
disturbed  during  the  term  of  office  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe. 
How  far  did  the  relation  of  the  Governor  to  his  Executive 
Council  resemble  that  of  the  British  Sovereign  to  '  >• 
constitutional  advisers,  and  how  far  was  the  Govemo. 
responsible  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  the  functions  of 
the  Council  merely  advisory  ?  On  this  question  the 
Governor  and  his  Council  were  in  direct  opposition. 
Metcalfe's  views  on  the  point  are  clearly  stated  in  his 
reply  made  toward  the  end  of  1843,  to  an  address  from 
the  Warden  and  Councillors  of  the  Gore  District  of  Upper 
Canada  : 

With  reference  to  your  views  of  responsible  govern- 
ment, I  cannot  tell  you  how  far  I  concur  in  them  without 
knowing  your  meaning,  which  is  not  distinctly  stated. 

If  you  mean  that  the  Governor  is  to  have  no  exercise 
of  his  own  judgment  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  is  to  be  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Council, 
then  I  totally  disagree  with  you.  That  is  a  condition  to 
which  I  never  can  submit,  and  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  in  my  opinion,  can  never  sanction. 

If  you  mean  that  every  word  and  deed  of  the  Governor 
is  to  be  previously  submitted  for  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
then  you  propose  what,  besides  being  unnecessary  and 
useless,  is  utterly  impossible,  consistently  with  the  due 
despatch  of  business. 

If  you  mean  that  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  is  to  be 
surrendered  for  exclusive  party  purposes,  to  the  Council, 
instead  of  being  distributed  to  reward  merit,  to  meet  just 
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he  IS  not  only  one  of  the  hardest-workXserylnte  of  f  h„ 
ofen  it  "h  '"^  """^^  -Bponaibilitits  tTa^anylhe? 

^  i/rij,  jeaM,  1.  lOT-50,  and  Sorope,  op.  c^.,  289-60. 
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Metcalfe's  resignation  of  the  Governor-Generalship 
preceded  by  a  few  months  the  fall  of  the  Conservative 
Ministry  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  the  accession  of  Lord 
John  Russell,  with  Earl  Grey  as  Secretary  of  State  fo. 
War  and  for  the  Colonies.  The  history  of  the  colonial 
policy  of  that  Administrotion  haa  been  told  by  its  chiefs 
It  was  decided  to  give  to  the  colonies  responsible  govern- 
ment in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  words.  The  principle  was 
laid  down  that  "  this  country  has  no  interest  whatever  in 
exercising  any  greater  influence  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  colonies,  thaji  is  indispensable  either  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  any  one  colony  from  adopting  measures 
injurious  to  another,  or  to  the  Empire  at  large."2 

In  Nova  Scotia  the  controversy  had  become  as  acute  as 
m  Canada,  and  an  attempt  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
Lord  Falkland,  to  imitate  the  policy  of  Sydenham  had  not 
met  with  success.  To  his  successor  were  sent  instructions, 
m  which  the  principles  of  responsible  government  are 
stated  by  the  Colonial  Office  with  the  greatest  clearness 
and  which  the  good  sense  of  Sir  John  Harvey  carried 
out  with  a  tact  which  made  the  period  of  transition  brief 
and  comparatively  uneventful. 


Eael  Obey  to  Lieutbnant-Goveenob  Sie  John 
Habvey,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Stb£bt, 
8  November,  1846. 

n-iif'T^"''?^-''";'^  your  Despatch  of  the  15th  September, 
m,tni„f  f"'""*'"  ""''  Confidential,"  in  which  you  com! 
municate  to  me  your  views  upon  the  state  of  affairs 
which  you  have  found  on  arriving  in  Nova  Scotia 
n„«rfT  "'  presented  me  from  answering  your 
Despatch,  as  you  wished  me  to  have  done,  by  the  piket 

EyGX''(Son?S,twt°vl^*"  ^■"""••^'^».-'™'-,  by 
*  Earl  Grey,  op,  cit,  i.  17. 
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whivt  L  ^"«'*",'*  ''°.""'  ^  ™*»"' ;  but  the  interva. 
fT™f  ♦..,""''''  "i^P"*^  •'"'  *'"»'''<'d  me  to  devote  more 
h^!   K,  *•>«  """"deration  of  the  questions  which  you 

between  J'k*''*  "•'^T  *"?  """"^  '^'an  the  brief  s/ace 
between  the  amval  and  the  departure  of  the  North 
Amencan  packet  would  have  aUow^  me  to  do 

affli™  ITm  "'  o  ""/""J  representation  of  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Nova  Scotia,  that  there  are  questions  to  be  deter- 

Tn  niin."*'?^*  ^u***^  government  of  that  province  of 

Sim.W  h„!3  th«  first  measures  of  your  administration 
should  be  preceded  by  the  most  careful  deliberation.  The 
knowledge  which  I  possess  of  the  local  politics  of  Nova 
Hcotia  IS  at  present  too  limited  to  enable  me,  with  con- 
^^a'a^A  my  own  judgment,  to  give  you  any  positive 
and  detailed  directions  as  to  the  course  which  ciroum- 

?Zn*,nfLnl  T.?''  "  "  °"'  °f  "y  P""'^'  t°  8'^«  you  such 
instructions  there  are  certain  general  prinoipl^  which 
ought,  as  1  conceive,  to  govern   your  conduct  in  this 

Zf  J?  !,""'if  r*!f-  =,*"''  *'^'''''  *«  tf'^y  »d™'t  of  being 
stated,  ought,  I  thmk,  to  be  communicated  to  you  for 
your  guidance.  •' 

i,nsittn"„?'lr''T^*,  *°  *••« '■"POrtant  topic  of  the  com- 
position of  the  Legislative  CouncU.  In  making  appoint- 
nhT*  *  lu^  ^^^•.  '*  °"8»>t  undoubtedly  to  be  the 
object  of  the  admimstrator  of  the  Government  so  to 
compose  it  as  to  make  it  fairly  represent  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  intelligent  members  of  tie  com- 
^^^t^ '  *  1  supposing  the  selection  of  the  present 
members  to  have  been  iU-advised.  and  that  the  Council 
in  consequence  18  not  in  harmony  with  public  opinion, 

adnX^  /""tt"^'"''  "^^^  ".  *^°  **>«  P''°P«'  course  to  be  ■ 
aaopted  l  Under  such  cu^oumstances  there  are  two 
considerations  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  advert.  First 
that  It  IS  impossible  to  allow  the  Legislative  CouncU  to 
obstruct  permanently  the  passing  of  measures  caUed  for 
by  public  opmion  and  sent  up  by  the  popular  branch  of 
io^^!!,'*i"'*-  Secondly,  that  it  is  a  serious  evil  to  be 
compelled  to  make  an  addition  to  the  members  of  this 
body  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  character  of  the 
majority ;  since  each  such  addition  creates  both  a  pre- 
cedent and  a  necessity  for  a  similar  and  perhaps  larger 
addition  whenever  a  change  in  public  feeling  gives  the 
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Moendanoy  to  a  new  party  in  the  assembly.  It  is  difficult 
to  roooncio  these  almost  conflicting  considorationT  bu 
nnt^^^^  opmion,  may  be  attempted  with  the  greatest 
fsC  fn  u""^^  \^  !?°Pt*'"8  "'  *  ™'''  that  an  Edition 
„  .hi  -^^  ?^\^°  *'"'  I*Ki«la«™  Council  with  a  view 
oL^^rf"^  the  character  of  the  majority,  except  under 
ZZT^^r  K  "'r""  *"^  '''^^''""'  n^essity.  A,  antiei- 
fs  a  L&"^''*K''"r''^'',^'"  ^  impeded  because  there 
^m.'^S''  "i''  ""^^Z  Leg  'lativt  CouncU  attached  to  the 

•^  n  uffi^^en^  7^'-^rr  'lu'  "^"  '"'"'''*''"''«  °^  »»>«  colon^ 
memher«  ^  to  justify  the  appointment  of  additional 
SnTnrf  Pr'«'tical  mconvenience  must  have  nctually 

^t^lZ  r  ^,  °  T*,"y,  '"«*'">•«  for  increasing  the  number 
Hnl^f.^"'^^'^-     "  *•''"  ""^y  ''e  found  obstructing  per- 

wouW  tht' t/f"u  ".  T""".  •'«'"»"ds,  an  addition  to  it 
Tdl^M  n^  *«l'.t°>«  »  J"«t  and  necessary  measure, 
erenT,?^l  *  "?"'"'  'J"*  **"'"'  indignation,  on  the  part 
even  of  those  agamst  whom  it  might  be  directed,  as  would 

abilktT'.jf  fT"^  °\"8'''«'  grounds  ;  while'the  prob 
Wfn^  th  ?  /^f  k"?^u™  °*  ^^^  Legislative  Council, 
taowmg  that  f  It  should  become  necessary  this  measure 
must  ultimately  be  resorted  to,  will  shrink  from  creating 

re,^  oniZnyfYh°-''."??*'''y  °?P°^'"8  themselves  to  thf 
real  opinion  of  the  inteUigent  classes  of  the  community. 

siiLTfZ  f  ""^  *  •  ""^  ^^"  '  l"''^"''"  ^'''"h  you  have 
submitted  to  me  m  your  Despatch,  namely,  the  propriety 
of  dissolving  the  present  House  of  Assembl^.      P^P^^'y 

*  *  *  ♦  » 

„  J,Tv,°  K°Pi"'°"  """,*  ""^«''  *"  *•>«  circumstances  of  the 
oase^  the  best  course  for  you  to  adopt  is  to  call  upon  the 

Z^^fh  ^°'"'  P'f  !?*  E^e«"tive  Council  to  propose 
to  you  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  whom  they  would 
'o'e^r""^  f.  '"PP'y  the  vacancies,  which  I  unLS 
;lff  1  •■  '"tlie  Present  Board.  If  they  should  be  suc- 
l^r^  submitting  to  you  an  arrangement  to  which  no 
vabdobjectionarises  you  wiU  of  course  continue  to  carry 
on  the  government  through  them,  so  long  as  it  may  he 
possible  to  do  so  satisfactorily,  and  as  they  possess  the 

SrZn??n'"T/-i  ^~"  the  Legislature.  "^  Should  the 
present  Council  fail  m  proposmg  to  you  an  arrangement 
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™lv  ™n?     r"'  "'?''"'■  ""»»  oiroumstanc™,  being  tL" 
oiiiorwiso  exist  of  carrying  on  the  Kovernmcnt  of  tlm 
provmoe  upon  the  principle  of  the  ooMtiSn" 
is  That  orlT*'*  *?'"''  '  recommend  to  you  this  course 
w  that  of  makms  it  apparent  that  any  transfer  which 
17.  '*''!  P'^""  oFpolitfca'  powor  from  the  hTndl  of  on 
party  in  the  province  to  those  of  another  is  thoresuh  not 
of  an  act  of  yours  but  of  the  wishes  of  the  pe3e  them 
Be  ves,  as  shown  by  the  difficulty  experieS  br  the 
retiring  party  in  carrying  on  the  Bovermmnt  of  thJr,, 

:z\7tzr'  '°^'—  of'thrcrtituio''''?o 

st^ct  *"*•='' Bre'.t  importance  ;  I  have  therefore  to  in- 
Co™ncil^Zil  ?,  ±',  T  '™'"  'i''"'f'"8  y°»r  Executive 
unable  rA  tf-  ^"""'^  perfectly  clear  that  they  arc 
unable,  with  such  fair  suppo.  I  Vom  yourself  at  they  have  a 

.»*t^.f  f'"'1""'  '°,™"y  °"  '  "  government  of  the  provrnce 
sausfactorily,  and  command  tL  confidence  of  thri^g""' 

if  2fi.1?*'*°^T  P"'y  y""'  C'ouncil  may  bo  composed 
It  wiU  be  your  duty  to  act  strictly  upon  tfie  princXyou 
have  yourself  laid  down  in  the  memorandumTliverelto 

namX  •' of'noT-'^  1^^  ^^^  '^-^^  oommunicatedXt 
buf  Z;„  J  "?' '<?''"t:fy'ng  yourself  with  any  one  pkrty," 
^n^  T  A  °{  '*".•  "^'''"8  yourself  botfi  a  mSor 
and  a  moderator  between  the  influential  of  all  Sea  '' 
In  giving,  therefore,  all  fair  and  proper  support  to  vour 

act?wh-  h   "•"  ""l^i^g.  yo"  will  carefX  avowCy  " 
acta  which  can  possibly  be  supposed  to  imply  the  sUghte"^ 
personal  objection  to  their  opponents,  and  also  ref  Seto 
your  counTiT  T\"'^'  which*^Siay  be  proposed  to  y^  b^ 
your  council  which  may  appear  to  you  to  involve  an 

X^thl^r''"  t^^'  ?:"*^°"*y  "f  '^o  CrowX  part; 
rather  than  for  public  ob  ects.    In  exercising   however 

be'Ldtte^  to''^"''"^  *°  ^'""'''°"  measures  ^;hich  may 
be  submitted  to  you  by  your  council,  you  must  recollect 
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that  thw  power  of  opposing  a  check  upon  extrome 
mctt»urr«  pronoacd  by  tho  party  for  the  timo  in  the  govern- 
ment, depeiidit  entirely  for  itn  efficacy  upon  itn  being  u»od 
Hparingly,  and  witli  the  greiitest  poH»il)l..  dincretion.  A 
rcfuHal  to  accept  advice  tendered  to  you  by  your  council 
iH  a  h'gitimate  ground  for  its  niembera  to  tender  to  you 
their  resignation,  a  course  tliey  would  doubtlesB  adopt 
Hliould  they  feel  that  tho  subject  on  which  a  difference 
had  arisen  between  you  and  themselves  was  one  upon 
which  public  opinion  would  bo  in  their  favour.  Should 
It  prove  to  bo  so,  concession  to  their  views  must,  sooner 
or  later,  become  inevitable,  since  it  cannot  be  too  dis- 
tinctly acknowledged  that  it  is  neither  possible  nor  de- 
sirable to  carry  on  the  government  of  any  of  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of 
the  inhabitants. 

Clearly  understanding,  therefore,  that  refusing  to  accede 
to  the  advice  of  your  council  for  the  time  being  upon  a 
point  on  which  they  consider  it  their  duty  to  insist,  must 
lead  to  the  question  at  issue  being  brought  ultimately 
under  tho  decision  of  public  opinion,  you  will  carefully 
avoid  allowing  any  matter  not  of  very  grave  concern,  or 
upon  which  you  cannot  reasonably  calculate  upon  being 
in  the  end  supported  by  that  opinion,  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  such  a  diflerence.  And  if,  unfortunately,  such 
a  difference  should  arise,  you  will  take  equal  care  that  its 
cause  and  the  grounds  of  your  own  decision  are  made 
clearly  to  appear  in  written  documents  capable  of  being 
publicly  quoted. 

Tho  adoption  of  this  principle  of  action  by  no  means 
involves  the  necessity  of  a  blind  obedience  to  the  wishes 
and  opinions  of  the  members  of  your  Council ;  on  tho 
contrary,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  they  see  clearly  that  your 
conduct  is  guided,  not  by  personal  favour  to  any  par- 
ticular men  or  party,  but  by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  public  good,  your  objections  to  any  measures  proposed 
will  have  great  weight  with  the  Council,  or  should  they 
prove  unreasonable,  with  tho  Assembly,  or,  in  last  resort 
with  tho  public. 

Such  are  the  general  principles  upon  which  the  con- 
stitutions granted  to  the  North  American  colonies  render 
it  necessary  that  their  government  should  be  conducted. 
It  is,  however,  I  am  well  aware,  far  easier  to  lay  down 
these  general  principles  than  to  determine  in  any  parti- 


302 


-•ONSIBLR  (JOVKIWMKNT 


.v....  «r..  PU.....1  „„.,t  ll;  ;^,  '  tl  '.";  '7  ''! "  i"  *t.ich 

■•«>ruliiHi„„,  t.>u««ur..  voii  til  t  If  r  ii   ■    .      '".'*"'  ""'y'  '" 
.ii.xi<.u«(«n,,|(h,rm,«t  Lv         I      "'"J-'-'-V  will  alwayn  Ik- 

"pon  you  ..y  „..,  hl;^t;°[>J.';ra^,r/ci!?c^' 

K.c.  ii, 

".•Hp,..'i,'':r,;;!"^>t^;:|!r:;j'";«;;;'  ')..•  r..e..ipt ..  ^..u, 

youFMcIf  fr,„„  your  Kx,. ,  Hv  /T;  "";"'"«  Iw..  LatorH  t,. 

»ft..r  that  «;;:'("    :S:;;i^";'^7lt'',  '  '"'v.M.rriv..d 

<«lvi»or»,  ,«  to  tVrkZTtal  I.         '''''*?"'"'''•' '"yy""' 
"tatemcnt  ,.„m.mt"«  '"'"""'''"  "'""■"'   from  which  th<- 

your  a«H„nfp;i;;;\!  \t  g  ;  ".i;;;;:;  t '"r^'''''^"-" »"«' 

l'«rf  with  Mr.  Ifow..  and  LfSl  ^'""^  '^•"'"'''  y"" 

mann.T  in  which  the  Ex\^uuTr        '^"'""'  ""  *«  "'» 
Scotia  ought  to  be  conductor)  (■"^crnment  of  Nova 

that  there  is  not  in  reahtvlo  w?^.  ^'V%  """  """^'"^'on 
ciple  between  the  conflieHn         T'^    "  'l'*'fnce  of  prin- 

-mt  a  »yst..ra    l/'X^"^  tS"tn  h"  1"P"T"''"  '°  ^'''''^  ' 
to  which,  without Th"':S";'"^  adopted, 

both  might  assent.  '"*"'^'"'t  eaoritice  of  consistency. 

On  the  one  hand,  I  tind  timt  ♦;,„  i 

ouneil  declare  that  ti.ey  "  Sifl'^'''"''''''"  "'  ^""^ 
the  responsibility  of  the  Prov  n--.^  "n  ^"^''^  '°  ""'"'"•n 
Legislature,"  and  I  gat  trfmmt^  CJ^^^fntn-nt  to  the 
papers  of  the  28th  and  .Ul^^fV  «*'"'""'''  '''"<"'  "f  "'eir 
aware  that.  i„  the  prlfsU'  ot"aE,  t^  ^%Z 
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opinion  in  Niivu  K«i)li».  it  m  noocHHary  thot  the  (tovcmor 
i>f  111.'  iirovimo  Khouicl,  in  admini»ti.ring  itH  affHim,  have 
the  iMlvic..  uml  iw.Mintnnci'  of  tliimn  wlio  can  command  tlin 
(•oiitKlrncr  of  the  l.<'KiMltttiirr,  and  morn  <'Hpc<iially  of  t>i»t 
l.mncli  of  tlir  l^'KiHlaturo  wliich  dio'ctly  rcpnwntii  t\w 

IM'oplc. 

On  till'  otlicr  liiwul,  I  ciiii  liurdly  doul.t  that  tlio  ((rntlc- 
mrn  of  tlic  opixmito  party  wlio  luwi.  inniKtid  ho  Mtronulv 
upon  the  ni'<^fHHity  of  wliat  iH  termed  "  rfxponiiildo  gov.Tii- 
incnt,     would  admit  tlio  juHticc  and  importanco  of  numy 
of  thi-  argumimtH  wliioli  liavo  iM'cn  UMcd,  in  order  to  hIiow 
the  danger  and    mconvinien<«.   of   making   the  general 
tenure  of  olIieeM  in  the  colonial  Hervie.'  to  <l.^peitd  up,,,,  the 
auctuations  of  political  ..oiitcHtM  in  tlie  AHH«ml)!y.     I  am 
the  more  convinced  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  opposition 
will  recogniHu  the  force  of  tlieHC  argumentM,   becauwi  I 
olwerve  in  tlie  variouH  papern  in  whicli  they  have  Mtated 
their  viewB,  frequent  referenctw.  either  direct  or  implied 
to  the  practice  of  thiH  country,  aH  that  which  affordn  the 
iM<st  miKlel  for  imitation  in  laying  down  rulcH  iw  to  the 
manner  m  which  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia  Hhould 
!«'  carried  on.     Now  there  in  Hcarcely  any  part  of  the 
syiitem  of  govemmi^nt  iji  thin  <u)untry  which  J  conoider 
of  greater  value  than  that,  whicli  though  not  enforced  by 
any  written  law,  but  deriving  itH  authority  from  unace 
and  public  oiunion,  makcH  the  tenure  of  the  grc^af  mujority 
of  officerH  in  tlu^  public  Hcrvice  to  depend  apon  good 
bchiwiour.     Although,  with  the  excepti<m  of  th.me  who 
hold  the  higher  judicial  Hituationn,  or  HituatitmH  in  which 
judicial  mdependenco  liaH  b«»n  conniden^d  to  be  m^ciwHary 
the  whole  body  of  public  aervantH  in  the  United  Kingdom 
hold  their  offices  technically  during  the  pleaHuro  of  the 
Crown,  in  practice  all  but  the  very  small  proportion  of 
olhces   which    are    distinguished    as    political,    arc   held 
independently  of  party  changes,  nor  are  those  who  have 
once  been  appointed  to  them  ever  in  point  of  fact  removed 
except  m  consequence  of  very  obvious  misconduct  or  un- 
htness      Thus,  in  fact,  though  the  legal  tenure,  "  during 
good  behaviour,"  is  rare,  tenure  during  good  behaviour 
in  the  popular  sense  of  tlie  term,  may  bo  said  to  be  the 
general  rule  of  our  public  service. 

The  exception  is  in  the  case  of  those  high  public  servants 
whom  It  IS  necessary  to  invest  with  sucli  discretion  as 
really  to  leave  in  their  hands  the  whole  direction  of  the 
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this  system  as  possessina  UDon  thp  J^l^lfi  ^    ° 

advantages.     We  owe  to  it  thS  l^t      m  ^  ''^'^  ^reat 
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as  the  general  ooeupation  and  sooiS  2te  °f  4f  '"'" 

fnZ\',!hrP°"">'"^y' ■" '"^^"g  th?tenurro^^^^^^^^^ 
in  the  pubhc  service  dependent  umn  the  re«i,If  ^f  T^f 
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In  the  practical  application  of  these  views,  there  will 
1  am  aware,  be  room  for  considerable  difference  of  opinion' 

In  this,  as  m  aU  questions  of  classification,  varv-ing 
arcumstanoes  and  the  various  views  taken  by  different 
S  ^^t.^""*  "f .'°  ^i^""'™"'  and  occasional  altera- 
tions with  respect  to  particular  offices.  Your  acquaint- 
ance with  what  has  passed,  and  is  passing  in  the  mother 
country,  wOl  suggest  to  you  instances  in  which  thrques- 
or  sho^d  11  raised,  whether  a  particular  office  should 
or  should  not  be  a  Parhamentary  office:  and  some  in 

fi:^r^*'.h'''*^'''"\°?v,''^^  J!"^"  been  deliberkte?y  reZv^ 
from  the  one  into  the  other  class. 

The  question  how  many  of  the  public  officers  in  Nova 

mined  on  the  generaf  principles  I  have  before  laid  down 
and  with  reference  to  vanous  considerations  arising  from' 
the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  and  the 
finances  and  sociaj  state  of  the  colony.  The  practical 
end  of  responsible  government  would  be  satisfied  by  the 
Jw  ™h  i-*^  °Kv  '^8le  pubUc  officer,  provided  tha? 
through  him  pubhc  opinion  could  influence  the  generaJ 

Lo  Th  t'"".-^  "^'^"•u-  f '*'^°"*  l'^'^  assenting  to  the 
^™„    f  f^    estimate  whaoh  your  present  Council  have 
fZnnl.    ?  ffo^'ces  of  the  province,  I  admit  that  the 
smalhiess  of  the  commumty,  its  want  of  wealth,  and  the 
S"^     f  ■''"'^"'"'"'y  °^''  "■'^^  possessing  leisure  and 
n^?r?'°   mcomes,  preclude  it  from,  at  present,  enjoy- 
ing a  very  perfect  division  of  public  employments.    Small 
and  poor  commumties  must  be  content  to  Lve  their  work 
cheaply  and  somewhat  roughly  done.     Of  the  nresBnt 
membei^  of  your  Council,  thi  /ttorney-general  and  fto- 
IZhf  ^"'"^f^J,  *°  '''^°"'  "^^  Solicitor-general  should 
perhaps  be  added   appear  to  me  sufficient  to  constitute 
the  responsible  advisers  of  the  Governor.     The  holders 
of  these  offices  should  henceforth  regard  them  as  held  on 
a  pohtica    tenure.     And,  with  a  view  to  that  end    the 
Provincial  Secretary  should  be  prepared,  in  the  event  of 
Xn    f^1?%     disconnect  from  liis  office  that  of  the  clerk- 
ship of  the  Council,  which  seems  to  be  one  that  should  on 
every  account  be  held  on  a  more  permanent  tenure.' 

P^tv°a  CabZ'I'/nin"^*  into  offiee  in  Nova  Scotia  of  the  Liberal 
vf,7n    ^°''""  °'  nme  responsible  advisers  was  considered  necessarr 

Sr    °7n7l0°  f?r  "•■J-""'"..''"'  finally  gave  way.    (See  Longk^; 
oy.  c«.,  pp.  110-112;  Howe,  op.  ci(.,  pp.  669-678.)  '    '' 
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It  IB  possihlo  that  in  the  event  of  any  change  being 
rendered  necessary  by  the  course  of  events  in  the  Pro- 
yincial  ParUament,  the  party  succeeding  to  power  might 
insist  on  increasing  this  number  of  poUtical  offices,  by 
addmg  to  the  list  of  those  to  be  so  regarded.     In  case 
such  a  question  should  arise,  I  must  leave  it  to  your  dis- 
cretion, on  a  view  of  various  local  and  temporary  circum- 
stances, which  I  am  unable  at  present  to  appreciate,  to 
form  your  own  decision  with  respect  to  any  such  demand. 
I  should  feel  no  objection  to  somewhat  increasing  the 
number  of  political  offices  (for  instance,  by  appointing  a 
financial  secretary  and  a  responsible  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment of  public  lands  and  works),  should  the  expense  of 
domg  so,  without  injustice  to  those  now  in  the  public 
service,  be  found  to  be  not  more  than  the  colonial  revenue 
would  oonvemently  bear.    But  I  rely  on  your  using  your 
influence  to  resist  that  disposition,  which  a  party  succeed- 
ing to  power  often  exhibits,  to  throw  open  the  various 
oaoes  of  emolument  to  their  friends,  without  sufficient 
regard  to  the  mischiefs  thereby  permanently  entailed  on 
the  pubhc  service.    And  it  is  but  due  to  what  I  have  seen 
of  the  conduct  of  the  principal  advocates  of  responsible 
government  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  express  my  reliance  on 
their  public  spirit  and  sober  estimate  of  their  country's 
position  and  interests,  as  the  most  effectual  safeguard 
against  any  abuse  of  power. 

There  is  another  safeguard  which,  even  with  the  less 
considerate  members  of  any  party,  you  wiU,  I  think,  find 
suflicient  to  protect  the  public  interests  against  any  great 
disposition  unnecessarily  to  place  offices  hitherto  held  on 
what  has  praetieaJly  been  a  tenure  of  good  behaviour, 
on  one  of  a  more  precarious  nature.  However  desirous 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciple of  responsible  government,  they  would,  I  feel  assured 
shrink  from  effeotmg  any  reform,  however  just  or  neces- 
sary, at  the  cost  of  injustice  to  individuals.  Now,  when 
indi^duals  have  engaged  in  the  pubUc  service  under  a 
behef,  sanctioned  by  custom,  that  they  obtained  a  tenure 
of  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  it  would  be  most 
unjust  to  change  that  tenure  to  one  of  dependence  on  a 
parhamentary  majority,  without  ensuring  them  a  pro- 
vision that  would  make  up  for  the  loss  of  official  income. 
1  think  that  the  consideration  that  the  grasping  at  any 
particular  office  would  necessitate  the  provision  of  an 
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adequate  pension  for  its  occupant,  will  be  a  salutary  check 
"ust^li'*'  !^^P°"*'°"  *"  ''^"y  P^^^y  government  beyond  its 

This  condition  must  be  applied  to  the  removal  of  those 
puwio  othcers  who  now  have  seats  in  your  Executive 
Ujuncil,  unless  where  they  have  clearly  accepted  office 
on  an  understanding  to  the  contrary  effect.     I  cannot 
suppose   that  the  necessity  of  providing  the  requisite 
pensions  will  be  deemed  by  the  Assembly  an  unreasonable 
accompamment  of  the  establishment  of  parliamentary 
government.    And  hereafter  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  recogmse  as  an  invariable  rule,  that  no  person  should 
without  such  provision  be  deprived  of  any  office  (except 
upon  the  ground  of  unfitness  or  misconduct),  unless  he 
had  accepted  it  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  was 
to  be  held  vu-tuaUy,  as  well  as  nominaUy,  during  pleasure 
1  entertam  a  strong  conviction  that  the  adoption  of 
such  a  rule  wiU  be  found  conducive  not  only  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  holders  of  offices,  but  also  to  those  of  the 
public,  and  to  a  true  economy  of  the  public  money.     As 
1  have  already  observed,  it  is  impossible  to  expect  that 
men  of  superior  capacity  will  devote  themselves  to  the 
pubho  service  unless  they  are  assured  that  their  employ- 
ment will  be  permanent,  or  are  offered  emoluments  so 
large  as  to  make  up  for  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  they  are  enjoyed.     If  the  emoluments  of  public 
employment  are  small,  and  its  tenure  at  the  same  time 
uncertain,  a  strong  temptation  is  given  to  the  holders  to 
endeavour  to  make  up  for  these  disadvantages  by  irregular 
gains,  and  thus  to  give  rise  to  practices  equally  injurious 
to  the  community  in  a  pecuniary  and  in  a  moral  point  of 
vieAv.  ^ 

You  will  observe  that,  in  the  preceding  observations 
I  have  assumed  that  those  only  of  the  pubUo  servants' 
who  are  to  be  regarded  as  removable  on  losing  the  oon- 
hdence  of  the  Legislature,  are  to  be  members  of  the 
Executive  Council.  This  I  consider  to  foUow  from  the 
principles  I  have  laid  down.  Those  pubhc  servants,  who 
hold  their  offices  permanently,  must  upon  that  very 
ground  be  regarded  as  subordinate,  and  ought  not  to  be 
members  of  either  house  of  the  Legislature,  by  which 
they  would  necessarily  be  more  or  less  mixed  up  in  partv 
struggles  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who  are  to  have 
the  general  direction  of  affairs  exercise  that  function  by 

20—2 


!p»«.rli^ 


308 


RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT 


,w?  °i  ^*u  ."»P°n»'Wlity  to  the  Legislature,  which 
mphes  their  being  removable  from  offlol,  andSao  that 
they  should  be  members  either  of  the  Assembly  or  of  the 
Legislative  Council.  But  this  general  direction  of  affairs 
aaS  tte  control  of  all  subordinai  officers,"  is  ?he  duty  of' 
the  Governor  t»  exercise  through  the  Executive  Council  • 
thTnVt^™'"'J*'  ^-.'^^  (^uncu'must  be  conSr^T^i 
w^th  ntZr  °Lp°''*'<"^  °ffi«««.  ""d  «  held  in  connexion 
vnth  other  offices  must  give  to  these  also  a  poUtic^ 
character.  This,  however,  leads  me  to  observe  that  « 
only  wp  or  three  of  the  principal  offices  are  toTe  ;ega^ed 
a«  pohtioal   It  may  very  probably  be  advisable  to  as™gn 

8ucr*'A°e  E^.^nr'"1^°'  the  Executive  CouncmrS 
^^L  *  u  ^''f  "*'^e  CouncU  has  duties  of  a  very  im- 
d^flT-  l""^**'  *<?  Perform;  those  duties,  an  J  the 
defecte  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  then  gen^aUy  been 
wWchTV^T^  thus  described  in  a  confidential  Zlpl^H 
which  the  late  Lord  Sydenham,  then  Mr.  P.  Thomson  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  J.Rus8ell,from  Halifax,intheyeari8«;i^ 
"  hanrf\^°''-r"'  °^^^  Executive  CouncU,  on  the  other 
"chart^'  Th'  P«rf«°"/  «!«»'.  of  a  totaUy  different 
"  mmr>.»  Ki  ^^  T  *  *~^y  "P°"  *1'°'»  tJ'e  Governor 
"  Sf£     if  "*^',f  *°  "*"  **  *°y  ""■  »*  aU  times  for  advice  • 

"  mit?J  fTf^  f  °  •  r"''  "P™  *^«  "^^^^^  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature,  and  in  whom  he  may  find 
"  ^'^f^ft^-.^ithin  its  walls,  to  introduce  such  amend- 
"  Ms^t«°»nH  r'  ""r^  "^"y.  ^'^  necessary,  or  to  defend 
"^nr^>,„      ^'  P°''.T-    J*  '^  °''^°'»>  therefore,  that 
those  who  compose  this  body  must  be  persons  whose 
constant  attendee  on  the  Governor  carbe^ecS 

"  h^iH-  l  ^*y  ^  expedient  to  introduce  others,  men 

"  ,^n  nn?f''f  r/"  °°«  "'P'^^^  Ho»s«.  taking  a  leading  ^r" 
•■  ZtembI? '■>  ■""'  '''°"''  ""■  -e-isin/influencf  Sver 

•  *  *  *  » 

"  dlf^pf  IftV  *■??'  '"  ""y  "P"?"""'  •'y  '»■■  ^^^  "lost  serious 

"  fn  fvl^   the  Government  ,s  the  utter  absence  of  power 

n  the  Executive,  and  its  total  want  of  energy  to  attempt 

to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  country  upon  realTm- 

provements.  or  to  lead  the  Legislaturein  the  prep^a- 

•  In  My  1840,  Sydenham  had  found  time  to  visit  HaUfax  and  tn 
aUay,  though  not  to  settle,  the  poUtical  agitation.  '  ° 
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^_  tion  and  r  'option  of  measures  for  the  benefit  of  the 
^^  oolonv.    It  Joes  not  appear  to  have  ooourred  to  any 
^^  one  that  it  is  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Government 
„  to  suggest  improvements  where  they  are  wanted.    That 
_^  the  constitution  having  placed  the  power  of  legislation 
^  in  the  hands  of  an  Assembly  and  a  Council,  it  is  only 
«  °y  *<=t'°«  through  these  bodies  that  this  duty  can  be 
performed,  and  that  if  these  proper  and  legitimate 
functions  of  Government  are  neglected,  the  necessary 
^  result  must  be,  not  only  that  the  improvements  which 
..      J  Pf°P'e  have  a  right  to  expect  wiU  be  neglected, 
^^  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  checked,  but  that  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  will  misuse  its  power, 
^^  and  the  popular  mind  be  easily  led  into  excitement! 
^^  upon  mere  abstract  theories  of  government,  to  which 
their  attention  is  directed  as  the  remedy  for  the  uneasi- 
ness they  feel." 

In  this  view  u;  the  proper  functions  of  the  Executive 
Council  I  entirely  concur ;  but  I  greatly  doubt  whether 
they  could  be  adequately  discharged  by  a  Council  com- 
posed of  only  two  or  three  persons  holding  offices  in  the 
pubhc  service,  and  of  gentlemen  serving  gratuitously 
i.  •*.  hardly  possible  to  expect  that  those  so  serving 
should  devote  any  large  portion  of  their  time  to  their 
pubhc  duties,  and  it  therefore  appears  to  me  highly 
desirable  that  salaries  should  be  assigned  to  at  least 
one  or  two  seats  in  the  Executive  Council. 

On  such  terir  as  these,  which  I  have  thus  detailed, 
it  appears  to  -ig  that  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Nova 
Scotia  presei  ■>  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  immediate 
adoption  of  ^t  system  of  parliamentary  gove;  int 
which  has  lo..g  prevailed  in  the  mother  country,  ^nd 
which  seems  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  representative 
institutions  in  a  certain  stage  of  their  progress. 

I  have  thought  it  due  to  you  to  enter  thus  fully  into 
the  practical  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  giving  effect 
to  those  general  principles  which,  in  my  despatch  of  the 
3d  of  November,  1  laid  down  for  your  guidance  in  the  selec- 
tion of  your  responsible  advisers.  I  am  in  hopes  that 
the  present  despatch  will  leave  you  in  no  doubt  as  to  the 
course  to  bo  pursued  by  you  in  the  event  of  any  changes 
of  which  you  may  anticipate  the  contingency.  I  owed 
It  to  you  to  make  myself  clearly  understood  on  this  point ; 
and  I  trust  that  what  I  have  now  said,  will  be  regarded  by 
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30th  Janua^.  ™'J"««'«^  ''y  them  m  their  letter  of  the 

I  have,  &o.. 

(Signed)    Grey. 

IsS'I.^h""*' •'!!:'  "'  Go^-'o-General  to  Canada  in 
S  '?''Vr^"'  ""^^  inatruotiona,  and  was  f ul  v 
determmed  to  execute  them.  Hia  ideals,  and  tre  diffi 
cutees  which  he  met  with  in  carrying  them  ou,  aLshown" 
in  his  correspondence,  taken  partly  from  hi«  r^^  ^ 
Journals    edited   by  Theodo.^  wJZt  mT  1^^ 

To  Eabt,  Grey. 

an^S^tnresrXt  *°«*'*''^^  *°  «'-  *°  ™al 
attaches^  ?hem  ^  the  Zm  r'"« /'^P°'"'"<'«  ^hich 
There  are  noZlVZTJTh^T,:^\^^'fl  '^f^''^^- 
the  popular  mind  wl  are  a  .^t„f  J^u,  ^^  "^^Pths  of 
plenty  to  eatTd  drink  no  l^^^"^}''  P*"?'"'  '^th 
envy,  or  taxes  to  pSe^^Kn^l."''"^  *°  ^^^'^^ 
to  view  these  blessing  wth,  1  I*  were  ungrateful 
that  they  account  Tnfo„rm„    ^'*';  *"?  y«'  I  helieve 

public  m'^n  anrtVelTn"  ff^Crto  the'hit'^'^'?^"  °' 
statesmanship  '"'uerence  to  the  higher  aims  of 

the'^:;zTS^r5^Srt^l?z''r  °'  -"«'' 

and  feeling  amon-Toffldal  np^ol  ^^  ?'^«'"  °'  P^^'Ple 
in  an  assembly  of  seventv CvSk,  ^^''^"rity  of  ten 
G>cker,  equivalent  t^  a  mSoritv  of  70^n*^-  '^°°^^^e^o 
of  700.  In  practice,  however  i^  t  far  .?..  ™  ^"^^^^ 
defection  of  two  or  three  inJf^'rf  i  /  otherwise.  The 
ten  puts  the  ^^^s^JS^t'^^i^^-^^^yoi 

petual  patchwork  and  trafficking  rieeuL'S  ^o'^e  ^a^d 

seleo'ed'Ci  Eteuhe^.role'i7„L-.rT™'  ">  ""  -"""^  «""  "« 
mem  of  Canada.  ^  "  poLtical  opponent-for  the  Govern- 
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that,  which  (not  to  mention  other  evils)  so  engrosses  the 
time  and  thoughts  of  ministers,  that  they  have  not  leisure 
for  matters  of  greater  moment.    It  must  also  be  remem- 
bered that  It  IS  only  of  late  that  the  popular  assemblies 
in  this  part  of  the  world  have  acquired  the  right  of  deter- 
mining who  shall  govern  them— of  insisting,  as  we  phrase 
It,  that  the  administration  of  affairs  shall  be  conducted 
by  persons  enjoying  their  confidence.     It  is  not  wonderful 
that  a  privilege  of  this  kind  should  be  exercised  at  first 
with  some  degree  of  recklessness,  and  that,  while  no  great 
principles  of  policy  are  at  stake,  methods  of  a  more  ques- 
tionable character  for  winning  and  retaining  the  con- 
fidence of  these  arbiters  of  destiny  should  be  resorted  to 
My  course  in  these  circumstances,  ia,  I  think,  clear  and 
plain     It  may  be  somewhat  difficult  to  follow  occasion- 
ally, but  I  feel  no  doubt  as  to  the  direction  in  which  it 
lies.     I  give  to  my  ministers  all  constitutional  support 
frankly  and  without  reserve,  and  the  benefit  of  the  best 
advice  that  I  can  afford  them  in  their  difficulties.     In 
return  for  this,  I  expect  that  thev  will,  in  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  do  so,  carry  out  my  views  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  province.     On  this 
tacit  understanding  we  have  acted  together  harmoniously 
up  to  this  time,  although  I  have  never  concealed  from 
them  that  I  intended  to  do  nothing  which  may  prevent 
me  from  working  cordially  with  their  opponents,  if  they 
"^  \°^''^^  "P""  ■"«•     That  ministries  and  oppositions 
should  ooca-sionally  change  places,  is  of  the  very  essence 
of  our  constitutional  system,  and  it  is  probably  the  most 
conservative  element  which  it  contains.    By  subjecting 
all  sections  of  politicians  in  their  turn  to  official  responsi- 
bilities, it  obliges  heated  partisans  to  place  some  restraint 
on  passion,  and  to  confine  within  the  bounds  of  decency 
the  patriotic  zeal  with  which,  when  out  of  place,  they  are 
wont  to  be  animated.     In  order,  however,  to  secure  these 
advantages,   it  is  indispensable  that   the    head   of   the 
Government  should  show  that  he  has  confidence  in  the 
loyalty  of  all  the  influential  parties  with  which  he  has  to 
deal,  and  that  he  should  have  no  personal  antipathies  to 
prevent  him  from  acting  with  leading  men. 

I  feel  very  strongly  that  a  Governor-General,  by  acting 
upon  these  views  with  tact  and  firmness,  may  hope  to 
establish  a  moral  influehce  in  the  province  which  will  go 
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to  the  local  Parlirment  Twi  u  ^"''"^"'e  regpoMible 
of  hi,  office,  under  our  am«,^rtJ'°''l'^*'^.  **">  '"""""n" 
are  more  clearly  dlfin^_!r«f!^  f'"?\'^,  "OMtitution, 
shall  reconcile  Lum^Zllt^T^^^  **™  ''^'"^ 
to  the  Imperial  GovenTment  »nS^t    '  his  reaponsibility 

maintenan^  of  thTqu^rZLr^h  •*'',''  ^'^^'"'^  "^^^  ">« 
now  stands  toward^  the  mm™ n**^  ™'*''°"J° ''l^"'' ^e 
sides,  be  discovered  anrt«^TS^""'*y  °J^''  "'"oh  he  pre- 

to  t^ad  ato^Tjath  Xch  i»''°"'  ""T"''  ^  """^"t 
slippery  and  to  fin5^v,„f  •  '  somewhat  narrow  and 

dcxterityTrereoS  to  r"''''?!  •'"''*.<'""'"«'«  ""d  "^me 

one  side^into  tSe^nVo'T,::!'"'"  ^'°"'  '"'«"?■  on  tho 

other  into  the  dirt  :^dl:SorS"S-':  °"  "'^ 

To  HIS   WiFE.l 

vin'd1ca&™l!o°,d%°PS  *"*'  '"^  "'''  --1  «««^-' 
will  be  the  SMcc^sofaoZrl     ',^°^'^r'^  proceedings 

if  this  country  TgolZZZTi  f'^'^-  ^"P*"**  "•»»  *»- 
Lord  Durham's  repuTa«on  «^  «  w  ^^*"  satisfactorily 
beyond  the  reach  of  cavU  frfn  n f^T*?  .^"  l"*  ™"«d 
I  am  to  be  the  inst—t  to  ° '^*'"'^r.u.'™'"^*l'«*her 
destined,  like  othere  X  L^     ^  u"',  ""''  ^'"•'^.  or  be 

down  in  the  attemptfbut  Hm^Zl  n/""^-"?^'  *?  '"«'»k 
thing  mav  be  done  tl,™,„l  •.         *'"  °^  opinion  that  the 

and!omequa.&rf^t^ZroX^ 

aTui:^  fer  fre;r:s\?"tcr '^^^^^^^^^^^ 

secretary,  and  an  mmenso  mmnf  *  -?'  ""  ''''^'  °'"  P"^»t« 
It  is  possible,  thereforT  thlt  T  m^  °'  Tf"  °'  "'"«''«««• 
up  ag^ainst  the  .SSies  o  mHtualio^n  ""^  !°.  "^"^ 
may  remain  for  some  one  else  to  «fflf  fl  ?'  u*"''  *•"**  '* 
many  reasons  would  r^^^^.f^^:^^'^^^:^''^ 

'  Daughter  of  Lord  Durham. 


mm^^.^^wmp'j.m  :^mm  i 
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To  Earl  Grey. 

GOVIRNMRNT   HonuB,   Moi<TB»AL, 

1  regret  to  state  that  noting,  attended  with  some 
consequences  much  to  be  regretted,  though  happily  with 
no  mjury  to  We,  or  except  in  one  instance,  to  ™rson 
has  taken  place  m  the  city  of  Montreal  during  the  last 
few  days.  I  hasten  to  furnish  your  Lordship  with  an 
account  of  what  has  actually  occurred,  lest  you  should 
United  Stat^^"*^*™**^  "'"''"'^  conveyed  through  the 
u„fh  ^^  "Of  ei.rnce  of  the  unexpected  arrival  of  vessels 
with  merchandize  at  the  Port  of  Quebec,  it  became 
necessary  for  me  to  proceed,  on  a  short  notice,  to  Parlia- 
ment on  Wednesday  last,  in  order  to  give  the  Royal 
Assent  to  a  Customs  Bill  which  had  that  day  passed  the 
Legislative  Council ;  and  I  considered  that,  <^  this  neces- 
sity had  ansen,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  keep  the 

L-^.t!™"  *1.f"''Pr'\''y  °°^"in8  to  dispose,  at  the 
same  time,  of  the  other  Acts  in  which  the  two  branches 
of  the  local  Parliament  had  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session  concurred,  and  which  still  awaited  ray  decision 
Among  these  was  the  Act  to  provide  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  parties  in  Lower  Canada  whose  property  was  de- 
stroyed during  the  RebeUion  in  1837  and  1838,  with 
respect  to  which,  as  your  Lordship  is  aware,  much  excite- 
ment has  unhappily  been  stirred. 

3.  I  herewith  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  perusal,  a 
printed  copy  of  the  Act  in  question,  and  I  shall  not  fail 
by  the  first  mail  to  furnish  you  with  full  information 

wEri*  •<.''''!"'f''*f  """^  "•'J'"'^'''  *•'<'  circumstances 
which  led  to  Its  introduction,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
1  resolved,  after  much  reflection,  to  sanction  it.  No 
money  can  be  paid  under  it  as  indemnity  for  a  con- 
siderable period  so  that  Her  Majesty's  power  of  dis- 
allowance can  be  exercised  with  effect,  should  Her 
„^-t?i,  !°,  ""J^sed,  notwithstanding  the  course 
which  I  have  taken.  As  I  am  writing  thil  Despateh  in 
haste,  with  a  view  to  its  transmission  by  way  of  New 
York,  I  shall  confine  myself  for  the  present  to  a  statement 

been  disCbe'd  "''  '''  '"^'*  '""^  ^'^'^  "^  '""^  ^'^^  "as 


~^^ 


su 
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couree.  Z;,^  '"'"«''  "'  Oo^e^mont.  as  a  matter  of 

to  account  ?oreithe?     TV  ^ •""''''  ""*'"«  ^"^  °«°°"«d 

including  not  a, taglo  French  CanXr'"'^  ""'  *'"""''  ^'"«''°' 
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article  that  appeared  in  one  of  tlje  principnl  EnRli.h  news- 
papem  of  Montreal  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  iieiuiion, 
of  whioh  I  tranncnlK)  the  concluding  paraxraph,  a^  illiM- 
trative  of  the  temper  and  lanRuajte  in  which,  even  at  that 
time,  and  before  the  public  mind  had  been  excited  by  the 
discu«»ion  of  the  Ref)ellion  Lo8Be«.  Hill,  a  portion  of  the 
press  ventured  to  criticiHe  the  proceedings  of  the  local 
Parliament.     The  article  treats  of  a  measure  affecting 
the  townships  to  which,  I  believe,  no  great  objection  wai 
!r  'V.  ,J!'"'''™™t-     It  terminates,  however,  in  the 
words-    We  are  very  glad  of  it-the  sooner  the  cloven 
foot  18  made  visible  the  better  :  the  obvious  intention 
^^  of  that  majority,  composed  of  Frenchmen,  aided  by 
_  traitorous  Bntish  Canadians,  is  to  force  French  institu- 
tions still  further  upon  the  British  minority  in  Lower 
_^  i^anaaa      rhe  intention  is  obvious,  as  we  said  and  we 
^_  are  glad  that  it  is  openly  shown.     We  trust  that  the 
party  of  the  Government  will  succeed  in  every  one  of 
^_  their    obnoxious    measures.     When     French    tvrannv 
becomes  insupportable  we   shall   find   our  Cromwell. 
_  Sheffield   m  the  olden  timrs,  used  to  be  famous  for  its 
^  keen   and   woll-tempered   whittles ;    well,    they   make 
_^  bayonets  there  now,  just  as  sharp  ond  just  as  well- 
_  tempered.     When  wo  can  stand  tyranny  no  longer,  it 
wiil  be  seen  whether  good  bayonets  in  Saxon  hands 
will  not  be  more  than  a  match  for  a  mace  and  a 
majority. 

6.  To  persons  accustomed  to  the  working  of  constitu- 
tionol  government  in  well-ordered  communities,  it  may 
seem  incredible  that  such  language  should  be  employed 
by  the  organs  of  any  respectable  party  in  reference  to  a 
body  comprising  the  freely-chosen  representatives  of  a 
constituency,  formed  on  a  most  popular  basis  ;  but  the 
cause  of  the  anomaly  is  apparent  enough  to  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  hi.story  of  Canada.  For  a  series  of 
years  the  popular  representative  body  and  the  Executive 
supported  by  the  Legislative  Council,  were,  in  the  Lower 
Province  especiaUy,  in  a  condition  of  almost  constant 
antagonism.  To  revile  the  one  was  the  surest  test  of 
patriotism  ;  to  denounce  the  other,  of  loyalty  In  a 
society  smgularly  democratic  in  its  structure,  where 
diversities  of  race  supplied  special  elements  of  confusion 
and  where  consequently  it  was  most  important  that  con- 
stituted authority  should  be  respected,  the  moral  infln- 
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have  Jor&  to  ew^h  oth«r Tm..^  ?"*""  ">»*  ""S""  »» 

upon  her  children.  ^°*""''  "  P"'^«  '"d  privilege  to  be.to«- 

tinuance  of  hamiony  bl?wZ  tS,  .'^^3""'  "C*  ""'  «""- 
tho  Le«i»laturB  may  Ie«nlr^,!^  "o-ordmato  branchoH  of 
tion  of  thene  eWta  m«an^(.^  r  °'  '""«  ^  '^e  correc- 
mainly  to^L7aui,"wZh  I  hatrr  •''  L'^t''  "-"«• 
arrogant  defiance  ^th^ whL  th«  r^^'l- "^  ""*  '""o  «' 
Government  only  but  ako  of  H,„P  ?'""""''•  "°'  °'  "'o 
by  parties  who  Lnn^n  f,?  i       Pa'^'""nent,  are  treated 

m^aKeTr^WsEl  with^it'Sr*'"^^  """'''''  *^ 

lenoe  to  which  tWTnfl«l»  ^         i  *°^  ">«  »""»  "'  ^o- 
presont  instance  led   "'^'""'»«°'y  '«n8"age  haa  in  the 

the  mI^uro'°ro"Lc'Sr'!^h^r'"'T*'°"'"y  disapprove  of 
which  hasToenK«ed^th«p'''''^  '"  LoweTcanada 
the  local  Parliament  C,ar,ndh^°r™'"™.'  """^  "^ioh 
that  in  the  mindrof  oTh^f  .^^  '"''«■  ""J™""'.  and 
and  recolleoS  of  fo  m"  co''X^"'°!:"V*'°."P''''''''« 
politicians  seek  to  imprZ  ^^^^'  "''""h,  designing 
cannot.  I  fear,  be  doibtedit^,fc°"^  '^^^^  ""''''■ 
measure  which  should  Im^    i,      therefore  emphatically  a 

ncss  and  caSLn  by  aint^^.'^'T'"''*''  "^'^  '^»''"- 
interested  in  Z'  issue  TTnf  -  "''?  *™  ""'  '""■«'ly 
has  been  by  no  tcZthe  c^e ''"l^oltiyt"""'"-'  ''f 
from^tM  Sss-Ct  r  ZB^«™  -=^^ 

London  journal  ofTflue^^  ^eat  i?'r'"«;.'n  which  a 
avidity,  and  construed' ^""mlanni^nympTthrwiirt^ 
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oxtonded  from  inHuential  quartero  at  homo  to  thoae  who 
«oek  to  annul  the  obnoxiouii  deoiaion  of  the  local  Legiila- 
turo,  «rhaU!ver  bo  the  meana  to  which  they  resort  for  the 
attainment  of  that  end. 

8.  The  scenes  by  which  the  oitv  of  Montreal  has  l)cen 
lately  disgraced,  are  the  natural  fruits  of  an  agitation  of 
this  character,  operating  on  a  people  of  excitable  tem|>«<r, 
who  have  been  taught  to  bclicvo  that  o  rtiec  which 
they  despisv.  and  over  which  they  have  been  wont 
to  exercise  lominion,  has  obtained  through  the  opera- 
tion of  a  constitutional  system  an  authority  which 
it  could  not  otherwise  have  acquired.  Hence,  more 
especially,  their  vehement  indignation  against  me  [wr- 
Bonally,  and  the  conviction,  in  many  cases  I  doubt 
not  perfectly  sincere,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  a 
serious  dereliction  of  duty  because  I  have  not,  as  my 
predecemors  have  often  done  before  me,  consented  to 
place  mjBelf  in  the  front  of  an  agitation  to  counteract  the 
policy  of  Parliament.  The  nature  of  the  constitutional 
doctrines  which  practically  obtain  in  this  section  of  the 
community,  is  curiously  exemplified  by  the  fact,  that  it 
is  not  the  passage  of  the  Bill  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  or  the  acquiescence 
of  the  Council,  but  the  consent  of  the  Governor  which 
fumishoa  the  pretext  for  an  exhibition  of  popular 
violence. 

'.0.  When  I  left  the  House  of  Parhament  of  tor  giving  the 
Royal  Assent  to  several  Bills,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
I  was  received  with  mingled  cheers  and  hootings  by  a 
crowd  by  no  means  numerous  which  surrounded  the 
entrance  to  the  building.  A  small  knot  of  individuals 
consisting,  it  has  since  been  ascertained,  of  persons  of  a 
respectable  class  in  society  pelted  the  corriage  with  mis- 
siles which  they  must  have  brought  witli  them  for  the 
purpose.  Witlun  an  hour  after  this  occurrence,  a  notice, 
of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  issued  from  one  of  the  news- 
paper offices,  calling  a  meeting  in  the  open  air.  At  the 
meeting  inflammatory  speeches  were  made.  On  a  sudden, 
whether  under  the  effect  of  momentary  excitement,  or 
in  pursuance  of  a  plan  orranged  belorehand,  the  mob 
proceeded  to  the  House  of  ParUament  where  the  members 
were  still  sitting,  and  breaking  the  windows  set  fire  to 
the  building  and  burned  it  to  the  ground.  By  this 
wanton  act  public  property  of  considerable  value,  in- 
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ently  satisfied  with  what  thevhJT''  d^'P^rsod,  apW- 
were  permitted  to  reth^e  united  a^H'n    ^''^  "'"bers 
offered  to  the  military  who  ann..!.       ??  resistance  was 
a  brief  interval,  to  reftor«  nSS    ^  "V^"  8'<""«1  after 
the  flames.    DuW  tttln lii'  """^  "i^  '"  extingnishing 
excitement  prevS  i„%t,tlra*nH''^'  "gooldeal  o? 
of  incendiarism  were  wrZtrlZ^'  ^S^  '°??  '"'^l'*'-  «=ts 
tary  force  haa  been  inSed  ^nH  nf  "1"^*'"'"  ^''^  ""i" 
affected  party  hTve  shoZ  «  ".l^    *^^  '^°^*"  °'  »'"'  ^is- 
toUowersfand  to  direc?lhe?r  eT'-*'°?  *"  '««'™n  t^eir 
constitutional  objeor  of  peLSr*.*"'"^'^'  '^^  ""re 
recall,  and  the  disallowance  nf/T*  k'"'  .^""'«°  f°''  ^y 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  i«     °^nox  ous  Bill.     The 
awe  the  t^bulent     I  ?rost  twT  '^.^^  '^«°  ^""^  *" 
the  city  wiU  not  be  a^^^^'dSed'  *Th  '^'  ^'"'°  "^ 
which  I  enclose  contain  full  and  I  itiL  ^''^  °«^''«Papor.s 
accounts  of  all  that  t^^umJ ^^r^?*'^^  accurate, 
11.  The   ministry  Me   bl«m»H   f°^  ^*^««'^''y 'a«t.' 
adequate  provisio7agrnst  th^„ir°'  .""*  ''"^"^  '^'>^^ 
no  means  expected  that  th«T  ^'rf  *^'''  =  *'"'»  '^ey  by 
Losses  Bill  would  have  d^sniav^dJ^,'?  *\^  ^'''"^"i"" 
which  have  been  pe3rated T?.  .  *i*  ?  '''''  ""'■'ages 
18  certain.     Perhaps  ?uffid?„1  !",""«•  *''^  '"^^  ^^^  *««k« 
them  to  the  menaces  nfth         *".«?tion  waa  not  paid  by 
admitted,  hoTever   tha    th°ei?n '*v"  P'^^'"     I' ^"st  S 
siderable  difficulty'    The  lw[ f^r™ 'T  J"*"  °"«  °^  «°"- 
containing  about  50  000  ShahiZf  °^  M°?ireal-a  city 
with  secrtt  societies  and  oth^r''  °'  "^^^^nt  races, 
constant  actiyity-^on^Vrf  tw  *''"''r  °^  '^^"^^^  i" 
authority  of  the  Vveram^nt  «n7  P°'"'«°'«n  ""der  the 
the  Corporation.    TooMose  tht^^f  '''''''2?^  "Ppo'nted  by 

to  My  considerable  ^^"^totrmn^VfT^^^^ 

either  to  the  mihtary  or^  Hnr        t  *"? ''f  "^ '"  *"  ^ases 

for  the  occasion.  Grove  ^iecH„n!  °h  "'"''""'  <"''<^^<"1 
themselves  in  the  nrMen?in«f  T' u''"'^^^'"''  Presented 
of  these  courses  SS"  he  *r„lv  ""^-l^Ption  of  either 
part  of  the  populace  unhaBDUvl?  to  tumult  on  the 
acts.  More  especiaUy  was  fto^f  Z"'^''^^  'tself  in  overt 
measure  whioh^mighf  hive  had  T^'T'"'^  *"  ^^°''^  any 
oolhsion  between  UtZt"^  l^rLl^^^zl 


OPINION  OF  ASSEMBLY 


319 


feelings  were  so  strongly  excited.  The  result  of  the  course 
pursued  is,  that  there  has  been  no  bloodshed,  and,  except 
m  the  case  of  some  of  the  ministers  themselves,  no  destruc- 
tion of  private  property. 

12.  The  proceedings  in  the  Assembly  have  been  im- 
portant. I  enclose  the  copy  of  an  address  which  has  been 
voted  to  me  by  a  majority  of  36  to  16,  expressive  of  ab- 
horrence at  the  outrages  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
city  of  Montreal,  of  loyalty  to  the  Queen,  and  approval 
of  my  just  and  impartial  "administration  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  with  my  late  as  well  as  my  present  advisers.  Some 
of  the  opposition  approve  of  the  course  which  1  have 
taken  with  respect  to  the  Rebellion  Losses  Bill,  as  appears 
from  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Gait,'  of  which 
reports  are  given  in  the  newspapers  which  I  enclose. 
Mr.  Wilson  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Upper  Canada 
conservative  party,  and  Mr.  Gait's  views  are  the  more 
important,  because  he  has  been  returned  to  Parliament 
only  a  few  days  ago  by  a  Lower  Canadian  constituency 
which  comprises  a  large  British  population.  Generally, 
however,  as  the  amendments  they  have  moved  to  the 
address  show,  they  desire  to  avoid  committing  themselves 
on  this  point.  The  voc  against  the  Addiess  may  be 
thus  classed  :  Sir  A.  M'Nab  ^  and  his  party  ;  my  late 
ministers  and  their  party  ;  d,nd  Mr.  ;  apineau.  The  first 
acts  with  perfect  consistency  in  voting  as  ho  has  done  on 
this  question  ;  for  he  has  aJways  contended  that  govern- 
ment conducted  on  British  principles  is  unsuited  to 
Canada.  The  course  of  the  second  cleiss  is  less  intelligible  ; 
for,  until  the  day  on  which  they  resigned  their  offices  into 
my  hands,  they  uniformly  expressed  approval  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  my  conduct  as  Governor-General  was 
guided ;  and  these,  as  your  Lordship  well  knows,  have 
undergone  no  change  with  the  change  of  administration. 
Mr.  Papineau's  vote  conveys  a  useful  lesson  which  will 
not,  I  trust,  be  lost  on  persons  who  had  been  induced  to 
believe  that  the  persecution  of  which  I  am  now  the  object 
is  really  attributable  to  my  having  shown  undue  lenity  to 
those  who  were  led  by  him  into  rebeUion. 

13.  I  have  now  furnished  your  Lordship  with  as  clear 
a  statement  of  these  important  occurrences  as  I  can  give, 

'  Mr.  A.  T.  Gait,  member  for  Sherbrooke. 

''  Member  for  Hamilton,  leader  of  the  High  Tory  Party  from  Upper 
Canada,  the  remnant  of  the  Family  Compact. 
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a  renewal  of  .irurb^ta  A  f«rr''^"^,  '^''^"'^  »' 
echo  the  prooeedinr^^hevi^ir  T  ^^  '''°*  ^''''a* 
Canada,  Ld  to  whit  ext^nt^K  '  P*/'l?  *"'*''«° '°  Upper 
Meanwhile  it  ^  mf  fcm  con&'%K  .°^,«^.''y  '^^^"■ 
be  submitted  to.X  fi^eraZnt  nf /^'  '^  *^'  ^"t*""" 
stitutional  m».„=  .""ii^u-'^f"""®"*  ?f  t'"8  province  by  con- 


stitutional mean;  wilfbe  inZ«li  ''"^  Pu'"^""  ''^  «»" 
between  over^g  minS  '  bi'^K*  '}"  ^*'"««' 
majorities  resting  on  wSJh  .  ^iy  '"ree,  and 
which  haa  so  lon|  p?ov^  th^  hZ  ^/*A'''"^«^  ^°"^' 
capital  from  the  prSll^nd'^S i.  "f  .^^"?^''',  '¥-'-M 


dignified  neutr^mybXeen  oont^nT'  *''»*.  P™ition  of 
has  been  my  unrfmittinf  «t,T^."*"8.  ^^'^'^  ^^oh  it 
whichlwoufdZDe^tohJ   il^  *?  mamtain.  and  from 
-not.  a«  I  firi^^MeveX^rh^"'  *^«  r"^«°t  driven 
but  by  the  unreL^rUkncf  of  Lr       "v'"^  °'^"> 
a  question  with  vour  £,rH»Mrtv,lJ    ''°°~'*  ""^y  be 
for  the  iP*erest8  o^  Her  mS^-    ''**'?*'"  '?  ^""^^  0°'  '^  ' 
removed  trom  my  Wgh^  If  "ZV^  '^V  '^""^^  ^ 
should  not  inde  Jhofd  4ws  at^vTrial'"'^!"'  °°«  ''^- 
respect  to  the  duties  of  a  con»Ht^,^^    . '^f^*''  ""'"^  ^t*" 
who  should  have  the  alvantZ  nf  h°°^  Governor,  but 
obnoxious  to  any  section  If  ntfiw-    ?'"«  Personally  un- 
the  province.  "^"^  Majesty's  subjects  ,rithin 

To  THE  DPKE  OP  NbwcastLB. 

QUBUliC, 

Now  that  the  bonds  formed  l)v  onm.^'i?™'^'^  ^'''  *'*^''- 
and  the  disposal  of  local  offinl  7,  """"^^lal  protection 

Urn  lh«,  »m«iK^£^;_"'"')' -"y  •»  •PPIJ. 
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advantage  should  be  taken  of  all  favourable  opportunities 
to  act  upon  it. 

There  are  two  principles  which  ought,  I  think  as  a 
general  rule  to  be  attended  to  in  the  distribution  of 
Impenal  honours  among  colonists.  Firstly,  they  should 
appear  to  emanate  directly  from  the  Crown,  on  the  advice, 
a  you  will,  of  the  Governors  and  Imperial  Ministers,  but 
not  on  the  recommendation  of  the  local  executives 
And,  secondly,  they  should  be  conferred,  as  much  as 
possible,  on  the  eminent  persons  who  are  no  lonser 
actively  "Engaged  in  poKtical  life.  If  these  principles  be 
neglected,  such  distinctions  will,  I  fear,  soon  lose  their 
value. 


To  Earl  Gbby. 

TOBONTO, 

March  28, 1860. 
Lord  John  s  speech  on  the  colonies  seems  to  have  been 
eminently  successful  at  home.  It  is  calculated,  too  I 
thmk,  to  do  good  in  the  colonies ;  but  for  one  sentence 
the  introduction  of  which  I  deeply  deplore— the  stine  in 
the  tail.  Alas  for  that  sting  in  the  tail  !i  I  much  fear 
that  when  the  hberal  and  enUghtened  sentiments,  the 
enunciation  of  which  by  one  so  high  in  authority  is  so 
well  calculated  to  make  the  colonists  sensible  of  the  advan- 
tages which  they  derive  from  their  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  shaU  nave  passed  away  from  their  memories, 
there  wiU  not  be  wanting  those  vho  will  remind  them  that 
on  this  solemn  occasion,  the  Prime  Minister  of  England' 
amid  the  plaudits  of  a  full  senate,  declared  that  he  looked 
forward  to  the  day  when  the  ties  which  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  render  so  easy  and  mutually  advantageous  would 
be  severed.    And  wherefore  this  foreboding  ?  or,  perhaps, 

FeU^v  TiSS  'T^  ^?"™"*  j",  't»  House  of  CommoM  on 
iobruary  8,  1850.  Lord  John  ended  by  saying:  "I  anticipate, 
indeed,  witli  others  that  some  of  the  oolorUes  may  so  irrow  in  S 
lation  and  wealth  that  they  may  say,  'Our  strength  is  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  be  independent  of  England.  The  Unk  is  now  become 
onerous  to  us.  The  time  is  come  when  we  think  we  cm,  in  amity  and 
^ance  with  England,  maintain  our  independence.'  1  do  not  think 
that  that  time  is  yet  approaching.  But  let  us  make  them,  as  far  as 
poseible,  fit  to  govern  themselves ;  let  us  give  them,  as  far  as  we  can. 
the  capacity  of  ruhng  their  own  affairs;  let  them  increase  in  wealth 
and  population,  and  whatever  may  happen,  we  of  this  great  Empire 
shaU  have  the  consolation  of  saymg  that  we  have  contributed  to  the 
happiness  of  the  world." 

81 


322  RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT 

I  ought  not  to  use  the  term  foreboding,  for  really  to  iudm 

th^  suotordem<^r:eie^"Xff"h  *\**  '^e  prospect  of 

O  J^ifn  '"'t.'^'"^  "^  "°*  thr™tVe™%*''i:cate 
11  f     (consider  for  a  moment  what  ;«  n,«  ««     f«ui..cim 

-nd  yet  there  is  a  difference  betZnXTwo "ast    a 
3  admitted  as  a  state  into  the  Union  of  theUnitll^f  ? 


BALDWIN  ON  DISMEMBERMENT  323 

system  is,  we  should  not  be  able,  now  more  especially 
when  we  have  ceased  to  control  the  trade  of  our  colonies 
to  render  the  Unks  which  bind  them  to  the  British  Crown 
at  least  as  lastmg  as  those  which  unite  the  component 
parts  of  the  Union.  ...  One  thing  is,  however,  indis- 
pensable to  the  success  of  this  or  any  other  system  of 
Co  omaJ  Government.  You  must  renounce  the  habit  of 
telhng  the  Colonies  that  the  Colonial  is  a  provisional 
existence.  You  must  allow  them  to  believe  that,  without 
sev.  nng  the  bonds  which  unite  them  to  Great  Britain 
they  may  attain  the  dngree  of  perfection,  and  of  social 
and  political  development,  to  which  organised  com- 
munities of  free  men  have  a  right  to  aspire. 

Since  I  began  this  letter  I  have,  I  regret  to  say   con- 
hrmatory  evidence  of  the  justice  ot  the  anticipations  I 
had  formed  of  the  probable  efifect  of  Lord  John's  declara- 
tion.    Z    enclose    extracts    from    two    newspapers     an 
annexatiomst,  the  Herald  oi  Montreal,  and  a  ?«-Mi  annexa- 
tionist, the  Mtrr,yr  of  Toronto.     You  niU  note  the  use  they 
make  of  it.     I  was  more  annoyed,  however,  I  confess  by 
what  occurred  yesterday  in  Council.     We  had  to  de'te^ 
mine  whether  or  not  to  dismiss  from  his  offices  a  contle- 
man  who  is  both  M.P.P.,  Q.C.,  and  J.P.,  and  who  has 
issued  a  flaming  manifesto  in  favour,  not  of  annexation 
but  of  an  immediate  declaration  of  independence  as  a 
step  to  It.     I  will  not  say  anything  of  my  own  opinion  on 
the  case,  but  it  was  generally  contended  by  the  members 
of  tne  Board  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  that 
persons  who  had  declared  their  intention  to  throw  off  their 
allegiance  to  the  Queen,  with  a  view  to  annexation,'  were 
unht  to  retain  offices  granted  during  pleasure,  if  persons 
who  made  a  similar  declaration  with  a  view  to  indepen- 
dence were  to  be  differently  dealt  with.     Baldwin  a  had 
Lord  John's  speech  in  his  hand.     He  is  a  man  of  singu- 
larly placid  demeanour,  but  he  has  been  seriously  iU   so 
possibly  his  nerves  are  shaken— at  any  rate  I  never  saw 
him  so  much  moved.     "  Have  you  read  the  latter  part  of 
Lord  J.  Russell's  speech  ?"  he  said  to  me.     I  nodded 
assent.        For  myself,"  he  added,  "if  the  anticipations 
_^  therein  expressed  prove  to  be  weU  founded,  my  interest 
^  in  public  affaire  is  gone  for  ever.     But  is  it  not  hard 
upon  us  while  we  are  labouring,  through  good  and  evil 
'  See  p.  385. 
2  At  (his  time  joint  premier  with  Sir  L.  H.  Lalontaine 

21— a 
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''™S^^  *°,k'''1?^  *■>»  <*«««"'  °*  *>»°"«  ''ho  would  dig- 
"■^l^i,  i*  *=?J""j.i''»*  °'"'  adversaries  should  be 
..  ^J^t?  -"i**  'h  ^ff^ren^e  between  them  and  the 
"  S2«l^"*"  °'  ^"g'""''  *«  ""ly  °°e  of  time  ?  If  the 
"that  we  amTrl""  ?'^?  """"o  *°  **>«  <«>r^oMon 
"favLrThl  «J^"'?«"  to  be  oast  off  whenever  a 
"warn^"     opportunity  offers,  surely  we  ought  to  be 

thl  ^t^''*^  *  w  "^^b  ]  regretted  as  much  as  he  could  do 
wh  J^i'l™''t  ^  ^^'"^  ^^  "'O"*^'  I  bought  he  some- 
what mistook  Its  import :  that  I  believed  no  man  livhut 

rw'?"™^^^,?'*^  .^  *'"'  dismemberment  of  the  Empire 
than  Lord  J.  Russell :  that  I  did  not  conceive  that  h"E^ 
any  mtention  of  deserting  the  Colonies,  or  of  inviting  them 

?n  Z^H*"  *'•  •"  ^"f!'"'^  =  *""'  *•'»*  ^'o  had  in  the  sentenc^ 
in  quest  on  given  utterance  to  a  purely  speculative  and 
shar"^^  Jf  g""^"*  most  fallaciour,  opinion,  which  wa^ 
ITa^'  r,,-'  "^  ^"y  ™*"y  persons  both  in  England 

n^t  ^?1  *<""•!?"  '""Ty'  ***  5"«^b  Colonies  could 
Pn  wit  ^  1  "»t"Pty  n""""*  separation,  and  that  my 
interest  in  labouring  with  them  to  bring  into  full  plav  the 
principles  of  Constitutional  Government  in  CanacS  would 
t^tlt^/  ^  could  be  persuaded  to  adopt  Tt  1 
o?il„  f^  I'  ?i"'*  "Z'^T  however,  not  without  mis- 
giving, for  I  could  not  but  be  sensible  that,  in  spite  of  all 

^m!  wl'^P'^f"'*"'"  °'  *his  nature,  proceeding  from  a 
™«  ^f^w**,'  ^^\'^  *  speculative  abstraction  than  as 
one  of  that  class  of  prophecies  which  work  their  o^ 

STf  r  ^t'^%  ^"?''"  ^"'"her  dishe^^e^ 
^l^hh  J^r^  *^*'  ^"*  ^-  «"«««"'«  reference  to  the 
^rt^H^f  °^  ^'°'"^'  ""^  ""'^  ""^^'y  to  be  followed  by 
practical  consequences  than  Lamartine's  famous  "  guaZ 

THft"n1?Kr  -"^"^l  invocation  to  oppressed  nationlties. 
It  IS  possible,  indeed  that  I  exaggerate  to  myself  the  prob- 
able effects  of  this  declaration.  Politicians  of  the  BM- 
»T  l!?"?'  ^'/th.  distinct  views  and  aims,  who  hav^mr 
dS  t"^  *°  "''*'"".''  «o^«™ment  on  British  principle^ 
c3.  preserve  It,  are  not,  I  fear,  very  numerous  in 
Canada ;  the  great  mass  move  on  with  very  indeBnite 
^Z^li,^"'^  r*  ""''b  inquiring  whither  they  are  goS^ 
Of  one  thmg,  however,  I  am  confident :  there  cannot  be 
any  peace,  contentment,  progress,  or  credit  in  this  colony 
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while  the  idea  obtains  that  the  connection  with  England 
is  a  millstone  about  its  neck  which  should  be  cast  off,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  managed.     What  man  in 
his  senses  would  invest  his  money  in  the  public  securities 
of  a  country  where  questions  affecting  the  very  founda- 
tions on  which  public  credit  rests  are  in  perpetual  agita- 
tion ;  or  would  settle  in  it  at  all  if  he  could  find  for  his 
foot  a  more  stable  resting-place  elsewhere  ?    I   may, 
perhaps,   be  expressing  myself  too   unreservedly  with 
reference  to  opinions  emanating  from  a  source  which  I 
am  no  leas  disposed  than  bound  to  respect.    As  I  have 
the  means,  however,  of  feeling  the  pulse  of  the  colonists 
in  this  most  feverish  region,  I  consider  it  to  be  always 
my  duty  to  furnish  you  with  as  faithful  a  record  as 
possible  of  our  diagnostics.     And,  after  all,  may  I  not  with 
all  submission  ask.  Is  not  the  question  at  issue  a  most 
momentous  one  ?    What  is  it  indeed  but  this  :  Is  the 
Queen  of  England  to  be  the  Sovereign  of  an  Empire, 
growing,  expanding,  strengthening  itself  from  age  to  age, 
striking  its  roots  deep  into  fresh  earth  and  drawing  new 
supplies  of  vitality  from  virgin  soils  ?     Or  is  she  to  be 
for  all  essential  purposes  of  might  and  power.  Monarch 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  merely — her  place  and  that 
of  her  line  in  the  world's  history  determined  by  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  12,000  square  miles  of  a  coal  formation, 
which  is  being  rapidly  exhausted,  and  the  duration  of  the 
social  and  political  organization  over  which  she  presides 
dependent  on  the  annual  expatriation,  with  a  view  to  its 
eventual  alienization,  of  the  surplus  swarms  of  her  bom 
subjects  ?    If  Lord  J.  Russell,  instead  of  concluding  his 
excellent  speech  with  a  declaration  of  opinion  which,  as 
I  read  it,  and  as  I  fear  others  will  read  it,  seems  to  make 
it  a  point  of  honour  with  the  Colonists  to  prepare  for 
separation,   had  contented  himself  with  resuming  the 
statements  already  made  in  its  course,  with  showing  that 
neither  the  Government  nor  Parliament  could  have  any 
object  in  view  in  their  Colonial  policy  but  the  good  of  the 
Colonies,  and  the  establishment  of  the  relation  between 
them  and  the  mother-country  on  the  basis  of  mutual 
affection  ;  that,  as  the  idea  of  maintaining  a  Colonial 
Empire  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  dominion  or  dispens- 
ing patroneige  had  been  for  some  time  abandoned,  and 
that  of  regarding  it  as  a  hot-bed  for  forcing  commerce  and 
manufactures  more  recently  renounced,  a  greater  amount 
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Rr/ZStt  ^""".""'J  ?elf-8overnment  might  be  conceded  to 
or  the  vSir:"  T"'"'"*  ""-r  ^"""'^  °f  Imperial  Unity! 
hid  unZ  »n  1.'  ""^  P^'TP'"  °f  Imperial  Policy,  thar^ 
oomrnlf^  r'"'/"*  y«'  ^"^''"'J  f''"™  t°  the  lot  of  the 
component  parts  of  any  Federal  or  Imperial  system     if 

Wdiif  a'^''^?"'  '"i*^l"'  *°*  th^^effer^rhou 
hazarding  a  conjecture  which  will,  I  fear  be  received  « 
n  suggestion,  with  respect  to  the  course  whichTrtafn 

irr  s^SbS  ^"  '"^  ^'°°'-  ^«  -c'e"m:,i,ta^: 

wit^°a  ^17;,/  '"'"*'•.■*  ^"ti"o«°n  between  separation 
rnrillT  annexation  and  separation  with  a  view  to 
ihe  if tf  .""'■  y°"  ^y  *"  f°™«^  i«  an  act  of  tre Jon 
Th^ri  *   u***!™'   *"<*   leKitimate   step  in   prowess' 

but  inl,^"^''  plausibility  loubtless  in^h^s  ffin 
but,  independentlv  of  the  fact  that  no  one  advocates 
mdependence  m  tliese  Colonies  except  as  a  means  ?o  the 

nufy^faf^l^'v^^^^^^ 

mcasur^To.  I"*"'*'*  '°  denounce,  without  reserve  o^ 
^  !,Tt'*^    fu'^''„°  P-'opose.  for  some  secondary  object 

But  if  on  tr^.*'.^'""  ""'*  ^'"P''^  f"'  the  Ui^L  S: 
iiut  if.  on  the  contrary,  you  assume  that  it  is  a  provisiona 

Ind  ouT^^lv  "^"'i,"^  ''"'  "  *•'""'<"•  ""'l  Partfal™^ 
nature  to  strfv!/"  '""""'""ities  ought  in  the  "course  o 
nature  to  strive  to  pass,  how  can  you  refuse  to  Derniit 

sZe"^2Tj''^-  ^""'1  "'fy  haveLived  at  the  ^™, 
whfch  "s  at  „nn.'"'rj  *°  P'aee  ^''^'^-'^'^^^  '"  a  condition 
theirVlf   once  most  favourable  to  their  security  and  to 

you  afsl^n  tr"thl°r  ''r'°P'n«nt  ?  What  r^aln"  can 
«.^L?1^  !i  "®  '^f"'*''  «*<=^Pt  such  as  are  founded  on 
selfishness,  and  are.  therefore,  morally  worthless       If  you 

S&ou^r'"'"?.^'^'"'^ '«  '°°  bigforthenJl^fry" 
and  that  you  have  no  other  room  for  him  in  your  house 
how  can  you  decline  to  allow  him  to  lodge  mth  his  elde; 

estabhshment  for  himself  would  seriously  embarrass  him  ? 
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To  Earl  Orby. 

Toronto, 
November  1,  ISDO. 

Sir  H.  Bulwer  spent  four  days  witli  us,  and  for  many 
reasona  I  am  glad  that  ho  has  boon  here.  He  leaves  us 
knowing  more  of  Canada  than  he  did  when  he  came.  I 
think  too  that  both  he  and  Sir  E.  Head  return  to  their 
homes  re-assured  on  many  points  of  our  internal  poUoy, 
on  which  they  felt  doubtful  before,  and  much  enlightened 
as  to  the  real  position  of  men  and  things  in  this  province. 

With  one  important  truth  I  have  laboured  to  impress 
them,  and  I  hope  successfully.  It  is  this  :  that  the  faith- 
ful carrying  out  of  the  principles  of  Coaititutional  Govern- 
ment is  a  departure  from  the  American  model,  not  an 
approximation  to  it,  and,  therefore,  a  departure  from 
republicanism  in  its  only  workable  shape.  Of  the  sound- 
ness of  this  view  of  our  case  I  entertain  no  doubt  what- 
ever ;  and  though  I  meet  with  few  persons  to  whom  it 
seems  to  have  occurred  (for  the  common  belief  of  super- 
ficial observers  is  that  we  are  republicanising  the  colonies), 
I  seldom  fail  in  bringing  it  home  to  the  understanding  of 
any  intelligent  person  with  whom  I  have  occasion  to 
discuss  it.  The  fact  is,  that  the  American  sy.stom  is  our 
old  Colonial  system  with,  in  certain  cases,  the  principle 
of  popular  election  substituted  for  that  of  nomination  by 
the  Crown.  Mr.  Filmore  stands  to  his  Congress  very 
much  in  the  same  relation  in  wh'ch  I  stood  to  my  As- 
sembly in  Jamaica.  There  is  the  same  absence  of  effec- 
tive responsibility  in  the  conduct  of  legislation,  the  same 
want  of  concurrent  action  between  the  parts  of  tho  poli- 
tical machine.  The  whole  business  of  legislation  in  the 
American  Congress,  as  well  as  in  the  State  Legislatures, 
is  conducted  in  the  manner  in  which  railway  business  was 
conducted  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  a  time  when  it  is 
to  be  feared  that,  notwithstanding  the  high  standard  of 
honour  in  the  British  Parliament,  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  jobbing.  For  instance,  our  Reciprocity  measure  was 
pressed  by  us  at  Washington  last  session,  just  as  a  Railway 
Bill  in  1845  or  1846  would  have  been  pressed  in  Parlia- 
ment. There  was  no  Government  to  deal  with.  The 
interests  of  the  Union,  as  a  whole  and  distinct  from  local 
and  sectional  interests,  had  no  organ  in  the  representative 
bodies ;  it  was  all  a  question  of  canvassing  this  member 
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l^"ffaU'm°SSi„;' i'Z  ^  P««-e  that, 
tion  but  tho  rule         ^  *  """'  '^°'"«  "o'  the  except 

Parliamenta^  «i«tor„  ^r.  i*"  "'°''""8  of  ,uoh  a 
to  revert  d  tb^  olS^^rivl"^  "^^f  "'"'  """"nt 
Whether  we  ghaU  be  IhU^^  "Teflponaible  mechanism, 
enough  to  aUortb^  tt,t  "7?.°"  ""«  *»■•  here  long 
ment  and  the  h*  bits  oWnH  °' <iO?''titutional  Govem- 
root  in  th«,e  provtaoei  ZLt  t'f  'L«T"<1''"'  to  take 
be  worth  your  whT  toVZL  ''""''""I-  But  it  may 
not  throw  some  l^ht^nXf4'-*'i?*'''''  "■«'«  ^«'^''  *> 
with  constitution^  mon„oW«tw'"'°'^-     "  ^^^  P"' 

federal  syste/ ■'  but  tUsfs  not  Vh?  7""°'  «"*  *''«'' 
are  others  that'lie  d«,p^r  "iZk  at  Fr±  ""7"'  '^^'^ 
are  trying  to  jumble  un  H,.  t»f?u-  '^n^e,  where  they 
respo^ible  to  tt 'Z^e  ;^ho%tThi™'''''1,°'  *•"?  ^tat^ 
responsible  to  the  (5over^me„t  '  ""^  '  '»'™*'y 

To  THK  DtJKB  OF  NewCASTLB. 

It  is  arened  that    I,,,  n,  ^''"''  '*'•  18«8. 

SSIgiS""!'.  SVSS'^  ""="■»" 

by  deolarinB  that  ^  r.:.^  .  "\'  ^""°  the  same  end 
^lonistea?ffr^1;,?;^d^X"*r"•'^'°•'f  I"™"""",  the 
justifiable  to  adopt  \hef™T!'j*"  '  ^°^^  """■  it  be 
-onlegious  to  aTU'^theTtter'/''"^  ^'^'"'■''"*«'  -^ 

the  whrwSTof'r/on'sSCllT''"*'  f  '°  *''-- 
the  real  power!  for  afteTanth.f       ^'i"'^  *''°  «««='»e 

theffs-tha?  t'brroi.?^- rto^sb,:^^^^ 
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ment  of  healthy  national  life  in  these  young  oommunitie*. 
1  t  lieve  that  this  policy  wiU  be  found  to  be  not  only  the 
safest,  but  also  (an  important  consideration  in  these  days) 
the  most  economical. 


To  Eabl  Grbv. 

Toronto, 
December  17,  1850. 

Although,  as  you  obserre,  it  seems  to  be  rather  idio  in 
us  to  correspond  on  what  may  be  termed  speculative 
questions,  when  we  have  so  much  pressing  business  on 
hand,  I  venture  to  say  a  few  -ords  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  the  23rd  ult.,  firstly,  because  I  pre.sume  to  dissent 
from  some  of  the  opinions  which  you  advance  in  it ;  and, 
secondly,  because  I  have  a  nractical  object  of  no  small 
importance  in  view  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  con- 
trasts which  present  themselves  in  the  working  of  our 
mstitutiona,  and  those  of  our  neighbours  in  the  States. 
My  practical  object  is  this  :   when  you  concede  to  the 
U)Iom8ts  Constitutional  Government  in  its  integrity  you 
are  reproached  with  leading  them  to  Republicanism  and 
the  Amenoan  Union.    The  same  reproach  is  hurled  with 
anathemas  against  your  humble  servant.     Lord  Stanley 
If  1  nghtly  remember,  in  the  debate  on  Ryland's  case  last 
year,  stated  amid  cheers,  that  if  you  were  in  the  habit  of 
consulting  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  in  the  Cr>lony  before 
you  placed  persons  on  the  colonial  pension  list,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  you  had  already  established  a  re- 
pubhc  in  Canada  !     Now  I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
It  ma,y  be  demonstrated  that  the  concession  of  Constitu- 
tional Government  has  a  tendency  to  draw  the  Coloniste 
the  other  way ;  firstly,  because  it  slakes  that  thirst  for  self- 
government  which  seizes  on  all  British  communities  when 
they    approach    maturity ;    and,    secondly,    because    it 
habituates  the  Coloniste  to  the  working  of  a  poUtical 
mechanism,  which  is  both  intrinsically  superior  to  that  of 
the  Amenoans,  and  more  unlike  it  than  our  old  Colonial 
system. 

Adopting,  however,  the  views  with  respect  to  the  superi- 
ority of  the  mechanism- of  our  political  system  to  that  of 
our  neighbours,  which  I  have  ventured  to  urge,  you  pro- 
ceed to  argue  that  the  remedy  is  in  their  hands ;  that 
without  abandoning  their  republicanism  they  and  their 
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out  »  KinK,  the  1^  wiJw  th.  ,°"V^^^^  *'"- 

thiH  idea.  U^  p  Jiot  .tZ^,*'.'*;"'  v^'  ""c"™""^'"""  " 

monarch  In-  notin  inH  L  „   TT  "  *'''''"'  ""«  ^  '■"•  "  »'•" 

of  Common.  Come''  LrtTi!'"'"'  !'"■  '*!*' ""  ""'  "''"'» 
and  consequentiv  morr  '*«'""" ?t.c  in  it«  composition, 

lightly  of  the  check  of  th'rv    ^^  ,.,^°"  ^"'  """'""'hat 

out  consXL  Pa  SL7''/:r  8"  "dminiBtration  with- 
«anee  .    0.  dl  y^^X^l^'atTe  ^E^^^iS; 
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when  they  advocBttid  the  nomination  of  a  Ministry  of  the 
House  of  Awmbly  with  a  rovocnblo  tnamlnt,  intended  to 
create  a  h  rankenstein'  endowed  with  iwwcni  in  norne  ca«.« 
paramount  to,  nnd  in  otiiem  running  parallel  with,  the 
authority  of  the  omnifmtent  bwly  to  which  it  owed  itH 
oxiHtenee  ?  My  own  iiii|ire8»ion  is,  tliat  they  meant  a  net 
or  rteleRatcs  to  be  appointed,  who  Nhould  exerrme  certain 
Junctions  of  leRiBlativo  initiation  ami  exocufi  fonago 

HO  long  as  they  reflected  clearly,  in  tlie  form,  i       •  ...iHgioT 
and  in  the  latter  the  intereatH  of  the  majo'    v        ■  i,    i 
being,  and  no  longer. 

It  appearH  to  me,  I  must  confesg,  thn  .f  o  n  ,v  ,  » 
republican  form  of  government  in  a  /rm'  .oi.nirv  ilh 
oomphcotod  internal  and  external  ..-i.ui.ri  -on  ,„„*f 
either  separate  the  executive  and  legln  ativo  il  -^  iri  .in  ni,K 
an  in  the  United  States,  or  submit  ,  -.i  t\  ;,'ii  v  „f  ttie 
majority,  not  the  more  tolerable  becau-  it  ,  ,,  ,,ci.)ii» 
and  wielded  by  a  tyrant  with  many  heads.  <if  iho  >  ■... 
evils  I  prefer  the  former. 

Consider,  for  a  moment,  how  much  more  .«  'at  tlio 
proceedings  of  majorities  in  the  American  Legislatures 
would  be  how  much  more  reckless  the  appeals  to  popular 
passion,  how  much  more  frequently  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of  individuals  and 
classes  would  be  sacrificed  to  the  object  of  raising  political 
capital  for  present  uses,  if  debates  or  discussions  affected 
the  tenure  of  office.  I  have  .10  idea  that  the  executive 
ana  legislative  departments  of  the  State  can  be  made  to 
work  together  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  harmony  to  give 
the  maximum  of  strength  and  of  mutual  independence  to 
secure  freedom  and  the  rights  of  minorities,  except  under 
the  presidency  of  Monarchy,  the  moral  influence  of  which 
so  long  as  a  nation  is  monarchical  in  its  sentiments,  cannot 
of  course,  be  measured  merely  by  its  recognised  power. 

To  Mb.  Ccmmino  Bruce. 

Seftembrr,  18S2. 
As  respects  the  matter  of  the  report,^  I  am  disposed  to 
believe  that,  viewing  the  question  with  reference  to  per- 
sonal interests  exclusively,  my  removal  from  hence  would 
^  Sir-.    "Monster"  is  meant. 

n-V""  I'^'i  \.T'^  '°,''°  "■^""^'i  fcy  'he  Ministry,  headed  by  Lord 
Derby,  which  bad  recently  come  into  power.  ,1    «  •• 
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-Lt-'ir  Kr f :  t  r  j-s- "  !f  •" v^;;''  "-• 

point  I  must  speak  frwldv  I^hf  "k  °°''  '  °"  *"« 
use  the  word  ed^^^ti^r  l^J?  J"**"  PO'^eased  (I 
England  8tmoOTsid^f'..^o.  .  that  most  persons  in 
that  it  is  p.^fbk^'^^f'f  9^ P°*'"f •.''»)  ^ti  the  idea 
America  andl^  the  Leo^^.'"M"  *^l  ■»"  °'  ^"rth 
conneotiin  and  BritishTnst  tu«nn^°r  ^"^"^""l  ^""^'^ 
freely  and  trustinclv     W^lt.;     u    '  .'^y°"  8'''«  the  latter 

faith,  or  to  have  Z  f^nlf^  f  ™°'  "^^^^  ^  P™'«^«  t^s 
fear  that,  ere  lone  it  wm  hZ  "»Pf  ^mg  it,  I  confess  I 
likewise.  I  bel^l;  thai  it  ?«  '  li'*'""'  ">  °*^^'  ^""^^ 
with  one  old^^Cn^VlZT^y  ""  *""  *°  ''"»«'"<' 
dependenci^  TZ^  on  L  .^J"""  J'^"  5°^*™  «"«'' 
principle,  by  means  nf  rL-.  ""^'I^jted    bureaucratic 

tion,  M^hZthlr     ""^  lyP'Pathy,  and  moderi- 
of  local  pomlcs  ^""P^"  ^'"'^  '*  ^'^^'''e*  t^e  aims 

on  S  r  F  H^^  fo thrin'^''  '''"  =°.™'»«ndatiL  bestowed 
the  Liberal  ptrtvanH^^^"**?'"  ?*°  ••'"  """"""^  '™"' 
only  a  pI?tiEfide„ce"Zreh?  ^f "' ^^^  «'^°"W  enjoy 
their  position  aT  tribune,  of  th^T'^*'''""  *° "'*'° 
inounes  of  the  people  in  conjunction 
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with  the  prestige  of  advisers  of  the  Crown  by  enabling 
them  to  shirk  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  government 
which  are  unpopular.  It  is  true  that  I  have  always  said 
to  my  advisers,  "  while  you  continue  my  advisers  you 
shall  enjoy  my  unreserved  confidence ;  and  en  revanche 
you  shall  be  responsible  for  all  acts  of  government." 

But  it  is  no  less  certain  that  there  is  not  one  of  them 
who  does  not  know  that  no  inducement  on  earth  would 
prevail  with  me  to  bring  me  to  acquiesce  in  any  measures 
which  seemed  to  me  repugnant  to  public  morals,  or  Im- 
perial interests  ;  and  I  must  say  that,  far  from  finding  in 
my  advisers  a  desire  to  entrap  me  into  proceedings  of 
which  1  might  disapprove,  I  find  a  tendency  constantly 
increasing  to  attach  the  utmost  value  to  my  opinion  on 
all  questions,  local  or  general,  that  arise. 


To  THB  Colonial  Secretary,  Sir  Georob  Grey. 

Qdibeo, 
December  18,  18S4. 
I  readily  admit  that  the  maintenance  of  the  position 
and  due  influence  of  the  Governor  is  one  of  the  most 
critical  problems  that  have  to  be  solved  in  the  adaptation 
of  FarliamentaiT  Government  to  the  Colonial  system  : 
and  that  it  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  the  importance 
which  attaches  to  its  satisfactory  solution.  As  the  Im- 
perial Government  and  Parliament  gradually  withdraw 
from  legislative  interference,  and  from  the  exercise  of 
patronage  in  Colonial  affairs,  the  office  of  Governor  tends 
to  become,  in  the  most  emphatic  sense  of  the  term,  the 
link  which  connects  the  Mother-country  and  the  Colony, 
and  his  influence  the  means  by  which  harmony  of  action 
between  the  local  and  imperial  authorities  is  to  be  pre- 
served. It  is  not,  however,  in  my  humble  judgment,  by 
evincing  an  anxious  desire  to  stretch  to  the  utmost  con- 
stitutional principles  in  his  favour,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  frank  acceptance  of  the  conditions  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary system,  that  this  influence  can  be  most  surely 
extended  and  confirmed.  Placed  by  his  position  above 
the  strife  of  parties — holding  office  by  a  tenure  less  pre- 
carious than  the  ministers  who  surround  him — having  no 
political  interests  to  serve  but  that  of  the  community 
whose  affairs  he  is  appointed  to  administer — his  opinion 
cannot  fail,  when  all  cause  for  suspicion  and  jealousy  is 
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especial  manner  the  S„  rfT*'*?*"  ^'^^  ^  "^ 
tion,  and  of  moral  and  mkteriXr  P^'  "?  ^'l?^  "^  «duoa- 
-"■hich,  unlike  the  c"ntesteo?nf^'"""" '*" '"'""='""'' 
dividing  the  members  of  7h„K^'^*'^?'."'"<*  ■'«tead  ot 

o^uohTnfluencesT^."  ^pp^eoitte;"'-'";^ 

tion  of  public  affairs  mavnroli.         ^  "'*''*  »<'™iwstra- 

perBons  who  have"o  faifHn  ^*  *  "'^'"  °"  t^e  part  of 
addressed  to  the  low^t  motivV7,,''PP*'''  '^'>'«'>  is  not 
those  who  have  justef views  n?  '""""'  ""•"J""*  =  but 
who  have  seen  iiflueLrs  Tw  aT  ''°'",'"°"  "»'»'«'  "^d 
with  judgment,  wSl  not  hi  S-  5"^*'^  '"°™'  wielded 
high  degree  of  efficacy  ^°^  *"  '^""J'  '^  '»'«'"» 
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The  frequent  changes  in  British  economic  policy,  which 
culminated  in  1846  in  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  and 
the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the  preference  given  to 
Canadian  wheat  and  flour,  bore  hard  on  Canadian  farmers 
and  millers,  especially  as  -olonial  shipping  was  still 
hampered  by  the  Navigation  Acts.  An  acute  commercial 
crisis  followed,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  issue  early  in 
1849  of  the  celebrated  Annexation  Manifesto,  which  is 
given  below.  This  document  emanated  from  Montreal, 
the  chief  commercial  and  shipping  town  of  the  province, 
and  was  largely  signed  by  prominent  businesH  men  of 
both  political  parties. '  With  it  are  given  some  explana- 
tory letters  of  Lord  Elgin. 

So  much  of  the  discontent  as  was  legitimate  dis- 
appeared on  the  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Acts  in  June, 
1849,  and  on  the  negotiation  by  Lord  Elgin  in  1854  of 
a  Treaty  of  Reciprocity  in  natural  products  with  the 
United  States.  The  question  of  peaceful  annexation  did 
not  again  become  an  issue  in  Canadian  politics  till  1887- 

'  Nine  Uundred  and  uxtynine  signatnreB  wero  appended.  Among 
them  were  those  o(  two  Queen's  Gounsellore  and  of  several  Justices 
of  the  Peace.  Of  these  all  who  did  not  explicitly  disavow  their  signa- 
tures were  removed  from  office  by  the  Governor- General,  with  the 
approval  of  his  Cabinet. 

Ill  after-years,  when  Conservative  speakers  frequently  attempted  to 
brand  their  opponents  with  "  disloyiUty,"  a  reminder  that  in  his 
petulant  youth  the  speaker  had  signed  this  manifesto  was  a  not  unusual 
retort.  See  an  interesting  account  of  the  feeling  of  the  time  by  Sir 
John  ftiacdonald,  who  was  pressed  to  sign,  but  refused,  in  Joseph  Pope, 
Sir  John  MitcUonald,  vol,  i.,  pp.  71,  72. 
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To  raB  Pbople  op  Canada, 

afflict  iur  :Ztry  a"„d  Tr'"^^'  °f  '^e  eviU  that 
depression  of  its  material  in^     ""J^«"«I  and  inoreasinR 

abated  by  '^^S:^t^TVtSZ^''''  ^T^ 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiry  and ^rl;'!-*™  *?  combine 
to  the  adoption  of  suoh^em^i?!'^  "''°"'  ^">  *  ^ew 
P«sionatef„vesti«atio„m':^st^\sr  "  '"'"^  ""<*  '^^- 
ag?e^i?"u^«  ifc-e  :/"<l  ere^    but  yet 

formanoeV  aoommoTduXt™er''"°2  *"  *>>«  P»- 
growing  out  of  a  common  „     °".™«l^es  and  our  country 

m  yie^  of  a  brighter  andTnn'*^',''"  '"'^«  oonsentel^,' 
obliyion  aU  past  differences  Twh  ^f"*""*'  ^  """'g^  i" 
attributable  to  whatever  !™        "'hateyer  character,  or 

fellow  cobnists  to  uniti  with  ufin  /v  W^^'i^g  *«  our 
duty,  we  solemnly  conjure  th^J  this  o„  ^ost  needful 
oessful  issue  and  the  welfare  o?Vh-  """^  ^''"^  »  ""<=- 
upon  the  task,  at  this  mom«nf  '"^  •°'^"'y'  »<»  enter 
fraternal  spirit.  momentous  cnsis,  in  the  same 

wherebHrtithd^t  w"kr''T  °'  ^?'''  «"'"". 
protection    in    her   markZ    h„  "°'°T'  *>^  ^°°'«d 

disastrous  effects  upon  Canada    In '"°''""?'^    *''<'    ""^t 
condition  of  the  coSXy  what  bu?  !"^«y"8  '^e  actual 
meets  the  eye  !     Our  p^ykTc  al  1         °""  ^P'''  "^^^X 
corporations  embarrass^    o^r?in^''*""°f°*  »"d  cjyio 
ties  greatly  deprecated    ^°     ^"^"S  and  other  seouri- 
interests  a^ke  ^np^o'Srou,"   ZTT:t  ""'^  T'""'*""' 
upon  any  terms  ;  our  unriylC  riv™  1  T^^^'^  "^'^"''le 
afmost  unused  ;  whilst  rnmm         T'  '"'"'«•  a°d  canals, 
the  circulating  capita    a~ed  Id.''''"''"'"  ""^  '^°'^ 
system,  is  dissipated    wTth  nl.  f   *  """^  favourable 
replace  it !    Thus    wi'thTnf  .    ".  u,™"  "''y  quarter  to 
e/ect  a  loan  w"th  foreZ  tJ^^"^^"  ""Pi"^.  -nable  to 
country,  although  offpH„*^         "?  "^  '"''>  'be  mother 
that  which  rSy  obtS  '^"'^  ?f?"y  «"P«rior  to 
States  and  Great^riurwher^thP ''^Z'"'"  thrUnited 

«ion  of  the  i^?Hi«htCw^„f:t%rt?;!!:cis- 
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****  ,T°'1<^  «•  humiliating  contrast  with  its  immediate 
neighbours,  exhibiting  every  symptom  of  a  nation  fast 
smkmg  to  decay. 

With  superabundant  water  power,  and  cheap  labour, 
especially  in  Lower  Canada,  we  have  yet  no  domeatio 
manufactures  ;  nor  can  the  most  sanguine,  unless  under 
altered  circumstances,  anticipate  the  home  growth  or 
advent  from  foreign  parts,  of  either  capital  or  enter- 
prise, to  embark  in  this  great  source  of  national  wealth. 
Our  institutions,  unhappily,  have  not  that  impress  of 
permanence  which  can  alone  impart  security  and  inspire 
confidence  ;  and  the  Canadian  market  is  too  limited  to 
tempt  the  foreign  capitalist. 

Whilst  the  adjoining  States  are  covered  with  a  net- 
work of  thriving  railways,  Canada  possesses  but  throe 
lines,  which,  together,  scarcely  exceed  50  ^'-'  3  in  length, 
and  the  stock  in  two  of  which  is  held  at  a  depreciation 
of  from  50  to  80  per  cent.— a  fatal  symptom  of  the 
to^or  overspreading  the  land. 

Our  present  form  of  provincial  Government  is  cum- 
brous, and  so  expensive  as  to  be  ill  suited  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  ;  and  the  necessary  reference 
it  demands  to  a  distant  Government,  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  Canadian  affairs  and  somewhat  in- 
different to  our  interests,  is  anomalous  and  irksome. 
Yet,  in  the  event  of  a  rupture  bctw  i>en  two  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  the  world,  Canada  would  become 
the  battle-field  and  the  sufferer,  however  little  her 
interests  might  be  involved  in  the  cause  of  quarrel  or  tlie 
issue  of  the  contest. 

The  bitter  animosities  of  political  p.irties  and  factions 
in  Canada,  often  leading  to  violence,  and,  upon  one 
occasion,  to  civil  war,  seem  not  to  have  abated  with 
time  ;  nor  is  there,  at  the  present  moment,  any  prospect 
of  diminution  or  accommodation.  The  aspect  of  parties 
becomes  daily  more  threatening  towards  each  other,  and, 
under  our  existing  inatitutioas  and  relations,  little  hope 
18  discernible  of  a  peaceful  and  pro»perou.s  adraitiiatra- 
tion  of  our  affairs,  but  difficuities  will,  to  all  appearance, 
accumulate  until  government  becomes  impracticable.  Iii 
this  view  of  our  position,  any  course  that  may  promise 
to  efface  existing  party  distinctions  and  place  entirely 
new  issues  before  tlie  people  must  be  fraught  with 
undeniable  advantages. 

22 
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tl,^?.""*-"'*  statesmen  of  the  mother  oountry-amona 
the  sagacious  observers  of  the  neighbouruut  republic- 
Si  cZl'lh"''  '"  ""  ?"*"''  N°"^  Amai!Smoist 
a  Doirn!S'rt  T  "  '-"'TS  Pf«^»i'in«  conviction  Zt 
a  political  revolution  in  this  country  is  at  hand.  Such 
forebodmgs  cannot  readily  be  dispelled,  and  they  have 
S°''^f'  \*™'*«'«'y  to  rf»li==e  the  events  to  which  they 
?«n2i  ,  '•'^  ™e»n*l>ile,  serious  injury  results  tb 
^n^A  ''T,  *''f  '**<"  °'  "»»  anticipation  upon  the 
more  desirable  class  of  settlers,  who  naturally  Srefer  a 
country  under  fi,«l  and  permanent  forms  of  government 
to  one  in  a  state  of  transition. 

T,ri!!Ji"*  •'i'"'*  adverted  to  some  of  the  causes  of  our 
S»!.l  '  ""*  r"'^  ''°™'''"  ^°^  f"  the  remedies 
ordinarily  proposed  possess  sound  and  rational  induce- 
ments to  justify  their  adoption  :— 

1.  "The  revival  of  protection  in  the  markets  of 
_        .  the  Umted  Kingdom." 

t.JJ"f'      *"*'"»'''«.  i?  a  sufficient  degree,  and  guaran- 

c™HiHnn%''"«  P"",*"*  "'  P""^'  *°"«  ameliorfte  the 
condition  of  many  of  our  chief  interests  ;  but  the  policy 
of  the  empire  forbids  the  anticipation,  Besides,  it  woul^ 
be  but  a  partial  remedv.     The  millions  of  the  mother 

n?oTeo^o^"'%"''  •'^'"'i'  ^""^  =  ^"^  <"  »^-=°"d  change  from 
?he  fi™  ?  "Z"^*  "*^u*  *""'''  "'""P'^to  that  rui^  which 
the  farst  has  done  much  to  achieve. 

iui,^'   L^u®  protection  of  home  manufactures." 
Although  this  might  encourage  the  growth  of  a  manu- 

United  States  market,  there  would  not  be  a  efficient 
expansion  of  that  interest,  from  the  want  of  consumers 
to  work  any  result  that  could  be  admitted  as  a  "  remX^' 
for  the  numerous  evils  of  which  we  complain 

3.  A  Federal  Union  of  the  British  American 
Provinces." 
tr^e'l^Xt2**ff  claimed  for  that  arrangem«t  are  free 
trade  between  the  different  provinces,  and  a  diminished 
^bwr™uT'"'^'lr-  '^^^  "ttainment  of Te  Utt^ 
fe  f*''"'l''^P''°''''""*"«»''  ""'J  the  benefits  antici- 
pated from  the  former  might  be  secured  by  legislation 
under  our  existing  system.  The  market*  of  tgo  sister 
provinces  would  not  benefit  our  trade  in  timber  for 
in/  htv  ^  ^-Tl"' "f  that  article  in  their  own  forests  ; 
and  their  demand  for  agricultural  products  would  be 
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too  limited  to  absorb  our  means  of  supply.  Nor  could 
.S:^'fr'ry  encouragement  to  h??  LnufacturTng 
Jol  ^  iIT  ^^°^  quarters.  A  Federal  Union,  there- 
fore, would  be  no  remedy. 

4.  "The    independence    of    the    British    North 

Th.  „^„.  ,./"®™*".  "olonim  as  a  Federal  Republic." 

hitWt^  f  i*^*'"^  °^  '*'  .""*  institutions  from  element. 

hitherto  so  discordant-thc  formation  of  treaties  with 

l^rjjf"""!"*''''  «<^q"i'^-°»«-nt  of  a  name  and  character 

foT?ge  s'tJen^h'T'^K''^'  *"  '™'-'  P™"'  ""  o-r-match 
mL^  f  strength  of  the  new  republic.  And,  having 
regard  to  the  powerful  confederacy  of  the  Statek  conter 

TZ:3  'f"'  '■?"  ""!?*"'  miHtary^'de/ences  ^o^d 
be  too  costly  to  render  indeptmdoncc  a  boon,  whilst  it 

ZiSr''  »"? '"r]'^'^  *  ^^-lo™'  "-'"ion,  remove  those 
obstacles  which  retard  our  material  prosperity 

5.  Reciprocal  free  trade  with  the  United  States 

as  respects  the  products  of  the  farm   the 
forest,  and  the  mine." 

minv  ^S  *^  "'uV'?  ^''^^^  "'"'  »"  instalment  of  the 
The  fr^rnf  T"  *^'?^  T8*"  '"'  otherwise  secured, 
duce  r^nnff  t  "'^t  °'  '""''  ^"^"'^  *°"1'»  "ot  intro- 
«s  tl,»  M  ,ltf*A™'  ^  °"'  ''°"""?"  It  "ould  not  give 
would  n^fth  A'"*'"<"'°/ontinent  for  our  market.^  It 
would  neither  so  amend  our  institutions  as  to  confer 

wo^d  i?  XvT'' "r^''''T  '"  ^'>''''  permanence  ?t 
de.^  r,m^  ""'T""  °^  P*'*'""'  °''  i"  the  slightest 
degree,  remedy  many  of  our  prominent  evUs. 

6.  Of  aU  the  remedies  that  have  been  suggested  for 

tto  acknowledged  and  insufferabll  Uls  with 
which  our  country  is  afflicted,  there  re- 
mums  but  one  to  be  considered.  It  pro- 
pounds a  sweeping  and  important  change 
m  our  political  and  social  condition,  in- 
volvmg  considerations  which  demand  our 
most  serious  examination.  This  remedy 
consists  in  a  "Friendly  and  peaceful 
separation  from  British  connexion,  and  u 
umon  upon  equitable  terms  with  the  great 
Stated  <.""'"'  confederacy  of  sovereign 
onw  '^""''^  premise,   that   towards   Great   Britain   we 

^ntr  wSh   °l^r  ""*"  «™t™™t«  of  kindness  and 
respect.     Without  her  consent  we  consider  separation  aa 
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neither  praoticable  nor  desirable.  But  the  colonial 
policy  of  the  parent  sUte,  the  avowals  of  her  leading 
•tatt»men,  the  public  sentiments  of  the  empire,  preseiS 
unmistakable  and  significant  indications  of  the  appre- 
ciation of  colonial  connexion.  That  it  is  the  resolve  of 
Jingland  to  invest  us  with  the  attributes,  and  compel  us 
to  assume  the  burdens  of  independence,  is  no  bnger 
problematical.  The  threatened  withdrawal  of  her  troops 
from  other  colonies— the  continuance  of  her  military 
protection  to  ourselves  only  on  the  condition  that  we 
shall  defray  the  attendant  expenditure,  betoken  inten- 
tions towards  our  country,  against  which  it  is  weakness 
in  us  not  to  provide.  An  overruling  conviction,  then 
of  Its  necessity,  and  a  high  sense  of  the  duty  we  owe  to 
our  country,  a  duty  we  can  neither  disregard  nor  post- 
pone, impel  us  to  the  idea  of  separation ;  and  whatever 
negotiations  may  eventuate  with  Great  Britain,  a  grateful 
hberahty  on  the  part  of  Canada  should  mark  every 
proceeding.  ^ 

The  proposed  Union  would  render  Canada  a  field  for 
American  capital,  into  which  it  would  enter  as  freely 
for  the  prosecution  of  public  works  and  private  enter- 
prise as  mto  any  of  the  present  States.    It  would  equalize 
the  value  of  real  estate  upon  both  sides  of  the  boundary 
thereby  probably  doubling  at  once  the  entire  present 
value  of  property  in  Canada,  whilst,  by  giving  stability 
to  our  mstitutions  and  introducing  prosperity,  it  would 
raise  our  public,  corporate,  and  private  credit.     It  would 
increase  our  commerce  both  with  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  and  would  not  necessarily  diminish  to 
any  great  extent  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
into  which  our  products  would  for  the  most  part  enter 
on  the  same  terms  as  at  present.     It  would  render  our 
rivers  and  canals  the  highway  for  the  immigration  to 
and  exports  from,  the  West,  to  the  incalculable  benefit 
of  our  country.     It  would  also  introduce  manufactures 
into  Canada  as  rapidly  as  they  have  been  introduced  into 
the  Northern  States  ;  and  to  Lower  Canad.i  especially 
where   water  privileges  and  labour  are  abundant   and 
cheap,  it  would  attract  manufacturing  capital,  enhancing 
the   value   of   property   and   agriculi  iral   produce,    and 
giving  remunerative  employment  to  what  is  at  present 
a  comparatively  non-producing  population.     Nor  would 
the  Umted   States  merely  furnish  the  capital  for  our 
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manufactures.  Thev  would  ako  Bupply  for  them  the 
most  exteiwive  market  in  the  world,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  Cuatom-House  officer.  Railways  would 
forthwith  be  constructed  by  American  capital  as  feeders 
J  •  *'**  *****  ''"^'  "°*  approaching  our  frontiers  ; 
and  railway  enterprise  in  general  would  doubtless  be  as 
active  and  prosperous  among  us  as  among  our  neighbours. 
The  value  of  our  agricultural  produce  would  be  raised 
at  once  to  a  par  with  that  of  the  United  States,  while 
agricultural  implements  and  many  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  and  sugar,  would  be  greatly 
reduced  in  price. 

The  value  of  our  timber  would  also  be  greatly  enhanced 
by  free  access  to  the  American  market,  where  it  bears 
a  high  price,  but  is  subject  to  an  onerous  duty.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  our  ship- 
builders, as  well  at  Quebec  as  on  the  Great  Lakes,  would 
find  Ml  unlimited  market  in  all  the  ports  of  the  American 
continent.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  shipping  trade 
of  the  United  States  must  greatlv  increase,  ft  is  equally 
manifest  that,  with  them,  the  principal  material  in  the 
construction  of  ships  is  rapidly  diminisliing,  while  wo 
possess  vast  territories,  covered  with  timber  of  excellent 
quality,  which  would  be  equally  available  as  it  is  now, 
since  under  the  free  trade  system  onr  vessels  would  sell 
as  well  in  England  after  annexation  as  before. 

The  simple  and  economical  State  Government,  in 
wluch  direct  responsibility  to  the  people  is  a  distinguish- 
mg  feature,  would  be  substituted  for  a  sj'stem  at  once 
cumbrous  and  expensive. 

In  place  of  war  and  the  alarms  of  war  with  a  neigh- 
bour, there  would  be  peace  and  amity  between  this 
country  and  the  United  States.  Disagreement  between 
the  United  States  and  her  chief,  if  not  only,  rival  among 
nations  would  not  make  the  soil  of  Canada  the  sanguinary 
arena  for  their  disputes,  as  under  our  existing  relations 
must  necessarily  be  the  case.  That  such  is  the  unenviable 
condition  of  our  state  of  dependence  upon  Great  Britain 
is  known  to  the  whole  world,  and  how  far  it  may  conduce 
to  keep  prudent  capitalists  from  making  investments 
m  the  country,  or  wealthy  settlers  from  selecting  a 
fore-doomed  battle-field  for  the  homo  of  themselves 
and  their  children,  it  needs  uo  reaaoning  on  our  part  to 
elucidate. 
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But  other  advantage,  than  thoM  having  a  bearinB  on 

the  ground  of  pohtioal  oontest  between  raoee  and  part^ 
allay  and  obliterate   those   irritations  and  con^ot.  of 
rancour  and  recrimination  which  have  hitherto  disfiirarwJ 
our  social  fabric.    Alre^ly  in  anticipation  ha,  it"*h^ 
monious  influence  been  felt-the  harbinger  may  it  be 
hoped  of  a  lasting  oblivion  of  dissensiSn.  amon^'  ^ 
classes    creeds    ana  parties  in  the  country.    ChaSjinR 
?«ke  ^^T^f-  '°'  '"  independent  conditidii.  we  3f 
take  our  station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth      We 
have  now  no  voice  in  the  affairs  of  the  Empire,  nor  do  we 
share  in  Its  honours  or  emoIumenU.      ^nglknd  ie  ou? 
parent   State,   with   whom   we   have   no   e?u^V    but 
towards    whom   we   stand   in    the    simple    relatL    o 
obedience.      But    as    citizens    of    the*^  United    Statw 
the  pubUo  service  of  the  nation  would  be  open  to  us- 
a  field  for  high  and   honourable  distinctioron  which 
^uamy.°"  ^°'*''"'^  "'8*"  ""'"  °"  '"'■"''  °'  Porf^t 
Nor  would  the  amicable  separation  of  Canada  from 
Great  Britain  be  fraught  with  advantages  tTusJ^" 
The  relief  to  the  Parent  State  from  thi  large  expends 
ture  now   incurred  in   the  mUitary  occupation  6f  the 
^?h  7r*?T'-r!?r'  °^  *■'«  """-y  causes  rf  col  is  on 

tT.  ,lv  nf  ^'"  *^,  ^Z"*?'-  y'^'"^  ^^«""  f""»  the  con" 
tigu.ty  of  mutual  territories  so  extensive,   the  benefit 

rln^H  '"8"  "»'ket  which  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
Canada  would  create,  are  considerations  whicE  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  her  ablest  statesmen,  render  our 
Tmrnaron""  """  ^""*'*  ^^"^^  "  <»«"«"«  con- 

To  the  United  States  also  the  annexation  of  Canada 
presents  many  important  inducements.  The  with- 
drawal from  the  borders  o'  so  powerful  a  nation    bv 

meZ  "I  TM  ^"  *-r  '"'°«°««  «»<i  growi^  com^ 
meroe  of  the  akes  »ould  be  jeopardize^  the  ability 
to  dispense  with  the  costly  but  ineffectual  revenue 
establishment  oyer  a  frontier  of  many  hundred  miles  - 
the  large  accession  to  their  income  from  our  Customs  — 
the  unrestricted  use  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  natui-al 
h«hway  from  the  Western  States  to  th^  oceaS'-l^re 
objects  for  the  attamment  of  which  the  most  substantial 
equivalents  would  undoubtedly  be  conceded. 
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Pillow  CoLotrisTs : 
We  have  thus  laid  before  you  our  viewi  and  convio- 
?™,  "1  *  momentous  question,  inTolving  a  change 
which,  though  contemplated  by  many  of  us  with  raried 
feehnga  and  emotions,  we  all  believe  to  be  inevitable- 
one  which  it  ii  our  duty  to  provide  for  and  lawfully  to 
promote. 

We  addreu  you  without  prejudice  or  partiality,— in 
the  spirit  of  sincerity  and  truth,— in  the  interest  of  our 
common  country,- and  our  single  aim  is  its  safety  and 
welfare.  If  to  your  judgment  and  reason  our  object 
and  aim  be  at  this  time  deemed  laudable  and  right, 
we  ask  an  oblivion  of  past  dissensions  ;  and  from  all' 
witliout  diBtinction  or  origin,  party  or  creed,  that  earnest 
and  cordial  co-operation  in  such  lawful,  prudent  and 
judicious  means  oh  may  best  conduct  us  to  our  common 
destiny. 


To  Earl  Obiy. 

Ifovmber  8, 184S. 
The  fact  is,  that  although  both  the  States  and  Canada 
emort  to  the  same  neutral  market,  prices  on  the  Canada 
side  of  the  line  are  lower  than  on  the  American,  by  the 
amount  of  the  duty  which  the  Americans  levy.  So  long 
as  this  state  of  things  continues  ther-  will  be  discontent 
in  this  country ;  deep,  growing  discontent.  You  will  not, 
I  trust,  accuse  me  of  having  deceived  you  on  thin  point. 
I  have  always  said  that  I  am  prepared  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  keeping  Canada  quiet,  with  a  much 
smaller  garrison  than  we  have  now,  and  without  any  tax 
on  the  British  consumer  in  the  shape  of  protection  to 
Canadian  products,  if  you  put  our  trade  on  as  good  a 
footing  as  that  of  our  American  neighbours ;  but  if  things 
remain  on  their  present  footing  in  this  respect,  there  is 
nothing  before  us  but  violent  agitation,  ending  in  con- 
vulsion or  annexation.  It  is  better  that  I  should  worry 
you  with  my  importunity,  than  that  I  should  be  charge- 
able with  having  neglected  to  give  you  due  warning. 
You  hove  a  great  opportunity  before  you — obtain 
reciprocity  for  us,  and  I  venture  to  predict  that  you  will 
be  able  shortly  to  point  to  this  hitherto  turbulent  colony 
with  satisfaction,  in  illustration  of  the  tendency  of  self- 
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England   thouWed  to  trnth^S^rr/iS^^^ 


To  LoBD  JoHir  Russell 
and  the  state  ot  public  ODinien  in  f^.^.Ii,    J^IH.      *^' 

,w™,  tj„t  I  J,.t,i.^,;rth,"^j'iSi.r; 
ss'^s=rt's't'iaxf„» 

existence  to  an  unwonted  degree  of  poS  ,„! 'Ji^ 

ment  among  the  masses  has  presented  the  c^?or«,S.IL 

tjon  from  spreading  Uke  wUdlire,  through  The^Se" 

This  as  your  Lordship  will  perceive,  is  I  new  featil^^n 

Canadian  politics.    The  plea  of  aelf^tt.™!;  vl         "* 

powerful  w'eapon,  perhapF. XVtt'f  en^'  ^^^^^ 

connection  have  wielded  in  times  past,  has  not  only  been 

wrested  from  my  hands,  but  transferred  s^noe  1846  to 

those  of  the  adversary.    I  take  the  liberty  of  menS° 

diHnn  'n?  ff*"-  ^^f'"!  better  to  illustrate  the  SaS 

dition  of  affairs  m  these  respects  than  many  ar<mment^ 

I  have  lately  spent  several  weeks  in  the  district  of  ffi^gara 
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Canadian  Niagara  is  separated  from  the  state  of  New  York 
by  a  narrow  stream,  spanned  by  a  bridge,  which  it  takes 
a  foot  passenger  about  three  minutes  to  cross.    The  in- 

5fffi!T*fi  ^^\^Z^^^  "'°'*  P*rt  U.E.  loyalists,!  and 
differ  little  m  habits  or  modes  of  thought  and  expression 
rom  the  r  neighbours.  Wheat  is  thei?  staple  prST- 
the  article  which  they  exchange  for  foreign  comforts 
ZJ  Tu-  ^^°^!*  ''  "^^  f^"*  *at  a  bushel  of  wheat 
grown  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  line  has  fetched  this 
year  m  the  market,  on  an  average,  from  <W.  to  1«  less 
^own  ^I't?"  1"*°'"^  ""'l  <l"*l"y  of  the  same  article 
body  elected  under  a  system  of  very  extended  suflraee 

the  Montreal  annexation  movement.  They  have  done 
so  (and  many  other  district  councils  in  Upper  Canada 
have  done  the  same)  under  the  impression  that  it  would 

vJllZ^^  ^'-'"^  ^8?'°'!  ^"8'»"^  *t  »  "'O'nent  when 
J!-ngland  has  given  a  signal  proof  of  her  determination  to 
concede  constitutional  Government  in  all  itrplenUude 
^„Pr,^T  i  J  *™  confident,  however,  that  the  large 
S™Tw  ♦u''P^''°"'  "^^^  ''''^''  t'^""  protested,  firmly 
believe  that  their  annexation  to  the  United  States  would 

farms  "'^'"^  "^  *'"'  P''°'*"™  "^  ^^^" 

I  need  say  no  more  than  this  to  convince  your  Lord- 
ship, that  while  this  state  of  things  subsists  (and  I  much 
t™L  w"°  '^T'"^"^  ''"'i^^  establishment  of  reciprocal 
of  f  dntlT".^""*'^''^''"''  *^  S'^*''^'  °'  the  imposition 
fnf^  t  ^  i  the  produce  of  the  States  when  imported 
wlntina^  r^A  ""  '  r"°''1  "'■  arguments  will  not  be 
theb  aXgTant°"  "''°  "^^  *°  ^^^""^  ^''"^'"^-   *-- 


To  Eabi,  Gbby. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  dispute  the  point  with  free-traders 

fTom"  th7  fT  *?f  ^"  P";;*^  °f  **«  E^P''^  "e  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  free-trade,  and  that  Canadians  must 
take  their  chance  with  others.  But  I  must  be  permSted 
to  remark,  that  the  Canadian  case  differs  from  Xrs 
AmS  W^r""  '^"^'''  "■'  ''«'»•'■'«"»  <"  "■»  LoyalUU  of  the 
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^^H^t^i  "^^^  '^*  immediate  cause  of  the  sufferinB 
and  Btill  more  as  respects  the  means  which  the  suTrere 
possess  of  finding  for  themselves  a  way  of  escape     As  t" 

he  ^^"  P°^'  \^^^^  """y  *°  '"7  *^»t.  however  s^ere 
f?n  J^,  .  ^'"  °5*/  °^'  »"enaant  on  the  transition 
from  protection  to  free-trade,  there  is  none  which  pre" 
TtL  r.'"'","'""  a  specimen  of  legislative  legerdem^aTn 
as  the  Canadian,  where  an  interest  was  created  in  1843 
by  a  Parhament  in  which  the  parties  affected  had  no 

»tit,,ti  tK  '*.»!.  the  latter  consideration  which  con- 
stitutes the  speciality  of  the  Canadian  case.  What  in 
pomt  of  fact  can  the  other  suffering  interests,  of  which 
the  T,mes  writes,  do  ?  There  may*  be  a  grekt  de^  of 
S  Zi'!:«'  ""*  ?  gradual  move  towards  republicanism 

«nrt  tvf;;,  ?^'f  engaged  m  it  are  full  of  misgivings, 
Z.i^r  M*"*  **  '"'^^.  «*«P  ^  ^d^*""^  are  thiMed  by 
oZr^  ?A  f?°*  '°  r*  '•'"  Canadians.     The  remedy 

i°n?el^w/  t1?'  ""'''  ?*  *  '"■  ■"  ?«*"%  definite  and 
mtelligible  They  are  invited  to  form  a  /art  of  a  com- 
munity, which  IS  neither  suffering  nor  free-trading  which 
as  mucTa?  •?  ''?'«*'"  withouf  getting  at  S  " 
whiTw/  K  *  ^Tu'  »  ^omniunity,  the  members  of 
which  have  been  withm  the  last  few  weeks  pouring  into 
their  multifarious  places  of  worship,  to  thank  SSf  that 

fre^  fW  ^""P'  ^'°'^  ^^r  ^  ^hfch  afflict  otWmen 
n^^hK  mOTe  espeoiaUy  which  afflict  their  despised 

neighbours,  the  inhabitants  of  North  America  who 
W  remained  faithful  to  the  country  which  planted 

Now.  I  beUeve  that  if  these  facts  be  ignored,  it  is 
of  n^inZ°^'' p'  to  understand  rightly  the  present  state 
1.°^^?°  in  Canada,  or  to  determine  wisely  the  course 
n.^f'^Tt^"*"''  Government  and  Pariiamlt  oughHo 
pursue.  It  may  suit  the  policy  of  the  EngUsh  free-trade 
rZlTr'^'  the  dilcultis  of  CanXas  the  ™on! 
if  U  ^;™™u?IJ"«  ^*°°'  ^°'  "  Governor-General ;  but, 
so  Jfon^'  ""t  *°  ''^P''^'^  *"  °P'"°n  on  a  matter  of 
so  much  delicacy  I  venture  to  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  safe  to  act  on  this  hypothesis.  My  conviction  on  the 
contrary  is  that  motives  of  self-inter^t  of  a  very  l^s 
and  palpable  description  are  suggesting  treasonable 
courses  to  the  Canadian  mind  at  present"ind  tSlt  ft  te 
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a  political  sentiment,  a  feeling  of  gratitude  for  what  has 
been  done  and  suffered  this  year  in  the  cause  of  Canadian 
solf-govemmont,  which  is  neutralising  these  suggestions 


To  Eakl  Grey. 

November  18, 1849, 
Very  much,  as  respects  the  result  of  this  annexation 
movement,  depends  upon  what  you  do  at  home.  I  can- 
not say  what  ike  effect  may  be  if  the  British  Government 
?jnn;=f  ^""-if?  Z"'?*''™  on  the  subject.  The  annexa- 
tionists will  take  heart,  but  in  a  tenfold  greater  degree 
the  friends  of  the  connection  will  be  discouraged  If  it 
be  admitted  that  separation  must  take  place,  sooner  or 
later  the  argument  in  favour  of  a  present  move  seems 
to  be  almost  i^csistible.  I  am  prepared  to  contend  that 
with   responsible   government,   fairly   worked   out   with 

«hn,;7nnVi  '^'%"v^'°".''''y  *■>"  ""'onia'  "-elation 
should  not  be  indefimtely  maintained.  But  look  at  mv 
present  difficulty  which  may  be  increased  beyona 
calculation,   if  indiscreet  expressions  be   made  use  of 

?hT"?f  -^  J"'^'™*  ■™''-.  '^^^  J^nglish  Government 
thought  It  necessary,  in  order  to  give  moral  support  to 
their  representative  in  Ireland,  to  assert  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  that  the  Crown  never  would  consent  to 
the  severarice  of  the  Union  ;  although,  according  to  the 
OConnell  doctrine,  the  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  the 
Irish  was  to  be  unimpaired  notwithstanding  such  sever- 
ance. But  when  I  protest  against  Canadian  projects 
tor  dismembering  the  empire,  I  am  always  told  "  tie  most 
eminent  statesmen  in  England  have  over  and  over  again 
mlThJ  w  ''•>«neyer  we  chose  we  might  separate. 
Why,  then,  blame  us  for  discussing  the  subject  ?" 


THE  TARIKF  CONTROVERSY 

WM^tAe  Canadian  tariff  of  1889  proved  to  be  of  a 
d.stmctl.  Protective  oi^aracter,  various  petitions  agalt 
.t  were  sent  from  British  Chambers  of  Commerce,  andon 

s^tg.  Go^-nor-General.    Sir   Edmund   Head, 

increased  dnZ^y^MchCf^^ZZ"'^''''-^^  '*'« 
by  the  late  Canada  tariff  ""P"'*"*  °"  ™P<"'« 

hanroT^rBS^e^re  t^^  -presentation  in  the 
bodv  that'll  cannot  buTfMi  tw^f""  i;"/''"* 

of  S  uXte*^"*^  °P'™'^^  differentiaUy^  favo>^ 

CuBtf:;'!gS.%»„^J-;;.«^jf  "i--.  ««.  ^  =  P«Pe"  relating  to 
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raised  against  the  law  in  this  country  ;  but  I  consider  it 
my  duty  no  less  to  the  colony  than  to  the  Mother  Country 
to  express  my  regret  that  the  experience  of  England, 
which  has  fuUy  proved  the  injurious  effect  of  the  pro- 
tective system  and  the  advantage  of  low  duties  upon 
manufactures,  both  as  regards  trade  and  revenue,  should 
u  '°'*  "8ht  of,  and  that  such  an  Act  as  the  present 
should  have  been  passed.  I  much  fear  the  effect  of  the 
law  will  be  that  the  greater  part  of  the  new  duty  will  be 
paid  to  the  Canadian  producer  by  the  colonial  consumer, 
whose  interests,  as  it  seems  to  me,  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently considered  on  this  occasion. 

In  reply,  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir)  A.  T.  Gait,  the  Canadian 
Finance  Minister,  sent  a  report  to  a  special  Committee 
of  the  Canadian  Executive  Council,  which  was  forwarded 
by  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics,  with  the 
brief  remark  that "  The  Committee  concur  in  the  views 
expressed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance." 

In  this  report  Gait,  before  replying  in  detail  to  the 
economic  objections  of  His  Grace,  made  the  following 
vigorous  statement  on  the  constitutional  question  : 

It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  His  Grace  should  have 
given  to  so  great  a  degree  the  weight  of  his  sanction  to 
the  statements  in  the  Memorial,  without  having  previously 
afforded  to  the  Oxovemment  of  Canada  the  opportunity 
of  explaining  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  province;  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  rests.  The  representations  upon 
which  His  Grace  appears  to  have  formed  his  opinions  are 
those  of  a  provinoial  town  in  England,  professedly 
actuated  by  selfish  motives  ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  claimed 
for  Canada,  that  the  deliberate  acts  of  its  Legislature 
representmg  nearly  three  millions  of  people,  should  not 
have  been  condemned  by  the  Imperial  Government  on 
such  authonty,  until  the  fullest  opportunity  of  explana- 
tion had  been  afforded.  It  is  believed  that  nothing  in 
the  Legislation  of  Canada  warrants  the  expressions  of 
disapproval  which  are  contained  in  the  Despatch  of 
His  Grace  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  due  regard  has  been 

Ctnadtn  s^bSr  ""'  ^'^^^^'^  "'  ««^  ^^^-^^'^ 
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thfrc^KTe  ^ttj%^'^:,\  f-„ce  to 
appear  that  he  had  Bv«n  .^t  \  ■  J"",'  ^"t-  "'  would 
its'^di.a.IowanoerandZuTh  hlZ^  '^^  '"ifeo^^ion  of 
not  been  go  adviswl  ve?  f  h?  ^^''y  ?'^  »feje8ty  has 
raised,  and  Z^^^llenL^TZ^'"'^^  '''"'"'''" 
adopted,  being  of  the  moat  »!„°f.  1°^  "  '"*P'  ^^  e^«r 
the  duty  of  thi  Pro^^noTaTo^vZ  '  ^♦'T^''  '^  '""""»«' 
what  they  consider  to  ^  hf7*"^f  "*  djstmotly  to  state 
Canadian  LegXure  '"'  P™'"""  """^  "ghts  of  the 

diotetXireVfa?X'th*^"r?r  """»'   ''>-''y« 
country  is  neither  Ky  .for  unwite.v  f ''^  P^''^^  °'  'J"" 
due  regard  is  had  to  the  iZ^r  , '/u '°,''i°^  ■  *nd  that 
M  weS  as  of  the  ftovi^"ce%„?  .V^^  n"*'''' ^"nt-y 
Canada  acting  for  ito  Sufnl   ^''^  Government  ot 
through  those*^feelinOT  of  ilw       *°u^-  P°P'«  "a^not. 
the  Imperial  authorities   in  inl"^  "^'"^  'W  owe  to 
the  rigtt  of  the  people' oT&LT/^  "?'^?,°'  '•^°^«h 
selves  both  as  to  the  mode  anH^^f  to  decide  for  them- 
shall  be  imposad      The  Prn^„*^*f  "aV'".  "^^  t«ation 
times  ready  to  afford  exnUnaT"'"'-  *^"""7  "«  at  aU 
of  the  Wsla?ure  to  whfcrth^°°'  '"  '"K""^  'o  the  acts 
to  their  lity  a^d  alSoe  S' Z  ^llf^  =*  *'"'  '"'')«'" 
sponsibUity  ii  aU  eeS  m,lf         ^aj«8ty,  their  re- 
to  the  ProN^ncial  pSmennt'""^  °'  ^^S^  """»'  he 
administer  the  affaS  of  Thfcn,^L^°'^  confidence  they 
tion  of  taxation,7t™  so  plaSrn^L""''  'V^^  '"P""" 
ministrationandtheDeot.£t^^iJ^u'^-**'y  ^^^^  the  Ad- 
former  camiot  adSiit^XoS^  ^^  '"  ~"""^'  tJ"*'  *he 
beyond  that  of  thTlocTSste'  's^S™  "P^'"^"' 
would  be  utterly  annihilated  ff if     •'    Self-government 
Government  ^ereZ?^^ei^"Z'7L°^  fe  Imperial 
of  Canada.    It  is   therefn™  T^^  a  'hose  of  the  people 
Government  distinctlftoaffinn^t  ''^'^  °f  the  p^ent 
Legislature  to  Sthe*t^t,^^„^  "?^*  of  tlie  Canadian 
way  they  deem  best,  even  fu  ,hn.??  ?«??'«  «  the 
happen  to  meet  the  disannrnv^l    t  A    ?^'*  unfortunately 
Her  Majestv  CB^nlthl^^f^   f  *^^  Imperial  Ministry 
unless  hralS°epre?^a^dto*°  '"^4"  '"'"'  ^ctl' 
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tarn  iU  judicial,  educational,  or  civil  service ;  they  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  internal  government  of  the  country, 
and  the  Provincial  Legislature  acting  through  a  Ministry 
directly  responsible  to  it,  has  to  make  provision  for  all 
these  wants ;  they  must  necessarily  claim  and  exercise 
the  widest  latitude  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
burthens  to  be  placed  upon  the  industry  of  the  people. 
Ihe  Provincial  Government  believos  that  His  Grace  must 
have  their  own  conviction  on  this  important  subject; 
but,  as  senous  evU  would  have  resulted  had  His  Grace 
taken  a  different  course,  it  is  wiser  to  prevent  future  com- 
phcation  by  distinctly  stating  the  position  that  must  be 
mamtamed  by  every  Canadian  Administration 


FEDERATION 

Thb  question  of  a  Federal  Union  of  the  scattered  pro- 
vmces  of  Bntish  North  America  had  n  ver  been  JZ 

orgottenby  the  leaders  of  Canadian  tVoughtandopS 
In  1864  .t  came  suddenly  to  the  front.  Misunde^tand- 
mgs  between  IVench  and  English  had  made  the  Union 
of  1841  unworkable,  and  brought  about  an  absolute 
dadlock  m  the  Canadian   Legislature.    B-tween  May 

Z\  n""''  *''*'  '''°  8™^"'  *'«<'«°"«  ^'^0  held 
and  three  Governments  were  formed  and  defeated.  A^ 
a  result  of  this,   in  June,   1864,  the  chief  men  of  bot^ 

ZZZ^' '" " "°''""°"  *^-''^  ^'^-^  'o  o-y 

..e  oZl^tVt^'it^ZTfZ^  ,"'^'?''i«°!  '"'-  "8<  to  1867, 
tion,  Ottlwa,  1897),  pp  85  M     "^  ^""^  ^*'"»'  «"  «'''«'»*'  (8rd  edi- 

The  following  confidentirMeCnindum  /f  Brown  the  chief  Liberal, 
the  progre.,  ll  the  negotiationTfsee  P™;  drawn  up  a  ,he  time,  shows 
"  The  Government  are  prepared  to  Z'  T ^^■■'  ™V-  PP-  ^'^^  = 
prorogation,  they  will  rdX:eTetXtii,trS't'fS!f^^^^ 
Prot,™T'''"°°'"»«°'^''''™'-'>'^"h*BSNrhkSS 

prIo«ed'to'S.VeSv'e'^to"lZ  .'r '""/"  ™«°«»'"'n'.  they  are 
farTiament  for  the  purZe  of  «m.?  ^  — '"«  "■=  ""t  eeseion  of 
duoing  the  federal'STple  ,„rcl2a™,o?«  """T'.""'  ^^  '°"- 
proviaione  as  wiU  permit  the  Mar^?^m^  P  ■'  """PK^  *'"'  '""h 
Western  Territory  to  be  hereafto  Z  1/  ,"5°?'  "^^  ">"  "orth- 
system.  J  'o  ™  nereatter  mcorporated  mto  the  Canadian     • 

th:'i^t'aSi?'of"'tL''Ss:d  iStira  tw"™  •■""'  ™"«°« 

».«ed.  consisting  Sf  three  -T±rif%?°±e°rrLd''fhrt 


QUKBEC  CONFERENCK  3,13 

At  about  the  .ame  time  the  Legislature,  of  the  pro- 

quently  d..ou,«ed  authorised  a  Convention  on  the  subject 

at  Charlottetown  on  September  I.  IS..4,  the  Canadian 
Government  obtained  permisnio..  to  «,„d  delegate,   and 

meet  lir""  T  """^^  "'"'  ""  ^""f"^"""  '"'i-'^-d  '« 

from  nL      H,  ^"^   ^'"^   '°""^    ''y   representative, 
from  Newfoundland,  and  from  October  10  to  28  secret 

cussion.       These   resolutions    were    submitted    '.y    the 
delegatestoOl^e^v^^^^  after  many 

tration  to  eecSre  to  the  .oTj  Comm  Ili  .h°  '"""""^  »' '!«  Admini.. 
great  object  in  view.  ^"""""""on  the  menns  for  advancing  the 

to  warrant  him  in  eiDre..inr.h!K  ".«?™'«n',  number  of  hie  friends 

would.aeacompLnl^e  acceot^ea -^  "'  ^''  '""■"•• 

Canada,  with  provS  o„  for  "iho  TuTZ  »7  ''°  ^'"T^"-"  Union  of 
Colonies  and  the  North  Weet  Terr  tol  T  ".'^•'™.  °'  ""^  "»"'"■"> 
the  Administration  coufd  not  con,7ntt7waW„»K>  "  *"'  '"P"^''  «'>"« 
after  considerable  discosaion  «„  .T.   i        .  ""' '.'"'«"''  I^estion ;  but, 

was  agreed  to  in  ;LfX,^ng  term,  'biietT'.h''  ""'  """n'""'  P^Posul 
of  the  Cabinet  and  of  HU  ifieellency    '  "  W''"™'-  ™  Monday, 

mZur^SsZr  frtr;u"'„,':o''f'i"°  o''™"'^''^  "> ''™''-  » 

by  introducing  the  fedcr.3  p?"„^p  '  intoTZS*  ""'","5  '>'«=""!«» 
provisions  as  wiU  permit  the  iSme  p"  5  "'  "/"?''"'  '''"'  »"* 
Territory  to  be  incorporated  int^,f   '^™'""^«»  °nd  the  NorthV/est 

"  AnZthe  QoveSnt  wi^^'seoi  bv  s'en7''™  °'  <"»■-■">■«"'• 
Lower  Provinces  and  to  England  to'J?cnr„?i^  "preventatives  to  tho 
which  are  beyond  the  contrdTf  o,lJ  own  fl  1 T""  '""'?»''  interests 
as  may  enable  all  British  North  Am^ri.^  '"ffl'lation  to  snch  a  measure 
Legislature  based  upon  the  fSal  prScfp  "  ""  "'"'^'^  ''"'^  "  «™^™> 

'  o*^"  Houston,  o;;.  ctV.,  Appendix  F.        ' 
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fluotuatioiu  and  disappointments,*  in  December.  1 866, 
deputation!  from  Upper  Canada,  Jjowcr  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  met  in  London  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Lord  Carnarvon, 
and  worked  out  the  details  of  the  British  North  America 
Act  (30  and  31  Victoria,  cap.  3),  which  was  signed  by 
the  Queen  on  March  20,  1867,  and  came  into  operation 
on  July  1  of  the  same  year.' 

The  debates  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  in  the  session 
of  1865,  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  '*  Quebec  Resolu- 
tions,'* were  printed  in  the  same  year  under  the  title 
of  Debates  in  the  Parliament  of  Canada  on  the  Con' 
federation  of  British  North  America,  and  form  a  closely 

1  In  the  negottatlon*  of  18d5-0d,  and  in  tho  diicuiiiions  at  London, 
Kir  John  Macdonald  showed  to  cBpecial  Advantage.  See  the  inleretting 
passage  in  the  Letteri  '*/  Fredertc,  Lord  Blaeh/ord,  edited  by  O.  E. 
Marindin  (London,  1896) : 

"  They  held  many  meetings,  at  which  I  wni  alwayii  preHent.  I^rd 
Carnarvon  was  in  the  chair,  and  I  was  rather  diimppointed  in  hii 
power  of  prenidency.  Macdonald  was  the  ruling  genius  and  spokea- 
tnan,  and  I  was  very  f^'eatly  struck  by  his  power  of  management 
and  adroitness.  The  French  delegates  were  keenly  on  the  watch  for 
anything  which  weakened  their  securities;  on  the  contrary,  the  Nova 
ticotia  and  New  Brunswick  delegates  were  very  jealous  of  coneeesion 
to  the  a  riirie  province ;  white  one  main  stipulation  in  favour  of  the 
French  was  open  to  constitutional  objectioni  on  the  part  of  the  Home 
Qovemment. 

"  Macdonald  had  to  argue  the  question  with  the  Home  Oovemment 
on  a  point  on  which  the  slightest  divergence  from  the  narrow  linei 
already  agreed  on  in  Canada  was  watched  for — here  by  the  French 
and  there  by  the  English— as  eager  dogs  watch  a  rat-hole;  a  snap  on 
one  side  might  have  provoked  a  snap  on  the  other,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  concord.  He  stated  and  argued  the  case  with  cool,  ready  fluency, 
while  at  the  same  time  you  saw  that  every  word  was  meaaured,  and 
that,  while  he  was  making  for  a  point  ahead,  he  was  never  for  a 
moment  unconscious  of  any  of  the  rocks  among  which  he  had  to 
steer"  (pp.  801-802). 

It  must  not  bo  forgotten  that  from  the  first  the  Imperial  Qovemment 
used  all  its  influence,  direct  and  indirect,  in  favour  of  the  scheme.  But 
for  the  almost  unconstitutional  steps  t^en  by  the  Qovemor-Oeneral, 
Lord  Monck,  and  hy  more  than  one  Lieutenant-Governor,  it  is  doubtful 
if  all  tho  wisdont  of  Macdonald  and  all  the  fire  of  Brown  could  have 
carried  Federation.    Consult  Pope,  op.  cit,  pp.  296-803,  872-78. 

3  Bee  Joseph  Pope,  Confederation  Doeumenta^  in  which  a  number 
of  drafts  of  the  Act  are  given. 


STEPS  TOWARD  FEDERATION  m 

ut^h'^r'r'."'  '■"•■"  P'8""'  '«»  "Woh  we  h.v. 
"ken  the  following  extraoU  : 

submit   a   scheme    for   th^  n    .  J""   .<^''«""nent,   to 

British  North  Tmeric\„"'"pro''S"*'a°:;ch'"  '"  .^''u' 
ha*  been  recivcd    I  am  »W T  "  .'«'>'"ne   which 

not  universal,  aZobat^^n  in  P  'f^'  Z'^^  B-neral,  if 
propounded  th?E  the  nrl  v!"^'-  ^^  «<•*"'■"».  «• 
opi^-ition  mT  thcre'^  Zv^  """"'^"•^  »''"™'  "° 
and  there,  exprM^ion.  nf  T^  be  occasionally,  here 
details,  yet  tL  cheme  a.T"'J';°™.""'"-  "'  'h" 
almost  universal  appr^^al  f^d  thrr '*'  •""  """  '''"> 
go^test   satisfactio^nr'pZ'n  hTg'tt  rThJs  T  ''" 

less   attracted   the   attentinn   J    ^  "'"  '"°'"''  o"" 

politician  in  these  proS   and  ZT  ''iT*."   """^ 
oy  many  far-«B«in»  ^Ii-.-  •  .      ""^n  looked  upon 

means  of  deciStn^dseltirr  '"''"«  <'^'"nt"a"y  the 
questions   which^have   reta  d?d  7if« """"^  "'•"•''  ^"^"'^ 
colonies  as  a  whole    AnJTl;*-     .^f   Prosperity   of   the 
Canada.    The   subLrtr     ""'"iy  *'"'  P™»P'-rity  of 
attention  bra^itLnvJr''''*i'P''';   *'"'   P"''"" 
I  believe  tlfe  at&n  o7thT T  "•  t".**  Politicians;  but 
mally  called  to  it  bvmv),        %,'»lature  was  first  for- 
of  ffnanc^     SomXea^r,  .r"™'*'''  ^"T"^  '*">  *''"''"*««• 
my  honourahiB  f^lJ  ^M  *'°'  '"  ""  elaborate  speech 
Parifa2So  rbiton'nr.  '"^^f^^^^'^'  memR 
pressed  his  views  on  thf  W  ?  ^'^  *'"'  ""^  «0'^f mment. 
^th  his  isu^lTorce     BuYthhr  "/  «''""  '""^th  and 
by  any  party  asTb^an^h  ^ the^  ScV^tir  thel^"  "^ 
tion  of  the  Cartier-MacdonaM   iS    '^V    .'  '""  forma- 
when  the  Confederation  of  ♦!,»      i™'"""*™*'""  '°   '8«8. 
as  one  of  tL  measures  whfchtLvtlXJ?^  ''"°?'"'<"^ 
attempt,  if  possible  to  hrin»  M   ^  pledged  themselves  to 

In  pu?suanr:f  rhat°  5"o^  rtte 'Srr'^f  U" 
which  has  been  so  much  and  «n  f,„->i  °^  despatch, 

in  the  press  and  in  Z  Hre.^ir:^^''^^^ 


'  Mr.  A.  T.  Gait. 
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the  members  of  that  Administration  to  the  Colonial  Office: 
The  subject,  however,  though  looked  upon  with  favour 
by  the  country,  and  though  there  were  no  distinct  ex- 
pressions of  opposition  to  it  from  any  party,  did  not  begin 
to  assume  its  present  proportions  until  last  session. 
Then,  men  of  all  parties  and  all  shades  of  politics  became 
alarmed  at  the  aspect  of  affairs.  They  found  that  such 
was  the  opposition  between  the  two  sections  of  the  pro- 
vince, such  was  the  danger  of  impending  anarchy,  in 
consequence  of  the  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion, 
with  respect  to  representation  by  population,  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  that  unless  some  solution  of 
the  difficulty  was  arrived  at,  we  would  suffer  under  a 
succession  of  weak  governments, — weak  in  numerical 
support,  weak  in  force,  and  >veak  in  power  of  doing  good. 
All  were  alarmed  at  this  state  of  affairs.  We  had  election 
after  election, — we  had  ministry  after  ministry,  with  the 
same  result.  Peirties  were  so  equally  balanced,  that  the 
vote  of  one  member  might  decide  the  fate  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  the  course  of  legislation  for  a  year  or  a  series 
of  years.  This  condition  of  things  was  well  calculated 
to  arouse  the  earnest  consideration  of  every  lover  of  his 
country,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  it  had  that  effect.  None 
were  more  impressed  by  this  momentous  state  of  affairs, 
and  the  crave  apprehensions  that  existed  of  a  state  of 
anarchy  destroying  our  credit,  destroying  our  prosperity, 
destroying  our  progress,  than  were  the  members  of  this 
present  House  ;  and  the  leading  statesmen  on  both  sides 
seemed  to  have  come  to  the  common  conclusion,  that 
some  step  must  be  taken  to  relieve  the  country  from  the 
dead-lock  and  impending  anarchy  that  hung  over  us. — 
With  that  view,  my  colleague,  the  President  of  the 
Council,^  made  a  motion  founded  on  the  despatch  ad- 
dressed to  the  Colonial  Minister,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  a  committee  was  struck,  composed  of  gentlemen  of 
both  sides  of  the  House,  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion, 
without  any  reference  to  whether  they  were  supporters 
of  the  Administration  of  the  day  or  belonged  to  the 
Opposition,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  calm  and  full 
deliberation  the  evUs  which  threatened  the  future  of 
Canada.  That  motion  of  my  honourable  friend  resulted 
most  happily.  The  committee,  by  a  wise  provision, — 
and  in  order  that  each  member  of  the  committee  might 

*  Mr.  Qeorge  Brown. 
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bfifnltn  «°PP°''""^*y  °^  expressing  his  opinions  without 
&«,?    "^  "'^y  conipromised  before  the  public,  or  with 

politioar  foes^greed  that  the  discussion  should  be 
lnfijf.H  "*f i  "P°".  T"^""'  '^f^'o^^o  to  the  pontic  J 
cTosed  door,  r^h°'/';r'  ""^  i'^**  '•'"y  «'>°"ld^it  '^"h 
thesublTVnVl^'i'^^y  ""^''*  1^^  *•''<'  to  approach 
Pom^ifJ  •  T?^  *"'*  ">  *  'P'"t  of  compromise  The 
HoTe  I  C^'lbfr™'  °^  the  leading  m^embers  of  the 
h^  LZ{!l  the  honour  myself  to  be  one  of  the  num- 
Sesi^-a  cr'erahf  was  that  there  was  found  an  ardent 
all  t^!r~  "^'I'table  desire,  I  must  say,-di8played  by 
tcthlr^  '^a{^^''  committee  to  approach  the  sub- 
ject honestly,  and  to  attempt  to  work  out  some  solution 
st'e  th^'^'^H  "^';r  Canada^rom  the  evils  under  whch 
brfore  tZ  w-  ^^^  '1^1"  "^  *''**  committee  was  laid 
before  the  House,  and  then  came  the  political  action  of 

h  T^"fv.  T"  °'  "'^  '^^°  P'''t'««  i°  this  House,  which 
ended  in  the  formation  of  the  present  Government  The 
principle  upon  which  that  Government  was  formed  has 
been  announced,  and  is  known  to  aU.  It  was  formed  "ot 
the  yeiy  purpose  of  carrymg  out  the  object  which  has  now 

Uorr  h,^v  T"/T  t'^''  '''  completion,  by  the  resX! 
tions  I  have  had  the  honour  to  place  in  your  hands.  As 
has  been  stated,  it  was  not  witLut  a  great  deal  of  diffi! 

&enil'"'*"r  **"'*  "'*'*  GovemLnt  was  formed. 
Ihe  gentlemen  who  compose  this  Government  had  for 

TnlxlTttr-r^S^f}"  P"""""'  '^°^'"i««^  to  such 
But  thelf?  '  ^^"f^i  "^^'^  *'^^'''  ^o"**!  relations. 
thB^tnfi       '  T  great  the  danger  was  imminent,  and 

foun^ft  tn  h  .r''°  T7  {"'?  ^^^  P'^^^°'  Administration 
found  It  to  be  then-  duty  to  lay  aside  all  personal  feelings 

L  risf  of  h"  "^'^"f'^"'  "^^ir  position,W  even  to  run 
the  risk  of  having  then-  motives  impugned,  for  the  sake 
to  tWo^ntr  '""''  «°"<=^io„  that  LZ  be  satisfac  oj, 
the  result  Z,^"  ^' t"*  :,  J^  ^'"''''^  resolutions  were 
th»f  fr  ^\^  ^  '^"^  '"'f'""*''  I  "m  proud  to  beUevo 
sentat^e,  nf  f?  ^"^  T"-""""^' '''  ^  t^"^'  "^''t  the  repre- 
schemi  w\?nh  •'  P'°P''  I"  ^^''  ^°"^«  ^'"  sanction,  the 
^„^f  f^  •.\'\r"'"^  submitted  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  British  North  America.  Everything  seemed  To 
thl^.f^P^''^'^^  ^?^  everything  seemed  to  show  tha? 
the  present  was  the  time,  if  ever,  when  this  great  union 
between  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  dwellin|in  BritSh 
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North  America  should  be  carried  out.    When  the  Gov- 
ernment was  formed,  it  was  felt  that  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  effecting  a  union  between  all  the  British  North 
American  Colonies  were  great— so  great  as  almost    in 
the  opmion  of  many,  to  make  it  hopeless.    And  with 
that  view  it  was  the  poUcy  of  the  Government,  if  they 
could  not  succeed  in  procuring  a  union  between  aU  the 
British  North  American  Colonies,  to  attempt  to  free  the 
country  from  the  dead-lock  in  which  we  were  placed  in 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  in  consequence  of  the  differ- 
snoe  of  opinion  between  the  two  sections,  by  having  a 
severance  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  present  union  between 
the  two  provincea  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  aFederal  Union  between  them,  ^ost  of  us  how- 
ever I  may  say,  all  of  us,  were  agreed— and  I  beUeve  every 
thinkmg  man  will  agree— as  to  the  expediency  of  effecting 
a  umon  between  all  the  provinces,  and  the  superiority 
of  such  a  design,  if  it  were  only  practicable,  over  the 
smaUer  scheme  of  having  a  Federal  Union  between  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  alone.l  By  a  happy  concurrence  of 
events,  the  time  came  when  that  proposition  could  be 
made  with  a  hope  of  success.     By  a  fortunate  coinci- 
dence the  desu-e  for  union  existed  in  the  Lower  Provinces 
and  a  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  strengthening  themselves 
by  coUeotmg  together  the  scattered  colonies  on  the  sea- 
board, had  induced  them  to  form  a  convention  of  their 
own  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  union  of  the  Maritime 
Provinoes  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  the  legislatures  of  those  colonies  havine 
formally   authorized   their   respective   governments   to 
send  a  delegation  to  Prince  Edward  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attempting  to  form  a  union  of  some  kind.  Whether 
the  union  should  be  federal  or  legislative  was  not  then 
indicated,  but  a  union  of  some  kind  was  sought  for  the 
purpose  of  making  of  themselves  one  people  instead  of 
three.     We,  ascertaining  that  they  were  about  to  take 
such  a  step,  and  knowing  that  if  we  allowed  the  occasion 
to  pass    if  they  did  indeed  break  up  all  their  present 
pohtical  organizations  and  form  a  new  one,  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  they  would  again  readily  destroy  the 
new  orgamzation  which  they  had  formed,— the  union  of 
the  three  provinoes  on  the  sea-board,-and  form  another 
with  Canada,  knowmg  this,  we  availed  ourselves  of  the 
opportumty,  and  asked  if  they  would  receive  a  deputation 
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from  Canada,  who  would  go  to  meet  them  at  Char- 
lottetown,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  them  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  larger  and  uiore  extensive  union,  by  the 
junction  of  all  the  provinces  in  one  great  government 
under   our   common   Sovereign.     They   at   once   kindly 
consented  to  receive  and  hear  us.     They  did  receive  us 
cordially  and  generously,  and  asked  us  to  lay  our  views 
before  them     Wo  did  so  at  some  length,  and  so  satis- 
factory to  them  were  the  reasons  we  gave  ;  so  clearly  in 
their  opinion,  did  we  show  the  advantages  of  the  greater 
union  over  the  lesser,  that  they  at  once  set  aside  their  own 
project,  and  jomed  heart  and  hand  with  us  in  enteriniz 
into  the  larger  scheme,  and  trying  to  form,  as  far  as  they 
and  we  could,  a  great  nation  and  a  strong  government ' 
Kncouraged  by  this  arrangement,  which,  however,  was 
altogether  unofficial  and  unauthorized,  wo  returned  to 
Quebec,  and  then  the  Government  of  Canada  invited  the 
several  governments  of  the  sister  colonics  to  send  a  depu- 
tation here  from  each  of  them  for  the  pui-pose  of  con- 
sidering the  question,  with  something  like  authority  from 
their    respective    governments.     The    result    was,    that 
when  we  met  here  on  the  10th  of  October,  on  the  first 
day  on  which  we  assembled,  after  the  full  and  free  dis- 
cussions which  had  taken  place  at  Charlottetown,  the 
hrst  resolution  now  before  this  House  was  passed  unani- 
mously,   being  received   with   acclamation,   as   in   the 
opinion  of  every  one  who  heard  it,  a  proposition  which 

ll,^n^  tT„  ''f°w".°™1',  "'  ">e8e  proooeding,  wm  given  by  the 
Hon.  John   S.    Macdonald,  afteraaras   Premiir   of   Ontario-    "In 

ttk  ^CTTf'  ^°\l  **??"*•  *"*  ^"""^  E'J™'!  I'l^T  a  union 
took  place  between  the  Government  and  the  Opposition,  for  the 

f„3w°'  T^^^^,"  E'""  ^^  """'■  "■"»«  P^vinceeshS  be  joined 
together.    They  had  the  authority  of  their  respective  aovernmenl, 

t^,felheThv  ni  *"  "°  '^°"'"°«  '""'  ""»'  "oSference  Theyme? 
m!Snri  ^  .?•  t^l'''^  arrangement,  with  full  consent,  unlike  the 
r^on7»^.r"'i""-«"'"r°?  ■""»?"»  precipitated  themselves  into 
a  union  fever  growing  out  of  a  poUtical  contingency.  When  the 
tljTj'^'  «"  Charlottetown,  from  their  respectiveVov^ces,  to 
treat  of  matters  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  those  provinces 
and  considered  It  to  be  a  desirable  object  tS  obtain  the  union  of  the 

membZ  T/X  r^  '^F  ""A'  '"'^""^'^^  '"  "'^-  dehberations  by  &l 
S!?„ff  Lu^  Canadian  Government.  Greater  inducements  were 
then  offered  them,  and  they  were  filled  with  higher  hopes  and  expectr 
toons  of  the  good  things  to  bi,  derived  from  the  Confederatim  of  all  the 
SfZh      h-     I"«';'«°?n'-.«?vernorships,    chief-justiceships ^dUfe 
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ought  to  receive,  and  would  receive,  the  sanction  of  each 
government  and  each  people.    The  resolution  is   "  That 
the  best  interests  and  present  and  future  prosperity  of 
liritish  North  America  will  be  promoted  by  a  Federal 
Union  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  provided  such 
union  can  be  effected  on  principles  just  to  the  several 
provinces.       It  seemed  to  all  the  statesmen  assembled— 
and  there  are  great  statesmen  in  the  Lower  Provinces 
men  who  would  do  honour  to  any  government  and  to  any 
legislature  of  any  free  country  enjoying  representative 
institutions— It  was  clear  to  them  all  that  the  best  in- 
terests and  present  and  future  prosperity  of  British  North 
AmeTioa  would  be  promoted  by  a  Federal  Union  under 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  1  And  it  seems  to  me  as  to 
them,  and  I  thmk  it  will  so  appear  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  that,  if  we  wish  to  be  a  great  people  ;  if  we  wish 
to  form— using  the  expression  which  was  sneered  at  the 
other    evening— a   great    nationality,    commanding    the 
respect  of  the  world,  able  to  hold  our  own  against  all 
opponents,  and  to  defend  those  institutions  we  prize  •  if 
we  wish  to  have  one  system  of  government,  and  to  estab- 
lish a  commercial  union,  with  unrestricted  free  trade 
between  people  of  the  five  provinces,  belonging,  as  they 
do,  to  the  same  nation,  obeying  the  same  Sovereign 
owning  the  same  aUegiance,  and  being,  for  the  most 
part,  of  the  same  blood  and  lineage  :  if  we  wish  to  be  able 
to  afiord  to  each  other  the  means  of  mutual  defence  and 
support  against  aggression  and  attack— this  can  only  be 
obtained  by  a  union  of  some  kind  between  the  scattered 
and    weak    boundaries    composing    the    British    North 
American  ProvincesTf 

The  very  mention  of  the  scheme  is  fitted  to  bring 
with  it  Its  own  approbation.  Supposing  that  in  the 
sprinr;  of  the  year  1865,  half  a  million  of  people  were 
coming  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  make  Canada 
their  home,  although  they  brought  only  their  strong 
arms  and  wUling  hearts ;  though  they  brought  neither 
skill  nor  experience  nor  wealth,  would  we  not  receive 
them  with  open  arms,  and  hail  their  presence  in  Canada 
as  an  important  addition  to  our  strength  ?  But  when 
by  the  proposed  union,  we  not  only  get  nearly  a 
million  of  people  to  join  us— when  they  contribute  not 
only  their  numbers,  their  physical  strength,  and  their 
desire  to  benefit  their  position,  but  when  we  know  that 
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they  consist  of  old-established  communities,  havine  a 
large  amount  of  realized  wealth.-oompoaed  of  people 
possessed  of  ski  1  education  and  experience  in  the  ways 
of  the  New  World-people  who  are  as  much  Canadians  I 
may  say  as  we  are-people  who  are  imbued  with  the 
same  feehngs  of  loyalty  to  the  Queen,  and  the  same 
desire  for  the  continuance  of  the  connection  with  the 
Mother  Country  as  we  are,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a 
iiue  feeling  of  ardent  attachment  for  this,  our  common 
country,  for  which  they  and  we  would  alike  fight  and 
shed  our  blood,  if  necessary— when  all  this  is  considered 
unlo^*      ''  needless  to  prove  the  advantage  of  such  a 

There  were  only  three  modes— if  I  may  return  for  a 
moment  to  the  difficulties  with  which  Canada  was  sur- 
rounded-only  three  modes  that  were  at  all  suggested, 
by  which  the  dead-lock  in  our  affairs,  the  anarchy  we 
dreaded,  and   the  evils  which  retarded  our  prosperity, 
could  be  met  or  averted.     One  was  the  dissolution  of  the 
union  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  leaving  them 
as  they  were  before  the  union  of  1841.     I  believe  that 
that  proposition,  by  itself,  Ud  no  supporters.     It  was 
telt   by  everyone  that,  although  it  was  a  course  that 
would  do  away  with  the  sectional  difficulties  which  ex- 
isted—though It  would  remove  the  pressure  on  the  part 
of   the    people   of    Upper    Canada   for   representation 
based  upon  population-and  the  jealousy  of  the  people 
of  Lower  Canada  lest  their  institutions  should  be  attacked 
and  prejudiced  by  that  principle  in  our  representation  • 
yet  It  was  felt  by  every  thinking  man  in  the  province  that 
it  would  be  a  retrograde  step,  which  would  throw  back 
the  country  to  nearly  the  same  position  as  it  occupied 
before  the  umon-that  it  would  lower  the  credit  enjoyed 
by  United  Canada— that  it  would  be  the  breaking  up  of 
the  connection  which  had  existed  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and,  under  which,  although  it  had  not  been 
completely  successful,  and  had  not  allayed  altogether  the 
local  jealousies  that  had  their  root  in  circumstances  which 
arose  before  the  union,  our  province,  as  a  whole,  had 
nevertheless  prospered  and  increased.     It  was  felt  that  a 
dissolution  of  the  union  would  have  destroyed  aU  the 
credit  that  we  have  gained  by  being  a  united  province 
and  would  have  leit  us  two  weak  and  ineffective  govern- 
ments, instead  of  one  powerful  and  united  people 
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The  next  mode  suggested  was  the  granting  of  represen- 
tation by  population.     Now,  we  all  know  the  manner  in 
which  that  question  was  and  is  regarded  by  Lower  Canada  ; 
that  while  m  Upper  Canada  the  desire  and  cry  for  it  was 
daily  augmenting,  the  resistance  to  it  in  Lower  Canada 
was  proportionably  increasing  in  strength.     Still,  if  some 
such  means  of  relieving  us  from  the  sectional  jealousies 
which  existed  between  the  two  Canadas,  if  some  such 
solution  of  the  difficulties  as  Confederation  had  not  been 
found,  then  representation  by  population  must  eventually 
have  bec.i  carried  ;  no  matter  thiugh  it  might  have  been 
felt  in  Lower  Canada  as  being  a  breach  of  the  Treaty  of 
Union,  no  matter  how  much  it  might  have  been  felt  by 
the  Lower  Canadians  that  it  would  sacrifice  their  local 
interests,  it  is  certain  that  in  the  progress  of  events 
representation  by  population  would  have  been  carried ; 
and,  had  it  been  carried— I  speak  here  of  mv  own  indi- 
vidual sentiments— I  do  not  think  it  would"  have  been 
for  the  interest  of  Upper  Canada.    For  though  Upper 
Canada  would  have  felt  that  it  had  received  what  it 
claimed  as  a  right,  and  had  succeeded  in  establishing  its 
right,  yet  it  would  have  left  the  Lower  Province  with  a 
BuUen    feehng   of   injury    and    injustice.      The    Lower 
Canadians  would  not  have  worked  cheerfully  under  such 
a  change  of  system,  but  would  have  ceased  to  be  what 
they  are  now— a  nationality,   with  representatives  in 
i-aniament,  governed  by  general  principles,  and  dividing 
according  to  their  political  opinions— and  would  have 
been  m  great  danger  of  becoming  a  faction,  forgetful  of 
national  obligations,  and  only  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
defend  theu:  own  sectional  interests,  their  own  laws,  and 
their  own  institutions. 

The  third  and  only  means  of  solution  for  our  diffi. 
culties  was  the  junction  of  the  provinces  either  in  a 
JJederal  or  a  Legislative  Union.  Now,  as  regards  the 
comparative  advanttiges  of  a  Legislative  and  a  Federal 
Umon,  I  have  never  hesitated  to  state  my  own  opinions 
1  have  a,gam  and  again  stated  in  the  House,  that  if 
practicable,  I  thought  a  Legislative  Union  would  be 
preterable  I  have  always  contended  that  if  we  could 
agree  to  have  one  government  and  one  parliament 
legislating  for  the  whole  of  these  peoples  it  would 
be  the  best,  the  cheapest,  the  most  vigorous,  and  the 
strongest  system  of  government  we  could  ^dopt.    But 
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on  looking  at  the  subject  in  the  Conference,  and  disoussinit 
the  matter  as  we  did,  most  unreservedly,  and  with  a 
desire  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  in   found 
that  such  a  system  was  impracticable.     In  the  first  place 
It  would  not  meet  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada,  because  they  felt  that  in  their  peculiar  position- 
being  in  a  minority,  with  a  different  language,  nationality 
«id  religion  from  the  raajority-i„  case  of  a  junction 
wit.    the  other  provinces,  their  institutions  and  their 
laws  might  be  assailed,  and  their  ancestral  associations, 
on  which  they  prided  themselves,   attacked  and  pre^ 
judiced  ;  It  was  found  that  any  proposition  which  in- 
volved the  absorption  of  the  individuality  of  Lower 
l^anada— If   I   may   use  the   expression— would   not   be 
received  with  favour  by  her  people.     We  found  too,  that 
though  their  people  speak  the  same  language  and  eniov 
the  same  system  of  law  as  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
a  system  founded  on  the  common  law  of  England   there 
was  as  great  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  various 
Maritime  Provinces  to  lose  their  individuality,  as  separate 
poUtioal  organizations,  as  we  observed  in  the  case  of 
Lower  Canada  herself.     Therefore,   we  were  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  must  either  abandon  the  idea  of 
union  altogether,  or  devise  a  system  of  union  in  which 
the  separate  provincial  organizations  would  be  in  some 
degree  preserved.     So  that  those  who  were,  like  myself 
in  favour  of  a  Legislative  Union,  were  obUged  to  modifv 
their  views  and  accept  the  project  of  a  Federal  Union  as 
the  only  scheme  practicable,  even  for  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vmces.    Because,  although  the  law  of  those  provinces  is 
founded  on  the  common  law  of  England,  yet  every  one 
of  them  has  a  large  amount  of  law  of  its  own-colonial 
law  framed  by  itself,  and  affecting  every  relation  of  life 
such  as  the  laws  of  property,  municipal  and  assessment 
laws  ;  laws  relating  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  to 
all  the  great  interests  contemplated  in  legislation  ;  we 
found,  m  short,  that  the  statutory  law  of  the  different 
provmces  was  so  varied  and  diversified  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  weld  them  into  a  Legislative  Union  at  once 
Why,  sir  if  you  only  consider  the  innumerable  subjects 
of  legislation  pecuhar  to  new  countries,  and  that  every 
one  of  those  five  colomes  had  particular  laws  of  its  own 
to  which  Its   people  have  been   accustomed   and  are 
attached,  you  wiU  see  the  difficulty  of  effecting  and  work- 
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ing  a  Lemglative  Union,  and  bringing  about  an  assimila- 
tion of  the  local  as  well  as  general  laws  of  the  whole  of 
the  proTinoes     We  in  Upper  Canada  understand  from 
the  nature  and  operation  of  our  peculiar  municipal  law 
of  which  we  know  the  value,  the  difficulty  of  framing  a 
general  system  of  legislation  on  local  matters  which  would 
meet  the  wishes  and  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  several 
provinces.     Even  the  laws  considered  the  least  important 
respecting  private  rights  in  timber,  roads,  fencing,  and 
innumerable  other  matters,  small  in  themselves,  but  in 
the  aggregate  of  great  interest  to  the  agricultural  class 
who  form  the  great  body  of  the  people,  are  regarded  as 
of  great  value  by  the  portion  of  the  community  affected 
by  them.     And  when  we  consider  that  every  one  of  the 
colonies  has  a  body  of  law  of  this  kind,  and  that  it  will 
take  years  before  those  laws  can  be  assimilated,  it  was 
felt  that  at  first,  at  aU  events,  any  united  legislation 
would  be  rlmost  impossible.     I  am  happy  to  state— 
ond  indeed  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions  them- 
selves—that, as  regards  the  Lower  Provinces,  a  great 
desire  was  evinced  for  the  final  assimilation  of  our  laws 
Une  of  the  resolutions  provides  that  an  attempt  shall  be 
made  to  assimilate  the  laws  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
and  those  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  eventually 
establishing  one  body  of  statutory  law,  founded  on  the 
common  law  of  England,  the  parent  of  the  laws  of  all 
those  provmces. 

One  great  objection  made  to  a  Federal  Union  was 
tlie  expense  of  an  increased  number  of  legislaturea  I 
wiU  not  enter  at  any  length  into  that  subject,  because 
my  honourable  friends,  the  Finance  Minister  and  the 
Resident  of  the  Council,  who  are  infinitely  more  com- 
petent than  myself  to  deal  with  matters  of  this  kind- 
matters  of  account— wiU,  I  think,  be  able  to  show  that 
the  expenses  under  a  Federal  Union  wUl  not  be  greater 
than  those  under  the  existing  system  of  separate  govern- 
ments and  legislatures.  Here,  where  we  have  a  joint 
legislature  for  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  which  deals  not 
only  with  subjects  of  general  interest  common  to  all 
Oanada,  but  with  all  matters  of  private  right  and  of 
sectional  interest,  and  with  that  class  of  measures  known 
as  private  bUls,"  we  find  that  one  of  the  jTeatest  sources 
of  expense  to  the  country  is  the  cost  of  legislation.  We 
nnd,  from  the  admixture  of  subjects  of  a  general,  with 
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those  of  a  private  oharooter  in  legislation,   that  they 
mutually   interfere   with   each   other ;   whereas,   if  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  was  confined  to  measures  of 
one  kind  or  the  other  alone,  the  session  o.  Parliament 
would  not  be  so  protracted  and  therefore  not  so  expensive 
as  at  present.    In  the  proposed  Constitution  all  matters 
of  general  interest  are  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  General 
Legislature  ;  while  the  local  legislatures  will  deal  with 
matters  of  local  interest,  which  do  not  affect  the  Con- 
federation as  a  whole,  but  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  their  particular  sections.     By  such  a  division  of  labour 
the  sittings  of  the  General  Legislature  would  not  be  so 
protracted  as  even  those  of  Canada  alone.    And  so  with 
the  local  legislatures,  their  attention  being  confined  to 
subjects  pertaining  to  their  own  sections,  their  sessions 
would  be  shorter  and  less  expensive.     Then,  when  we 
consider  the  enormous  saving  that  will  be  effected  in 
the  administration  of  affairs  by  on)  General  Government 
— ^when  we  reflect  that  each  of  ihe  five  colonies  has  a 
government  of  its  own  with  a  complete  establishment  of 
public  departments  and  all  the  machinery  required  for 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  country — that  each 
has  a  separate  executive,  judicial  and  militia  system — 
that  each  province  has  a  separate  ministry  including  a 
Minister  of  Militia,  with  a  complete  Adjutant-General's 
Department — that  each  has  a  Finance  Minister  with  a 
full  Customs  and  Excise  staff — that  each  Colony  has  as 
large  and  complete  an  administrative  organization,  witli 
as  many  Executive  officers  as  the  General  Government 
will  have — we  can  well  understand  the  enormous  saving 
that  will  result  from  a  union  of  all  the  colonies,  from  their 
haxing  but  one  head  and  one  central  system. 
[We,  in  Canada,  already  know  something  of  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  a  Federal  Union.    Althougli  wo 
have  nominally  a  Legislative  Union  in  Canada — although 
we  sit  in  one  Parliament,  supposed  constitutionally  to  re- 
present the  people  without  regard  to  sections  or  localities, 
yet  we  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  since  the  union  in 
1841,  we  have  had  a  Federal  Union;  that  in  matters 
affecting  Upper  Canada  solely,  members  from  that  sec- 
tion claimed  and  generally  exercised  the  right  of  ex- 
clusive legislation,  while  members  from  Lower  Canada 
legislated  in  matters  affecting  only  their  own  section. 
We  have  had  a  Federal  Union  in  fact,  though  a  Legis- 
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ye»r«,  if  on  any  oooMion  s  meMure  »ffeotma  »nv  one 
other-if .  for  inatwioe,  a  meaaure  looaUy  a«feotin«  Uddct 

^^^f  '^r  "'"'?*  ""■  i^'""*^  »gain.t  the  wi.h«  J?  it. 
majonty,  by  one  from  Lower  Canada,-my  honourable 
friend  the  tresuient  of  the  Council  and  hL  friS T 
nounced  w.th  all  their  ener^  and  ability  .uoh  leZlatfon 
Just  in  rhT"""'  "'  ""'•r*'**''  °'  'he'upper  I^Sr'noel 
ran  J  '*■"*  J^y-   "  *"y  «>*  coniSning  LoW 

SitvT.?'"^'""'  '"'°  '"^  "gainst  the  wi«hli  of  the 
?»,^^y»^  I**"  ^'^'ontative*.  by  those  from  Upper 
Canada,  the  Lower  Canadians  woul<f  rise  as  one  man  and 
protest  against  such  a  violation  of  their  peculiar  righta 
similar'?*'?."'. '"'!;^r"u*="8land  and  Scotland  are  fen; 

ZinM»  '  'T^"''  °^'*'"'  ^^^^'^  »•>«>  Canada..  tK 
union  between  them,  in  matters  of  legislation,  is  of  a 
ederal  character,  because  the  Act  of  USion  between  the 

lu«rT"  '.Pr^'i""  "'''*  "•"  Soottish  law  cannot  be 
a  tered  except  for  the  manifest  advantage  of  the  people 
of  Scotland.  This  stipulation  has  been  held  to  b^^so 
obligatory  on  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  that  no 
measure  affecting  the  law  of  Scotland  is  passed  unless"? 
receives  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  Scottish  members 
n  Parhament  No  matter  how  important  it  may  be  f " 
the  interests  of  the  empire  as  a  whole  to  alter  the  laws  of 

.^^ri-tr"?  ?.?"'■'  ^""^  '?"•''' ''  "'y  interfere  with  the 
symmetry  of  the  general  law  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

Wt'T  "  "i°*  *"^'"*'  '^"^P'  "^^^  *e  oonsentSf  the 
larl,W?^°^Tl,'"  "^"T^  by  their  representatives  in 
K^f/1      f-  J*""'  "*  ^^«'  "  «■•«»*  Britain,   to  a 

a  Federal  Union,  as  we  might  expect  to  witness  them  in 
our  own  Confederation. 

K Jfh7p°'*f  "'''*"^  °^  Confederation,  as  propounded 
th^e  cL^  r"^'  "^  ^^''^  *°  -""l  sanctioned  by 
the  Canachan  Government,  and  as  now  presented  for 
the  consideration  of  the  people  and  the*^  Legislature, 
bears  upon  its  face  the  marks  of  comprondse.  Of 
necessity  there  must  have  been  a  great  deal  of  mutual 
concession.     When  we  think  of  tie  representatives  of 

mr.fW°r''.?"  '"fP°'^  '°  ^^^^  <liff«'«"*  interests 
meetmg  together  charged  with  the  duty  of  protect- 
ing those  interests  and  of  pressing   the  views  of  their 
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own  looklitiM  and  leotioiu,  it  miMt  be  admitted  that 
had  we  not  met  in  a  ipirit  o(  oonoiUation,  and  with  an 
anxious  desire  to  promote  thii  union  ;  if  we  had  not  been 
imprened  wi»h  the  idea  contained  in  the  words  of  the 
re«)lution— "  That  the  best  interests  and  present  and 
future  prMpcrity  of  British  North  America  would  be 
promoted  by  a  Federal  Union  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Bntam,  — all  our  efforts  might  have  proved  to  b<i  of  no 
avail.  If  we  had  not  felt  that,  after  coming  to  I  is  con- 
clusion, we  were  bound  to  set  aside  our  private  opinions 
on  matters  of  detail,  if  wo  had  not  felt  ourselves  bound  to 
look  at  what  was  practicable,  not  obstinately  rejecting 
the  opinions  of  others  nor  adhering  to  our  own  ;  if  we  had 
not  met,  I  say,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  with  an 
anxious,  overruling  desire  to  form  one  people  under  one 
government,  we  never  would  have  succeeded.  With 
these  views,  we  press  the  question  on  this  House  and  the 
country.    I  say  to  this  House,  if  yt  not  believe  that 

the  umon  of  the  colonies  is  for  the  advantage  of  the 
country,  that  the  joining  of  these  five  peoples  into  one 
nation,  under  one  sovereign,  is  for  the  benefit  of  all,  then 
reject  the  scheme.  Reject  it  if  you  do  not  beUeve  it  to 
be  for  the  present  advantage  and  future  prosperity  of 
yourselves  and  your  children.  But  if,  after  a  calm  and 
full  consideration  of  this  scheme,  it  is  believed,  as  a  whole 
to  be  for  the  advantage  of  this  province— if  the  House  and 
country  believe  this  union  to  be  one  which  will  ensure  for 
us  British  laws,  British  connection,  and  British  freedom 
—and  increase  and  develop  the  social,  political  and 
material  prosperity  of  the  country,  then  I  implore  this 
House  and  the  country  to  lay  aside  all  prejudioes,  and 
accept  the  scheme  which  we  offer.  I  ask  this  House  to 
meet  the  question  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  the  delegates 
met  It.  I  ask  each  member  of  this  House  to  lay  aside  his 
own  opinions  as  to  particular  details,  and  to  accept  the 
scheme  as  a  whole  if  he  think  it  beneficial  as  a  whole. 
As  I  stated  in  the  preliminary  discussion,  we  must  con- 
sider this  scheme  in  the  light  of  a  treaty.  By  a  happy 
comcidence  of  circumstances,  just  when  an  Administra- 
tion had  been  formed  in  Canada  for  the  purpose  of 
attemptmg  a  solution  of  the  difficulties  under  which  we 
laboured,  at  the  same  time  the  Lower  Provinces,  actuated 
by  a  similar  feeling,  appointed  a  Conference  with  a  view 
to  a  union  among  themselves,  without  being  cognizant  of 
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aiSrnt  to  it      I  t™«?  L     i^"''  "".".P^'ive  provinces  to 
whole.    I  am  .u™    M»  h"^'"""'  Z^  ^  "«'■""•''  '"  «•  • 

intcrcHtStinffct  theldo'^f'''  'fV'"  °*"  ^'•"*"  ""^ 
for  nought   and  we  wnihLr'  '"'"'""  "'"  '>''^«'  '««''' 

statesmen  and  puI.KA  wL  h      ™  o    union.    All  the 
munity  and  i  7iII  h^^.K^T'^",^  ""''  considerable  com: 
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WW.     I  believe  that  the 
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;-'  p«ve„r.  v,;;7;t"ri  w~" ':r "/.''«'  '■'"  "»"o- 

their  duty  to  the  people  ifthf'r     ""'"^  '^  "'""nK  in 
that  the  -bnitod  State.  .    »l,i  ^   ""  ""^  "»''•     We  Icnow 

*«•  with  Great  Britain  hw  aa7f„      j  **"  •"■"'Wion  of  • 

provmoe.  At  this  moment  il?  ""'°"  *'"'  'h"  -i'tcr 
feeling  whiehhaaarisenTtwIn.np^TT"''."  of  the  ill- 
8tate«--»  feeling  „,  which  f'wT^  «'*"'*  '"d  'ho  United 
oon«que„ce  of  the  iSafion  wwir  ""'  ■""'  "'"•^'n 
the  unhappy  state  of  affa  «  «^  Ju-  ""'^  **'»'».  owing  to 
proo  tv  Tp«.»..  :.  -   '  ""'""  on  this  contin»n»   .i,-  n".  . 


-nd  at  any  momrt";?rarbTdr'?''rT-'''y''t.^: 
h^nrfi^  °"' goods  througTWildX  J"^  T  permiHsion* 
bonded  goods  system  may  be  Hr,n       "'"'  "hannels-the 
winter  trade  thJough  t"e^Unit^  St"r^  ^"''•' ""d  "'<> 
Ourmerchantsmay  beobliecdto  J     ^.  put  an  end  to. 
of  bringing  i„  during  the  summ  °  "    "k'°  J*""  "^  «y"fm 
the    whole    year      n,™i      ^  """"tlis  the  sunDhea  fo, 
trade  interrupt    ^""f '?'    ''"'ady    threatJned        ,' 
mercial.  des^rSytS',  5  we'doTo"tTt  P"'"'""'  »»d  com'- 
e^'e^r  ^^"?PP°«"'^ty!,S,d  whU^on'"''™'"*  ""'^  '^''"n 
ened  to  be  closed,  open  anotC    t  .  I-*'"'""*  "  t'"««t. 
the  present  arrangement  a„dth7i°'^'"8  advantage  of 
ftov-mces  to  draw  closer  the  al-ilncBhT"  °'  '''^  ^^^'^ 

?ot'crtTit-p;3|«^^^^^^^^^ 
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She  Conference  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
gislative  union,  pure  and  simple,  was  impracticable 
our  next   attempt   was   to   form   a  government  upon 
federal   principles,   which  would   give   to  the  General 
Government  the  strength  of  a  legislative  and  admini- 
strative umon,  while  at  the  same  time  it  preserved  that 
liberty  of  action   for  the   different   sections  which   is 
allowed  by  a  Federal  Union.   And  I  am  strong  in  the 
belief  that  we  have  hit  upon  the  happy  medium  in  those 
resolutions,  and  that  we  have  formed  a  scheme  of  govern- 
ment which  unites  the  advantages  of  both,  giving  us  the 
strength  of  a  legislative  union  and  the  sectional  freedom  of 
a  federal  union,  with  protection  to  local  interestslln  doing 
so  we  had  the  advantage  of  the  experience  of  the  United 
btates.  It  IS  the  fashion  now  to  enlarge  on  the  defects  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  look  upon  it  as  a  faUure.     I  think  and  believe 
that  It  IS  one  of  the  most  skilful  works  which  human 
mtelligence   ever  created;   is   one  of  the  most  perfect 
organizations  that  ever  governed  a  free  people      To  sav 
that  It  has  some  defects  is  but  to  say  that  it  is  not  the 
work  of  Omniscience,  but  of  human  intellects.    We  are 
happily  situated  m  having  had  the  opportunity  of  watch- 
mg  Its  operation,  seeing  its  working  from  its  infancy  tiU 
now.    It  -vas  in  the  main  formed  on  the  model  of  the 
Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  a  new  country,  and  was  perhaps  the  only 
practicable  system  that  could  have  been  adopted  under 
the  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  of  its  formation 
We  can  now  take  advantage  of  the  experience  of  the 
last  seventy-eight  years,  during  which  that  Constitution 
has  existed,  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  belief  that  we  have 
m  a  great  measure,  avoided  in  this  system  which  we  pro- 
pose for  the  adoption  of  the  people  of  Canada,  the  de- 
fects which  time  and  events  have  shown  to  exist  in  the 
American  Constitution. 

In  the  iirst  place,  by  a  resolution  which  meets  with 
the  universal  approval  of  the  people  of  this  country 
we  have  provided  that  for  all  time  to  como  so  far  as 
we  can  legislate  for  the  future,  we  shall  have  as  the 

sented  itself  were  allowed  to  pass  by  unimproved,  whether  we  would 
or  would  not,  we  would  be  forced  into  the  ALeriean  uiJon  by  vioTence 
and  If  not  by  vioence,  would  be  carried  upon  an  inclined  planeS 
would  carry  us  thither  insensibly,"  ■  '  ' 
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wm  be  the  desttayTthis  ooSitrv      c'i-*"''  '"^  ^""^ 
nations  and  neonlBa  in  .?  "™"^'y-    Changes  come  over 

^  we  can  legfsLt ^  o^:^^,  "^^f-; .  But.  so  far 

the  Sovereign  of  Great  Rrlt!:!?  1,'  ,?  ,*"  *""®  *«  ""me, 

of  British  North  Wiof     Bv  tf  ^^  "^«  ^overeigii 

archieal  principle,  we  avoM  ole  drfeT^*"  '*'•'.'"''"- 

Constitution  of  the  United  St«.?»f  defect  inherent  in  the 

President  by  a  majorUv  and  for  .   u^^^'  "'""*'""  °f  the 

is  the  sovereign  and  IitfJ°f,,*  ^^V  P''"°<^-  •»"  n«^er 

looked  up  to  b>  the  whole  pelleL'?S''r'  .^«  '«  °«^«-- 

the  nation.    He  i^  at  hp«f '^,  ?  fi,     ^^^  ''*"''  ™<1  ^ont  of 

party.    This  defe  tt  alf  th^/err^'^"'  '"^''  °'  <* 

practice  of  re-election.    Durin/E^»  fiL°^  account  of  the 

IS  employed  in  taJdng  steBMo^„pp„£^*  *'""'°  °*  "^"O'  ^^ 

™d  for  his  party  Hontinn  J^     ?^  ^^  °^  re-election,    . 

byadhering^orhrCa"rcSrprSe  ^^.T^^'^^  ^Z 
whom  you  respect  and  love     T  ih.i  •   ^  .T  °®  Sovereign    e> 

utmost  importance  to  have  that  S^'  ,*'"'*  ''  ''  "^  ^^e  - 
that  we  shall  have  a  Sotlreien  wCk  ^  f  recognized,  so 
region  of  party-to  whom  lir^prH  f^T^  *'"'^«  t^e 
not  elevated  by  the  action  nfl^'!'  ^°°^  up_who  is 
the  action  of  another,  who  £  the  00^^*^  "'jf  ^T^^  by 
reign  of  all.  7  '  ^  '^^  common  head  and  sove- 

province  since  1841™"^hS't.^f  "^"t^-^  '"  *•>« 
the  Mother  Country  This  is  a  f^»?  '""g  obtained  in 
tution  as  we  have  it  now  «L  *''''*•"■«, of  our  Consti- 
the  Federation. Tn  which  i  thfnV  ^^  '''^"  '"'^^  "  i" 
great  defects  in  the  Constitution  'nW.^^'T'r'^  °"«  "^  t^e 
There  the  PreBidenrd^r„gh"sCm.„^«  United  States. 

measure  a  despot,  a  one-man  po™rwifb!l,''  '""g'"*' 
of  the  naval  and  military  forces-vdth.-  *^^  command 
of  patronage  as  head  oTtCEMve  ^^'I'^.r''""' 
power  as  a  branch  of  the  legislature  op- f"?,  '"'^^  ^^^  ™t° 
by  responsible  advisers  hfs  caWnpt'^>;  ^  ^^""''°"*''°"*''* 
officers  merely,   whom  he   is   not  Iw'"!  departmental 

stitution  to  consult  wHh,  unless  he  choo^.?  ^^^  ^°"- 
us  the  Sovereign,  or  in  this  conn tlvr«'  '"  "^^  "°-  With 

the  Sovereig„,^can  act  0%  onX^advtf  o?^ ""'*'^''  "^ 
those  ministers  being  resDonsihI„  f^^^  ''"',"'"'«''"'^. 
Parliament.  ^  responsible  to  the  people  through 

24—2 
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Pnor  to  the  formation  of  the  American  Union,  as 
we  aU  know,  the  djflEerent  states  which  entered  into  it 
were  separate  colonies.    They  had  no  connection  with 
each  other    further  than    that    of   having  a  common 
sovereign,  just  as  with  us  at  present.    Their  constitu- 
tions and  their  laws  were  different.    They  might  and  did 
It*  ^U^fu^^'^i?**  "^^  °*'^^^'  ™^  when  they  revolted  against 
the  Mother  Country  they  acted  as  separate  sovereimti 
and  carried  on  the  war  by  a  Jtind  of  treaty  of  allia. 
against  the  common  enemy,  (gver  since  the  union  was 
formed  the  difficulty  of  what  is  called  the  "  State  Rights  " 
has  existed,  and  this  had  much  to  do  in  bringing  on  the 
present  unhappy  war  in  the  United  States.    They  com- 
menced, m  fact,  at  the  wrong  end.    Tb.v  declared  bv 
their  Constitution  that  each  state  was  a  sovereignty  in 
Itself,  and  that  aU  the  powers  incident  to  a  sovereimtv 
belonged  to  each  ftate,  except  those  powers  which?  by 
the    Constitution,    were    conferred    upon    the    General 
trovemment  and  Congress.    Here  we  have  adopted  a 
different  system.     We  have  strengthened  the  General 
Government.    We  have  given  the  General  Legislature  aU 
the  great  subjects  of  legislation.     We  have  conferred  on 
them,  not  only  specifically  and  in  detail,  aU  the  powers 
which  are  mcident  to  sovereignty,  but  we  have  expressly 
declared  that  all  subjects  of  general  interest  not  distinctly 
and  exclusively  conferred  upon  the  local  governments 
and  local  legislatures,  shaU  be  conferred  upon  the  General 
Government  and  Legislature.— We  have  thus  avoided 
that  great  source  of  weakness  which  Jias  been  the  cause 
of  the  disruption  of  the  United  StatesT)  We  have  avoided 
aU  conflict  of  jurisdiction  and  authority,  and  if  this  Con- 
stitution is  carried  out,  as  it  wiU  be  in  fuU  detaU  in  the 
Iniperial  Act  to  be  passed  if  the  colonies  adopt  the 
scheme,  we  wiU  have  in  fact,  as  I  said  before,  all  the 
advantages  of  a  legislative  union  under  one  administra- 
tion, with,  at  the  same  time,  the  guarantees  for  local 
institutions  and  for  local  laws,  which  are  insisted  upon  by 
so  many  in  the  provinces  now,  I  hope,  to  be  united 

I  think  it  is  well  that,  in  framing  our  Constitution— 
although  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Hoohe- 

u'^*''.^",®*'''"^  **  '*  ^^^  °*'*''''  ^^y-  "»  tlie  discussion  on 

the  Address  m  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  Throne— our 

first  act  should  have  been  to  recognize  the  sovereignty 

'  Mr.  A.  A.  Dorion. 
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jeots  of  X  British  (iowTry^l" T"'" °"^'"'°« «»b: 
aocordincly  felt  that  fh^™  ^         ^**  .severance.     We 

with  the  uninimou^;  «  "nhe  ContreTcfXT' 

oihty,  be  for  the  interest  of  the  colonies  nr  ^LZ^  ^7 
or  portion  of  them,  that  there  shonwkf        "^  *'"'*'°" 
our  connection.     A  thXh  we  knew  ?  f^  K    ^"""^P^l "« 

f;«  *"J,".  l.«i  »  •on.il  3  Slot  ""IS"™ 
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tL*''!'*'?'^'''  "^  ^^'"'*  Sovereign  has  already  paid  us, 
the  graceful  compliment  of  a  visit.  The  Executive 
authority  must  therefore  be  administered  by  Her  Ma  Ws 
Representative  We  place  no  restriction  on  Her  m!  esty 's 
prerogative  m  the  selection  of  her  representative.  As  it 
18  now,  so  It  will  be  if  this  Constitution  is  adopted.  The 
Sovereign  has  unrestricted  freedom  of  choice     Whether 

o^It'tl^K  ^T^-  *'  aVjIperoy  to  rule  over  us,  or 
we  krml  ^«»t  f  ^te^en  of  England  to  represent  her, 
wo  know  not.  We  leave  that  to  Her  Majesty  in  all  con- 
unfnn  ^;«i,  '  T  ^^^  ''1  P^^'^^d  to  hope,  that  when  the 
^°l  I  ^f'uPl?"^'.  *"■*  ^«  ^^°'^^  the  great  country 
whieh  British  North  America  is  certain  to  be,  it  will  Z 

En^uITl  Z°^t^  *^^  ambition  of  the  statesmen  of 
Jingland  to  be  charged  with  presiding  over  our  destinies 
TTir^t""  "^"^ '"^''«  ^¥  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
provisions  in  the  Constitution  respecting  the  legislative 
LZrll  ,^\t'^  Resolution  sa/s,  ■' fhere  shfu  be  a 
general  legislature  or  parliament  for  the  federated  pro- 
rnr^^:,n°"P°^t'^  °*  *  Legislative  Council  and  a  House  of 
Commons.  This  resolution  has  been  cavilled  at  in  the 
^nghsh  press  as  if  it  excluded  the  Sovereign  as  a  portion 
of  the  Legislature.  In  one  sense,  that  stricture  wm  just 
irf  i-'n^lIlT  ^t"9t  constitutional  language,  the  Legislature 
or,  t^  ^^  "u'^'J*".  °*  ^"8'  ^'■'1'  and  Common!.  But, 
Kin^l^^  ^-  ^d"1'  '"  °^^T'^  parlance  we  speak  of  "  the 
&mlf  "  *^*'"lV*'"^"*'.  °'  "  *^^  ^'"g  Bummoning  his 
i-arhament,    the  three  estates-Lords  spiritual,  temporal 

^u°  h  a  ^^.  ""^  ^°",f  °'  Commons,  and  I  observe  that 
such  a  writer  as  Hallam  occasionally  uses  the  word  Par- 
^»T?  '"■*•*'?*  restricted  sense.  At  best  it  is  merely  a 
Zol  0".  |e«m.i     The   legislature   of    British    North 

T^P  f"plaTl''^^°'°P'!?^'^-,^^  ^"8'  ^'^«'  *"<1  Commons. 
The  Legislative  Council  will  stand  in  the  same  relation  to 
the  Lower  House,  as  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  House  of 
Commons  m  England,  having  the  same  power  of  initiating 
all  matters  of  legislation,  except  the  granting  of  money 
As  regards  the  Lower  House,  it  may  not  appear  to  matter 
much,  whether  it  is  caUed  the  House  of  Commons  or  House 
o  Assembly.  It  will  bear  whatever  name  the  Parliament 
ot  Jingland  may  choose  to  give  it,  but  "  The  House  of 

AieSAct'""""  ""  ""'  ''''  ^°°"°"   "  "'  "■»  B""*   North 
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House,  that  wh,ch  peculiarly  represents  the  peopk    it 

Z^Sn^  i^^^M^K  P'r'P'^  °'  ^epresentationffi'on 
fhT  nr  n  •  ^''•'''  be  adopted,  and  the  mode  of  applying 

win  nf\.™  representation  by  population,  the  House 

will  of  course  understand,  that  universal  suffrage  is  not 
m  any  way  sanctioned,  or  admitted  by  these  r^utions 
wl  t  ''f  ",J'"  "'^'"'^  *•>"  constitution  of  the  poDu"ar 
branch  should  rest.  In  order  to  protect  local  interests 
th;;  t  !T"*  """TJ^^  Jealousies.'it  was  found  reqS 
A,^i.-  -^"^^^  ^*'",  "J'^^ions  into  which  British  North 
America  is  separated,  should  be  represented  in  !he  Uoner 

s"  trn,°"hi' P"St''  °i  '^^""'"y     There  ar'three^rLt 
sections,  having  different  interests,  in  this  nronosed  Pnn 
federation.     We  have  Western  c;nada,  an  aSt^al 
countiy  far  away  from  the  sea,  and  having  TeTaS 

IZ^d  W  f "  ^r'  "g™"""'**!  interests  |rindpau|  to 
^uard.  We  have  Lower  Canada,  with  other  and  senarate 
nterests,  and  especially  with  institutions  andUwsS 
she  jealously  guards  against  absorption  by  any  Urger 
Marfti^r^""-'  °'  '^'°".e"  P"^*^'  And  we  haveThe 
terests  of  their  own,  having,  from  their  position  classes 

iccoSv   1^  tt  n  '^°  °°^  "^"^  ■"  Western  CanX 
Accoraingly   in  the  Upper  House— the  oontrollini?  ind 
regulating,  but  not  the  initiating,  branch  (for  we  know 
that  here  as  in  England,  to  the  Lower  House  ^U  ^°e 
tioaUy  belong  the  initiation  of  matters  of Telt  nuWir 

thought  m  legislation— it  is  provided  that  each  of  thnae 
great  sections  shall  be  represented  equally  by  24  mem! 
?,  in  .  J  ""^^  exception  to  that  condition  of  equ™lUv 
s  m  the  case  of  Newfoundland,  which  has  an  interest  df 
St  wir^'  "V'  ^'^'-  "■'  ^l^^  '"""th  of  the  ^ea  rter 
tw^^t  *u'  *?•*  ""'■^  connected,  perhaps,  with  Canada 
than  with  the  Lower  Provinces.  It  has  comt.arat,"velv 
speakmg,  no  common  interest  With  the  othe^MaS 
ft-ovinces.  but  has  .sectional  interests  and  sectional  cS 
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SLu    T"  *°  'T  .P'o'-'oted.      It,  therefore,  has  been 

^^f  »w-  ?  ^^I^PP^  House,  thus  varying  from  the  equaUty 
estabhshed  between  the  other  sections  ^       ^ 

at  firs?'«i,^i-!,7l"  oonoeiTod,  great  difference  of  opinion 
rJ>,r„  -I  \^  ^J'°  ^■^^  constitution  of  the  LegiSative 
Council.  In  Canada  the  elective  principle  preva^ed  In 
SThe^°''"T' ^'*'?  *•'.^''^"*P*'°"  °f  ^i""^  Edward 
ilnT,  I  J-  •  T'"°'.''^®P"""P'«  was  the  rule.   We  found  a 

to  adopt  the  elective  pnnoiple;  indeed,  I  do  not  think 
artn«f,v!^  f  dissenting  voice  in  the  Coixference  against  the 
FZiin  I  1  *5^  ""mmative  principle,  except  from  Prince 
Sco2  aid  N  ■  7^"^^ legates  from  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
bcotia  and  Newfoundland,  as  one  man,  were  in  favour 
of  nommation  by  the  Crown.  And  nomination  by  the 
Crown  IS  of  course  the  system  which  is  most  in  accord- 
ance with  the  British  Constitution.  We  resolved  ?hen, 
that  the  constitution  of  the  Upper  House  should  be  in 
accordance  with  he  British  system  as  nearly  as  circum" 
stances  would  aUow.    An  hereditary  Upper  House  is 

^rV?.,*''"  r  ^^''  y°""?  """"t'y-  Here  we  have 
none  of  the  elements  for  tSe  formation  of  a  lan^ord 

Z»  rjf  ^T"?,  "'"^  u"^  >*'««  *«""°"^1  positions-no 
class  separated  from  the  mass  of  the  people  An  heredi- 
i^i^y^''  altogether  unsuited  to  our  state  of  sS^, 
»^1T-  "  *,!°°5  ^V1^^  '"'°  "°t'''"«-  The  only  mode  of 
adapting  the  Enghsh  system  to  the' Upper  House,  is  by 

Jh^^FTJi^*'"'  P°^''  °^  appointment  Z  the  Cro^i  (Z 
!Z.+o  ^K  ,i'f"r*''?.,''PP°'"*''^)'  l"'t  that  the  appoint- 
Coui^oif^r^'*  ^^  ^°'  ^\  ^^^  arguments  for  an  dective 
Council  are  numerous  and  strong  ;  and  I  ought  to  say  so, 
as  one  of  the  Admmistration  responsible  for  introducing 

nrfn.l?    r    P"?"?'*    ^^"    ^*"*'1»'      ^    ^old    that    thi! 

principle  has  not  been  a  lilure  in  Canada;  but  there 
were  causes-which  we  did  not  take  into  consideration  at 
«ie  time-why  it  did  not  so  fully  succeed  in  Canada  as 
r,f„nt  f^T^^-  O"^  g'^'at  cause  was  the  enormous 
extent  of  the  constituencies  and  the  immense  labour 
wluch  consequently  devolved  on  these  who  sought  the 
suffrages  of  the  people  for  election  to  the  Counc!  Fot 
the  same  reason  the  expense-the  legitimate  expense- 
was  so  enormous  that  men  of  standing  in  the  country 
eminently  fitted  for  such  a  position,  were  prevented  ?rom 
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stZdlL'TJ"'*-  ^/  ''"*i  ^  '^"i*-  "">"  °f  the  first 
standing  did  come  forward,  but  we  have  seen  that  in 

evei^eueeeeding  election  in  both  cI^aSrtheTehas  wS 
mg  and  political  experience  and  weight  in  the  country  to 

voun^'men"''lf''n-"'^""',.°."  *'>«'"'>'"  hanS  a7the 
S§  t      ■  u'"'  «=t;^e  politicians,  those  who  have  rc- 

entrance  t^tTw''^'  ^^  °l  "  statesman,  have  sought 
svstem  ?n  tv  ^T"  °'  Assembly.  The  nominative 
bofnrth»  •  '  "i""!-"^  "T  '"  *  «'•'■«*  "t«"t  successful, 
before  the  mtroduction  of  responsible  government.   Then 

theunrrtT  ^t."  T?^  *^*«"*  ^°^"  colonies,  anS 
ohl^^^T       ""''  °'  ^''.^  legislature  consisted  of  gentlemen 

fererthTT^/^  f^^  ^"'•'«''''  ^"'l.  «oo1esiastTca" 
rh^^fl,  t  '  I-  ^'"^^  i  departments,  and'othcr  men  of 
the  first  position  m  the  country.    Those  bodies  com- 

S  of^Z*T"?  ''r  *^«  ^''™'=*«'-  ^tandfng,  and 
weight  of  the  individuals  composing  them,  but  thev  had 

InH  .TP^'^y  ^I'K'^"  P^oP'^  °'  their  r^presentaUves 
and  CO  isions  with  the  Lower  House  frequently  occurred 
especially  i„  Lower  Canada.     When  resVsible  govern: 

rovL''*'/.f'°/"'""*V'*  ''^"'""e  necessary  for  the 
Governor  of  the  day  to  have  a  body  of  advise -s  who  had 
the  confidence  of  the  House  of  Zsembly  which  could 
make  or  unmake  ministers  as  it  chose.    The  Lower  House 

Unnfr  Hn^r*1  """X^^"-  ^•^'""'^  ^'  "ominated  to  th^ 
Upper  House;  for  the  ministry,  being  dependent  alto- 

Iw'r  '^^^°''7  '"*"'=''  °f  the  Icgislaturffor  support 
seleoted  members  for  the  Upper  House  from  among  thei^ 

?he  Sun^n"'''  "*  ^  ^"'''r  °^  *•>«  H°"^e  of  AssfrnM^ 
fC.1,  *.^'  r?  ,l'e.eo""'ng  less  and  less  a  substantial 
check  on  the  legislation  of  the  Assembly  ;  but  under  the 
system  now  proposed,  such  will  not  be  the  case     No 

Se'^  T  '"  '"*"?  ^°-  T"^**  '^'y  l^^^e  done  L  Canada 
before,-they  cannot,  with  the  view  of  carryine  any 
ZTT'  -V^  strengthening  the  party,  attem^to^^^ 
fflLit'w?th'P'"'^T  °Pi"°"  of  theVer  House  by 
noZ«  4  """"^ •'  °^.  '*'  partisans  and  political  sup- 
CkWi  Jn  PT'T?.  '"  t^°  Constitution,  that  the 
Legislative  Council  shaU  consist  of  a  limited  number  of 

tTenty'^fU^t*  ''h''  "'  '^:  ^''''  ^^"t--  ehauTpp'oin 
tw/m        T'°''f' .  ^""^  "°  ™ore,   will  prevent  the 
?}FIZ  ^7'^  ^".?  ^^"^  swamped  from  time  to  time  by 
the  ministry  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
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their  own  nchomeB  or  pleasing  their  partisans.  The  fact 
SL*/lrf*'°''T'"*"^n''*'"8  preventeJ  from  exceeding  a 
Tin™  «""''"  T'"  f  "««"^<'  t*"*  independence  of  the 

™p„  in  r*!'"'-  '?^':'"8  "^  legitimate 'and  controlling  influ- 
Cn  Itl  S"*'""  °*  '^'  "°""''7-  The  objeotfon  has 
nrivpH  nf  ?),  -^^  consequence  of  the  Crown  being  de- 
?hr.„  f  ^*^"?,^'  °!  """""ted  appointment,  there  is  a 
of  tri.il  f^d-lock  arising  between  the  two  branches 
^1f^„Li^  !  'J""^  '•  ?  ''*'*"'"'  ^^"^  »•»»  Upper  House  being 
aJtogether  mdependent  of  the  Soverei^,  of  the  Lowe? 

^rn.ntr'^  V^"  ^r""'  °f  *he  Crown  may  act  iude- 
Fn?l.  {  ^'  *"^.  '°  independently  as  to  produce  a  dead- 
lock. I  do  not  anticipate  any  such  result.  In  the  first 
place  we  know  that  in  England  it  does  not  arise.    There 

whei  if  fh""  T.  °'  ""  ^P,P"  """'«'  i'  '*  *■!  "°t  "''"cise, 
Tr  nn»L  "^^'.rT'.'  \^^  "8ht  of  opposing  or  amending 
wJh  if  T«  tto  legislation  of  the  Lower  House.  It 
f^r  ,1;  f  "•  "°/»'"«  whatever  were  it  a  mere  chamber 
be  Z^i^7"^  *>'"'  ^^T''  °^*''«  ^^"^  House.    It  must 

n^^^'i  *'i  ""'y  7a'"»b>e  as  befng  a  regulating  body, 
calmly  considering  the  legislation  initiated  by  the  populw 

latton  wWh  P'«^«"f"g,''ny  hasty  or  ill  considered  legis- 
set  H»pTf  •  *y  v?*"^  ''■°"  "^^^  ^^y-  »'"*  it  wiU  never 
^IJa  ■  i"  °PP°l'tion  against  the  deliberate  and  under- 
stood washes  ot  the  people.^    Even  the  House  of  Lords 

•aid  that,  though  you  may  not  give  thV  power  to  the  EiecnUvB  to 
morea«  the  numbers  of  the  .Upper  House,  in  the  event  of  a  XdT 
lock,  you  miRht  limit  the  term  for  which  thi  members  we  a^nint^S' 

fC  i  "^  '"  "f^y^"'.  what  will  be  the  effect  ?  For  the  S 
three  or  four  years  of  their  term  they  would  be  anticipating  Us  eipS 

ment  Z  J'h''"'''""'""''''^'^"™^'™"""  <>'  ""e  -Jay  fof  reapS 
»n,?lVl,  ,  °  consequence  would  be  that  a  third  of  the  members 
would  be  under  the  influence  of  the  Executive.'    The  desir"™  to 
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of  Ix>rd9T"&„«f^^  ^P  «"'^*"^?P'"'°"  °f  *»»«  House 

think,  according  to  trs^rit  of  the  ron!^''?^'  "^  T^y 
so.     Yet  when  thfv  fo,,„^  *S      I  C°".stit"tion  in  doing 

the  geSfn  who  w  rbrKdrArT"'^^'  f ' 

o^Enir'  ?r  \^^  •''«-nffLtg  tn,Xr^ 
tion  to  hasty  or  partisanTe^'JaUon  ^        ""'  '"''''"=  ""'"'"  '"  "KP""" 
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prestige  with  which  the  exalted  pcition  of  thoir  da.,  for 

House  will  be  like  tho.e  of  the  Lower,  men  of  the  peo'X 
and  from  the  people.  The  man  put  into  the  Upper  Hou^ 
h  ?n,T°''  r  •"'?■  °'  ""'  1^°?'"  the  day  after,  m  [ho  day 

of  them  \ti:l™"h-  ^^"T^«  ':°'"  '^'  Po^P'"'  »"dZ 
01  them,  ho  takes  his  seat  in  the  Council  with  all  thd 

.ympathies  and  feelings  of  a  man  of  the  p^ple  and  whe^ 
he  returns  home,  at  the  end  of  the  sesS,  he  milgles 
feelin™"'"  T  '"'"''  "l"""'  ""<^  "  influenced  by  th"  sfme 
Ifche  ma  """^""^n?   '"d   ercnts   as   th^e  wh"h 

Do^  that  7  "°""k  '"'"•.  ^.""^  ''  "•  then,  to  bo  sup- 
posed that  the  members  of  the  upper  branch  of  the 
legislature  will  set  themselves  deliberately  at  work  to 
rhes'oT'ihe^^''"?:^  '"'  '•">  """'"d  opinions  an^ 
h  ThL  ■  ^^}''  °^  x*"*  """"t-y  '  They  wUl  not  do 
hn„.™  tI"  "°  '"^r  ?f  »  dead-look  between  the  two 
looU  h^f  "".i"  r  '"^^^'^y  K'^"'"  "hance  of  a  dead" 
hn  „1„  l^  "  the.two  branches  of  the  legislature,  should 
chamher^f  """f^  ^^  "^P""^'  "^''"  ^''^  »  nominated 
frn^fr  ^T"  X'***  ^°^'  »nd  having  no  mission 
wZh  ?h  P'°P'''-  ,*''^  ■?'""^"  °f  'he  Upfer  ChamW 
Lower  Hn  "°'"^f™?>  '^0  people  as  weU  is  those  of  the 
?f  wuT'  ^"^  'hould  any  difference  ever  arise  be- 
tween both  branch^,  the  former  could  say  to  the  member 

?eeIinl^?P.'i'"  ^'^^^ '■  ^^  <»  niuch  represent  the 
irenn^f  »?  l^  J^^^''  '^,  T"  '^°-  ""d  even  more  so  ;  we 
vou^  a  h„r^  ^'"^  ™»"l°«''Iities  and  for  a  short  period! 
^uhl^  ™?n^^  '^^'^  ^'"".'^  .**  "  P""""!"  time,  wten  the 
public  mind  was  running  in  a  particular  channel  ■  you 

the  Jn  IIT**-  *°  Pf  "^'"^nt.  not  so  much  represent^ 
the  general  views  of  the  country,  on  general  ouestionT 

W«  S  ^'i^"  Pt^P'^  ''''^"  *hey  went  to  the  polls.  We 
ennL  ?""*"  "«'"'■  *"■*  ''«"'"  "?ht,  than  you  to  be 
considered  as  representing  the  defiberate  wi^l  of  the 

^?°PL\°^,8~.ir"°"''  *°<J  therefore  we  will  not 

foncll^^  H-ff^"*"'  V'P.'".*'  ''S"^**^'  'J^"!^-^  °f  "«  irre- 
concilable difference  of  opinion  between  the  tuo  branches 
of  the  legislature  if  the  upper  be  elective,  than  if  it  holds 

ie'n,r'^'"T*T  /'■°"V.*''«  ^°^"-  B««ides,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  an  Upper  House,  the  members  of  which 

aual  tv  f^P°'"'"^  *'"■  ^^-  ^""'-l  "°*  have  the  same 
quality   of   permanence  as  the  House  of   Lords  •    our 
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membeii  would  dio ;  .trangcn  would  lucoeed  »h«m 
Thn«   the    change,   in   the   mcmberohip   and   «tat*    n» 

rap?rth'a"n  7„'  l^^L  """^  -"M  Sw^S  ^  mo™ 
™pm  than  in  the  Houne  of  Lords.  To  , how  how 
•peed^ly  change,  have  occurred  in  the  VvwthZJZ 
nLl'to"  he^T"""'  /  "'"  """"  'he  sffiio^^ofth" 
S  Feb^arv  ISsTJl/'^."'  ^-;^*  '^''  "»"  °'  '^e  House! 
tw/;?ar/fterrd^°^^^^^^^ 

altnough  only  twelve  men  were  elected  that  year   and 

qmte  clear  that,  should  there  iora^'°"„„e,t ion  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  Uppe?  and  Cv»- 
Houses    the  government  of  the  dayTing  obIi«^  to 

vacancies  that  might  occ^ur  with  men  of  tL"P ''"^ 
political    feelings    Ind    sympatUes  ^th   fhe    r   """^ 

the  Adi^i^stration"  wouid'Se  mid  'UTh^S  1 
tTo'treT  'tU^'"^''.^  ''.?.^.  '^''™"  ?  "elwtr'thl 
Seo'fd  Zm't:  Un^^Ttior  X^htCT  A°o  "*' 

s^='t-^=-fi3s« 
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ThZ"-  ^"  •"!'"'  province.,  exo^t  Prince  Edward  I  J„T 

u^r  tte' :: j?:i:„"n„j''z  ;^i:.^„'r'th?.°  id^ 
S?-^Ps:^Sr£ffi^5S 

perienoe  m   cgislation,  whether  they  hold  their  Dos^nn. 

km  th"'',^'""  °'.'^  P«°P'''  °'  havi  received  prrrmen? 
from  the  Crown-there  is  no  valid  reason  whv  thoao^en 
-hould  be  parsed  over,  and  now  men  sought  for  to  fom 
Lri.*?"'""^-^  S""J"="  °'  "">  Confederation  ItT 
thZ  J.';/;'°"'^'"^  i*""  ""'  "''^"""n  «*">"  be  made  from 
wlh*  P^t""/"  ■'^'"'  ""  ""^  members  of  the  ubbct 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  each  of  the  colonies,  for  s^^U 
m  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  General  Klature 
Siat  hv  wfHT  *"  '^  ^'P«°*  '"  -omewhat  sfmfar  to 

tt'rriiTo.!?;:"/'''  '''^""«  ^«'""'"^''  ^-'^•" »' 

„^n"*^  '"""^tion  of  the  House  of  Commons  the 
^rdtrlnTmann""""  »'y„P°P"'''«on  hrbTA  pro- 
The  intJLilf*  '"T![.  •"l"*"y  ingenious  and  simple 
J.he   mtrodnotion   of  this   principle  presented   atT™t 

until''^S"thf'?"'""^- "'  -»  — '^y  ^"-asing  bod^ 
until,  with  the  mcreasing  population,  it  would  Become 
inconveniently  and  expensive^  large.  But  by  adoS 
the  representation  of  Lower  Canada  as  a  fixed  stanS 
-as  the  pivot  on  which  the  whole  would  turn-that 
province  being  the  best  suited  for  the  purpose  on^ccount 
of  the  comparatively  permanent  char^K'  ks  popula- 
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come  the  d  Kv  I  hive    '   ?•  ^'''T  "*"•'''"<'  t°  »»"■ 

th«  danRcr  of  »n  .Wv^l'?'  ""  ""^ P??"'""""  'Without 
rtTresontative.  on  thl' "fj"''"''"'' '"  the  number  of 
period.  I  The  whole  .mL^    "^l""".   "'   ''"''h    decennial 

o  a  population  ;  in  ZlorTZd.TmZ'^''  k*^T 
proposition  a  simnlv  thi.  ;»  r  '•'"!'•""<'  Now,  the 
population  of  1  100  000  hT.  'T.  ^''"'^'''  *'"'  it" 
how  many  membe„  .hA,.W  it    "^"i^  '°  «»  members, 

;t«largerp%~?of  14S^''o<^TThr'''^''  '"',"«•  *'"' 
to  the  other  provinoe8-theV.l^L°  '*■""' '"'"'  "PP"*" 
and  the  principle  ofrepretntSh^  "  "'r^-'  °^'«'^'"J 
out,  whi£,  at  t^he  »am7trme  ICe  w'Tl  Ct'i""  """'.f^ 
an  inoonven  cnt  increase  in  thl   *'".  °'  ™  a™ennmlly 
House.     At  the  same  time  the-  ""'"'"'"  °'  ""'  ^o*" 
vision  that  hereafter  tfZmoZH"'''  ^^n-^'tutional  pro- 
borof  represent..t;.Mmavh^^i*'^'"'2''j'''  *he  total  num- 
and  nincty-four,  the  nSer  fivL  •*''lu  'l"""  °"''  hundred 
that  case,  if  an  inorearis  m»^^  t"  ""'  ^™'  '"'*'»"''«■    ^n 
remainthepivot  on  which  the thnV'""'^  ^i'""'''' '»  »""  '» 
If  Lower  Canada, TnsTeadoMtvel",^     '^'l  '"'"• 
r-ombers,  then  the  oalcula  ion  '^  ^7;'''^?">r  ^^^^'^ 
has  seventy  members  with  «.,„k  J        '  ■    .     **"'  Cannda 
shall  Uppe'r  Can-SThavf  wTh  »  &'''"°''',''°.*  ••  *"? 
was  in  favour  of  a  larglr  House  thIS     PT'»*'°"  '    ' 
mnety-four,  but  was  o?eS     I  ^  °"V'""^""'  ^"'1 
in  the  opinion,  but  I  thoCht  it  L ''^  m  ?*'"'>»P»  »'"«ular 
mence  with  a   argerrenres?nt..lr"'l''*.  "'*'''  '°  «°m. 
The  arguments  agatasMWs  "It  f^'"!  '•'"*  l"'^"'"  branch, 
it  woufd  cause  adSl,  expanse  -t"  h'"  "'t  ","'  ?'"««• 
in  a  new  country  like  thiH   ^^     '  5  ""^  "*^'  P'***.  that 
number  of  qualX^^ "„' bTre'^Zl'^  Tj''  »  ^"'fi"''"' 
was  that  the  number  fsranidlvC    "*'""''•     ^y  "Ply 
in  education  and  wealth  Thi^f       i       "*'-*' '^'' '" 
open  to  political  amW  L  t'h:^^"  f/"  7"^^  "« 
representatives  ;  that  bv  ha^n^r^       '"S*""  ^ody  of 
constituencies,  more  pcLe  wo^.i^*!'""'  »"d  waller 
working  of  the  union'^and  thTf    K  ^  '"'^rf'ted  in  the 
field  foFselection  for  leaders  of    '"^  '"""''^  '«'  "  '^'der 
of  parties.    These  Tre  my  MftiSnir"!?''  """^  '""dere 
perLps.  I  have  no  'igh^ e.^^tnT/lls'^^t!:: 
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ruled,  and  we  fixed  on  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 

»^reo:SeS°thr  .^uiJ'j^Li^  Lzr  -^r^' 

alone  h  one  hundred  and  tto/    The  d^^r^n.    w""^" 
one  hundred  and  thirty  and  o^e  hu^dr e'j tTnLSw 

KHefX  nn ':i -rot  o  tt  ^^:^^- 

of  the  government  or  of  the  opposition  of  Z  o™  the 
Evlry  o^°I^t°ThaTrn  T,  ■'''"°'"  °'  "niveri^alTutoge' 

nZZr%^'°^''''l'''°'^^  ^'  r:pTe:ent°^*'a:"weu': 
numbers.    Insuperable  difficulties  would  have  Br^enteH 

eaZ''r  1^"  V"^  attempted  to  settle  now  thrquahfi? 
cation   for   the   elective   franchise      We   htT™  !i!«        I 

adopted  a  similar  clause  to  that  which  is  pnntai,,!!!  •   Vu 
Canada  Union  Act  of  1841,  vL    that  aH  tT«  l»       "\.-\^ 

atctd  t  ''"^"''=*"°"  of'mTmb^^^LI'of' voteT;  S 
affected   the   appointment   and    conduct   of   retumW 
officers  and  the  proceedings  at  elections,  a°  weU  a^t^f 
trial   of   controverted   elections   in   the    senamtfi    m-n 
vinces,  should  obtain  in  the  first  election  f,^?^!  ^ 
federate  Parliament,  so  that  every  man  who  h^  now"a" 
vote  m  his  own  province  should  continue  to  ha^e  a^4 
m  choosing  a  representative  to  the  first  FedeS  ParH^ 
ment     And  it  wa^  left  to  the  Parliament  of  thf  Con' 
federation,  as  one  of  their  first  duties  to  con^rf«;  Lh  ?" 
sett  e  by  an  act  of  their  own  the  VauSbn  fo?  th^ 
elective  franchise,  which  would  applj  to  the  whole  Con 
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and  which  gaTnttovincesVf  f'^^-f^^"''''" 
parliament  ^th  a  duration  nf  «         ''  ""a'-^'  a  general 
matter  of  little  impoHanoe  whe   "''Z'     """  '*  '""  » 

That  average  is  Ims  thTn  fh„  ^  ^^^  *"'l  »  half, 

parliaments^f  Canada  sfnce  the  urn'oT™  "^Tl'T  "^  "'<' 

tures  were  to  have  thepowe,  n^  ''  ''""•'"'"j'  '^8'^'*- 
and  from  time  to  t^e^of  -5  ""«"«•"?  hereafter, 
constituencies  and  settTi^^kr  ^^"''""1'  ^^^  •*'««••«"' 
the  various  elecrorar^L^ct!  tV°^  boundaries  of 
resolution  is  simply  this  Kfn;  fCTfl   fS?"™?   of   the 

to  make  such  chansres  as  mav  K«  PP^'^  Canada,  and 

legislatures  of  which  aWU  fix  the  lirn^!    proy,ne,3_  the 

leave  to  the  Local  wlrurlthTf'"*'^.''"  ,""P'°P«'  to 
Btituencies  sendil  members  t„tLT  *"  f  r^'*"^  '^o^" 
after  the  General  ieSut  shal^L^:^ !.  ^L^t^: 

2S 
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existence.     Were  this  the  case,  a  member  of  the  General 

K»/r  '^'^u   ''t'^y  «■»«  find  Wmself  ousteTfrom 
his  seat  by  an  a  teration  of  his  constituency  by  the  LooS 
Ij^gislature  in  his  section.    No ;  after  the  General  ptri?a 
ment  meets  in  order  that  it  may  have  full  control  of  ?s 

We  Z  f  r-  ""•*  ''!  ^'"'"•^  °*  "»  PO^"'"^.  it  must 
have  the  full  power  of  arranging  and  re-arranKine  the 
electoral  hmits  of  its  constituendes  as  it  pC^^such 
SlZe"'  '^'  '"'"^"  ^"^"*"'"y  necessa^to  sucSa 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  by  entering  into  a  con- 
sideration at  any  length  of  the  different  Vwers  con- 

SedTro"™  rt  ^"'"''  ^rfi'''"^"'  <«  contradist°"- 
W  „„  l  ^T,  ••^^''■•ved  to  the  local  legislatures  ■ 
but  any  honourable  member  on  examining  the  list  of 
different  subjects  which  are  to  be  assigned  to  the  Genera 
and  Local  Legislatures  respectively,  lill  see  that  aU  t^e 
rontrf "™'  ^'^•«^''««<'t  the  general  interests  of  the 
Confederacy  as  a  whole,  are  confided  to  the  Federal  Par- 
hament,  wLle  the  local  interests  and  local  laws  of  each 

ortrir.rn'^''^'"*'""'  '*"''  entrusted  'rthe  care 
of  the  local  bodies.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  General 
Parliament  must  have  the  power  of  dealing  with  the 
public  debt  and  property  of  the  Confe<^?at^n  0? 
course,  too,  ,t  must  have  the  regulation  of  trade  and  oom- 

mZ\°^  "f.*"'"'  ''"'?  ''"''''     The  Federal  Miament 
must  have  the  sovereign  power  of  raising  money  from 
such  sources  and  by  such  means  as  the  FepresenteIvS 
of  the  people  will  allow.    It  will  be  seen  that  the  local 
legislatures  have  the  control  of  aU  local  works  ;  ^d  Tt  ?s 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  one  of  the  chief  ad' 
vantages  of  the  Federal  Union  and  of  local  legSlturfs 
that  each  province  will  have  the  power  and  meanTof 
developmg  its  own  resources  and  aiding  its  own  progress 
after  its  own  fashion  and  in  its  own  wly.    TherefZall 
the  local  improvements,  aU  local  entererises  or  under 
takings  of  any  kind,  have  been  left  to  the  carHnd 
management  of  the  local  legislatures  of  elch  province 
It  IS  provided  that  all  "lines  of  steam  or  oth^er  Iwps' 
L^r^/Vr""''  "^^  °^^^'  ^°'^''  """meeting  any  two^J; 
C^»     f       provinces  together  or  extending  be/ond  the 
hmits  of  any  province,"  shall  belong  to  the  General 
Government,  and  be  under  the  oontrd  of  the  Sra 
Legislature.     In  like  manner  "lines  of  steamsh^s  be 
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shall  belong  to'theS;„lral''(^;,tS^^ 

the   Welland    Canal     fhr>„„i,    i   •  ,   '     *°'  ""stance, 

section,  a„3thS2rence&i:'i''"y  f"''"  ""« 

properly  considered  Snal  workt  Lnd7or°'j'lf'  """^  ''? 
benefit   of   the   whnl«   V^J^.  Z°      '   .       ■°'  *"«  general 

the  ascertaining^  our  n^mhe™°"-^i«'''"'  ^^^  *«"»"«. 
sources,  must  as  a  ZtTe^^''""  *"'^  *¥  «^te°t  ot  our  rel 

the  GeAeral  Go"  m'e'n  "  t'Z'tiTCk.)'''"'^  "i 
the   country      Onn   nt    ti.^  P     ,      '"^  defences  of 

federation!'  that  we  shall  h?ve/'^Ti''8^'  "^  C°"- 
and  uniform  system  of  defence  w"^'"**;  f,  .""""erted, 
with  a  different  militia  system  in^  T  ^l  ''"^  '"'""^"' 
of  the  colonies  w"h  an  utter  want  nf  ""'""y-"  some 
fence.  We  haye  a  nLh!f  T  °*  ""^  ^y''^'"  of  de- 
ments, without  an^  arn~t'b?t;f  f^^  r^""'''"^- 

to  the  means,  eit/er  of  dSfo^r' offence  Bu  """.'" 
the  union,  we  will  ha™  „.,«  „     /^    onenoe.     iJut,  under 

m  peace  and  in  wa"      ThrnP""?'";  f '"«  *<'«''ther  alike 

mii'ationofth:tTs''rcrimtnZr  iTot*°an7h'^ ''^'^^- 
shall  be  punished— ia  left  7-1  JkT.    °°' ^^d  how  crime 

This  is  a^matter  almos  If  ^ec  ss'itf  T'  «?^-"'"<'"'- 
portance  that  we  should  havr/l!^'  "  °?  K""***  ™- 
throughout  these  proyTnces-that  wW  ""  """'"•'"  '"^ 
one  part  of  British  America  should T„  "■  *  "•"'"''  '" 
part-that  there  should  h«'tl„  *  "'™^  '"  «''ery 

and  property  as  in  another  T?  T"""  P™*?""""  of  lifi 
the  United  States  system  th„/  1°""  °'  "^''  '^''^^'ts  in 
may  haye  a  criming S  oHts'^o'wn'ThT  tT  ^  " 
a  capital  offence  in  one  state    mly '^  a  te':;^*,*  T^  ^ 

the  criminal   law  ofTna''^^roii|g_^J^^^^^^^ 
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throughout  British  America,  so  that  a  British  ATnpr,v.„ 
belonging  to  what  proyince  he  may,  or  gSneto  anTnf  f,t° 
part  of  the  Confederation.  ^ow/^hJZsZht/^XZ 
that  respect,  and  what  his  punishment  will  be  ."an  offtnde^ 
agamst  the  criminal  laws  of  the  land.    I  tWnk  th"s  il 
one  of  the  most  marked  instances  in  which  we  take  ad 
of  thTdl*^  FPf  ence  derived  from  our  observations 
of  the  defects  m  the  Constitution  of  the  neiehbourina 
Republic     The  33rd  provision  is  of  very  ;^elt  imZt* 
ance  to   he  future  wefi-being  of  these  coYoig^s     ulom- 
mits  to  the  General  Parliament  the  "renderinir  ,,nifn™ 
all  or  any  of  the  laws  relative  to  proper^  and  "iu^Z 
m  Upper  Canada^ Nova  Scotia.  New  CSsw'ck  Tw 
^n^orrf.  """^  ^'""^  .^^^^'^   I«'''"d.   and  rendering 

p?otTn"es  "  P  Thf  r  f  ""  "■'  ^^  °J  '^'  ^^^s  in  thesf 
prov  nces.        The  great  principles  which  govern  the  laws 
of  all  the  provinces,  with  the  single  exception  of  Lotir 
Canada  are  the  same,  although  there  may  be  a  divergence 
Zt^^t'-  "•"'^  "  ''  ratifying  to  find,  on  the  part ?f  the 
Lower  P^o^lnces.  a  general  desire  to  join  together  with 
Upper  Canada  m  this  matter,  and  to  procure   as  soon  as 
possible,  an  assnnilation  of  the  statutory  laws  and  the 
procedure   m    the   courts,    of   all   these   provinces      A? 
present  there  ,s  a  good  deal  of  diversity.    In  oSe  of  the 
colomes,  for  instance,  they  have  no  municipal  system  at 
all.    In  another,  the  municipal  system  is  mefelv  ^er 
missive,    and   has    not    been   adopted   to   any   extent  * 
A,lthough,  therefore,  a  legislative  union  was  found  to  be 
almost   impracticable,  it  was   understood,  so  far  as  we 
f^tf  J"  p"""'*'  '^^  ^"1"'^'  *1^»*  *he  first  act  of  the  Con! 
federate  Government  should  be  to  procure  an  assimUaWon 
of  the  statutory  law  of  all  those  provinces,  which  has   as 
Its  root  and  foundation,  the  common  W  of  EngZd 
But  to  prevent  loca    interests  from  being  over-ridden 
the  same  section  makes  provision,  that,  Ihile  power  ?s 
given  to  the  General  Legislature  to  deal  with  thisCbjec 
no  change  m  this  respect  should   have  the  force  and 

1892,  main.,  ^yr:^^'=°,%^jZ  ^IZ^^n^'^T^lZ^l^'  S 
the  various  provinces  differ  somewhat  from  each  other  W  ,t      ° 

r^Safe-^hetLtr^^Lrer?"^^^^^^ 
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not  specially  and  exclusfvely  re  eJved  foftheTn  "^'^*'"''' 
ments  and  leeislaturM  "     Thir-  •    .     ,  ""*'  go™™- 

which  is  waS^ConltiK'^^^^^^^^^ 

It  IS  here  that  we  find  the  weakn™»  i!f  iJnitoa  btates. 

A3  this  13  to  be   one   un  ted  province    wiYh  f  h!!  i      i 
governments  and  legislatures  suCS  to't'he  GeS 
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towaXth,  w^i  ^''"*"'   Government   assumes 

towards  th)  local  governments  precisely  the  same  n™,i 

erh'oVth^^™'!'''-?'  Govemmen^t  hold/wTth  Zperto 

Bponsible,    and    reports   directly    to    Her     so    wilf  th«' 

SatTo  tL'p    ""'''  goyern^ments   her'eafTer  "bf  su'b! 
orainate  to  the  Representat  ve  of  the  Queen  anH  h,.  ,„ 

iT^t  "• '^  '''?°i;*  *°  '»''»•'     Objection  ha^' been  taken 

rsSL't'e]'b;''tt'lo;n''Thtt''''°"''''''''^*'?"^ 

Jn  tX.    '<     ^.r^''. .         'fown.     ihis  provision  was  insprteH 

wh  ch  must  arise  Wth"  "°™""'  "'  l«  practicTdS  y 
Genera?^  Pnr'ti  f  ^^r'' ''  ''°"''"''''  '°  »•>«  Governor- 
charee  of  a  ™.-       "P'^'  '*•*  ^""'"""^  '■'°^^  "bout  the  dis- 

losiW  M»  ?  •',  ,!''"'  ""'Sht  be  in  imminent  dagger  o" 
losing  his  life  if  he  remained  in  confinement,  the  efercire 

conviction.  It  extends  to  innumerable  cases  where  if 
GenerTr''"''^^  ^°^  '*'  ''^<""»  ^«'«  thrown  on  ihe 
charri  ^^oT";'""'  '1."°"''*  "°*  '^''  ^°  satisfactorily  dis- 
U^^}^7  ■  ".""J^"  *''^™  «»st  be,  in  each  province  a 
legal  adviser  of  the  Executive,  occupying  the  oS^'nf 

where  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  is  so^gL^te 

minimi  trprjr„f''jhe'''?tT-°l'  '''^ <?»«"»«ve,  w«  .0 
Liberals  to  uphold™?rovincial  ffiX?"  Th  T'?'-"'''''  .""'  "'  ">» 
Committee  of  the  Pri»rOouTdl  S %  ,  ^  '^»°'»"'°\o'  the  Judicial 
the  provinces.    See  t^E'^wrSl.^tl'./o^^fc?^^  ^S^&t 
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offi^eTtoTi^r"'"""""  ?^'"^  '"P"'*  f™«  *he  local  law 

ruhng  power,  they  may  set  it  a'lde"  '  ""  '^^  "''''■ 

tn  thTi  """^  r'""r?r  '^J^'J'^"*"  "''''"h  belong,  of  right  both 
to  the  Local  and  the  General  Parliament!     In  a  1  these 

S,f-  ""^  !?P'r  '"  •'^^"^  ^here  there  is  concurrent 
jurisdiction  m  the  Imperial  and  in  tlie  Prn,7i„„;„V  d  ■• 
mcnts,  and  that  when^the  legMat^Ton  of  t^hron";  ^^t 
to  or  contradictory  of  the  legislation  of  the  other  i^  all 
ovemr''  ""*  ""'!""  °'  ^^'  «™^^*I  Parliament  must 
uTn^  raf  r"'*"'.'"'''  **>"  «««»"  °f  the  Local  Cis- 
^ture.  We  have  introduced  also  all  those  provisions 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  the  full  workine  out  of 
tho  British  Constitution  in  these  provinces      We^pro^j^l 

fnfrnH^''!.*''"^*'^  "°  """"^y  ^°te«.  "nless  tiosc  Votes  ire 

ntroduced  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Leeisllture  nn 

the  authority  of  the  responsible  advisers  of  the  Crown^ 

reven  «"'^  ^l^"™  .'^e  responsibility  rests  of  equallh^ 

will  remember  that  I  was  al^ysTASy  M-  of°^t^.       ''^'  ^°" 
power  being  entrusted  to  the  LieuZIKo^rnora  of^^^^ 
provmoes.    This  was  a  nrovimnn  l„  rt..  ?^    i.  .°'  '""  ^'ffen'nt 

CardweU.thenC„irarSeCt^;?„l°eta?o7t'lnt^°/^^^^^ 

we  were  settling  the  B   N  A    aH  i  „.j  ^n         '         "ISee-lse?,  when 

s^hr«ih;s^«S2S^p^s 
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'  See  p.  147,  note  2. 

tr^fe-£rtS7&^^^^^ 

complete  in  England  and  thpv  I,.V„  "*«  delegation  had  been 
last,  it  wonld  have  been  tam«,Th?/f  P™P«red  the  meaaure  in  August 
nex    Jannanr     TWo    'K.  ''^^  '"  P"™""'  """t  until 

that  will  noToffend  .omi  i^terJ*  ''■'"?^^"r»^»  *»  "»  ■»<"«"" 
would  exeite  a  new  ln'd7l.orSti^^  rtSeTAh'^ACcr 
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.^''auinLSdVe\V/hr  «™"  ""',"«'"•  ^hat  a«  it 
union,  our  ItrewTh    onr  ^„'"'°'?^?  P'OP'".  'bio  from  our 

nations  of  tL  world  !ii«  win  ■  ^^  P"??.'"""  """""8  the 
us  than  «hewouWb/S:r  when  ":::'"".«  1°  P^A^^ 
anumberofinsiimiflcantrol^-  t""  '"■°'"""  "P  '""» 

meal  without  aTconcertei  J  ■-'  ^  '°  ""*"''  ^'""" 

tion  of  defcnee^^I  am  atonal v'n?  °^''?"""°"  "'g^niza- 
year,  as  wo  grow  in^nJ^fl?^  "J""'""  ">»'  >'''«'■  by 
will  more  and^^^resee^^Zln/'"*  '*/""«''>•  ^"B'»"^ 
alliance  betwcorBdtfshNorthT''*"'  "'  maintaining  the 
any  one  imaRine  that  wh^,'' ^'"'■'■'''*  ^^ '•''"'''f  ■  ^o^^ 
three  and  a  ha"f  will  he  illL  iP°P"'''*'°"'  ''"'*^^  "f 
many  years  pZwPwnnTHr"  """'?"''  "«  ''  «■"'  be  ere 
now^o^rorTh:;  Tonrolteh"  Sand"  ^^"^^""t 

MotLr  Country.'as'^:rar:l;^"',^Tth!'r,Jj^''  *••« 
our  numbers  of  the  people  of  tL  T       ''^'L'^d'tion  to 

any  way  lessen  our  deSocontinl"'  ^"-"^  "™«  in 
the  Mother  Countrv  »     T  Lr        *.  °'"" '""■"™"o"  «''th 

Kast  and  West^o  L' tr'uly  t™!  ^rty,"'  '^''"\d'» 
possib    ty  be  exccederl  in    Lii.      ■*  •    .  '  "  ^^'^7  <=*"  by 

of  the  M^ritir^^o1irces°^'''I^oVaut'^iJ^%tm  "''"'^ 
overruhnff  iiftdainn      t«  .n       i^  •'7  V  *""  tnem  is  an 

there  is  f  r^X  betwee"  fhe      "^    ■'  ^T"  ^'-'"^"^ 
as  to  which  shall  most  sTZav!  "'  ''"^'"g  P°litical  parties 

cany  out  the  p^ct t  „"  foXT  Ho?  M '''f  "^"'^ 
to  the  British  Cro/n  When  t^- '°  ^"  Majesty,  and 
we  will  be  at  the  ouLt  nn  ;„  *'"!.""'on  takes  place, 
find  ourselves  wi?h  a  "°  '""""^'derable  people."^  We 
millions  of  souls  Such  ;.^?n  ,"?•"  ^PP^a^hing  four 
make  a  second  or  at  least  aZrH^r?"  '"  Europe*would 
a^  rapidly  increa^nr^puS'''  '  PT'""-  ^^-^''^ 
that  under  this  union  ^?r  ^!f„  Tr  '  ^  *""  satisfied 
still  greater  rat"o  than  rP"';'l°"  ^"'  '""•'ase  in  a 
ci^dit-with  a  higher  position' in^'fr-*'"',  """«'"<''» 
with  the  increasef  sccu'ii  y  we  ^an  offeT?  °'  '^"~P''- 
who  would  naturally  prefer  tTa^tt  2  'mmigrants, 

is  known  to  them  as  a  arL  .*  °T  '>°'"''  *»  ^hat 

little  colony  or  rother-i'uhXv'^T  "•""  '"  ""y  °"« 
great  as  his  beTn  our  increase  '.th.T  Tl""'^  *''**• 
years  since  the  union  betCn^^^ertd'^^^rc-rd:! 
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nrn?,?r  t^  ?  1-  ^.l*""  «'■•""  "»''°'"  of  'he  earth.     I  am 

rhoSglf  Ln/rnl,;;';^';'  ■"  "^"""Wcrable  in  numbers, 
iiiouen  strong  in  mtcllcct  and  power— which  SDpak«  J 

I?eve  Zh  ''"^  ?'.f  "i"8  "'*  °f^"'«  ««'""!«»;  but  I  b° 
people  of  IinglanU.  I  believe  it  will  never  bo  the  H« 
fcaf  titX™  The'''?""!""*'""  "'  ""'  "overUttt 
developed-and  it  will  become,  year  by /car  "ess  a  eZ 

f,i  ^-    !'  "'  "?"  "'°'''^'  '''^  «'"'  be  able  to  look  to  the 

iftat:1o"the":  '"  t""""'-  ^'"^  ber.Vnd  o,^ng 
aiieg  ance   to   the   same   Sovere  en,    who   will   assiflt    in 

enaWmg  her  again  to  meet  the**  whole  w^rld  fa  arms 

wa?';?th  eve"r;  nor?"  ^^  ""■  ^  '^^^  «-at  NapoS 
war,  witn  every  port  m  Europe  closed  against  her  com 

consequeuoes  as  the  result  of  causes  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  by  reason  of  this  connection.  Thr  how- 
ever, did  not  intimidate  us.  At  the  very  mention  of 
the  prospect  of  a  war  some  time  ago,  how  were  the 

Sf  A°'  '^'  P'°PJ"  """'^'^  from^one  eltrmity  o? 
Bntisi  America  to  the  other,  and  preparations  mTde  for 
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Stat'  rnd^^EnS  "£""w""'t'  '""^■•"'"  '""^"""^ 
point     We  anZl  ,h^    a       f'"'"'''"''  °P'"'°"  <">   »''«' 

lon^'f.!,        ""'/'e'""  of  minorities  are  roBardrd      Ho 

m4mm 

W^g   govern,rnV"orGLTV>"P"''^'.""'l-  "^^ 
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dcl.'gntri    ttutliority,  nnd  yd  oll.,wod,  without  rrstric- 
tlon,  and  witliout  jonlouny  on  tht-  part  of  the  Mother 
lountry,  to  \egMate  tor  oumcIvpi.,  and  praorfully  and 
dchlMrately   to   connidrr   and   determine   the   future   of 
Canada  and  of  British  Nortli  America.     It  in  our  liappi- 
neiw  to  know  the  expresnion  of  the  will  of  our  (JraciouH 
Sovereign,  through  Her  MinintorH,  that  we  have  her  full 
«anetion  for  our  deliberation8,  that  Her  only  Holicitude 
Id  that  we  Bhftll  adopt  a  i.yntem  which  tihall  bo  really  for 
our  advatitft^e,  and  that  She  promiites  to  sanction  what- 
ever concluHion  after  full  delibiTation  we  may  arrive  at 
aH   to   the   lient   mode   of  nceuring   the   well-being— the 
present  and  future  prosperity  of  British  America.     It  is 
our  privilege  and  happiness  to  be  in  such  a  position,  and 
we  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  the  blessings  thus  con- 
ferred unon  us      I  must  apologise  for  having  detained 
you  so  long— for  having  gone  perhaps  too  much  into 
tedious  details  with  reference  to  the  questions  bearing  on 
t he  Constitution  now  submitted  to  this  Hous  .     In  con- 
clusion,  I   would  again   implore   the  House  not  to   let 
this  opportunity  pass.     It  is  an  opportunity  that  niav 
never  recur.     At  the  risk  of  repeating  niy.self,  I  would 
say.   It   was  only  by  a   happy  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances, that  wo  were  enabled  to  bring  this  great  question 
to  Its  present  position.     If  wo  do  not  take  advantage  of 
the  time,  if  we  show  ourselves  unequal  to  the  occasion 
It  may  never  return,  and  wo  shall  hereafter  bitterly  and 
unavailmgly  regret  having  failed  to  embrace  the  happy 
opportumty   now   offered   of   founding   a  great   nation 
under  the  fostering  care  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  Sove- 
reign Lady,  Queen  Victoria. 

Attorney -Oeneral  Cartier^  :  Confederation  was,  aa  it 
were,  at  this  moment  almost  forced  upon  us.  We  could 
not  shut  our  eyes  to  what  was  going  on  beyond  the 
lines,  where  a  great  struggle  was  going  on  between  two 
Confederacies,  at  one  time  forming  but  one  Confederacy 
Wo  saw  that  a  government,  established  not  more  than 
eighty  years  ago,  had  not  been  able  to  keep  together  the 
family  of  states  which  had  broke  up  four  or  five  years 
since.     We  could  not  deny  that  the  struggle  now  in  pro- 

K,,'.  iT^  °?'J!  '^"^  v'''°5  V  '"™  K"'™  '"  '""  "  'hat  of  Maedonald, 
r^LL  ?,  "  "'°™''"<">  "■»'  to  the  earUep  stages  of  the  movement 
Carter,  Brown,  and  Gait  were  at  leaat  eqnaUy  important 
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^jr^iT"".  "'""""'"i'y  influence  our  political  exi.tence. 
We  did  not  know  what  would  be  the  i^ult  of  that  Kroat 
war-whether  it  would  end  in  the  e.tabli,hment  o/Two 
l^nfed(.r«^ie«  or  m  one  a-  before.     However,  we  had  to 

"ympat hieB  and  mtere«t«,  and  in  orcjfer  to  become  a  great 

nnl  A„  ^^Z*;?"""'"''  ""'y  '°  '"'  '•"'"Kht  together  under 
one  Genera    (foTemment.     The  matter  reHolv^i  itself 

f?,nf^"'  f'"""  *«,'"""':  ol)'"'"  British  North  American 
f^.l!^-  '""a  °'  ^  <^bHOTht^  in  an  American  Con- 
federation.  Some  entertained  the  opinion  that  it  wa» 
unnecessary  to  have  British  Norti,  American  Con- 
federation to  prevent  absorption  into  the  vortex  of 
American  Confederation.  Such  parties  were  mistaken. 
We  knew  the  pohcv  of  England'  towards  us_that  she 
was  dotermmej  to  fielp  and  support  us  in  any  struggle 
wit^h  our  neighbours.  He  BritU.  Provinces,  separffed 
as  at  present  could  not  defend  themselves  alone,  and  the 
question  resolved  itself  into  this  :  shall  the  whole  strength 
of  the  empire  bo  concentrated  into  Prince  Edward  Island 

United  States-or  shall  the  provinces  be  left  to  light 

unhid  W^i  .^"""''"1.'  We  were  not  sunicienTly 
united.     We  had  our  duties,  with  regard  to  England   to 

Pn  ^^H  f^"  °'^'"  '°  *™""  *'"'  '■'"•'«*'«'  of  •'"  power 
not T  ^^  ""'.T  '""^,'  *"■'?  ^"  ourselves.  Wo  could 
not  do  this  satisfactorily  or  efficiently  unless  wo  had  a 
Confederation      When    all    united,    the    enemy    would 

Tnee'L'^  '':;  fl^'t"^  ""^  P"'  "'  ">oso  provinces 
-Prince  tdward  Island  or  Canada-ho  would  have  to 

T3""  ''"'  M '"^'''"''f  ^'"'"8*''  "'  the  empire  clZdt 
-.parate,  would  bo,  although  comparatively  stronrin 
population  and  wealth,  in  a  dangerous  position  sh^u  d 
a  war  ensue.  When  we  had  organized  our  good  defensive 
force  and  united  for  mutual  protection,  England  woild 

He  hir'f  ^H"'K^°"'  '"^"  ""^  ''«"»"'«  for  our  5o7ence 

He  had  stated  before  audiences  in  the  Lower  Provinces 

olr^'/"p'''i''""°^'  population  and  weal  h  were 

concerned,  Canada  was  stronger  than  any  of  the  other 

TZfT-  ''"'  "*  '^'  """"  "™«  was  wLting  in  one 
one  aL^tr.?"'^  •'°  ?"'  ?""!  «>-'"'to»»-the  maritime 
of  ckn^H^  ;  '"'""8  '"  "•"  ^"«^  t'^«  and  commerce 
Of  Canada,  extensive  communication  with  Great  Britain 
at  aU  seasons  was  absolutely  ueoessary.     Twenty  years 
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aUuded  to  the  bondingVtem   whicTff  t^^^^"^'" 
position  remaining  separX^rwhUe  ThS'^beloZd  toth^ 

annexation  to  the  uSXT^'X^d"  L^^^^^ 
Jett'coSralion'^Te''  '''''"'T  -««-"%  in  tte 
Seal,  il;Xi^*LTfolWer:T^^^^^ 
propnetor  of  fho   H'.«^rop;s^%h'  thtTji  tt 


4 


*MiAim9hm.1fmitA--^S^.m 


FEAR  OF  AMERICAN  ANNEXATION       399 
d  °LT''°'"^  .^""^^^  *"  *te  British  of  Lower 

be  seen  fromihe  7th  art1L-'^r"'''?".P'''*«<^'  "^^  ^°"ld 

portion  as  the  Confederf^^is  extended     But  '"  ^""l 

ten'deT"-  TthT'.^'-  .'^  ^^'^  Confede'atToTbefnr'e" 
S'excepf  bylhe  '^^te"o7tZ^'''*\"°"'^«°  -'°  *"« 

that  it  was  for  the  inter"   Hf  t^*;:,  ■*J^«/<'?°'fd 
Hon.  Mr.  Cartier  said   he  was  Tiir).f       Tf  ,     . 
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fear  of  the  rights  of  their  class  being  jeopardized  under 
Confederation.  We  knew  their  object  in  this— that  they 
were  aware  that  as  soon  as  this  project  was  adopted,  there 
would  be  no  avail  in  any  cry  of  separation  to  form  a 
part  of  the  American  Union.  .  .  . 

Some  parties— through  the  press  and  by  other  modes 
--pretended  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  Federa- 
tion, on  account  of  the  differences  of  races  and  religions 
Those  who  took  this  view  of  the  question  were  in  error! 
It  was  just  the  reverse.     It  was  precisely  on  account 
of  the  variety  of  races,  local  interests,  etc.,  that  the 
Federation  system  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  and  would 
be  found  to  work  well.    We  were  in  the  habit  of  seeing 
m  some  public  journals,  and  hearing  from  some  public 
men,  that  it  was  a  great  misfortune  indeed  there  should 
be  a  difference  of  races  in  this  colony— that  there  should 
be  the  distinction  of   French   Canadian   from    British 
Canadian.    Now,  he  desired  on  this  point  to  vindicate 
the  rights,  the  merits,  the  usefulness,  so  to  speak,  of  those 
belonging  to  the  French  Canadian  race.     In  order  to 
bring  these  merits  and  this  usefuhiess  more  prominently 
before  his  hearers,  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  allude 
to  the  efforts  made  by  them  to  sustain  British  power 
on  this  continent,  and  to  point  out  their  adherence  to 
British  supremacy  in  trying  times.    We  were  all  con- 
versant with  the  history  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
brought  about  the  difiSculties  between  England  and  her 
former  American  colonies  in  1775.    Lower  Canada— or 
rather  he  should  say,  the  Province  of  Quebec,  for  the 
colony  was  not  then  known  by  the  name  of  Canada 
but  was  called  the  Province  of  Quebec,— contained  the 
most  dense  population  of  any  British  colony  in  North 
America  at  that  time.    The  accession  of  Lower  Canada 
was  of  course  an  object  of  envy  to  the  other  American 
colonies,  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  those  who 
had  resolved  to  overthrow  British  power  on  this  conti- 
nent to  induce  Canada  to  ally  herself  to  their  cause.    As 
early  as    1775,   the  French   Canadians  were  solemnly 
addressed  in  a  proclamation  by  General  Washington,  who 
called  upon  them  to  abandon  the  flag  of  their  new  masters 
inasmuch  as  they  could  not  expect  anything  from  those 
who  differed  from  them  in  language,  in  religion,  in  race 
and  in  sympathies.    But  what  was  the  conduct  of  the 
French   Canadian  people   under  these   ■ircumstanoes— 
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It  wasXht  r";S/t^«  tV  -d  the  seignior,  ? 
render  iulticetn  wt„^  ^  "''^P*^''  °^  °^  history  to 
to  ^yThlT^etZJZl  ^^  '*"^'  ""-^  "  ^-^^^th 
educated  class  of  our  ^n.^l/™!"?.:  "'  *hey  did,  the 
fully  understood  ?hatX  oWe^,"'  '^^^''"y  «Poch  had 
appealed  to  them  was  the  niS^'?''  f™  "'  *™e  who 
system  in  AnSa  A  few  vl^^"  f  the  monarchical 
that  time  since  the  transfer  of  fh«  ^  ^  ^''^  ."'^P'*"*  «* 
lation  from  the  (>own  of  P,    *he  country  and  its  popu- 

Britain  ;  but  even  wTtSin  thafr?  °  *^  ^°^"  "^  «>•«** 
were  enabled  to  a™recLe  th^  H  ""f"^"'  °^  *'""'■  they 
position,  notwithSS^he  fae^^^^  *'"'''  °«- 

struggling  and  complainiL     The*    ^*,'  ^''''^  *f"  «till 
clergy  and  aristocracv  had  ■..ndi^f'^  S^iu'  "^  '^''"  »'  the 
for  tiem  to  remain  Clprfhp'^^u^'' "  *^^ 
Crown  of  EngS  raTher  t ,-  ^"^'^  ""'^  Protestant 
They  were  pfoo{X^„Ttt^    %  ^"""'^  republicans. 
Washington;  and  Mtonl*^  '"k'?'"?  "^"^^  °f  George 
came  as^ invaders   they ^d^X  aalZ^'Jl'"''  ^"''"''''"^ 
of  Arnold,  Montg^mer?  and  oH-?^    ^**       ^"^""^  ^"'"^^ 
to  excite  hostilitf  to  Federation  on  /h  ^"^^Pj^  ^'^  made 
the  regime  of  a  localSaturo   ft  r^rl'^''''  ""-J*^' 
mmority  would  not  be  fe  Wv  He„H    ^fgh^h  Protestant 
the  way  in  which  the  Fr^^K  ^P^'t  with.     He  thought 
British  connect  on   when  there  ^J"""^r\^''''  «t°o<l  by 
the  province,  was  a  proof  that  tJ""'  ''Vi  ^'^  ^"tish  in 
deal  unjustly  now  C^LRrinJ '^•"''*.  "°*  "Attempt  to 

numbers  were  so  much  heater"  On'^v""*^'  ^l^™  their 
to  the  evidence  of  histoK  hf  ?^  ""'"  P^'nt,  appealing 
which  he  had  already  Yioted  At  1"°k'^''°".*'>«^^^^ 
were,  perhaps,  hard/a  Wundf^d  EShtTtestn? 

byterians  of  Montreal  of  aU  denomtaT.in..  K°Vi  't"!".^'''"  "^O  the  I'res- 
organized  themselves  into  a  ChuTh  aSdTn  ^h„f'n '"'■''  """^  ^'™™»"i 
he  aervice,  of  the  Hev.  John  S,,  A.  ,v  ?''°"''!8  ■''^''"''''''■■^d 
liocoUet BomanCathohc  Church  bmta  th^  'n'  ""«?  met  in  the 

the  edifice  which  is  now  known  aMheS.O^K"-''  "''"w^g  they  erected 
oldest  P„t^,^„j  ^j,^^^^  in  "he  proving;  T  "fi  ■''"'',  ^hurch-the 
find  them,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Sn.  'ti.'  f^^^  ™'""'^''  we 
preacniing  them  with  '  om  Bok  of  ca°dl"  "i"  ""!,  "^"""o'  Fathers, 
bogshead  of  Spanish  wine  at  £6  5,  °.  °'*'°''  '^  P°™'J«.  «'  8d.,  and  one 
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residents  in  Lower  Canada,  tlie  address  in  the  name  of 
Washington,  to  which  he  had  already  briefly  referred, 
was  circulated  throughout  the  country  by  Arnold's  invad- 
ing army.     It  made  the  most  earnest  appeals  to  the 
Lower  Canadians  to  join  the  other  colonies.  .  .  .    (The 
honourable  gentleman  here  read  a  number  of  extracts  from 
General  Washington's  proclamation,  addressed  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada.)    It  appeared  by  this  address  that 
the  most  tempting  offers  and  promises  had  been  made  by 
the  republican  general ;  but  they  had  failed,  nevertheless, 
to  accomplish  the  desired  effect.    This,  however,  was 
not  the  only  trait  of  this  nature  in  the  history  of  the 
French  Canadian  people.    There  was  another  despatch, 
or    rather    proclamation,    issued    in    1778,    by    Baron 
D'Estaing,  commander  of  thoFrench  fleet,  which  was  acting 
ir.  aid  of  the  American  revolutionary  party.    (The  honour- 
able gentleman  read  some  extracts  from  this  proclama- 
tion.) .  .  .    D'Estaing  had  appealed  to  their  ancestry  and 
their  prejudices  ;   he  had  invoked  the  names  of  L^vis 
and  Montcalm,  and  endeavoured  to  influence  their  clergy  ; 
but  the  French  Canadians  understood  their  position  too 
well.     If  they  had  their  institutions,  their  language  and 
their  religion  intact  to-day,  it  was  precisely  because  of 
their  adherence  to  the  British  Crown.     Had  they  yielded 
to  the  appeals  of  Washington  and  Baron  D'Estaing,  it 
is  probable  that  there  would  not  have  baen  now  a  vestige 
of  British  power  on  this  continent.     But,  with  the  dis- 
appearance   of    British    power,    they    too    would    have 
disappeared  as  French  Canadians.     These  historical  facts 
taught  that  there  should  be  a  mutual  feeling  of  gratitude 
from  the  French  Canadians  towards  the  British,  and 
from  the  British  towards  the  French  Canadians,  for  our 
present  position,  that  Canada  is  still  a  British  colony. 
He  had  had  occasion,  a  moment  ago,  to  refer  to  the 
French  Canadian  clergy  in  connection  with  D'Estaing's 
address,   and  he  would   say  this,  to  their  honour  and 
credit,  that,  if  to-day  Canada  was  a  portion  of  the  British 
Empire,  it  was  due  to  the  conservatism  of  the  French 
Canadian  clergy.     It  was  a  pleasure  to  him  thus  to  bo 
able  to  quote  from  these  old  documents  proofs  of  the 
honour,  loyalty,  and  Uberality  of  the  French  Canadian 
people.     He  was  as  devoid  of  prejudice  as  any  honour- 
able gentleman  in  this  House  ;    but  when  he  heard  or 
read  the  statements  occasionally  made,  that  there  was 
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that  the  Dower  th,7.  ^Kf  •    1  *°°  ">"<='»  Po^er,  and 

prejudice  TZ  British  ,^^0?"/'^  .'"'  •"^''  »°  *^« 
history  of  the  DMt    in  ^     ^testant  minority  —  the 
reply'o   such  Ittt,^  '"r"J:  ™**2f««-  *«»  tfie  best 
tempting  pr^lamX^"  i„  ^/^g"  and^t^«   '"'"^   *^ 
Canada  frequentiv   aiterwJl        j      '  *"*  *™*  wto 
instigation   of   Shfrnb^u    Ikd^^T  ^''''''J  "'"'^u  **   '^-^ 
clergy  and  our  aristocraot   th^i     .^^'^y^tte  ;    but   our 
these  days,  saw  that  Twi      l^l"™  °'  ""^  P""?'"  i" 
their   lot   with    thprtin.        ."°*  t^*"  interest  to  cast 
the  hollow^:  ,  of  d.™v     w'T^"'.-*^''^   '^0'- 
the  present  day  disc^sta^  .^„   ^^  '"""d  ourselves  at 
tion  of  the  Brirish  NortTAm.!- ^"^«°".°'  ^^^  ^«dera- 
great  Federation  of  t^eVnTteTstar^ror^     ^^"''  '^' 
broken  up  and  divided  aS  itself     Thp'^'"'''"'^'"*' 
ever,  this  important  diffSe  V"  kL     k^^^  Y*^'  ^ow- 
Bidering   the   action   at   tlTf        ^  observed  in  con- 
founded Federat  Zfor  the  t),,™   n^^"''     "^^"y   ^<^ 
peiyetuating  democracv  on  f^?    ^°*  "*"y^«  °"'  and 
WthebenefiroSrableto^nnr'Ti*  '  ■"•*  ^''>  ^^° 
in  action  during  a  pS  of  l^ITJ     P'*'" ''P'"''''''''"'^'" 
and  felt  cony^JrVt  tfuret  H^"*™'  ^^"^  '*'  '*"'''"'*«' 
could  not  be  cond     ive  to  thi^„»  '"°"^*"'  institutions 
nations.     We  wen         n„     j-     P^""  ^"'^  prosperity  of 
presented  to  Z       ^smZ^'T^  ^  g^eat^obC 
democratic  principles     Our  Xn,nf  °'^^l  *°  P'°Pagate 
of  forming  a  Federation^fh  1  "^'  "?"  ^°'"  *<'  P"'Pose 

tTr£iivr£  £fr-n"e^«  t 

io&the^X^'^fV"^^^^^^^^ 
rule  ofthe  populafe^  Fv«r  ^^^  ^"i°^  t'^"  ^ob,  the 
with  the  SfateUiW^Sr°? '"'''' ^'''*«°"^«^^ 
writers  must  have  learned  tht.T"^"  n'*''.'"''"^"  a"d 
the  governmentif  powers  Lad  h^^  ''^  f'^"'""'*  *^^' 
owing  to  the  introdSn  of  n^i  ^^"T^^""  extended, 
rule  had  consTqSly  suppla„^^^^^^  '^^'^  -""b 

and  we  now  sal  the  sad  Zc?ade  ^J'""**",  authority  ; 
civil  war,  and  brethren  fithHnt!  •  "."P^n'ry  torn  by 
question  for  u.  to  t"oSvls  "^Tl^^^-ji 
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content  to  remain  separate — shall  we  be  content  to 
maintain  a  mere  provincial  existence,  when,  by  com- 
bining together,  we  could  become  a  great  nation  ?  It 
had  never  yet  been  the  good  fortune  of  any  group  of 
communities  to  secure  national  greatness  with  such 
facility.  In  past  ages,  warriors  had  struggled  for  years 
for  the  addition  to  their  country  of  a  smgle  province. 
We  had,  too,  for  instance,  in  our  own  days,  the  case  of 
Napoleon  III.,  who,  after  great  expenditure  of  blood 
and  treasure  in  the  Italian  difficulty,  had  acquired 
Savoy  and  Nice,  by  which  he  had  obtained  an  addition 
of  nearly  one  million  inhabitants  to  France — only  one 
million  souls,  and  if  any  person  were  for  a  moment  to 
make  a  calculation  of  the  value  of  the  provinces  acquired 
on  one  side,  and  the  great  cost  on  the  other,  he  would  at 
once  see  the  great  disproportion  between  the  one  and  the 
other,  and  so  ascertain  the  fact  that  the  territory  acquired 
did  not  compensate  the  outlay. 

Here,  in  British  North  America,  we  had  five  different 
communities  inhabiting  five  separate  colonies.  We  had 
the  same  sympathies,  and  we  all  desired  to  live  under 
the  British  Crown.  We  had  our  commercial  interests 
besides.  It  was  of  no  use  whatever  that  New  Bruns- 
wick, Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  should  have 
their  several  custom  houses  against  our  trade,  or  that 
we  should  have  custom  houses  against  the  trade  of 
those  provinces.  In  ancient  times,  the  manner  in 
which  a  nation  grew  up  was  different  from  that  of 
the  present  day.  Then  the  first  weak  settlement  in- 
creased into  a  village,  which,  by  turns,  became  a  town 
and  a  city,  and  the  nucleus  of  a  nation.  It  was  not  so 
in  modem  times.  Nations  were  now  formed  by  the 
agglomeration  of  communities  having  kindred  interests 
and  sympathies.  Such  was  our  case  at  the  present 
moment.  Objection  had  been  taken  to  the  scheme  now 
under  consideration,  because  of  the  words  "  new  nation- 
ality." Now,  when  we  were  united  together,  if  union 
were  attained,  we  would  form  a  political  nationality  with 
which  neither  the  national  origin,  nor  the  religion  of  any 
individual,  would  interfere.  It  was  lamented  by  some 
that  we  had  this  diversity  of  races,  and  hopes  were  ex- 
pressed that  this  distinctive  feature  would  cease.  The 
idea  of  unity  of  races  was  Utopian — it  was  impossible. 
Distinctions   of    this    kind    would    always    exist.    Dis- 
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circumstances,  would  any  one  nrPtlnH  tl,  ^     •1'^  '"?^ 

SL°'  ^Xf  «~?wrirsa*'c?L^'t;  t 
justice  !     What  would  be  the  consequence    even  ,nn 

^here     ^^ZTtn^s  LrC^  crdforl^^n^ 

^Ms  wouM\:"^f "'"P* *.° deprivTthe rainorityof  he^ 
nghts  would  be  at  once  thwarted.     Under  the  FeS 
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Bvstem,  granting  to  the  control  of  the  General  Government 
these  large  questions  of  general  interest  in  which  the  differ- 
ences of  race  or  religion  had  no  place,  it  could  not  be  pre- 

Z?  fw;,'"-  y*  "?!  *.°  ^^""^  *  ^^n"'*!  Parliament  to 
deal  with  the  matters  of  defence,  tariff,  excise,  public  works 
and  these  matters  absorbed  all  individual  interest.  Now 
tV7^  T^-  *°if  ««lf-«'y'«d  nationalists  who  accused 
tT  "V  n  ""?  fif'y-eight  counties  in  Lower  Canada  to 
John  Bull,  and  his  honourable  colleague  beside  him 
(Hon.  Mr.  Brown)-he  wou  1  ask  them,  under  what 
supposition  could  they  think  it  possible  for  any  injustice 

He  came  now  to  the  subject  of  Local  Governments. 
We  could  easUy  understand  how  a  feeling  against  the 
Federation  project  was  raised  in  the  miSds  of  a  few 
of  the  British  residents  of  Lower  Canada  by  fears  of 
such  difficulties  as  those  which  occurred  in  the  days  of 
Mr.  Papineau    relative  to  the  passing  of  laws  relating 
to  commercial  matters.    These  difficulties  had  been  of 
a  very  inconvenient  nature,  Mr.  Papineau  not  being  a 
commercial  man,  and   not   understanding  the   import- 
ance of  these  measures.    He  considered  Mr.  Papiieau 
was  right  m  the  struggle  he  maintained  against  the 
oligarchy  at  that  time  in  power;  but  he  had  never 
approved  of  the  course  he  took  with  reference  to  com- 
mercial matters   and  in  opposition  to  measures  for  the 
improvement  of  the  country.    But  this  precedent  could 
not  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  Federation,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  be  for  the  General  Government  to  deal  with  our 
commercial    matters.     There   could   be   no   reason   for 
well-grounded  fear  that  the  minority  could  be  made  to 
suffer  by  means  of  any  laws  affecting  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty.   If  any  such  enactments  were  passed,  they  would 
fall  upon  the  whole  community.     But  even  supposinc 
such  a  thing  did  occur,  there  was  a  remedy  provided 
under  the  proposed  Constitution.    The  magnitude  of  the 
scheme  now  submitted  was,  perhaps,  thi  reason  why 
those  who  had  not  made  themselves  conversant  with  the 
question  felt  some  apprehension  in  contemplating  it  ■ 
but,  when  we  came  to  discuss  it  clause  by  clausl,  he 
would  be  ready  to  state  that  no  interest  would  be  harmed 
m  any  way  if  Federation  took  place.     It  was  true  that 
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?he  el'tZe  men   fh*"'  '^PP';?^''!   "f  «"   moderate  me". 

tmmmm 

"toon  «.d  «iio„..i,y  «Jy  "toSyri  'Sir,'' 

cCv     wf  1    I      ^"m  *'«^°  jnade  to  the  opinion  of  the 

waXcS.r  f'^°"'''^ty  ^^^^  **>«  opinion  of  the  clerg^ 
was  lor  Confederation.  Those  who  were  hich  in  authoritv 
as  well  as  those  who  occupied  more  humble  posHions  were 
m  favour  of  Federation, not  dnly  because  thevsTw  7n?t 

was'"toVtrt'h^-''"p,^".  "'"y  '^^"^  1«".  but  betlu  e 
was  just  to   their  Protestant   fellow-subjects  aa   well. 
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and  trnlt  "PP°?|."°"  '"  ».»»»'«  of  Political  duinaion 
and  trouble  wa»  the  general  feeling  of  the  clerav  and 
bccau8e  they  Baw  in  Confederation**  Bolution  y'tho.o 
tfnahZ  t'"^  ^'^  r'""^  f°'  «"»"  time  Sue  Cm 
Priifot  Th^  rl  'I?*""'  '••"y  *""'  '"vourable  to'^the 
«,Tf  ;■;:  '*"'•  '•owevcr.  was  that  when  we  saw 
such  extreme  opponents  a,  Mr.  Clerk,  of  the  True  Wiln^7 
Mr.  Douga  11  of  the  Witnes..  and  the  young  g^tlemen  of 
the  ImMut  Canadien  combined  to  resist  Confcderatkm 

widely  different  results-we  might  looTc  upon  this  fact 

of  "ott;?r  """^^  the  stronlest  argum^n^s^n   alou; 
ot  Confederation.     We  had,  on  the  other  hand    all  the 

nnt   ^f  „*  '''*'"8y'  f^^ourable  to  Federation.     H^did 

lie  0^0^";  TT/"  '"^  **>"*  '•""«  ^"'^  °ot  rfspeot 
ever  was  that  i""/'  P'^J''",'-'^'''"  •>«  ^i^  mean.Lw- 
refe^Jd  to  **"*™'  *PP'°'"''  ^'■°'°  ">«  «'»»«« 

tin^tlvTo  T°'h'''  ''"  ?'«'''  ""  *""  «tate  most  dis- 
h°  uAited  St.tfrT™*^"-  'y'*""  ''•''"''  "•'tained  in 
A^o  •  ^i*"*^',-     ^"  this   country  of  British  North 

America  we  should  have  a  distinct  form  of  government 
the  characteristic  of  which  would  be  to  posse*ssThn,o„- 
th  rr:;L  notTh  .^•'r.^t'^l'^  ConfeIeratTo„  ,^3. 
woufd  he  TJ^l  ^*'*.  1,?'"  ^"'  '•>**  °"'  Government 
prestL  a^d  ^n™ ''""i"^'"-*'"''*  "  *°"'<1  have  more 
C«*  'tS  <'°"""»°<1  more  respect  from  our  neigh- 
p^rwh^hi-r"*  ,r^'  V"**"'  the*^  American  form-the 
ST  th^  ihs£?  V'  "^""^^  ^°'^^^  th"  g'^-'t  defect- 

ohorenT  r^L^H  .  °'  the  United  States  Government 
onosen  ?    Candidates  came  forward,  and  of  course  each 

ZLZ"^  "^"""^  ""^  "'"fi^  "«  corrupt,  ignorant  Tn- 
S  »*"^i'°r°"''y  ''y  the  opposite*^  party  Xeof 
them  attained  the  presidential  chair;  but'^eve'^  whSe  S, 
that  position  he  was  not  respected  by  those  who  had 

lir^J^'l  '''"'T'  f""  ^''"'"^'J  to^ake  him  appeal 
the  most  corrupt   and  contemptible  being  in  creation 

wol"  71'"^  T'"  "°'  P^°'^'«'«  ''"  execXT  head  who 
ministers  might  be  abused  and  assailed  ;  but  that  abuse 
never  reached  the  Sovereign.     Whether  we  were  maSe  a 
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kingdom  or  a  viocroyaltv— what.iv,.i-  «.>« 

collcllgu"  had   so  ab  V  sraTedT?""-'  "^  '"'  ''""o-^blo 

empire— has    been   an    <.m«  1  ''"1'"™'®°  '^'W  the  game 
been,  indewl    of  the  nZf  •     .I"^«'-<"'loniai    trade   has 

,  wnue,  mstead  of  having  payments  made,  as  they 
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•w  now,  through  Lombard  Street,  they  will  bo  made 
through  our  own  banker*  in  Montreal  and  eluewhere. 
If  we  re<}mre  to  find  an  example  of  the  bcnefiti.  of  fn* 
rommercial  intercourse,  we  need  not  look  beyond  the 
effeetH  that  have  followed  from  the  working  of  the 
Keciproo.ty  Treaty  with  the  United  States.  In  one 
uliort  year  from  the  time  when  that  treaty  came  into 
operotion.  our  trade  in  the  natural  productions  of  the  two 

^rs9n'2.''Z^''"'  '"""  '"^  *■""  W.000.000  to  upward, 
of  820,000,000  per  annum,  and  now,  when  we  are  threat- 
ened with  an  mterruption  of  that  trade— when  we  have 
reason  to  fear  that  the  action  of  the  Unitod  States  will 
prove   hostile   to   the   continuance   of   fr,      commercial 
relations  with  this  country— when  we  know  that  the 
consideration  of  this  question  is  not  grounded  on  just 
views   of   the   material   advantages   resulting   to   each 
country— but  that  the  irritation  connected  with  political 
events  exorcises  a  predominant  influence  over  the  minds 
of  Amencan  statesmen,'  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pro- 
vide  if  possible,  other  outlets  for  our  productions      If 
we  have  reason  to  fear  that   one  door  is  about  to  be 
closed  to  our  trade,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  endeavour 
to  m>en  another  ;  to  provide  againat  a  coming  evil  of  the 
lund  feared  by  timely  expansion  in  another  direction  • 
to  seek  by  free  trade  with  our  own  fellow-colonists  for 
a  continued  and  uninterrupted  commerce  which  will  not 
be  liable  to  be  disturbed  at  the  capricious  will  of  any 
foreign  country.     On  this  ground,  therefore,  we  may  well 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  union  between  these 
colonies  is  demanded  alike  on  account  of  their  extensive 
resources,  and  beoauso  of  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
thy  stand  relatively  to  each  other,  to  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  United  States.     All  these  are  questions  which 
tall  within  the  province  of  the  General  Government   as 
proposed  m  the  resolutions  before  the  House,  and  what- 
ever may  be  the  doubts  and  fears  of  any  one  with  respect 
to  the  details  of  the  organization  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  work  the  new  system  of  Confederation,  no  one  can 
doubt  that  the  great  interests  of  trade  and  commerce  will 
be  best  promoted  and  developed  by  being  entrusted  to 

R^.i^f  f  S"  ?""'  '""""'  '"'  "■«  American  denuncislion  of  the 
S,>i!^K  a^  Twsty  wa.  aiiger  at  Canadian  mauife.tationa  of  .ympathy 
with  the  South  during  the  Civil  War.  •j'"F»"'J' 
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ill 
°nTe.^"'"'  ^'^''-  *'"'"'  *"'  *'*'■'  ""-"  '"  tho  eommon 

»L  »k   «      '"" ''  "•'"■•">— "lo  ftgitfttionn  in  the  country 

3?l',^ranTtirir'" '^''"" '•''"'"''"-'*'«-'"''' «"d'^^ 

aiHooril  and  tlio  abuHO  of  many  yearn,— aro  all  oomni-n 

.  n  J""  Attorni-y-Onenvl  for  Upper  Canada  an 
well  a«  the  Attorney-General  f„r  Lower  (Canada  in  ad- 
dreHHing  the  Houne  lart  night,  were  anxiou"  to  hive  it 
understood  that  thin  scheme  for  uniting  BrLhAralrica 
""tnt"?  S"^:™™""'.  i"  something  diffeiv,n  from  •'  re- 
presentation by  popuation,"-i8  Something  different 
ot^Th.  /Z    '""l'°"'y."-but  is  in  fact  the  v!ry  Xme 

fhoni^  '  •  »''T«fy  w«ll  that  my  honourable  friends 
Whnf.HT""' V**"  '•;'  '^^  ^"S"  «^a™  they  have  con- 
but  I  coul7not\'"f'""2«  '^  "Tl''^ '«''°"  the  House  ; 
tM«  »».  i  •  ^"'P  '^1''<"'n8  while  they  spoke,  that  if 
this  was  their  very  scheme  in  1858,  they  succeeded 
wonderfully  in  bottling  it  up  from  all  the  world  except 

oTaTt' till  iToVunn'fh""'  ""'P  ^-«"'"'"8  that^'o  hTd 
to  wait  till  1804  until  this  mysterious  plant  of  1858  was 
forced  to  fruitton.    For  myself,  sir,  I  care  no    who  gets 

e^'tur'^s  of  al  '"thr'"''"'^'^'  '"''r^i'  contains';!;:  ge 
th.  u  f  ♦  .  suggestions  that  have  been  made  in 

the  whnW  'I-""'"  ""'  »««''""«'"  of  our  tronbles  ;  and 
the  whole  feeling  in  my  mind  now  is  one  of  joy  and  thank- 

fluen.e  tV^T  *r  '"""'*  ™«"  °f  position  and"n- 
fluence  in  Canada  who,  at  a  moment  of  serious  crisis 
had  nerve  and  patriotism  enough  to  cast  aside  poUtoai 

Vth^t'^-  *°  ^T'^  Porsona^consideratioT  and  un  te 
for  the  accomplishment  of  a  measure  so  fraught  ^th 
advantage  to  tteir  common  country.  It  was  aTld  IteD 
Ters  of  1"  T**"*  f"''  °^  P"blioTeeling  Cmany  mem^ 
bers  of  the  House  to  vote  for  the  Constitutional  Com- 
mittee moved  for  by  me  last  session-it  was  a  very  boTd 
step  for  many  of  the  members  of  that  committee  toVeai; 
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matyto  Xn«  f,f  "P""  '*-"  ""^  "  ««"  »«''d«  thing  for 
many  to  place  their  names  to  the  report  that  emanit«l 

tests,  but  three  candidates  dared  to  sKw  themselves 
sctme  *td^ofthesi\°PP°''*'°"  •  *°  ^r^G^trmln 
one-succTeded  in^^di^^j:,^  "iTth"'  T^  """-""^^ 
for  the  Lower  Hous'^t?  o^ tndfdlt^e'^n  SrTie":? 
pohtics  ventured  to  oppose  the  scheme,  and  I  hone  th^t 
even  he  will  yet  cast  his  vote  in  favour  of  ConfSat^on 
Twfp  *^«"'y:fi^"  «'«ctoral  contests,  fourt^„wet7n 

y^/,^""*'**'  -."*  "°'  "'  ""«  °f  them  did  a  candTda  e 
appear  m  opposition  to  our  scheme     Anrf  Ipt  it  k„    u 
served  how  large  a  portion  of  the  coun^  these  twen?v" 
five  electoral  districts  embraced.     It  is  tr^e  thr*  th^ 

^f^run'ir^^rr'f  T  nr'""'"'^''^^^^^^ 

elbrrd':;  ftUtnt'r^^^uX'  ^^the  f^t""^ 
stituencies,  therefore,  into  /wch  Canada  idivd^"?"; 
reprosen  ation  in  this  chamber,  not  fewTr  than  «ty  hat 
been  called  on  since  our  scheme  was  announced  tn  ifrl 
nounoe  at  the  polls  their  verdict  upon  it  Md  at  f  h«  wf?" 
of  them  but  four  candidates  o7both  tfdes  of  Im-'! 
ventured  to  give  it  opposition.  Was  I  not  riX  then  ?n 
asserting  that  the  electors  of  Canada  had,  "n  the  mos^ 
marked  manner,  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  scheSe  ? 
And  will  honourable  gentlemen  deny  that  the  people "nd 
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countries  into  all  the  horrors  of  civil  wT  We  a™  «tr?^ 
to  do  peacefully  and  satisfactor  v  what  HnZi       f 

issues  hardly   ess  momentous  than  those  that  have  ront 

tt  ^^7:s.^^v^  r  nTth»Fr ' 

great  cause  of  thankfulness  thai  we  W  founi  i^r.^^' 
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t^tj^^    l?u  ^^^'T.one  of  us  endeavour  to  rise  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  ocoasion,  and  earnestly  seek  to  deal  with 
this  question  to  the  end  in  the  same"^  candid  and  eon 
oiliatory  spirit  m  which,  so  far,  it  has  been  discussed  ? 

hZJ^A  ^^i'^-  ^  *^*  parallels  in  history.  One 
hundred  years  have  passed  away  since  these  province^ 
became  by  conquest  part  of  the  British  Empire.     I  speak 

a  painful  thougk-what  was  then  the  fortune  of  war  of 
well  for^t^??^^  nation  might  have  been  ours  on  tha 
well-fought  field.  I  recall  those  olden  times  merelv  to 
^ctLtn'tl*''"'  here  sit  to-day  the  descendants  o/ the 
JifTa  *''''  y^"1"«'»ed  in  the  fight  of  1759,  with  all 
hlif'^rT"'  of  .I»?8«fg«.  religion,  civil  law,  and  soefal 

r^L^rT  -t  to-day  seeking  amicably  to  find  i 
yZlt^  T  constitutional  evils  and  injustice  oom- 
&H  nl~u^  ,^^  vanquished  ?  No,  sir-but  com- 
plained  of  by  the  conquerors  !  Here  sit  the  renre- 
sentatives  of  the  British  population  claiming  justf^e- 
only  justice;  and  here  si^  ?he  representative  of  the 
wWW^°^'^f',,°L  ^"l^'^^g  in  the  French  tongue 
whether   we  shall  have  it.i     One   hundred  years   hfve 

f^^-^V'^y  Tl^  ^^^  conquest  of  Quebec,  but  bereft 
the  children  of  the  victor  and  the  vanquished,  all  avow- 
ing hearty  attachment  to  the  British  Crown-a  1  ear^I°tTv 
deliberating  how  we  shall  best  extend  the  bless^  S 
British  institutions— how  a  great  people  mav  be  ^ab 
Lshed  on  this  continent  in  close  and  hearty^connecHon 
with  Great  Britain.     Where,  sir,  in  the  page  of  Co^ 

i^t.  ^l  M**  "  P"*""'  *°  *'^'  ^  Will  it  not  standasTn 
imperishable  monument  to  the  generosity  of  British  rule" 
And  It  IS  not  m  Canada  alone  that  this  scene  is  beine 
witnessed.     Four   other   colonies    are    at    this    moment 

ItJl  i^-  ^^  dehberating  with  us  how  they  may 
best  discharge  the  great  duty  entrusted  to  their  handf 
and  give  heir  aid  in  developing  the  teeming  resources  of 
these  vast  possessions.    And  well,  Mr.  Speaker,  may  the 
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work  we  have  unitedly  proposed  rouse  the  ambition  and 
energy  of  every  true  man  in  British  America.  Look,  sir 
at  the  map  of  the  continent  of  America,  and  mark  that 
islMid  (Newfoundland)  commanding  the  month  of  the 

w  II    '"'![  *''.*,*  *''"™*  ""*'  °"f  continent  in  twain. 
Well,  sir,  that  island  is  equal  in  extent  to  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal.     Cross  the  straits  of  the  mainland,  and  you 
touch  the  hospitable  shores  of  Nova  Scotia,  a  country  as 
large  as  the  kingdom  of  Greece.    Then  mark  the  sister 
province  of  Now  Brunswick-equal  in  extent  to  Denmark 
and  Switzerland  combined.     Pass  up  the  river  St.  Law- 
pTA    *    it"^*'  Canada-a  country  as  large  as  France. 
Pass  on  to  Upper  Canada.-twenty  thousand  square  miles 
larger  than  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  put  together 
Cross  over  the  continent  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  and 
you  are  in  British  Columbia,  the  land  of  golden  promise 
—equal  in  extent  to  the  Austrian  Empire.     I  speak  not 
now  of  the  vast  Indian  Territories  that  lie  between- 
greater  m  extent  than  the  whole  soil  of  Russia— and  that 
will  ere  long,  I  trust,  be  opened  up  to  civilization  under 
«ie   auspices   of   the   British   American   Confederation. 
WeU,  sir,  the  bold  scheme  in  your  hands  is  nothing  less 
than  to  gather  all  these  countries  into  one— to  organize 
them  all  under  one  government  with  the  protection  of 
the  British  flag,  and  in  heartiest  sympathy  and  affection 
with  our  feUow-subjects  in  the  land  ihat  gave  us  birth 
Our  scheme  IS  to  establish  a  government  that  will  seek 
to  turn  the  tide  of  European  emigration  into  this  northern 
naif  of  the  American  continent— that  will  strive  to  de- 
velop Its  great  natural  resources  —  and  that  will  en- 
&ghou°t  ZT^i""'^^^'''"'*  ^'-'^'o^'  and  Christianity 
No  constitution  ever  framed  was  without  defect :   no 
act  of  human  wisdom  was  ever  free  from  imr-erfeotion  : 
no  amount  of  talent  and  wisdom  and  integrity  com- 
bined m  preparing  such  a  scheme  could  have  placed 
It  beyond  the  reach  of  criticism.    And  the  framers  of 
this  scheme  had  immense  special  difficulties   to  over- 
come.    We  had  the  prejudices  of  race  and  language 
and  religion  to  deal  with  ;  and  we  had  to  encounter 
all  the  rivalries  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  all  the 
jealousies  of  diversified  local  interests.     To  assert,  then 
that  our  scheme  is  without  fault,  would  be  follv      It 
was  necessarily  the  work  of  concession  ;  not  one  of  the 
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thirty-throe  framers  but  had,  on  aome  points,  to  yield 
hiB  opinions  ;  and,  for  myself,  I  f reely  adm  t  thit  I 
struggled  earnestly,  for  days  together,  to  have  portions 
altV-ir'.r*''=',r*  ..«"*•  ^'  Speaker,  aJmitt^g 
tn  J^-  f ""  m"8  .*"  *>  difficulties  that  beset  usi 
«i  *^  *  ^.  '■™"'''/u  ^^^^  •^*f'"'*«  *"  'he  measure  exist-I 
IW  ■  5  °«  *'^^  ^^^"^^  *»  »  «'l»o'e.  it  has  my  cordial 
enthusiastic  support,  without  hesitation  or  reservation: 

JtZ^    '""  ^''"'"P'i^h  "11.  """l  more  than  all.  tha 
^L^   »v    1'°  ':?"*8  ^""8'^*  *«  •"'"I"  of  parliamentary 
reform,  ever  hoped  to  see  accomplished,    f  believe  that 
while  granting  security  for  local  interests,  it  will  give  free 
Tr^.  f"""  <=»"yng  °"t  the  will  of  the  whole  plople  in 

Sl'?n  r  ' Vp*-*.  '■'  ^"'  ^'"^  ''''"'"  'he  bonds  tiiat 
un  te  us  to  Great  Britam-and  that  it  will  lay  the  foun- 

»eoT  t%  -f^l'^re  °^  "  P°*<'rf"'  and  prosperous 
people.     And  if  the  House  will  allow  me  to  trespass  to 

fi.^ Tifl  f*  """™al  degree  on  its  indulgence,  I  am  satis- 
Mrl  t  .  ean.elearly  establish  that  su!h  ari  the  results 
fairly  to  be  anticipated  from  the  measure 

„Jh^^^T  V''°,^'^^l".  *hich  this  scheme  may  be  re- 
garded, namely,  the  existing  evils  it  will  remedy,  and  the 
new  advantages  it  will  secure  for  us  as  a  peoplf.  7et  „s 
begm  by  examining  its  remedial  provisions.  First  then 
It  applie^  a  complete  and  satisfactory  remedy  to  the  in- 
tat?r  Vt  """''^^S  T^T  "'  P^'-li'^nentary  represen- 
tation. The  people  of  Upper  Canada  have  bitterlv 
complained  that  though  they  numbered  four  hundred 
thousand  souls  more  than  the  population  of  £^wer 
Canada,  and  though  they  have  contributed  three  or  four 
rjunds  to  the  general  revenue  for  every  pound  con- 
send  t^fpL*  "'^'  P™''""^'  y^*  *he  Lower  Canadians 
sena  to  Parliament  as  many  representatives  as  thev  do 

fn'l^"''  -^^  *"«»«"«  in  your  bands  brings  this  injustice  to 
an  end  ;-it  sweeps  away  the  lino  of  demarcation  between 
the  two  sections  on  all  matters  common  to  the  whole  pro- 
l^T'i  e7.«8  5epresentation  according  to  numbers  wter- 
Z^l  °""^  "  ^''^  ^"""^  "^  Assembly;  and  it  provides  a 
simple  and  convenient  system  for  readjusting  the  repre- 
sentation after  each  decennial  census  .  .  .     Hitherto  we 

Ihe  tS™  ^'!f%h^^^  '""'"  P*y\"8  »  ^ast  proportion  of 
the  taxes,  wi  I,  kittle  or  no  control  over  the  expenditure. 

rul'rl  I '!  *?'  ,hy  °"'"  i"»t  influence  in  the  Lower 

Chamber,  we  shaU  hold  the  purse  strings.    If  from  this 
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of  Lower  Cada  m°  v  o3?  -""?'*'  "^^"^  °'"  ^ond" 
we  shaU,  at  ^v  "ate   hZ"^""T.'°  *•>«■'•  i"t"e9t8. 

before,  to  pr^ent  thim  7    PT"""'.  '''"'*  «^«  "«'«'  had 
fair  one  and  am  Der«narf«^'  ♦»,  .  •.     ..^"^  compromise  a 

expressed.    I  have  alwa™  »r  ^^'^   ''®™  °ften 

elective  chamber  and  iZ  '"'^".,0PP<"«d  to  a  second 
that  two  elertive  ho„J=  ^  '*■"•  ^"'"^  ">«  conviction 
working  of  thrBrUbTnarlrr''*""'  ^''^  "•«  "ght 
almost  alone  against  tlfeoht^"''''/  ^n*"'"-  ^  ^°<*d, 
made  elective,  d  have  HvSTn'''"'"  *'  ^"""^^  ''^ 
those  who  did^he  deed  wish^hadTo/'h''^*J"''^°"*7  °f 
quite  true,  and  I  am  ciml  f«  1  t  "?' ^^°  done.  It  is 
evils  antic  pated  from  the  ch.n^^°T'"'«u  ">  ">»*  '"^"y 
adopted,  h^ve  no  Teen  reaS'  "'iT.^^  "T"'"  ^'^ 
men  of  the  hiehcst  oW.!,/  J  '"^''y  ''dmit  that 

brought  into  the  Councflbvfhrf  r'"°"  '"'^«  l-"*" 
is  eqSally  true  that  the  system  nf'^^ /y''™'  ''"'  " 
into  it  men  of  the  hXh^T  I  ^PP^'^tment  brought 
Whether  appointed  bvfl^n,  '""■*"**''  *"<*  P°«ition. 

people,  sinc^eTe  i^troLction^rnlr  '^''.''^  ^^  *''« 
ment,  the  men  who  W^.J,  parliamentary  govern- 

honour  to  any  leiririlt,.m  ;„  .T  '^''°,?'0>''d  have  done 
most  fearedTas  That  Z  T  *^%r°rfd.  But  what  we 
be  elected  uS  ptty  resn^^'-K-rl- *  Councillors  would 

spirit  would  "oon?rwS"ifth'''V  ^k"*  "  P"*'^"" 
the  right  would  soon  hp!i      *  *?«  "hamber ;  and  that 

with  tL  Hou^triney ZrVatZ'^r'  "T '°' 
realized  to  any  danRerous  Ltin;      p  *  ■  *I  ^'^  "°'  •»«"" 

Nor  can  weTr^e^  tl mt  X  °i\"'r'"«  t'"""«^  '°^  "  ? 
that  chamber  SIduXtha/'?hf  I ""''"''""  .''''°'<'  ■"*° 
appointed  mergers  exerokoS    ^^^  ^^m  ""mber  of  old 
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the  Council  are  gradually  passing  away,  and  when  the 
elective  element  becomes  supreme,  who  will  venture 
to  affirm  that  the  Council  would  not  claim  that  power 
over  money  bills  which  this  House  claims  as  of  right 
belonging  to  itself  ?  Oou'.d  they  not  justly  say  that  they 
represent  the  people  as  well  as  we  do,  and  that  the  control 
of  the  purse  strings  ought,  therefore,  to  belong  to  them 
as  much  as  to  us  1  It  is  said  they  have  not  the  power. 
But  what  is  to  prevent  them  from  enforcing  it  ?  Sup- 
pose we  had  a  conservative  majority  here,  and  a  reform 
majority  above — or  a  conservative  majority  above  and  a 
reform  majority  here— all  elected  under  party  obliga- 
tions—what is  to  prevent  a  deadlock  between  the 
chambers  ?  It  may  be  called  unconstitutional — but 
what  is  to  prevent  the  Councillors  (especially  if  they  feel 
that  in  the  dispute  of  the  hour  they  have  the  country  at 
their  back)  from  practically  exercising  all  the  powers 
that  belong  to  us  ?  They  might  amend  our  money  bills, 
they  might  throw  out  all  our  bills  if  they  liked,  and  bring 
to  a  stop  the  whole  machinery  of  government.  And 
what  could  we  do  to  prevent  them  ?  .  .  . 

The  second  feature  of  this  scheme  as  a  remedial 
measure  is,  that  it  removes,  to  a  large  extent,  the  in- 
justice of  which  Upper  Canada  has  complained  in  financial 
matters.  We  in  Upper  Canada  have  complained  that 
though  we  paid  into  the  public  treasury  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  whole  revenue,  we  had  less  control 
over  the  system  of  taxation  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  moneys  than  the  people  of  I.«wer  Canada.  Well, 
sir,  the  scheme  in  your  hand  remedies  that.  The  absurd 
line  of  separation  between  the  provinces  is  swept  away 
for  general  matters  ;  we  are  to  have  seventeen  additional 
members  in  the  house  that  holds  the  purse  ;  and  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country,  wherever  they  reside,  will  have 
their  just  share  of  influence  over  revenue  and  expenditure. 
We  have  also  complained  that  immense  sums  of  public 
money  have  been  systematically  taken  from  the  public  chest 
for  local  purposes  of  Lower  Canada,  in  which  the  people 
of  Upper  Canada  had  no  interest  whatever,  though  com- 
pelled to  contribute  three-fourths  of  the  cash.  Well,  sir, 
this  scheme  remedies  that.  All  local  matters  are  to  be 
banished  from  the  General  Legislature ;  local  govern- 
ments are  to  have  control  over  local  affairs,  and  if  our 
friends  in  Lower  Canada  choose  to  be  extravagant,  thev 
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wMe  the  other  speX  "  •  hereaftertt"  ^T  "'^  ""'' 
"pend  and  they  who  spend  more  than  7h  *•""  ^^  *'" 
nave  to  bear  the  bmnf      it  °*"  '"^y  ought  will 

plish  this,  if  we  h^'-accl'^n'!^  e^''* 'hi4  to'^aocom- 
&  we  look  back  on  ot  "oS^'j^  C^'fi'?**  ""'"'-''" 
think  it  will  be  acknowledged  th»*fl"'  '^'*^*"  y**"-  I 
petrated   were   of  a  S   ehlr»A^^  ff^"*"'*  J°''»  P«r- 

contests  wereabout1ocrl«e™  th^r.-''''^  °"  '^«"<"'t 
jealousies  and  indiRnaSonT  it!^         !'i"'*^  "P  sectional 
further  complaine?  th«Mf  »       ^^^P"''  ''^P"'-     ^'e  have 
for  some  CS^fr '"^7'". P™P«''y  demanded 
equivalent  sum  had  to  he  r^'^-  '".""^  "^"'"on,   an 
an  offset-thereby  e^tamn^PSrSS"*"''  *°  ">«  ""^er  as 
unnecessarily  incrLlmr  th«^„^^?f l  "P*"'*''"''*'.  and 
scheme  puts^aSend^  that'^    Ea.f ''*'    .^«"'  »'■•-  '^s 
termine  for  itself  its  Z,  wants   anH  f^JT"  "  '°  ^e- 
to  meet  them  from  its3n  reso  LL      b  ^""^  ^''^  ™°n''y 
that  though  true  it  is  "h^uZZl,   ^"*'  '''■  ^ ""»  toW 
rated  and  the  burderof  locaT  «f,f  *^  v  *■""  *°  ^e  eepa- 
local  shoulders,  we  have  made  an  ^"'^  "li"  ^'"^^  "P"" 
principle  in  providing  that  a  ^nh^f^  "^''/P"?"  f^m  that 
head  shall  be  taken  from  the  f„H^.  "^u^'S'^y  "^"^^  P-r 
to  the  local  governments  ?orW»^™'  "''<'"'  *"''  granted 
this  is  the  fact  ™and  I  do  l„t  h^"7r'-     Undoubtedly 
would  have  been  better  if  ^1^'^*^"  *°  *^'°"  t^at  it 
trust  I  commit  no  brcarh  of  h'    ^"^  '^"  otherwise.     I 
Conference   I  wa^   one  of  th^    "f     °"  *"  ''*""«  "'»*  '" 
defraying  the  whole  of  the  l^^:,:^°"f,T/   ''''tV   '- 
governments  by  means  of  dS  *2!f  ■'^*"'■^^°'  "">  'o"*' 
were  liberal  men  in  111  sSsTtT'  """^  "^•'*  "'«''' 
would  gladly  have  had  it  so  ai^anU'     BufTT'  f**" 
there  was  one  difficulty  in  the  w^_a  H 'k^u^P^*.''"' 
has  often  before  been  pm.,^..„»      j^  ^7^  difficulty  which 
difficulty  wa^  7^nWs     r'^  V^^  world-and  that 
could  neither  hav^lS       Trnnr'  ''^  '^°"«-     W» 
any   one   of   the   exist^g   pl;"^eiaMr"?."°'"  ^^^  '" 
fnends  in  Lower  Canada* I^amSd  '^S'slatures.     Our 
tional  disinclination  to  direct  trxatinnl^T  "  """^titu- 
that  if  the  Confederation  ecliemfC'h^^'lri°^'°"^ 
a  provision  for  the  imposition  oNuch„i^  ""*,"*""'  '°  '' 
my  honourable  friend^  opposite  wnnlH  T'™. "' ta'^»tion, 
better  chance  of  successTn^btwrgnteot^,?  ^t^'' 
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tion  than  they  now  have.  The  objection,  moreover  was 
not  confined  to  Lower  Canada— all  the  Lower  ProvinceB 
stood  in  exactly  the  same  position.  They  have  not  a 
municipal  system  such  as  we  have,  discharging  many  at 
the  functions  of  government ;  but  their  General  Govern- 
ment performs  all  the  duties  which  in  Upper  Canada 
devolve  upon  our  municipal  councils,  as  well  as  upon 
Parliament.  If  then  the  Lower  Provinces  had  been 
asked  to  maintain  their  customs  duties  for  federal  pur- 
poses, and  to  impose  on  themselves  by  the  same  act 
direct  taxation  for  all  their  local  purposes,  the  chances 
of  carrying  the  scheme  of  union  would  have  been  greatly 
lessened.  But  I  apprehend  that  if  we  did  not  succeed 
in  putting  this  matter  on  the  footing  that  would  have 
been  the  best,  at  least  we  did  the  next  best  thing.  Two 
courses  were  open  to  us— either  to  surrender  to  the  local 
governments  some  source  of  indirect  revenue,  some  tax 

which  the  General  Government  proposed  to  retain, or 

to  collect  the  money  by  the  federal  machinery,  and  dis- 
tribute it  to  the  local  governments  for  local  purposes. 
And  we  decided  in  favour  of  the  latter.  ... 

There  is  another  great  evil  in  our  existing  system 
that  this  scheme  remedies  ;  it  secures  to  the  people  of 
each  province  full  control  over  the  administration  of 
their  own  internal  affairs.  We  in  Upper  Canada  have 
complained  that  the  minority  of  our  representatives 
the  party  defeated  at  the  polls  of  Upper  Canada,  have 
been,  year  after  year,  kept  in  office  by  Lower  Canada 
votes,  and  that  all  the  local  patronage  of  our  section 
has  been  dispensed  by  those  who  did  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.  Well,  sir,  this  scheme  remedies 
that.  The  local  patronage  will  be  under  local  cojtrol 
and  the  wishes  of  the  majority  in  each  section  will  be 
carried  out  in  all  local  matters.  We  have  complained 
that  the  land  system  was  not  according  to  the  views  of 
our  western  people  ;  that  free  lands  for  actual  settlers 
was  the  right  policy  for  us— that  the  price  of  a  piece  of 
land  squeezed  out  of  an  immit  .tnt  was  no  consideration 
in  comparison  with  the  settlement  among  us  of  a  hardy 
and  industrious  family ;  and  that  the  ccSonization  road 
system  was  far  from  satisfactory.  Well,  sir,  this  scheme 
remedies  that.  Each  province  is  to  have  control  of  its 
own  crown  lands,  crown  timber  and  crown  minerals,— 
and  will  be  free  to  take  such  steps  for  developing  them'  as 
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houses,  gaols  and  otW.f^*^T  ^"^  landing  piers,  court 

this  »cher  remecUes  that^fT'  ?"""?•     "'""•  "■•. 
constructed  by  the  looaWHl     "  i"""'  ^o'"''*  are  to   be 

funds.  And7o  ^t^^TlCti^^^'^^'^  ''""^  '°<"'' 
of  internal  local  admSf„»-  *  °'?  ^''t'-nsivo  detail. 
The  people  of  UD^rSn„H„"i.'V"  "^i?  "f"™  extend, 
of  theirLal  mauers  and  wilTn  V^"  '''r"*''"  """t™' 
themselves  to  Quebec  fo^lrf  T  '""8"  ''^'^^  '°  •'"'"ke 
a  county  town  or  aDnoinVr  '"  "^"^  *  ™»'^'  »"  ""I™' 
to  this  |enera"'prindDrof  ^l?™""n  ,^"^  ^  "■"  '"''*  »•>«' 
local  control  an  exoentron^h"^  ""  '"""i  '"''"''™  "«'<-'■• 
the  common  schools  '^Tt,^  i  ^'"'"  """^^  '"  '''gard  to 
follows  :_  ^'""''     ^^^  '''«"»«  complained  of  is  as 

n.t.on.1  School.  ..^.he  tC  ^X'^.IH^^Z  S^tfoXtion^'"""'- 

alil^'oipred  ^feUn,'"'/'"  """'«  *'>'^'  ^  '--, 

Bcctai^an'?ducati^^^far"^*the°S'^  ^''^  "y''^"  "^ 
cerned.  I  have  never  hid  »^  the  pubhc  chest  is  con- 
1  have  never  been Tble  f„  T^  hesitation  on  that  point, 
province,  to  whatever  sect  thev^l^'l'^  P^T'"  "^  '^'■^ 
send  their  children  to  the  s^Z  ^  '"''°"8'  "'''"'''J  not 
ceive  the  ordinal  branet»  of  •  1°""!^°"  '"''"*  *«  ■■«- 
parent  andX  pastor  a^^Uieb"rre".f'°"-   -^  '^8*"^  t"'*' 

sTt^r^lviS/^^^ 
ft'Fs^oSSFo^^j^oit^^ 

vote  against  sectarian  public  sdiods  T»T  ^""'".  "^ 
admit,  as  I  have  alwava  lii^it*  j  .'u  ^™  ''°"nd  to 
system,  carriii'.r,  ttXitfd  xt'en't  itl''"'  r,?'"""" 
Upper  Canada,  and  confin^  asft  chlfl  •  '/"'■  ^'"'"  '" 
towns,  has  not  been  a  verf  <rrLf  .^  'f  '°  ""«»  and 
real  cause  of  alarm  wa»  thaTt^If^  practical  injury.  The 
principle  was  t™re  and  tw  ^^'°''^'°n  °f  'he  sectarian 
6e  exilnded  to  such  a  degree  a  tT™Ht°'"'"'  "  '^«''' 
system  altogether.    T^eJZZ^ ^^I^^^ZdZS^:^ 
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-ohoola  m  Uppr  Canada,  out  of  some  four  thousand,  and 
!;. -JfTf"  ^*'"''«'-     But  if  the  Roman  CathoUo.  are 
ratitled  to  separate  sell  ,ols  and  to  go  on  extending  their 
operations,  so  are  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Mie  Prestytenans,  the  Methodists,  and  all  other  sects! 
Wo  OMidid  Roman  Catholic  will  deny  this  for  a  moment  : 
and  there  lay  the  great  danger  to  our  educational  fabric, 
nntii  VT  'T^*'"  ^ytom  might  gradually  extend  itself 
until  the  whole  country  was  studded  with  nurseries  of 
sectananism    most  hurtful  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
province,  and  entailing  an  enormous  expense  to  sustain 
the  hosts  of  teachers  that  s„  prodigal  a  system  of  public 
instruction  must   inevitably  entail.     Now  it  is   known 
to  every  honourable  member  of  this  House  that  an  Act 
was  passed  m  1863,  as  a  final  settlement  of  this  sectarian 
controversy     I  was  not  in  Quebec  at  the  time,  but  if 
1  had  been  here  I  would  have  voted  against  that  bill 
because  it  extended  the  facilities  for  establishing  separate 
schools      It  had,  however,  this  good  feature,  that  it  was 
accepted  by  the  Roman  Catholic  authorities,  and  carried 
through  Parliament  as  a  final  compromise  of  the  question 
m   Upper  Canada     When,   therefore,   it  was  proposed 
that  a  provision  should  be  inserted  in  the  Confederation 
scheme  to  bind  that  compact  of   1863  and  declare  it 
a  final  settlement,  so  that  we  should  not  be  compelled 
as  we  have  been  since  1849,  to  stand  constantly  to  our 
arms,  awaiting  fresh  attacks  upon  our  common  school 
system   the  proposition  seemed  to  me  one  that  was  not 
rashly  to  be  rejected.    I  admit  that,  from  my  point  of 
view,  this  is  a  blot  on  the  scheme  before  the  House ;  it 
is,  confessedly  one  of  the  concessions  from  our  side  that 
naa  to  be  made  to  secure  this  great  measure  of  reform. 
But  assuredly,  I,  for  one,  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation 
in  accepting  it  as  a  necessary  condition  of  the  scheme 
of  umon  and  doubly  acceptable  must  it  be  in  the  eyes  of 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite,  who  were  the  authors  of 
the  bill  of   1863.     But  it  was  urged  that  though  this 
arrangement  might  perhaps   be  fair  as   regards   Upper 
Canada,  it  was  not  so  as  regards  Lower  Canada,  for  there 
were  matters  of  which  the  British  population  have  lona 
complained,    and    some    amendments    to    the    existing 
bchool  Act  were  required  to  secure  them  equal  justice 
Well,  when  this  point  was  raised,  gentlemen  of  all  parties 
m  lx)wer  Canada  at  once  expressed  themselves  prepared 
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to  ^at  it  in  a  frank  and  oonojliatory  manner  with  a  view 
^dT!l^  »ny  mj".tice  that  migl  ChoCto  cxi  t 
Xr^^i^^-th-etntrr  ""^  '^"-^'°"'"  «'-«  -" 

th«f  ^iJL  ""  provinoe,  and  «o  strongly  do  [  feel  this 

lettt  Tw„  u  T.^-""""™*  "»'  "1  "•"o  t"  the  vi-ry 
of  1  mlr  '^  "J"'  '"'".'*"'  *°  "^"P'  tl'«  ""ion  a»  the  price 
and  so  e^J^  f  constitutional  reform  in  Canada  so7u»t 
UThom^tl^  r°"'  P^P^S*^-  '^"t-  ^^-  Speaker  so 
MarS^,  lii  ?bjcot.ons  urged  against  union  with  the 
fht™  T"  Provinces  being  sound,  to  far  from  union  with 
them  bem^  a  drawbaoic  to  this  measure.  I  regard  iT  „ 

make  nrnr?.'^^''"'Tu°'  »*'*'  ^•'"l^  "chem*e  S  ,1 
make  no  pretension  to  having  been  in  past  years  an 
advocate  of  the  immediate  union  of  the  Brft^h  CericaS 
Colonies     I  always  felt  and  always  said  that  no  states" 

certain  "fLtlrn*  *• "'  rK^"^  ">«  ''-'  and  ailSo^t  the 
Zl^^  u  .\  '*^?*'"y  °'  ">«»»  colonies  ;  but  I  doubted 
Ex  "'VI''"'  "i?  "K'"  *'■»•'  '<"  the  movement  hJd  yet 
arrived.     1  knew  little  of  the  Maritime  Provinces^  the 

ltclyTbe'Sr??'''=;^  "^SOt-t--  fora'Sn  were 
iiivc  y  to  be  diftioult  and  long  protracted   and  I  waa  nn 

^ncerti  n  -""iP'  "'?  "^P"  "f  »  '"C'^ure  so  remote  a"d7o' 
e™„Can'Li'wh''i*'"'  P'"""^'"  '"""'^y  f°'  P™''""!" 
!n^  »k- T^  *  ^^^'^  ^^  *"■■»  earnpstly  sc,  king  to  obtain 
to  Zt  T  ri  ^B'''"'""'  had  the  power  immediately 
Thi^*"*-  ^"'  °f  '"'e,  sir,  all  this  Aas  been  oh^Med 
The  cu^jumstances  are  entirely  altered.  A  revdutfon 
^ettS'^i"  ''''""  ?"'«'"  °"  'he  subject  oTcdS 
&  State!  hiT°'  «""«-'>>«  Government  of  the 
uniiea  States  has  become  a  great  warlike  nower—r^iir 

tZaTened'  a"nd"°"  "'"^  A^repubUoSZ;^; 
lul^A  ut  t  "^"/y  "*"  '"  B"«sh  America  has  now 
What^hatbedo'S  '■'  '."'"'is"  the  practical  quTst^n" 
wWch  we  A~  done  in  view  6f  the  changed  relations  on 
Which  we  are  about  to  enter  1    ShaU  we  continue  to 

tho  B^me  argument  to  the  question  ofiSg^itL.  ''•'^''"' 
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thtnJL^!!^       "  "'*"'*   °"'  oommeroe,  to  develop 
more  th.n  thii-many  of  m  have  learned,  since  wo  la*t 

vrnoe.-we  W.  ^^  ^J"""  '''"*«•  ""»  Maritime  Pro- 
Zl^l?^    have  iieen  the  country— we  have  met  the 

a^d S  h^m  r.w ''^  >nve.t,Katod  their  public  allair, 
union  wHhtheTr  '?«'"''«'"'0'-*/  have  di«cu88od  terms  of 

obXlTto  nninn         ■T''"  V"^  '"""^  '*""  ""  i"«Uperttblo 

Wo^mel  ?h  ^'''''i'  *"?*  "°  ""'e-'ity  for  long'delay. 
atota^h^Hiff  "'«  """^'deration  of  the  question  to^ay  In 
and  ff  t^he  H  f"'  '^m"°"  ^'°™  *'>"»  *«  «'^'  did  before-!! 
can  present  nnln"""  17"'  ""'  ""  '"dulgonce.  I  think  I 
union  of  all  Zrr*]''''  ".'B^aents  to  show  that  this 
union   01   all   British   America  should   be   heartilv  and 

ltTu^i^'?^fy!'n''!H  P;:°^'"'""'  ^  »m "nlavrur 
because  it  win  J,  'l^'"^    American    Colonies,    first, 

of  ?n.o„  M  .f"*®,""  ''■°'"  *•>»  attitude  of  a  number 
of  mconsideraWe  colonies  into  a  ^eat  and  powerfu 
people.  .  When  recently  in  Enffland,  I  was  charireH 
to  negotiate  with  the  Imperial  SovemmeT  f or  f h« 
tC^  "P  VI'  North-Wes^t  territories  "^a  few  dlys 
the  papers  will  bo  laid  before  the  House,  and  it  wiTl  thJn 

tharmarter%'irr'  »''»  ^"-"'mont  is  in  eamesuS 
ferencrat  6„i»;  h  S""*'^™""  *ho  formed  the  Con- 
lerence  at  Quebec  did  not  enter  upon  their  work  with 

but  wlZdue'tn  "'  flt"^  '""^  '"^^-"^8"  °f  -°*  tC 
on  hind  „th  In  "'  "I',  Kreatness  of  the  work  they  had 
uL5*  '  r*"  *°  earnest  desire  to  do  justice  to  all  and 
seXn^n^.?l  '"  '"'?"*  ''"''  ^'^'"  would  benefit  one 
whole  It  ha»  «)t  ""'°"  """1  n*-cessarily  benefit  the 
UDof  ;i,eN„,?^  ^tT  "PP^^ed  to  me  that  the  opening 

projects  ot  my  honourable  fr  ends  from  Lower  PanaHa 
bunng  the  discussion  on  the  Que^tionToTsoT  yearbook 
I  had  occasion  to  dip  deep  in  Jforth-West  lore!!-^Xthose 
M^S  '"'^'«?'in?  narratives  of  life  and   t?aveIsT 

of  tw™^.r'  "  '^'  °''*^"  "■""■  ""d  into  the  Us  01^ 
tLh!  !f™88'*?  for  commercial  domination  in  throreSt 

(he"te^r'«'T'-''"''  ''  •>"«  ''■^»y«  struck  me*?ha 

Sf trthe^tofd  r/'°^  ^'T  """•»«  *°  '^'^  •""'^  wuh 

pnae  to  the  bold  anj  successful  part  they  played  in  the 
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'o?  out-do^r  life    a^aS  i^  .'•"•^"""'^'•-  'h"  »P<itudo 
anxiety  to  the  n-alL,,^     /".Y  "'"^  '°°''  ''"^''"'  ^'th 

public  mind  WM  uTin?.^^  have  designed,  so  long  as  tho 
tho  discussion^f  unmtcrestod  m  th.  adoption,  even  in 

aa  this  r  unron'of'S  ZZ  f""""-^"  ■"°'»'-"'-" 
vidual   laboured  in   vain    ^^Zn     P^°^"""'''  t^e  indi- 

to  bring  ou  the  t™th  of,,,!"''""'^. .^^  '"^"'ble  writing 
them  upon  the  m^  of  L!,  »r'"."«/ .""'^  '°  ''"P''™« 
considered  ho  nositinn  7„H^  thoughtful  man  who  has 
scattered  provincC  Befnre  t  ^'°f  ''i'  *"'"'"  °'  t''^'<' 
of  my  subjecr  I  will  f^tJ  «°  '""''"" '"'°  "">  '»«'*!•« 
latinf  thisCse  Tnd  the  „uBnoT.irr"y  "' «<'"«^atu. 
the  extraordinary  acti^tvwMnhh"  ^u"  P™^-""^'  "Pon 
aubieot  since  it  WSel'^^i^S  If'^u-b^:  ^ 
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cussion  in  the  mantime,  and  what  I  may  caU  relatively 
to  them,  the  inland  provinces.    It  is  astonishina  how 
active  has  been  the  pulblic  mind  in  aU  those  communities 
since  the   subject   has   been  fairly  launched.    I   have 
watched  with  great  attention  the  expression  of  publio 
opinion  m  the  Lower  Provinces  as  well  as  in  our  owi,  and 
1  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  even  in  the  smallest  of  the  pro- 
XS        ?r^  been  able  to  read  writings  and  speeches 
which  would  do  no  discredit  to  older  and  more  cuitivat"d 
communities— articles  and  speeches  worthy  of  any  press 
and  of  any  audience.    The  provincial  mind,  it  would  seem 
under  the  inspiration  of  a  great  question,  leaped  at  a 
single  bound  out  of  the  slough  of  mere  mercenary  struRgles 
for  office,  and  took  post  on  tie  high  and  honourable  grSSnd 
from  which  alone  this  great  subject  can  be  taken  in  in  all 
Its  dimensions,— had  risen  at  once  to  the  true  dignitv  of 
this  discussion  with  an  elasticity  that  does  honoii  to  the 
communities  that  have  exhibited  it,  and  gives  assurance 
that  we  have  the  metal,  the  material,  out  of  which  to 
construct  a  new  and  vigorous  nationality.     We  find  in 
the  journals  and  in  the  speeches  of  public  men  in  the 
lAjwer  Provinces  a  discussion  of  the  first  principles  of 
government,  a  discussion  of  the  principles  of  constitutional 
law  and  an  intimate  knowledge  and  close  application  of 
the  leading  facts  m  constitutional  history,  which  gives  to 
me  at  least  the  satisfaction  and  assurance  that,  if  we  never 
went  farther  in  this  matter,  we  have  put  an  end  for  the 
present,  and  I  hope  for  long,  to  bitterer  and  smaller  con- 

mental  food,  and  to  every  man  who  has  a  capacity  for 
discussion  we  have  given  a  topic  upon  which  he  can  fitly 
exercise  his  powers,  no  longer  gnawing  at  a  file  and 
wasting  his  abilities  in  the  poor  effort  of  advancing  the 
ends  of  8on:e  paltry  faction  or  party.  I  can  congratulate 
this  House  and  province  and  the  provinces  below,  that 
such  IS  the  case,  and  I  may  observe,  with  some  satis- 
faction, that  the  various  authors  and  writers  seem  to 
be  r^eaking  or  writing  as  if  in  the  visible  presence  of  all 
the  colonies.  They  are  no  longer  hole-and-corner  celebri- 
ties :  they  seem  to  think  that  their  words  wiU  be  scanned 
-nd  weighed  afar  off  as  well  as  at  home. 

All,  even  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  this 
union,  admit  that  we  must  do  something,  and  that  that 
something  must  not  be  a  mere  temporary  expedient.    We 


^^^•##?  fh  1  „  f*.^'  1^1' 
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Z  'S.TI!'^-  •'^  "'""'"8  ''°''"'»  f™-"  within  and  with 

proofs  do  the^KeXmen  want?     T-^/'^P"^^^^^^^ 

solemn  hirthen-"^P^n^t,'  *l^»y«  bearing  the  same 
wan>ing~u.  n^rt  .HCo  rX^  li;  tS: 

language  «that   could'^;e"':;;,°^ed."  t^hTt  T w« 
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longer  to  consider  ourselves,  in  relation  to  defence  in 
the  same  position  we  formerly  occupied  towards  'the 
wa™Yn^°""'7>  ^t"'  '^''''  *»">ing»iave  b^en  friendW 
warnings  ;  and  if  we  have  failed  to  do  our  part  in  regard 

Iddrre/t^n^*'  r  ""  ^^^°*''  ^^^  "^«-  t^"'  ^^eyTe'e 
addressed  to  our  Government  so  continuously  and  so 

^Zn°"K^/^^*  '\'y  ^"^  ">«  I^P^rial  power  of  th° 
sTowedt^  tlT  '"■■.^h^'-'y"  .'night  follow.  Lcause  they 
tafn^nn  °n  ■°'°'"?'.  "'"^''^  ''^"'*'  '"  ^^e  event  of  cer- 
tern  contingencies  ansing,  they  had  to  expect.  We  mav 
gnimble  or  not  at  the  necessity  of  preparation  England 
imposes  upon  us.  but  whether  ^e  life  if  or  not?  weXve 
at  a  1  events,  been  told  that  we  have  entered  upon  a  new 
era  m  our  military  relations  to  the  rest  of  the  Empire 

warning  R^nhT*™"!  '™™  "it^out-the  American 
U^H  n».f  f?  ^'u*?  *'"''™*  save  us  her  notices  in 
h„T=*1     '  "'""J.8''  ^f  P'«««>  and  her  demagogues  and 

more  fnr.r™M~*'"!°^  '"'*  •^''y«  ^•'^  iia'  gi^""  "«  much 
more  mtelligible  notices-such  as  the  notice  to  abrogate 
the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  and  to  arm  the  lakes,  contrar^  to 
the  provisions  of  the  addenda  to  the  treaty  of  1818.     She 

Port^sZ™  .*"'"?>!'  "°*r  '"  ''"P°''"«  a  vexatious  p^s! 
port  system ;  another  m  her  avowed  purpose  to  construct 
a  ship  canal  round  the  falls  of  Niagara  so  as  "  to  nass 
war  vessels  from  Lake  Ontario  to  fake  Erie  "  and  yet 

us  f  w'e  w-ll""™,'  ''"^"8  °"«  °f  ^"'  •>"«  bee'n  given^to 
MnslrofTii  r'y  .und^'stand  it.  by  the  enormous  ex- 
pansion of  the  American  army  and  navy 

Mr.  A.  A.  Dorion:  I  should  have  desired  to  make 
t^^  ILTn'  'I  ">%H™-  in  French,  but  consM^ring 
fami  faf  Jr*r.°',  ''""""'able  members  who  are  not 
S^f7.,^  that  language,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
speak  at  the  present  time  in  English.    In  risine  on  tWa 

subSeH''t  T*"^^  "°"'«  ""''"'  imporurquesttn 

de^  ?  °u°''  ^  """''  '"y  ^  do  «o  with  an  unusual 
degree  of  embarrassment,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject  of  our  deliberations  but  also 
I  have  Wn"^';.'".*?^''  ?"'"  '"""y  °f  those  with  whom 
Lto  «o^ri^.'r  If'  '"'■^"  °^f ''"«  "^"^  «*"««  I  fi'«t  entered 
into  political  life.     Yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  consider 

Gov?r"T/«"!.'^  l^  '^'  resolutions  submitted  by  The 
Government,  I  find  that  whether  they  be  purelv  political 
ones,  such  as  the  proposal  to  restrict  the^  iffice  ri 
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in  1856,  Xn  by  a„  ove^rthT  '"'*  ^""-^  "«"«<*  »"» 
House,  it  was  decMed  thlf  ^     r"'?*  majority  of  this 

pledge  our  cie&Ze^o'*,lf?y  C'°"  f  ^  ^"^  ^''""'^ 
Intercolonial  RXaV  even Trevio,,  ™"'*'"'"i<?"  »'  the 
its  cost  beine  made  that  wl^^T  i°.  *"y  estimate  of 
question  wm  ^Xre  th«T  "^^  '''^'^  '"  '""^  when  the 
ihtercolonTuiUon  «iat  wa,  nn. '^'-^"."^  ""^  '<"'^''"  *»' 

universal  V  renuHiat-.H   =1,™  1 1    ^'"<',"  ^^'e  thpn  almost 

considered  b7theDeo;ienf  1"°''  '"'  ""'"'  favourably 

ceive  why  tKnor^np<^itabk.  meT'^-^  ^*"  '°  P^^ 
with  additions  to  the  hnSl.„      1  .f  **""'''  ""*  "oupled 

gro«-n  into  the  pubHcfa^or  "Voan^T'";,'''"""'  '^''^^ 
I  or  any  membera  of  tht  H^;..     ^T"  ""^erstand  why 

merely  because  "ertanofher  T'"*  ''^"S^  '""  vi«*» 
do  not  conscientioustv  th  nt  "r',""  ''*''<'•  "'''en  we 
the  benefit Tf "the  couJtrJ'"''  '"'"'  "''""S^  "-""'d  ^  '«' 

fi™T''tr'nrssity''fir  nlTirtJ;°e  "^  Zl'^".  «'-'«l«^ 
culties  which  have  aris^r  h^f    ''*  constitutional  diffi- 

Canada,  owSig  to  thr^^owW  T  ^^f"  ""'^  ^^^^^ 
of    Upper    Canada    tZ  K^"*""*  demands   on   the   part 

and,'^^?eo„dly"te    n  ceZT  for^""  'S^  PoP"latfon 

two  subjects "^anWo  Ll^T  "^^^  "^'"^  °''  ^''ese 
When  on\he'firsnu:t.;:^^ru:t'l  tllV^^^y, 
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^ntoti™  hi  f  °  w'  liMtory  of  the  agitation  for  repre- 
sentation by  pojpiUation,  for  I  owe  it  to  myself,  to  mv 
constauwits  an<f  the  country.  My  name  h^be^n  us^d 
e^t^X  f"  ""^'m  ^K^  "ometimes  been  said  that  I  was 
entirely  favourable  to  representation  by  population-at 
other  times  that  I  was  entirely  favourabte  to  the  Con 
federation  of  the  provinces,  and  I  will  now  endeavour 
once  more,  to  stat^  as  clearly  as  possible  what  my  real 

tiZn  h'"'^  ^?r^  '""  ""■  T6o  first  time  repLen- 
tation  by  population  was  mooted  in  this  House,  on  be- 

?^2  Ita^??'^"'  ^'^-  ^  •'^l'^^"'  '"  tJ»«  Session  of 
Hon'  *^«",">%Conservative  party  took  it  up,  and  the 
Hon.  Sir  Allan  Macnab  moved  resolutions  in  favour  of 

L  sSnS  V  ^-  "'"'  '^"""^  ""'  Con^rvatives  Irray^' 
in  support  of  this  constitutional  change.  It  had  fcen 
C^^  before  on  behalf  of  Lower  Canala,  but  thfup^r 
teke^Tl«-if  ""  OPPO'"-!  it  I  think  two  votes  l^l 
AhIV  n  ■  ^M,r°"  ""^  °f  "•»««''  occasions  the  Hon 
Attorney-General  West  (Hon.  J.  A.  Macdonald)  vot^ 
lor  It  It  came  up  mcidentally.  In  1864  the  Macnab- 
Morin  coalition  took  place,  and  we  heard  no  more  of 
representation  by  populati.m  from  that  quarter^that 
IS,  as  mooted  by  the  Conservative  party,  who  from  that 
moment  uniformly  opposed  it  on  every  occasion.  Tt  w^ 

rrn:!!il'\'lf''''"  "P.^y  ^^'  ^"^""^  "«"•  President  of  the 
Council,   the  member  for  South   Oxford,  and  with  the 

trkefin^ltTh  ■■  ^^  •''r^  'Z  '"'"  °"  ''^-y  question  he 
It  fL^  r^  '  ^^  "T""^  '"<=''  *"  agitation  in  its  behalf 
as  almost  threatened  a  revolution.  As  the  agitation  in 
the  country  increased,  so  did  the  vote  for  it  in  this  House 
mcrease  and  on  several  occasions  I  expressed  ny  vkws 
upon  the  Hubjeet.  I  never  shirked  the  MuesUon-I 
never  hesitated  to  say  that  something  ought  to  be  done 
to  meet  the  just  claims  of  Upper  Canada  and  that 
representation  based  on  populat^Jn  was  in  the  abstrac 
a  just  and  correct  principle.  I  held,  at  the  same  time 
there  were  reasons  why  Lower  Canada  could  not  grant 

hiJ,J.?v  '""]"''  ^T'  ^''"*'"'*"  representatives  tofhow 
themsolyes  disposed  to  meet  the  views  of  Upper  Canada 

U^T^Z'p^r^  'f-  "  ''"""*"  P™Po«i«5n;  anA7n 
l<Soa,  when  Parliament  was  sitting  in  Toronto,'  I   for  the 
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i'^'cX' wouTb1:'to':ub°»?>  TT  l*""'"*  --  the 
lative  union  a  Co„f„rf„?^-  ''"'r  '°J  ""«  P'^^^"'  Wi'- 

considering"'  th?  drfferTnf  ^So^ wJh  'th?'Hl. ''"'''; 
language,  the  diilnrpnf  i.,.,.  .i.  .  °'   '""  different 

section!  of  the  count?t  tM«  ""**  Fov"''*-!  i"  the  two 
the  difficulty  to  krve^to^i^/''^  *"'*  ^^^  to  meet 
of  trade,  curCcy  bL^kiL«"":?-8°^''?'"""'  1"««"™« 
charocter   etc     and  t^^    *'  ?  "'"  ,'*°'''"  °f  »  general 

legislatur;s  In  matlJB  of°a  ^n*  ,'t  *'' •  '^''"™°  "^  l"""' 
time  I  stated  that  TfhLt  ■  "'  ''?"",8  ^^  ">e  Bame 
would  certain! J  »^i  '"  ''""^'  «''°"'d  "ot  prevail    I 

sucrch^t'aXiTan"r^"llTH'^P°P"l''^-"  -^^^ 
of  each  section  of  ?heem,n?^  ^  *'"'""'  "'^  interests 

Canada  its  cherished  inst^^ufi/n  ""^P'^'^"-"  to  Lower 
been  twisted  irallTort"  of  wZ  T  ?'"'  fP'^^''  '"'  has 
to  prove  that  I  wal  in  f».-n;  7 T'  ^  '**'"'  ^^^^  't  quoted 
tion,  pure  and  ZpTe  that°r  '"P'"™«'i'»««"  hypl,p„la- 
federition  of  thnrovinces^nnT  "" '*'''"  °f  "  Con- 
poses,  just  as  it  suTed  the  occas  on  7 th"  '"''''  P"'; 

Confederation  of  thotw^r,  P-  '^  '"*?'*"*'  "'ther  by  a 
recording  to  popu  ation  "ft  h  InT'  u""  ^  '"Presentation 
as  would  secu?SX'iousfaUhthf'"''"i8;^"»"t^«« 
and  the  peculiar  instiSns  oreach  s'ctr^m 
from  encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  o"he/  T*^"""  l^ 
jeot  came  an  acain  in  Hio  lit*  "^ne  other.     The  sub- 

Toronto  Con^vS 't"ook  p laT'  ?Thou L' ho"  "''''^''^^ 
say  that,   when  the   Brnwn  n '  •     *"°"'''   however,  first 

formed,  the  Ho", The  feeft  "fTh,  r '"''^'^*"°"  '^"^ 
strongly   thaf   reDresentr/ion    i  S"""'^'' "''Ked  very 

taken  up  as  tirmethoH  hi     /■   P"?"!"*'""   should   be 
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P">P<»'tion  that  a  Confederation  of  the  two  provinces 
should  be  formed.     Of  course  as  our  Administration  was 
so  short-lived,  the  subject  was  not  discussed  in  all  its 
bearings  ;  but  if  we  could  have  come  to  an  agreement  on 
one  or  the  other  mode,  that  one  would  have  been  sub- 
mitted as  the  solution  for  the  evils  complained  of— it 
being  however  distinctly  understood  that  I  would  not 
attempt  to  carry  any  such   measure  through  without 
obtaining  for  it  a  majority  from  Lower  Canada.    I  would 
never  have  tried  to  make  any  chanse  in  the  Constitution 
without  ascertaining  that  the  people  in  my  own  section 
of  the  province  were  in  favour  of  such  a  change.    To 
return  to  the  Toronto  Convention.     I  was  invited  to 
attend  it,  but  though  I  was  unable  to  do  so,  certain  com- 
munications took  place,   and  a  meeting  of  the  liberal 
members  of  the  House  from  Lower  Canada  was  held,  and 
a  document  issued,  signed  by  the  present  Minister  of 
Agriculture   (Hon.   Mr.   McGee),   Hon.   Mr.   Dessaulles, 
Hon.  Mr.  Drummond,  and  myself.     The  document  was 
given  to  the  public  for  the  purpose  of  setting  forth  the 
views  which  we  held  as  to  the  settlement  of  the  difficulty. 
Pretended  extracts  have  been  given  from  that  document, 
89  from  my  speech,  to  attempt  to  prove  all  sorts  of  things 
as  being  my  views,  but  I  can  show  most  cK  arly  that  the 
proposition  made  in  it  was  just  that  which  had  been 
made  in  1858,  viz.,  the  Confederation  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces, with  some  joint  authority  for  both.     Both  at  that 
time,  and  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Brown- 
Dorion  Administration,  various  suggestions  were  made 
as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan  of  confederating  the 
two  Canadas.     Some  thought  that  two  entirely  distinct 
legislatures    should    be    formed  ;    one    local    for    Lower 
Canada,  another  local  for  Upper  Canada,  with  a  general 
legislature  acting  for  both.     Others  suggested  the  idea 
that  the  same  legislature  might  fulfil  all  purposes  ;  that 
the  same  body  might  meet  and  dehberate  on  questions  of 
common  interest,  and  that  the  members  for  each  section 
might  then  separate  and  discuss  all  matters  of  a  sectional 
character.     Others,  again,  said  the  same  result  might  be 
obtained   by  having  but  one  legislature,   and   insisting 
that  no  laws  affecting  either  section  of  the  provinc*-  should 
be  carried,  unless  with  the  support  of  a  majority  from  the 
section  affected  by  them.     These  three  plans  were  sug- 
gested— the  first  to  have  two  entirely  distinct  legislative 
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act  of  a  locairtul^'i'houM  iTi  C'tL"!  "^«"'1''»7'^ 

i«a«,oo„tai„:d^t:,xv4ertrs;;cH 

ralMUtution  of  a  purely  fedemHvrfll  "  *">  '°''«'"  «  'ho 

he  former,  i,  i,  believed,  wou?d™.He  t",^"""'  'T'''"-''  »"i™  ; 

»SLnti:'C't;Si:^^  "n.he 

dunns  the  lut  few  years     It  w.f  ^  j     S  '^'"■''«°>«'"  i^d  the  prcs. 

ofthe„eighbourtag.^S.whereThe°uit>«M'''T"°''-  ''>■  "'^  "™p" 
•yeteni  to  the  govcrniuent  of  an  .1,  '"*.""™'''':  '>  J«ptatio..  of  the  federal 
of  diver.  on^ar^Xu^wT,^,T  "?  '*"l""'>'  "''''bited  by  peop" 
..r.ted.:  but^aVrd  eoLrte"y  iTZJf  '^•^""-Vbi'mt 
when  It  wae  formally  »ubu,itted  ^  pllt  mparted  to  it  in  18S8, 

liberals  in  1859)  :_      l'""'""'^''    "y   the   L.3wer  (Canada 

toP  tCZ?tffa;°,tn°rS'r  SJ  "'f^,  I--"-'  ""^ht 
and  conB.,,uenlly  we  oughtT^Z-ve  f S  , h"*^  k  ?*:  Co-'^Joration, 
powera  aa  pcaeible.     Cifatom,  fitZI  ?.  ""b-d.vsions  aa  amp], 

patent  right.,  Crown  Sa^nhnL.J'^"''""'^  ""^  currency, 
common  Sitereat  for  a^lp^teorthe^^i  '"''"'  u™'\'  '^''ich  are  o 
H  not  the  only  .ubiecr  .utaittr  it  .P"™?  •  ?"'K''t  to  be  the  principal, 
mem;  whUe^all  tiat  belong  ,!  .nlttZTi  "„"',"  'f^'^r'"""™' 
«ich  a.  education,  the  admini.trat  on  o,  i,°  „  "^  J''^  '?,^"'  character, 
relating  to  property,  pohct  et"  "  "h,  >"  i  ^  ^^  '"1""'^""'  '"*• 
government.,  whose  p;wcr^„uLlVt  .i^J  11  ^  "'^"^  ">  "'«  '""J 
which  wooU  not  be  iZn  to  ?hi  VLV'^:  '"  "'*"*  "'  »"  ""bisct. 
thu.  propo^d  would  Tno  way' dimt^aMhe  hSt" ""'•  /"i"  »-"'^'" 
nor  impair  its  credit,  while  it  Dre3-  Ti, ""«  ""Pofance  of  the  colony 
tible,  without  any  dMtrb„ceolZ  federal  "'^'""''^^  ",'  ''^'"8  ""'"P- 
extenaion  a.  eircum«ance?ry' h^eKendrSllr'  "'"'■"™' 

samt  Vitus,  the  »amc  opinions.     J  still 

1"8 


i^iiitfFC'''" 
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think  that  a  Federal  union  of  Canada  might  hereafter 
extend  so  or  to  embrace  other  territories  cither  west  or 
east;  that  such  a  system  is  well  adapted  to  admit  of 
territorial   expansion   without  any  disturbance   of  the 
federal  economy,  but  I  cannot  understand  how  this  plain 
sentence  should  be  considered  by  the  Hon.  President  of 
the  Council  or  by  other  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken  m  the  other  House,  as  any  indication  that  I  have 
^er  been  m  favour  of  Confederation  with  the  other  British 
Wovmces.    There  is  nothing  I  have  ever  said  or  written 
that  can  be  construed  to  mean  that  I  was  ever  in  favour 
of  such  a  proposition.     On  the  contrary,  whenever  the 
question  came  up  I  set  my  face  against  it.     I  asserted 
that  such  a  confederation  could  only  bring  trouble  and 
embarrassment,  that  there  was  no  social,  no  commercial 
connection  between  the  provinces  proposed  to  be  united 
—nothing  to  justify  their  union  at  the  present  juncture. 
Uf  course  I  do  not  say  that  I  shall  be  opposed  to  their 
Confederation  for  all  time  to  come.     Population  may 
extend  over  the  wilderness  that  now  lies  between  the 
Maritime  Provinces  and  ourselves,  and  commercial  inter- 
course may  increase  sufficiently  to  render  Confederation 
desirable.     My  speeches  have  been  paraded  of  late  in  all 
the  ministerial  papers— misconstrued,  mistranslated,  falsi- 
fied in  every  way— for  the  purpose  of  making  the  public 
believe  that  in  former  times  I  held  different  views  from 
those  I  now  do.    A  French  paper  has  said  that  I  called 
with  all  my  heart  for  the  Confederation  of  the  provinces— 
{que  i  appelais  de  toua  mes  vaeux  la  confederation  des  pro- 
ytnces).    But  1  say  here,  as  I  said  in  1856,  and  as  I  said 
m  1861  also,  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  Confederation 
now.     In  the  Mirror  of  ParliamerU,   which  contains  a 
report,  though  a  very  bad  one,  of  my  speech  in  1861,  I 
nnd  that  I  said  op  that  occasion  : — 

The  time  may  come  when  it  will  be  neoewwy  to  have  a  Confedera- 
Mh°eme  P""''"0«»  ;  •  •  •  but  the  preient  time  U  not  for  inch  a 

This  is  the  speech  which  has  been  held  to  signify  that  I 
was  anxious  for  Confederation,  that  I  should  like  nothing 
better.  Why  ?  I  distinctly  said  that  though  the  time 
might  oome  when  it  would  become  necessary,  it  was  not 
desirable  under  existing  circumstances.  In  1862  I  was  not 
m    Parliament  ;    the   Cartier-Macdonald    Administration 
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■"    ■""'■'  4.16 

to  form  a  new  one.     He  aS  fn  If  T  "'"'^  "P"" 
the  Lower  Canada  aeotion'^SM   'uA':  Si^otte  to  firm 
the  formation  of  the  uZ;  Can«H^  ^i"?'*"  ""dertook 
t.on   of  "presentation'^  populftiJ^n°'^lf"'     '^'"'  1«™- 
oame  up  for  settlement-thn.W  »?  .!.'*''.  necesgarily 
Liberal  party  who  had  v^t^  fol^  *'  ">«  hands  of  the 
when  I  came  down  to  Quebec   r,,™^""  S'l"'  year-^nd 
1  found  the  arranijement,  mL     ?J"''"'''^  ''J'  telegraph 
government  was  a^etS    rf.,    '  *'"'.P°li''y  of  the  new 
r"  excluded.    ThrSrM^jrr'f"""  ^^  Popula«on 
«"■.  to  my  surprise!  had  dti&h  T»  ^^P"'  ^•"'•"^^' 
taken  up-that  thev  were^ii       •  .*'  "  *»»  "ot  to  bo 
Oonservatire  party  had^^n^^.f«  '"*°  "'"'"'  i"»t  as  the 
W,  1.8S4  ;  the/  decided  that  thev''  "".2  '""""  °«'"'»  °n 
numstration  which  mad^if  .    i  ^  T""'**  '""'a'"  an  Ad- 
members  all  pledg^'"themJelv:  r**  ?™*'°"'  ""^  whose 
Mr.  Ainwi  .•  NoTno  """'^  "«»«»'  it. 

Mr.  Dorion  •  \t  n'nf    t 

understood  that  the  AdmTnTstS"""''';  ^  ""''"'"'y 
understanding  that  eve"y  ^'emC  was  formed  on  the 
^Kamst  the  question  o/^re^Centlf  'k  '''°"'''  '°te 
wTienever  it  came  up,  and  ZTtZ  tt  ^l  Population 
would  support  the  Admini't?ation  T'  ^*r'"'»  P"'y 
rate  the  Cpper  Canada~ra?n!^ '"""'"'■  ^^  »"y 
eleven  montlis,  a  eovernmen;  i  jP*?*^  supported,  for 
sentation  by  pipufatronTom  tEilft "  '"  ™«  «?'«- 
tions.  and  agreed  to  lay  tC  nn™?**''^'""^.  "'  "P""  ques- 

honourablegentlemanYayit  Xnrsr.t-.  /»>«»'  <"> 
agree  to  lay  aside  renrpapnt  Jf  i      u      '  ®°'  ^^^^  ho  did  not 

hedMnotihenhrr„rrne^o'LP?P?'*«°V''''"'^^^ 
public  meeting  the  other  day  that  rl        ?"  ^""'"'"^  »*  » 

The  members  from  Upper  Can;^^i*'i.^?P'"'' Canada. 
Macdonald-Sicotte  Govo?nmen?C  w  h**  J"'"'"^  the 
representation  by  populatbn  hv  ?^.*'"'y  abandoned 
mm,8tration  whidi  bound  "^er/ n"'"."^  u'"*°  <*"  Ad- 
against  it.  The  Hon.  ProvindlT  S.  f  ^^""^  '»  ^oto 
publicly  in  Ottawa,  in  ZnZ^*'±?^'*"y/.had  stated 
abandoned  by  the  LiberafS'  l^l*'  t  "'  "  ^"^  heen 
tion  in   1859;  and  altho  iJh  T  i,^""  ^°''°"'«  Conven- 

^*"'  '  P>i--.ut.ir,nt  liberal. 
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party  who  look  to  the  Globe  m  their  political  go«|«.I,  he 
had  now  the  »ati»faotion  of  liccing  the  honourable  member 
for  Lambton,'  and  «ome  othem  who  formerly  held  very 
■trong  views  on  this  question,  acknowledge,  as  they  had 
done  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Toronto  about  three 
weeks  ago,  that  they  also  considered  representation  by 
population  as  applied  to  Canada  no  reme^  for  the  Upper 
Province,  and  that  it  was  not  a  measure  the  Liberals 
ought  to  msist  upon,  and  that  it  had  been  abandoned. 
Yes,   the   question   was   in   effect  abandoned   when   in 
November,    1869,  six  hundred  delegates  from  all  parts 
of   Upper  Canada  attended  the  Reform  Convention  at 
loronto,  and  agreed  to  advocate  a  Confederation  of  llie 
two  Canadas,  by  giving  to  each  province  a  local  legis- 
lature, with  some  joint  authority,  to  carry  on  the  general 
busmess  common  to  both.    The  honourable  member  on 
my  left'  was   present   on   the  occasion,  and   has   told 
me  that  he  never  saw  a  more  respectable,  a  more  edu- 
cated, or  more  intelligent  assemblage  brought  together 
m  such  numbers  to  discuss  public  questions.     But  that 
scheme  did  not  attract  much  attention  out  of  the  Con- 
vention.    It  took  no  hold  on  the  popular  mind.     Shortly 
before  that,  in  1858,  the  present  Hon.  Finance  Minister, 
who  then  sat  on  the  cross-benches,  made  a  speech  of 
two  or  three  hours'  duration,  in  which,  with  all  that  force 
and  ability  for  which  he  is  distinguished,  he  espounded 
S,  •.•  u  xt""*,^.  tlie  Confederation  of  the  whole  of  the 
British  North  American  Provinces.     He  was  then  assisted 
m  Its  advocacy  by  fhe  present  Hon.  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture ;  and    subsequently,  on  becoming  a  member  of 
the    Cartier-Macdonald    Administration,    he    went    to 
i-ngland  and  drew  the  attention  of  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties to  the  scheme  of  Confederation  of  all  those  provinces, 
ine  Hon.  imance  Minister  received  an  answer  not  vorv 
encouraging;   and   that   v/hich    he   received   from   this 
country  was  still  less  enoourag-iug.    Though  the  Admini- 
stration was  formed  with  Hie  jndorstanding  of  effecting 
the  Confederation  of  all   the  provinces,  and  it  was  the 
main  plank  of  their  platform,  they  never  dared  m  sub- 
mit  the   question  to  Parliament  at  all.     Subsequently, 
in    1861,   the   honourable    member   for   South   Oxford^ 

i  ^'„^«-*'"''enzie,«fterwwd.  (1878.781  Premier  of  the  Dommion. 
■  Hou.  L.  H.  Hollon,  member  tor  Chateauimav 
•^  Hon.  George  Brown. 
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the  difference  xiHnrrn  fho  ^r-  ^  f'^^^'  """'^'l  ">»» 
of  the  two  HPeti^s  1  thefr  U^'°"'  '"'*''  ?'  "'»  P™?'" 
their  prejudiced  even  „r  th^*""*''''  '"  .**"'''  '"*"•'" 
are  «4ootabrand  oli^hf  ,1         "™  P-^J"'""™  which 

Frenoh  constituency  from  vTfL„T*'  '^Vn'^o^img  » 
population,  pure  Zd  ^^ple  an*d  th,!;;;r"''';"'^'""  ^-^ 
people  of  I^J^er  Canada  in  the  nositinn  „7^  P'""'"*  "'" 
for  the  protection  of  the?  rkrht,  tn  »K  '"■■vng  to  truKt 
Canada,  who  would  th«~K*  L         ^t"  ^"P^"  "^  Upper 

^zr  r  S?S^"--  fSr^:^';^^ 
by  t"he"t^ri>*  mXf^irrL^  '''■'  "r?' 


M.^^':^l^m^  .'JU  4&JEA  JeM. 
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and  proteoted  in  every  scheme  which  may  be  adoDted 
With  these  views  on  the  question  of  representation  T 
ETflr^  '''^°-  ?f  -  Confederation Tfth"  Pio^ 
vrnces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  as  the  best  m^ns 

But^thrr"?i^\^*"?^  '°*«^««'«  °f  the  two  seS? 
t^on  ^y?n^^T^'°V  ''^^'^'^''^  ^'^  <»  real  confXa: 
tion,  giving  the  largest  powers  to  the  local  governments 

rnno"!^  *t  ■  r^?"'  •''^^''^K  '»  '<"<'  fr°m  the  one  n^ 
proposed,  which  gives  all  the  powers  to  the  CenS 
Government,  and  reserves  for  the  local  Kovemmentrthi 
smal  est  possible  amount  of  freedom  of  Sn  There 
an  be  ^i^r^ttV"  ^'"'*  '  ^^^^  '^''  wrJtttn  or  said  tha 
prov^^s  Tht  t'^V''^''^^^  *  Confederation  of  aU  the 
of  confidennJt  ^'"■^^  °'^l°^^-  ^^ere  is  no  breach 
had  with  th„  w  ■"yp'^yV'g  'V  in  the  conversations  I 
nad  with  the  Hon.  President  of  the  Council,  previous  to 

So,  sir  I  have  the  best  evidence  possible  to  repudiate  the 
accusation  that  I. was  in  favour  of  Confederation  of  all 
the  provinces  m  the  fact  that,  before  there  was  a^l 

TstateS  'LI  ^^r^'ll  '""r'"^  «°  ?*°  '"^^  Goverme^C     ■ 
1  stated— and  that  in  the  hearing  of  several  honourable 
members  now  present-that  I  would  have  no"hZ  to 

taterest  of  \lTr  '^'"V^*  '=°°<"''^'' ''  -""l-l  ^e  fo^th^ 
^1  ev^nt»  *^\'=°""*''y  to  have  such  a  Confederation,  at 
aU  events  at  the  present  time.  Now,  sir,  I  think  I  hkve 
ttn^'S.r^'"  I  neither  favoured  representation  by  popull! 
tion  pure  and  simple,  nor  a  Confederation  of  the  fto- 
1  In  June,  1864. 
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grave  rsrppSfon  Thf,"'''""^'  ^^^y^'^^'^^  ""der  a 
the  fact.  C  reZ»e„t.t^nf  "  ."°'^S  further  from 
gether  abandoned-Z  p&out  Th  *""  ''''°°^'  •'»*°- 

&^t:'^-^-S-°tf^^^^ 
c^  Which —enTa^^^^^^^^ 

in'the';eariiarir";^r' w'r'  '^'."^"'^  p«- 

by  the  Grand  TrZkRaHt^  '^n  ^''"'  f'"-"  England 
with  the  distSct  Zw  of  ^  t^  Company.  He  came 
countnr  for  aW  buri^fhl  fT^'f^  *  '*'«/  "'"•"  °n  the 
soon  ^uLd  that  he  couH  nnl"  """^"5  "*  t''*  ?««?'«.  he 
Thinking  that  if  he  o^col^"'^!''^  *°  °''*'''"  *hat. 
afloat  wLch  would  «™^  H»  /"*  ^°™^  "«*  scheme 
posed  Govemrent   he^w^ufd^'u Lflf  n* /.°  "  "?"  ^'■ 

a:'^an5%irt:ri3?'°-^^^^^^^ 
s-^i^rf^irtJ -r-^^- 
place,  resolutions  were^ador,tpH*.f«  °*  delegates  took 
made  to  the  imperiarrJ^3^'  T^  ^  application  was 
tiontoitscoss  ?n  hetoTIni^d'  "  -f^"  '=°"*"»'"- 
the  troops  over?he  road^'SL  4ft,?°'*yi°'xx^ 
VankougWt,  who  wrfhen  a  mmb^  of le^p""  *^- 
ment,  went  to  England  about    tl,?.       f  ^^  Govern- 

project.'     Me  returned  again  to  nannH.    .„j  u    j"*^.     . 
Sir'ld"w!wSkta  (i^i^^f"'"--  ^-'''^"o-',  1851.1886,  by 
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Jit  i!?*'?.?^  ^^t"  Intercolonial  Railway,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  Idea  that  my  honourable  friend  had  any  Buspioion 
TrunlZT-  i  '^^-npti^^^  which  animated  th^ese  Sand 
Trunk  officials  and  that  their  object  was  to  have  another 
haul  at  the  public  purse  for  the  Grand  TrurJc   but  tW^ 

lefWo  n«  ^-  ^f ''"""'l-  W"  f°'"«J  the  project  then 
mLstU^n"  "  '^'^^  ""'  *'^^  Cartier.Ma?doLld  Ad- 

£«:  otetrnt^tunlVi*  maTter  IX^rdtn^^i 
that  a.n  arrangement  had  been  made  for  a  meetineof 

S  ''  °l  """  'T-"^'  P'°^°«««  to  consider^Sws 
railway  scheme,  the  other  project  having  faUed  11 
his  meetmg  of  delegates,  which  took  place!  September 
1862  a  new  scheme  for  building  the  Intercoloniarwas 
adopted,  by  which  Canada  was  to  pay  five-tweUths  3 
the  Lower  Provinces  seven-twelfths^  So  unpopX  was 
this  arrangement  that  when  its  terms  were  made  known 

out  n?^J.  ^)!  P^PJ"  1""^  ^^  taken  upon  it%ot7°n 
out  of  every  hundred,  from  Sandwich  to  Gasp^  would 
have  declared  in  its  favour,  although  Canada  wis  oX  to 
?n^»'^7.;'^'"?'  °^."^  ""'t.     This%roject  haZgTaLd 

and  ™  fe7r\T'  ^'i  *°  ^^  """"""t^^  f°'  brinfing  aid 
and  reUef  to  the  unfortunate  Grand  Trunk-Ind  the 
Confederation  of  the  British  North  American  Provinces 
naturally  suggested  itself  to  the  Grand  Trunk  0^1"  as 
the  surest  means  of  bringing  with  it  the  construction  of 
Mf  H  'T'°'"'''u^^"^''y-  Such  was  the  origiS  of  "his 
S^^e  w;°°  T -f  T-  7^  «^''"'»  Trunk  leople  ai^e 
at  the  bottom  of  it ;  1  and  I  find  that  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  m  Watkfn  H^H 
in  advance  congratulate  tL  shfreZde^s  Id  bond 
thl  „'nr"  *^  ^^'^^^  VTOBpeoU  opening  before  them  by 
the  enhMioed  value  wWh  will  be  given  to  their  shkrel 
and  bonds,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Confederation  scheme  ' 
.Ph„^      "instruction  of  the  Intercolonial  as  part  of  the 

0/  Confederationi^SlOe).  ^^  ^"^^  Cartraght,  Mmori,, 
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authority  8100.000  out  7?he  n„hT„  2'  taking  without 
Trunk  Railway  at  a  time  when  th-i^^*  °^  ""^  ^"""^ 
vote  on  repre^s;ntati™  by  popurtio'„?„°' '•''''" ''P^'y 
sessions.  Those  who  haj  been  th°  l  ^  T-""  '"'° 
advocacy  of  it  had  let  it  Hrnrf  t  '°"'^®'*  '"  ^^«" 
Lower  danada  as  betg\vllL  to  """l,  *r'''''  *'^™"«'' 
grant  representation  b#ronukl„n  '"".^"'^^  Canada, 
Canadian  institutions  I  ^thankS  "."'^/^^foy  Lower 
Upper  Canada,  like  some  of  fh' T  ^  "^^*'' '"^"'ted 
never  compared  the  people  °f  f^^f  ^l'"  'fviled  me.  I 
codfish.'     f  showed  on  The  „   ^^P"  ^Z'"^''*  *»  «<>  many 

willing  to  mitThe  jus"  ctimTrf  Bi,„t'r'  "T  ^'^'^^^ 
without  any  demand  wwi       /     I^P®'  Canada.     Well, 

question,  the  moment  tTecJl'  '"^  '^  "8**^*'°"  "^  'tis 
there  was  a  n~Uy  for  resl^Tr*  ^"^  '^''^*<''J  ^"^ 
people,  these  gentlemen  n^..^^^.^  '""  8°'°8  before  the 
theil-  greatest  opponent"  aKfn  fT.'"''*  *°  "'"brace 
will  make  everyXng  smooth   we   *?„ ^b««^«'^es,  "We 

referred  thrlsplh  CtTen  ht  ^P^.T'''''  *°  ^^'""°  «-^« 
Minister  of  Finance  tKtnr/n""■^^''?""^g"««.  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ross,  who  is  now  no  T"^'""""'  ?*^*  """1  "le 
voted  against  thrrppoiStmeS?  rfTe  '^  '"'n*^'' '  ^e 
aJ^ter  it  was  named,  asa  member  of 1^^^  hTT*]"'''  '^°'^' 
the  principle  of  Confederation  The  w  "'iTr* 

m  that  committee  was  about  the  middli  of  T'  '*''?" 
very  day  of  the  crisis  and  the  hn^  u,  ■^""'''  the 
voted  against  the  prindnle  of  rtnfT"?'''"  gentleman 
provinces,  in  accordance  wkhth»^';'''''T  °^  ^"  the 
again  expressed  in  tWs  House  IT' ■'""'  ^'  "«"'"  »"d 
ConfederLon    ^Liever      ZleT  ^'^L?^^'^  *°.  *" 

pTntT«fe^r^a°r£n^"^"-^^^^ 

seats  as  ^^^^^"^e^  ^'^^^^'^^ 

-ore  „gh.  '0  representation  than  ^^"oir^^X'^^llf- 
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elusion  quite  legitimately,   from  facta  which  are  well 
known  to  this  House. 

But,  sir,  it  would  probably  be  of  very  little  moment 
whether  I  wag  formerly  in  favour  of  Confederation  or 
agamst  it,  or  whether  the  Hon.  Attorney-General  West 
was  m  favour  of  Confederation  or  opposed  to  it  if 
the  scheme  proposed  to  us  were  an  equitable  one '  or 
one  calculated  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
this  country ;  but  as  I  said  a  minute  ago,  the  scheme 
was  not  called  for  by  any  considerable  proportion 
of  the  population.  It  is  not  laid  before  t^e  House 
as  one  which  was  demanded  by  any  number  of  the 
people  ;  it  is  not  brought  down  m  response  to  any  call 
trom  the  people  ;  it  is  a  device  of  men  who  are  in  diifi- 
culties,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  out  of  them.  The 
members  of  the  Tachi-Macdonald  Government  could  not 
oppeal  to  the  country  after  their  defeat  upon  the  question 
whether  they  were  justified  in  taking  $100,000  out  of  the 
pubhc  chest,  in  addition  to  the  millions  they  had  nre- 
viously  taken,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament  'so 
having  either  to  give  up  their  seats  or  evade  that  par- 
ticular issue,  they  abandoned  all  their  previous  opinions 
and  joined  the  honourable  memb  r  for  South  Oxford  iii 
carrying  out  this  Confederation  scueme. 

I  come  now  to  another  point,  viz., is  the  scheme  presented 
to  us  the  same  one  that  was  promised  to  us  by  the  Adminis- 
tration when  it  was  formed  ?  This,  sir,  might  be  but  of 
slight  importance  if  the  manner  in  which  this  proposed 
Constitution  was  framed  had  not  a  most  unfortunate  bear- 
ing on  the  scheme  itself  ;  but  it  is  a  grave  matter,  since 
the  scheme  is  so  objectionable,  especially  as  we  are  eravelv 
told  that  It  cannot  be  amended  in  the  least,  but  that  it  is 
brought  down  as  a  compact  made  between  the  Government 
of  this  countnr  and  delegates  from  the  governments  of 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Newfoundland,  and  Prince 
Jidward  Island— as  a  treaty  which  cannot  be  altered  or 
amended  in  any  particular.  The  plain  meaning  of  this  is 
'  ',  that  the  Lower  Provinces  have  made  out  a  Constitu- 
uon  for  us,  and  we  are  to  adopt  it.  This  fact  will  appear 
the  more  clearly  when  it  is  considered,  as  was  pomted 
out,  much  to  my  surprise,  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Hastings  (Mr.  T.  C.  Wallbridge),  that  in  the  Con- 
terence  the  vote  was  taken  by  provinces,  putting  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,  with  nearly  2,500,000  people  on  no 
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-on  the  same  level  rNotaS?.^^^!'  ^'*^  ''«  250,000 
In  order  to  show,  jT.  Speaker  l^f'';*''  "'  ^'O'"""-  •  •  • 
in  what  I  state,  that  thif  scheme  i,  I V.?  "•"  mistaken 
was  announced  in  the  formaC  „f  Tv  "lf.°"^  ''^'"^  '' 
was  to  be  brought  down-S  ord^  °/  *''''  Administration 

It  was  then  determined  notTobrin^HnP'"^"'  t'^'^'^-  ""'' 
—I  will  cite  a  deolaratmn^^*u  "'""'>  a  measure 
Government  as  trthe't°otir„t  XT""^"^  °f  "»« 
Its  formation.  I  will  ?p£?f*  "I ,."''>"'''  ^°°^  P'aoe  at 
CAromWe  of  June  2M  :-  ""  "'•'  «"«''«<'  ^<»-«»«? 

The  Gnv.,.„        .  '^'"'"'""'^'""—Oonfldtntial. 

meat  for  .he  purpo'e  of  femedvinl  Jh?  '^'  ""'.  ^'"■°°  "^ "K 
,^-  Te„Uo.,  .0  he  ^^rL.f.rSZ,^'^^^''^^^^^^^ 

oompoeed  of  .Le  melbf    „f  ??;  G?vTrnl°T^"°S '^^    •'"Sfued? 
-^^o.he,.dCo»So"ifttira5:ir.-^^^^^^ 

mtbrL*'s:„?rLrrb"u??h\^.~"r^^^^  *"  *»>« 

not  accept  it.  This  memnrl5'''°"°'"able  member  did 
which  is  now  broughrr?he  Hon  ^"'^".'l'  '^'  ""^""^^ 
scheme  was  not  accepted  bvth^T  '  *'"l,^  '"P^at,  that 
South  Oxford,  but  an  underatandW  °"^''''  '""'»'"'■•  '«' 
IS  to  be  found  in  the  neft  mf^*  ^^'  """"^  *°'  "^^^"^ 
communicated  to  the  Ho":?  in'^Ke^Tl."''''"'  ""^^ 

by  m.roduei„g  .he  Federal  p?Sp°  ^^T"™/  »'^«"«  diffi/ulfes" 
provi«one  as  wUl  permit  .he  Mar  .toe  Pr„  •  ™''"'  ''™?'^'*  ""h  »"* 
Ter„.ory  .0  he  incorporated  -to^^/a^^^  »fi^r.h.We.t 
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And  the  OovOTnment  wil  wek,  by  Hading  raprotentativei  to  tlia 
Lower  Province,  and  to  England,  to  lecure  the  aaeent  o(  thou  intereete 
which  are  Wond  the  control  of  our  own  leglnlation  to  such  a  meaiure 
V  !!".'  f"'''l''  •"Briti.h  North  America  to  I,  united  under  a  General 
Legielature  bued  upon  the  Federal  eyetem. 

There  is  a  vast  difference,  Mr.  Speaker,  between  these 
two  propositions.  The  first  wag  that  the  Government 
would  pledge  themselves  to  seek  a  Confederation  of  the 
British  American  Provinces,  and  if  they  failed  in  that  to 
federate  the  two  Canadas,  and  this  was  rejected  ;  the 
second  which  was  accepted  by  the  President  of  the 
Council,  pledged  the  Government  to  bring  in  a  measure 
for  the  Confederation  of  the  two  Canadas,  with  provision 
for  the  admission  of  the  other  provinces  when  thev 
thought  proper  to  enter. 

But,  sir    I  may  be  asked,  granting  all  this,  grant- 
ing that  the  scheme  brought  down  is  not  the  scheme 
P'omised   to   us,  what   difference    our   bringing    in  the 
provinces  at  once  can  make  ?      This  T  will   endeavour 
to  explain.  When  they  went  into  the  Conference,  hon- 
ourable gentlemen  opposite  submitted  to  have  the  votes 
taken   by   provinces.      Well,    they   have   now   brought 
us    m,    as    was   natural    under   the   circumstances,    the 
most   conservative   measure  ever  laid   before  a  Parlia- 
ment.    The  members  of  the  Upper  House  are  no  longer 
to  be  elected,  but  nominated,  and  nominated  by  whom  ? 
By  a  Tory  or  Conservative  Government  for  Canada,  by 
a  Conservative  Government  in  Nova  Scotia,  by  a  Con- 
servative Government  in  Prince  Edward  Island    by  a 
Conservative  Government   in  Newfoundland,   the  only 
Liberal  Government  concerned  in  the  nomination  being 
that   which   is  controlled  by     he  liberal  party  in  New 
Brunswick    whose  fate  depends  on  the  result  of  the 
elections  that  are  now  going  on  in  that  province.     Such 
a  scheme  would  never  have  been  adopted  if  submitted 
to   the   hberal   people   of   Upper   Canada.    When   the 
Government  went  into  that  Conference  they  were  bound 
by  the  majority,  especially  since  they  voted  by  provinces 
and  the  1,400,000  of  Upper  Canada  with  the  1,100  000 
of  Lower  Canada— together  2,500,000  people— were  over- 
ridden  by   900,000  people   of  the   Maritime   Provinces. 
Were  we  not  expressly  told  that  it  was  the  Lower  Pro- 
vinces who  would  not  hear  of  our  having  an  elective 
Legislative  Council  ?    If,  instead  of  going  into  Conference 
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siderinK,  such  a  oi^vB^™     I  document  we  ure  con- 

tlieir  kind  "olidtude  for  fh„'n  ^"^^  """  ^^'^gatea  for 

l^ul^tuni  ^  I  '^^Po-^a'y  numerical  strength  to  brfna 
st°?hat  le/aSlTenow/*Jr  ^'7°''''  '     Remember^ 

s^iXHr/f ^" -^^^ 

this  S  ty     I^  Betom    ±re''7.T  '^'''^'^^  '"■" 
At  last  in  1832  the  agitation  had  become  so  great  "hat 
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with  the  view,  of  theVople  fir  We^lrarto'hr 
clZtr^'^f  existing'to  rheok  the  actiorof  our  Un^r 

e'^c-e^t'':;  rr4\Tr,xte%i''^^^^^^^^^ 

p!frs^:tCTSS!i^: 
r.l„r?r™ro:So:-^^^^^^^^^ 

MmmmM 

f7™e„t:teetsr;K^^^ 

Council ;  their  appoiZent  istTo"^  Z  v:f™  "f  H 

^^ea?^Sf.^;-^-Sr£^S-" 
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ou?S>'S°X"'ort  nnPP*,',«°r  "  P'OP""*.  with- 
to  govern^  itpXZl  -  j'"*""!;  "«^  '»  ^'Vo 

HettUng  the  local  S»t^^l'*°K*"u"'"^  *  £'«"  '«■• 
of  opinion  wiU  «rL*  m^^.-  tT^l^'"^  8™?'  difference, 
majority  from  iWer  PanL.  °n  ''*PP'"  '*'»''  that  the 
troL  Upper  Can^rLH™*'"  """!  *'">  »  "^ority 
ConetitXn  dS,ful  fff?  *  "P""."-*!  gection  a  local 
of  Upper  CWaT%t  wholeTLmr"'^  of  the  tK^ple 
beginning  to  end  It  i,  h„f  L*  T!i.  '"■  "  *'«'"ra  'fora 
the  view!  of  honourable  .^enti"!*""''  """.  B""''""""  with 
»s  much  power  Mno8,i^r"!'T."uPPT"''»'''"*  to  ''""P 
ment-t&t  I,  the^  doctn„e  of  th^""'^  °'  ""'.  «"^«™- 
everywhi,  e— that   i»   fT.   r  ■ '^''.  conservative  party 

torierfrom  the  whl^?he  "torir'"^  ^i'tinguishei^  th^ 
Crown,  and  the  liCfL  a^wavs  want  /"'^^  "^•'  *'"*  "«' 
and  influence  to  the  oeo^e  ^Th^  "  !°  ?"'«  mo'e  power 
gentlemen  opposite  whSi.,  The  instmcts  of  honourable 
General  Em^ or  the  Ho„  aT  ^^^''^^^  «"»■  Attomey- 
them  to  this-they  thSi  iht  hanH"^"?!r?J  ^'"'-  '"^d 
be  strengthened  and  thf  influ.n^f*  ?1*^«  Crown  should 
oible,  di^ished-and  this  Const.tn°f ■  "*•  ^''"P'"'  "  P™' 

tt"i^;^i^A  i:z  i£--?^-^  ^^pp=b? 

we  <^hLuZyetetZ°mbTSr''f^''y  »'"'  C^°^"  ^ 
of  in  any  country  where  onn«o  ^'?"''','"*'°°  «^«'"  heard 
vails,    fhe  SpeXrnfft,r?   '■'"?*'?"*'  «ovemm.ent  pre- 

be  •PPomtedVtbo1wn'^''&':n'r''^'^  "1'°  '° 
wards,  and  a  Wtlfi  n.w    f"  ^        another  step  back- 

ment.'  We  We  hefrd  In     P^^^W  f°'  '^e  Sovern- 

PrinoeEdwardTslandnrK      3"""'''  '"'"'7  deUvered  in 

of  the  allu^men  "offered  to  theTr"^'  ^^"8^'  ''^^^- 
the  shape  of  prospectZ  i„  ^1 '^^'''8*'««  *hile  here  iii 
Court  of  AppealXell?,  TtlTr-'^  ^  J^-^Ses  of  the 
local  governors 'a7one  of  the  r^'*'"'"''™-^"'"''"'  ""d 

^T^^oTcrtln^^™^^^^^ 

fedeJSnS'necesaaJt'ZTh-  ''  '^  ^'"'^  "''"  *»>"  Con- 
better  mode  of  defen™  fn,  fv  P"^°'«  "^  providing  a 
people  who  thnk  tw  h?    }a-  """""'y-  "  ^here  may^be 

you  make^.ve     iimnofoftt"f^  '"'■"■^'"^  '^^  '"S'^'her 
1  am  not  of  that  opinion.     I  cannot  see 
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how  by  odding  tho  700,000  or  800,000  people,  the  in- 
habitants  of    the    Lower    ProvincoH,    to    the    2,600  000 
inJiabitant.  of  Canada,  you  can  multiply  them  ho  o^  to 
malto  a  much  larger  force  to  defend  the  country  than 
you  have  at  prenent.     Of  course  the  connection  with  the 
uritish  fcmpiro  m  the  link  of  communication  by  which  the 
whole  force  of  the  Empire  can  bo  brought  together  for 
defence      But   the  po«Itioii  of  this  country  Snder  the 
proponed  scheme  is  very  evident.     You  add  to  tho  fron- 
tier four  or  five  hundrtnl  more  miles  than  you  now  iiavo 
and  an  extent  of  country  immeasurably  greater  in  pro- 
portion than  the  additional  population  you  have  gaiiied 
and  If  there  is  an  advantage  at  all  for  tlio  defence  of  the 
country,  it  will  be  on  the  part  of  the  Lower  Provinces  and 
not  for  UH.     And  as  we  find  that  we  ar"  about  to  enter 
into  a  very  large  expenditure  for  this  purpose  of  defence 
—  this  having  been  formal! v  announced  in  a  Hpeech 
delivered  by  the  President  of  tho  Council  at  Toronto— 
and  as  Canada  is  to  contribute   to  that  expenditure  to 
the  extent  of  ten-twelfths  of  the  whole,  the  other  pro- 
vinces paying  only  two-twelfthb,  it  follows  that  Canada 
will  pay  ten-twelfths  also  of  the  cost  of  defence,  which 
to  defend  the  largely  extended  country  we  will  have  to 
defend   will  bo  much  larger  than  if  we  remained  alone. 
•  :,,:    "  appears  then  that  our  course  is  to  put  "the 
military  and  naval  defences  "  into  "  a  most  complete  and 
satisfactory  condition."    Now  1  find  that,  according  to 
these  resolutions,  the  General  Government  is  to  have 
control  of      the  military  and  naval  defences,"  but    of 
course   the  cost  of  them  is  not  stated.    Thit,  I  contend, 
then,  that  if  the  mihtary  and  naval  defences  of  all  tho 
provmoes  are  to  be  provided  for  by  tho  General  Govern- 
ment, and  if  you  have  to  increase  the  militia  for  this  pur- 

nfTw.  f"  ^7u"  P™''™«™7ill  pay  only  their  proportion 
of  two-twemhs,  and  Canada,  wliilo  obtaining  no  greater 
defensive  force  than  at  present,  will  have  to  pay  five 
times  as  much  as  we  are  now  paying.  Why,  sir,  take 
the  line  dividing  New  Brunswick  from  Maine  and  you  find 
it  separates  on  the  one  side  250,000,  thinly  scattered  over 
a  vast  territory,  from  750,000  on  the  other,  compact  and 
pow-rful.  These  250,000  Canada  will  have  to  defend 
and  It  will  have  to  pledge  its  resources  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  means  of  defence  along  that  extended  line 
And.  if  rumour  be  true,  the  Intercolonial  Railway  this 
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route  ha,  b,.,!^Tund  "h"^  ''^  '"formed-that  a  new 
nobody  at  all  "and  while  I  L"  T'''y  "v«'rybody  o^ 
that  it  i.  mo,  .ZuTar  that  1""  ''"»,P"J"'  '  mu.t^.ay 
the«e  "solution,  !„d  to  nidi""'  "*  ■  ''  "P°"  to  vote 
twelfth,  of  the  cost  of  f »,?^M  °""«''^«'''  to  pay  ten- 
whether  there  will  bo  ten  mL;"''**^'  7''^°"'  ^nowi.^ 
it  in  l^wer  Cana  a  or  wh^ttrlf  ""n  ''""''"■^  '»"•"'  ^ 
or  820,000,000,  .  '  wrh»l„  ^  ?'  '  "°"  «JO,000,000 
that  the  engineer  Mr  JplmT  •'*''''  ''""  """»'  time  pa«t 
report.     VVKv  iTit  nnf  f  T.^"*'  '■*  P'opan^d  to  make  "« 

^t  back  r  Th^'Cre  SvrSf';;"''-'' """ "  '-- 

House  will  show  an  utter  d^relardl^f"^   PT'"  '"  this 
do  not  insist  upon  havinir  th^*'™      /  ""'',''  '*•"}'  ''  they 
tions  respecting  IhenndentkLr^"'^-  T''  '""  "?'«"«- 
for  the  constitution  o"?hrioc«rf;  '"  *""  ""  ^^^  ''^'  «» 
vote  upon  the  resolutions  bXr?  the^H" ""'  ''?'°-'  '^''^ 
to  suppose  that  this  IntercolonLTRaL    "' m,  ■  ^'  "  '""^ 
degree  be  conducive  to  the  defence  n.t^  """  '"  ""*  '«~" 
have  expended  a  large  sum  ofTL      '"'  '■"""try.-    Wo 
It  more  cordially  anfhear^lv  th^^  ^^~?r'*,"°"«  ^°ted 
pose  of  opening  a  militarvhX.^^"  myself-for  the  pur- 
ouski:  a?d  thit  r^a^^Z'i^e^^^'^^.e^'P^toirina- 
neighbours,  would  befouml  TL        hostilities  with  -   .. 
transport  of  trooM  r«nnn„  °'i",«f«ater  service  for  >! 

warjhan  a^rffi::y"?o"llS  t'he'^  °' '°"'"«°"''  ' 
southern  route  possibly  caa  b^  Th!f  """!.  °'  *  °>°f« 
efifeotually  destroyed  ;  butTraiLj^-  ""•*  ''*""°t  bo 
not  more  than  fifteen  or  *w  ™"«'ay  'ymg  ui  some  places 
will  be  of  no^se  whatever  h.^  ""'",'  'j'°'°  ^^^  f'°n^^. 
whioh  it  may  be  SZand ?ei:eS'  '''L"''""""^  ^•'"' 
destroy  miles  of  it  before  it  «„f.?ij  ?'  ^  *"«'°y  could 
him  and  in  time  of  Slty  Uwiuld'h""'"'''"  '°  '««'«* 
the  troops  passing  along  ^'^nlT::^^ ^.Z: :;rC; 

*    Brown  rnA  Tt.-! I       ,   .  "^ 


_.vnu  I.uu  J 

i"^"">  b""""  "le  question  of  Kd^riU'll"""  "!??  PO"""*!  aliiei 

Briti.1,  territo/  A»7c  "  m' '  i  '"?'  "?™"  '"  "■«  Atlantic  throiS," 
any  oonsiderabfe  merit ;  T^Zlk  TiT"  "  '"?'  ■«"•  '  'PpS, 
•dvooates:  but  if  the  union  of  th6^,.„■'""  ".'""■  however,  mMy 
absolute  necessity;  and  as  iho  J      P/ovincee  is  to  go  on,  it  is  m 

""■"■""•  ■•"■••»^a™S?,  I  heart%^"rfoVi^?'°"'  *""  ''""'  "°  »»!." 
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"osoiute  necessity  •  an^  T=  Vu        ■      P™"'" 
"gu^ent  in  its  tou^I  heaX^g^foVi;??' 
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to  keep  It  open  Upon  this  question  of  defence,  we  have 
heart  so  much  dunng  the  past  two  or  three  years  that  1 
think  It  IS  time  now  we  should  have  some  plain  explana- 
tions about  It  We  heard  the  other  day  from  the  honZ- 
able  member  for  West  Montreal  '-and  I  am  always  glad 
to  quote  him  he  is  usually  so  correct-that  in  less  than 
a  year  the  American  army,  the  army  of  the  Northern 
btates,  was  increased  from  9,000  to  800,000  men  ready  for 
service,  and  that  in  less  than  four  years  they  were  able  to 
put  to  sea  a  fleet  which,  in  point  of  numbers— I  do  not 
f!J  '"  f^°'?*"i  Ofjalue— was  equal  to  the  entire  naval 
force  of  England.  Well,  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  gone  urther  and  shown  that  within  a  period  of 
9  ?n/nnf  *'""  Northern  States  have  called  into  the  field 
^,rfOO,000  men—as  many  armed  men  as  we  have  men, 
women  and  cb  Idren  m  the  two  Canadas— and  that  we 

f  f/  rZl  ^^^  °*.  """"^  "^""8  ■•^'^^d  and  equipped.  It 
m  stated  that,  m  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
us  to  place  ourselves  in  a  state  of  defence.  Sir,  I  say  it 
here  candidly  and  honestly,  that  we  are  bouiid  to  do 
everything  we  can  to  protect  the  country,  but  we  are 
not  bound  to  rum  ourselves  in  anticipation  of  a  supposed 

Z,L,      ^'i?H"'^-  ..The   battles   of   Canada   cannot   be 

;3  ■?•"  ^  !1°°aT'  """^  °"  **>"  '"■gh  seas  and  at  the 
great  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  and  it  will  be  nothing 
but  folly  for  us  to  cripple  ourselves  by  spending  fifteeS 
or  twenty  millions  a  year  to  raise  an  army  of  50  000 
men  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  an  invasion  of  the  country. 
J  he  best  thing  that  Canada  can  do  is  to  keep  quiet,  and 
to  give  no  cause  for  war.  Let  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country  compel  the  press  to  cease  the  attacks  it  is  every 
llZtT^l"^.  "P°"  the  Government  and  people  of  the 

Jingland  and  the  States— even  if  from  no  fault  of  ours— 
we  wil  cast  in  ourlot  with  England  and  help  her  to  fight 
the  batt  e  ;  but  in  the  meantime  it  is  no  use  whatever  to 
raise  or  keep  up  anything  like  a  standing  army.  .  The 
honourable  member  for  Peterborough "  stated  the  other 
day,  and  correctly  I  believe,  that  the  place  for  our  militia 
was  behind  the  fortifications  of  our  fortified  places 
where  they  would  count  for  something  and  would  be  of 

'  The  Hon.  T.  D'Aicy  McGee.  >  The  Hon.  F.  W.  Hanltain. 
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domn^n™^  °f  ^o™"  75,000  or  80  onn  """^  ^  *"  '"- 
W  P""!"*''^  consists  now  of  onlw  '"^"-  ^'^^  ''ing- 
tM«  /  '*'■■  ?  '"^te"t.  than  o^e  of  "  ^i'"^"  ™*"  i^landsl 
this  dismemberment  has  been  fnr  T  ''"'8*  counties ;  and 
had  a    t^„ji  nas  been  forced  upon  it,  although"? 

the  whole  popuiation^was  L  favour'o"f  fh"*  '^'  ^''^^"S  o 
use  this  argument  fnr  fK„      'a^ur  of  the  war.     I  rfn  m«* 

JVow,   sir,   when   lit- 

ali  the  acts  Vthe  IocS'":^l<;°^«™"°«"t  control  over 
S  tt'  ^"^^   ""d°r   th  s«'t  ?:^^-,    What  difficuE 

passed  by  thf /oca"  l^^Fs  atCef  ^""JPr'  ^eolh^^ 
majority  of  the  people°of  thif  i^"*?-  'demanded  by  a 
conferred  upon  theXera  Cni  ""^'^^  '  This  power 
pared  to  the  veto  power  tW^T"?"""'  '^^  been  com 

to  our  legislation  fbrtte  know  .h^'^/!?'*"'^™ 
England  are  not  actuated  bvth»  1  *^f  statesmen  of 
prejudices,  and  do  not  partake  of  th^'f'  ff"''"g«  and 
that  prevail  in  the  colonies  tL^"  '?"^'  jealousies, 
hare  therefore  confidenceTthenfLH"'"'  governments 
decisions  ;  and  generally  ,  I  '  ""^  respect  for  their 
colonial  Iegislature"rS'  to  f1"  ^  'f^  adopted  by  a 
with  the  policy  of  the  Km°  re  a"?'/'  '*  ^"^^  "ot  cTash 
*wed,   and  more  especiairoria^hVit^::;^  f 
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policy  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  do  whatever  the 
colonies  desire  in  this  respect,  when  their  wishes  are  con- 
stitutionally expressed.    The  axiom  on  which  they  seem 
to  act  is  that  the  less  they  hear  of  the  colonies  the  better. 
But  how  different  wiU  be  the  result  in  this  case,  when  the 
Ueneral  Covemment  exercises  the  veto  power  over  the 
acts  of  local  legislatures.    Do  you  not  see  that  it  is  quite 
possiblefor  a  majority  in  a  local  government  to  be  opposed 
to  the  General  Government ;  and  that  in  such  a  case  the 
minority  would  call  upon  the  General  Government  to 
disallow  the  laws  enacted  by  the  majority  1    The  men 
who  wUl  compose  the  General  Government  will  be  de- 
pendent for  their  support  upon  their  poUtical  friends  in 
the  local  legislatures,  and  it  may  so  happen  that,  in  order 
to  secure  this  support,  or  in  order  to  serve  their  own 
purposes  or  that  of  their  supporters,  they  will  veto  laws 
which  the  inajority  of  a  local  legislature  find  necessary 
and  good.     We  know  how  high  party  feeling  runs  some- 
times upon  local  matters  even  of  trivial  importance  and 
we  may  find  parties  so  hotly  opposed  to  each  other  in  the 
local  legislatures,  that  the  whole  power  of  the  minority  may 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  their  friends  who  have  a  majority 
m  the  General  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  passage  of  some  law  objectionable  to  them  but  de- 
sired by  the  majority  of  their  own  section.    What  will 
be  the  result  of  such  a  state  of  things  but  bitterness 
of   feelmg,    strong   political   acrimony   and   dangerous 
agitation  ?  .  .  .  »       = 

But,  sir,  respecting  the  defences  of  the  country  I 
should  have  said  at  an  eariier  stage  of  my  remarks 
that  this  scheme  proposes  a  union  not  only  with  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and 
Newfoundland,  but  also  with  British  Columbia  and 
Vancouver  s  Island.  Although  I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  the  mformation  from  the  Government— for  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  very  ready  to  give  mformation— yet  I 
understand  that  there  are  despatches  to  hand,  stating 
that  resolutions  have  been  adopted  in  the  Legislature  of 
British  Columbia  asking  for  admission  into  the  Con- 
federation at  once.  I  must  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it 
looks  like  a  burlesque  to  speak  as  a  means  of  defence  of  a 
scheme  of  Confederation  to  unite  the  whole  country 
extending  from  Newfoundland  to  Vancouver's  Island, 
thousands  of  miles  intervening  without  any  communica- 
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tion,  except  through  the  United  States  or  around  Capo 

Hon.   Attorney-General  Cartier  ■     Th«™   • 
oceanic  Railway.o  be  built  "  '^  ''  ""   ^"*''''- 

nec1:rit/^fConW:rati^n%„'  '""^T"  "'''*  '«  «"''»•>- 
forward^  Some  wS  oifln  J  ''^  T^ '""^  '°°"  '""k 
scheme  for  the  benefit  omesrZtk  *'^'^«"'"'l  Trunk 
the  ne^  Hudson's  Bay  Company     ''"  ""'^  ^""P^^y'  "' 

srj' -£•  s'S'^r  I"'  - -= 

the  formatir  of  T^eUt"  "^'"'^  Government  for 
if  there  is  any  memKorTT°"n  ^  T^^  ^"'l  "'^ 
extraction,  wh^o  "d^  to  vot^f!;:'  ^f" -I*"  °^  *''«"'='> 

by  the  Hon.  ^eTidXf  tlXuZ  :-    ""'^  ''^^"  «"■<» 

enS;'  Zl  "^^^^S^  "^£i  tS/7f  rS"^  ^"™»  ^'^^  '0 
propoBed.  -We  would  all  ha™  d™i«d  a  iBri.llt^"''  ?™°'  "^  '«"' 
the  power  concentrated  in  the  Sli  Jf^"'"'™  "J"on,  and  to  see 
England,  spreading  the  kSs  of  it.S!?^  Government  as  it  exists  in 
of  &e  landfbut  we^found^t  wa  L^nnSr"".  "T  f  *»  institutions 
/ound^that  there  were  diAcXr£.°re\!r/:£ -^nott 

ttnr  dl^:res:n'rrer''i''''"f<^^''^«  -^•j^  --« 

could  not  be  fccomnli^tH  »f  *  '^8"'Sl'^^  ""i""'  but  it 
i8  the  first  ~arvstn\°"'-''..^^''^'''^«d<''a«<'n 
Government  is  ready  L«rTntrF±  f  ?^"  ^""'"^ 
and  when  that  is  ac^comptt  t^'p™'  TT  **  ""'="• 
be  completely  overwhelmed  hv  f h  •  "*?  '''^™''"'  ^"' 

representatives.  Wlat  Zn  wn.^M  '"''J°"ty ."f  British 
Government  from  Dassint«»Jf  Pf''.'"'*  *«  ^^^eral 
way  to  those  w^  are  P»  in  °^  resolutions  in  a  similar 
mitting  them  to  the  neol  fn- *"  P"'''  ^'*'>™*  '"b- 
Goverfment  to  settid^eTh^.:&Cro/5«,t=■ 
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^^If'^'^f  tt'''*'''^*''^  ™'™  instead  of  it  ?    PerhaDs  the 

that  w^r  TV.       ''?,?*'  *"y  *"^'"P'  to  change  them  ta 
ions  th^ip  Ji"LH'V?'i"^''"8«  "»"''  '«"«i°"«  iM«ti 
wSver     rm?nl''j'W"8'''  ^'"'  ""y  consideration 
affair  to  th«tiTHf     °f  .""habitants  may  seem  a  small 
anair  to  the  mind  of  a  philosopher  who  sits  down  to  write 

countr^^n     "/^''^  gentlemen  that  the  history  o    every 
country  goes  to  show  that  not  even  by  the  power  of  thi 

Sl-"^- ""="'.- -"fS 

riXs  w/,,P^T'°"'  "^"«  "P  ""d  ass'^rting  their 
rignts.  We  have  the  same  circumstance  in  the  Listorv 
of  Belgium,  which  was  united  to  Holland  with  a  vpwZ 
secure  the  assimilation  of  the  two  countries  but  fifl„^ 
years  of  trial  had  hardly  elapsed  wH  the  whSe  S'the 
SrtC^'"-''"'^  Govemm'ent  rose  en  »LTe  to  protest 
X     S^r  -t""'"";  *",^  *r°  "''^'^  *«''  separate  naS- 

to  the  dominant  population.    In  that  honourWe  Se! 
a  aisaatisned  and  rebellious  people.    Is  it  desirablf.  fl,o+ 

has  caused  more  misery  and  misfortune  to  be  heaned 

cTntur  es  ofT*'^  .*^^"  ^™'^  ^^^«  been^^'ough?  ^ 
centuries  of  peaceful  compromising  legislation.     Sir,  if 
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portion  o?  th;  provi„:e'as  was^nte^wSTbl.^'^ 
you  will  see  the  whole  people  of  Lowct  rln!!.!  !•  •" 
together  to  resist  by  afl  leS  and  cT^tVr.-  ?''"'''"« 
such  an  attempt  at  wresting  from  fh.rfi"""*  •""*"' 
that  they  now^enjoyThfv  would  Z  [^''"' '"^^f'""' 

state  so  undesirable  that  althn>,»'.  T  ,„  *  ^' ,  ^''"  "*  * 
to  the  proposed  Federal  nnionTam?ti™"^'^  °PP'''"<^ 
oppose!  tS  a  legisttt  e  unfon  Thole  who'  f '""^'^ 
legislative  union  mav  aee  from  this  wbr,  ^-  '"?  " 
elements  they  would '  hav^  tnH^   tins   what   discordant 

the  task,  and'  Xt  ml::;,  ^''^j^toX' brinrt"""'';;;* 

country  bv  such  h  «fm      T  i,„       ii.        ■        '"S  "pon  the 

among^'hr;^t^^;popuLt7irro:crm^^^^^^^^ 

with  even  the  small  pjwer  that  the  Wl  Government 
^ticipate  any  morfltrbtt  t^^^^^^^^^ 

Of  t^^i^^^gK  tX^tsB^-^^ 
Sfi?^'fcuS^riHS°^~ 

with  them  in  thinking  that  they  ought  to  take  notl ''^'■'''' 
trust  in  this  matter  of  entering  unof  a  new  ,t!ff^-?" 
cal  existence,  and  neither  S  we  of  French  So 
do  so,  in  relation  to  the  General  Government   ?  ^ 
happy  our  relation.  .0  each  othlr  m^/S'^ptsenT'" 
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member  i1%t{:f"'"'J  ,/^''<'"''"  ■■  Tl«>  honourable 
Z^of  ,.  pLV  H  '?«"  '"'"^  ""  ""'  "'her  day  tlmt  the 
n«l^f  a  C-onfederation  was  adopted  and  moved  bv  the 

thTcrt  tfT'"'"''h  f"-"  "'"  -""«  PurpoHo  of  stifl  n? 
it  refl7       ■•«'P'-«^«<'ntation  by  populat.*on     Well,  and^ 

L  hitet  T'  T.'^r  ^'  *''^  honourable  memW  find 
8  OD  that  eil  ,  ""'  '"'"''  in^Portant  that  we  should 

fn  n„;  „,  ^.  '°'  ^P-'i^ntation   baaed  on  population 

oave  conterred  on  the  latter  the  pr  vileee  of  leelslatinir 
for  us,  not  only  in  general,  but  in  loeaf  matte™  The 
honourable  member  for  Hochelaga  ought  oTave  beenThe 
h     *°:;^P'-°«<'h  the  present  Government  with  having  by 

sentaTon  r,ei  ^""f-^-^"™""".  ^^PP-^d  the  crv  for?fpre^- 
sentation  baaed  on  population.  In  1854,  the  honourable 
rnember  admitted,  as  he  himself  acknowledges    ha?~ 

c^sfaZnerf rrr '"*'°"  ^-^^  J""*  ■«  p4eiple?aXo 
was  tZt  Z I  "^["'^^'onwas  fatal.    The  consequence 

was  that  the  honourable  member  was  compelled  to  keen  in 

Then  there  is  another  alternative  that  is  nronosed 

example  of  the  French  race  in  the  United  St.L=        I 

!:ir^'tti^  t-"  the  fat:  of'^th?"^i:t'h*rLo:rs' 

lana!     \Vhat  has  become  of  them  ?     What  has  become 
Tns  Hu"ions^"Tf/''t  ""^'"-"^  *'^«"-  '"'^^ners  Ind  thdr 

toshow  tha    the  Cnl''''''  ^'■'"y  "  *'^™  ^'"  '^'"''i" 
ro  snow  that  the  French  race  has  passed  that  way.    So 
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are   perfootly   comforta  ,l?'^fWK  r^"  P",""''"' ''"y  •"•<! 
have  the  ,^L  righ  "  a^d  rHiaio  ,  °  !h"  .""''    '^''^tante 

and  start  with  the  id™  of  t  a  M^^  "  T™','""  '""'  ""«. 
measure  proposed  for  our  accentr"""*^  u  "*,"""■  «"■•«  '«  a 
two  rosoTutUs,  r °8o°utiona  whtr-  T''°'^"''' '"  ""^'nty 
more  than  seventy!  wo  nrnn^l'- "*'''"  "  «''"'''  '"anv 
almost  every  prindpe  known'  Tn  I?"''  ^"'"■«t«l  with 
theory  and  practice  of  DonZr^  "'fercnco  to  the 

a  scheme  wKich  isase^nJ^l  K"vernmcnt.  I  say  it  is 
well  imagine  and  decIaZt  7"^^.  ^''''  »"  ""^  "an 
be  of  no  real'uselnTts  d^seuZn  ""'  "'"'  P"""'!''™  «»" 
lead  in  reference  to  t.  We  havHrn"?''  ^V'^  '"  """- 
abstract  question  of  a  nZionauVJ  }  ""  ''  ""  '"'"•<' 
umon   np  r^f  „  i,.j_     ■      """onanty,  or  of  un um  r>r  j.„ 


umon,  or  of  a  fedprRl  «=  ««„      Y*"  "*   "^   union  or  dis- 

Itisidletotalk  vagueiraSttl,    '°  ^'^g''*'''"^''  ""ion. 

connection,  or  to  go  into  m«L^  mamtenancc  of  British 

the  probable  resulfs  of  in,?it^    f'"'"'  ='P<"'"'ations  about 

this  scheme  as  a  sure  ni^^/^""'''''  °''  ''""'"y  to  urge 

United  States     ThllJ^lZTln,^  °'  annexation  to  t^: 

thoroughly  unreliable      Th^^     ? '  """^  generalities  are 

this  plan    in  itr.nHV  *         °"'y  question   is,  How  is 

questFonislfX;ht^>„f'"«  to  ^°'^  '    And  "hi: 

requiring  much  p"  t„ce    and   F   ,°  ""'""""  ■  '^  '«  one 

details.     I  may  further  take  rel^"'"'"  ^^^^ination  of 

I.do  not  apprLhthkquestiorfrnr^^' ''*'""«•  *'«'' 

view  whatever.    Alwavs  I  U^k    ""  ""^  "*'"'  Pomt  of 

Similarly,  Sir  E   P  t««i./      -i       ,. 
|»faed,  it  woSd  be  tnuJ^St  to'f  ^  ' "  "■^^''"»'  Union  were  ob- 
Lower  Canada  would  th.~K?,  separation  of  the  provinces  ami 

institutions  whicMt  Lm       j^  preserve  it,  autonomy   with  all'  ^S 

^"m? aXt^r  fer  ^/^»  ™' aXnt  *°  ""^^  '-  '""  '"e 
of  Brome,  irLoW/craSl"  nf  "'  '"'u !™«  '"''■°>'«--  '°>-  'he  county 
'He  printed  re.rt  o^^^T^Z^^^:^:^::^^^-^ 
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union  that  can  possibly  be  developed  (I  care  not  by  what 
name  you  call  it)  between  all  the  colonies,  provinces,  and 
dependencies  of  the  British  Crown.  I  desire  to  maintain 
tnat  intimate  union  which  ought  to  subsist,  but  which 
unfortunately  does  not  subsist  as  it  ought,  between  the 
Imperial  Government  and  all  those  dependencies.  I  am 
a  unionist  who  especially  does  not  desire  to  see  the  pro- 
vinces of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  disunited.  To  my 
mind,  this  scheme  does  not  at  all  present  itself  as  one  of 
union  ;  and  if  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  will  admit  the 
truth  they  will  acknowledge  that,  practically,  it  amounts 
to  a  disunion  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  I  con- 
fess that  I  am  irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  portion  of 
the  scheme.  I  repeat  I  do  not  care  to  see  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  more  dissevered  than  they  are  ;  on  the 
contrary  I  wish  to  see  them  brought  into  closer  union  • 
and  far  from  regarding  this  scheme  as  cementing  more 
closely  the  connection  of  these  provinces  with  the  British 
i-mpire,  I  look  upon  it  as  tending  rather  towards  a  not 
distant  disunion  of  these  provinces  from  the  British 
■limpire.  .  .  . 

If  I  could  be  astonished  at  anything  in  politics,  Mr. 
bpeaker,  I  should  be  astonished  at  the  attempt  which 
nas  been  made  by  some  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
ireasury  benches  to  represent  the  state  of  the  public 
ter^ling  on  this  subject  as  not  having  that  mere  sudden 
sensational,  unreliable  character  which  I  have  ascribed 
to  It.  Long  forgotten  expressions  of  individual  opinion ; 
clauses  said  to  have  formed  part  of  bills  not  to  be 
tound,  and  not  known  to  have  been  even  drawn- 
motions  threatened  but  never  made,  the  small  party 
tencmgs  of  past  times,  from  before  the  days  of  the 
Canada  Trade  Act  downwards,  have  been  pressed  into 
service  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  a  hard  case.  Well  I 
siiall  not  follow  out  that  line  of  argument  :  it  is  not  worth 
Willie  We  all  know  that,  from  the  time  of  the  union  of 
Lanada,  at  all  events  until  very  lately  indeed,  nothing 
Jil^  serious  discussions  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
a  federal  union,  or  of  any  union  at  all,  of  the  aggregate  of 
these  British  American  Provinces,  has  ever  so  little 
occupied  the  public  mind.  .  .  . 

It  can  hardly  be  denied,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  practical  objection  to  the  plan  of 
shifting    representation    districts,    which    is    what    this 
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^ystem  adopts,   and    what    »K-. 

States   adopted.      Eve^   f   '""^   'y**^'"    "f   the  United 
rom  each  P«.vince  inThe^Hourof  c"   '^P--"'»t'on 
changed  or  readjusted  by  a  nwf  7.?°'"""""  is  to  bo 
P"T)oses,  is  essentially  tL  sl^'  '"''".l'''  '"'  «"  Pmotical 
States      Of  course  we  WeTol       ""."f.,"'  »!><>  United 
the  allowance  for  the  three  f»rh„    /  ii."'"  "''dition  of 
tion  which  they  have-    h?r^      '  °^  the  dave  populn- 
the  population  Vthe  'seveVorr'""^  ""  '*'''  '°   "«kc 
w  all  essentials  common  to  the^^wo"""';  ""'^  ''^  "^  «'« 
declare   how   many   representaL^V^"'™'"'  '''<'  "re  to 
allowed  to  each  p^vinceXw,.,"   ''"","''''    '•"■«  '»  be 
must    be    that  we   can   have    ;!> 'T"  "' 'hat  system 
for  the   future  House  of  ^       °  ''"*'"8  constituonci^ 
tation   districts    cannot  "be'^tTTo     ^''™''   'T^™"" 
our  municipal,  business  or  regisTratinn  ^?T^P'>"d    with 
pur  districts  for  reoreapnf.^^     ■     '°"  distriete,  or  with 
atures.     We  are  to  Ce  a  *  ""f  '"  °'"i  P^"^'"'=i«'  '^g^- 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  e  ectf„.Pr'"'^''i'f""8  distrfcts 
Common,      I  mus't  say    hat  thKn' -^f ''^™'  "''"»«  "f 
British  point  of  view,  a  sound  1»"^^  "  ""'■  ''''""  * 
do  IS.  to  try  to  establ  sh  Tn?h-        '     ^^  '"'*  «'«  ought  to 
representation   distr^ts   as   t'T'7  °^  °"''  "  '"*  «? 
coinciding  with  our  ter^itoriafdll     "'   and   as   closely 
P"/P?^?f;  as  circumsta"oes  will  I  r'  ''''''l"^  '"'  °ther 
subdividing  or  otherwise  ftItT-        V^  "'  '°  ^ave  them  ■ 
ones,  onl/aa  occasfoTmay'b    foSnd^r'  °^  .««■««"*  "ew 

thyocal  parliaments        ^''*'''  •'  ^^  ^'"  do  that  for 

disti:cti^"twev^::'in:°-x't  r^^^^^  -*•  That 

?re  to  change  our  distrLi  fl    *"**  ^  f-omplain  of.     We 
«  the  local  ^parliamenU,t^™i,Kr  1  '^P^-ntati:: 
These  subdivisions  of  our  pr'v?;."' ""*  ""'<'^' ^^e  like, 
mam,    be  permanent     But  for   .      "^^  ""''••  '"  the 
Federal  Parliament  we  are    at  ea.lf '"f  f^"on    in    the 
periods,  to  have  a  generS'  r.»^-     *  °^  *''''"«"  decennial 
country,  so  as  to  divfde  each  ^roi"    "'"'  °'  ""'  «''ole 
number  of  aliquot  parts      Th?,;,'"""^  «'°  ''s  due 
nsages,  greatly  for  the  worse      U    "  '""o^'^tion  on  our 
character  of  r'eality,  convenience  ^^r^'^u-f'^^'^oy  that 
If  our  system,  as  a  whole   k  to  L''  '*f  ""''''y  ^'''ch- 
had  need  be  maintained  to   he  utm    .'"'i''  "  character- 
">  -pect  of  our  oonstituVntfrjVftriSr  tf^it 
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torial  delimitations  gpnerally.  Thin  changing  every  ten 
yeani  brings  togetlier  electoni  who  have  not  been  in  tlio 
habit  of  acting  with  each  other.  In  England  they  do 
nothing  of  thfs  sort  ;  they  do  not  change  their  limits 
lightly.  The  several  bodies  of  men  who  send  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Imperial  House  of  Commons  have  the 
habit  of  so  coming  together,  as  bodies  not  likely  to  be 
broken  up.  We  ought  to  keep  this  as  an  element  of  our 
Constitution,  but  it  is  carefully  eliminated  from  it.  .  .  . 
For  all  legislative  purposes,  wo  must  look  to  have  all 
our  territorial  divisions  open  to  frequent,  one  might  say 
perpetual,  reconstruction  ;  and  this  subject  perpetually 
to  the  disturbing  influences  of  the  party  warfare  of  the 
hour.  The  exigencies  of  that  warfare,  we  may  be  sure, 
will  tell  ;  and  whatever  the  party  in  the  ascendant, 
whether  in  the  country  at  large  or  locally,  will  find 
means  in  this  part  of  our  machinery  for  advancing  its 
ends — means  not  quite  of  the  sort  to  commend  themselves 
to  one's  approval.  .  .  . 

In  the   United   States,    as   is   admitted,  the  Senate 
does   a   certain   part    of    what    we    undertake   here   to 
do  by  means  of  a  Cabinet.     The  Federal  check  so  ex- 
ercised  by   the   Senate   renders   unnecessary,    for   any 
Federal  purposes,  the  existence  of  a  Cabinet.     Indeed 
they  do  not  want  a  Cabinet  for  any  purpose  at  all.    It 
is    not    of  their   system.      But    here,   with    our    chief 
magistrate  not  elected,  we  must  have  one.    And  yet, 
how  are  we  to  make  it  work,  engrafted  on  a  system 
which,  in  its  essentials,  is  after  all  more  American  than 
British  ?     This  is  what  I  have  now  come  to.     1  have  to 
ask  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  how  they  are  going  to 
organize   their   Cabinet,   for  these   provinces,   according 
to  this  so-called  Federal  scheme  ?     I  think  I  may  defy 
them  to  show  that  the  Cabinet  can  be  formed  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  a  representation  of  the  several 
provinces  in  that  Cabinet.     It  is  admitted  that  the  pro- 
vinces are  not  really  represented  to  any  Federal  intent  in 
the   Legislative   Council.     The   Cabinet   here   must  dis- 
charge all  that  kind  of  function,  which  in  the  United 
States  is  performed,  in  the  Federal  sense,  by  the  Senate. 
And  precisely  as  in  the  United  States,  wherever  a  Federal 
check  is  needed,  the  Senate  has  to  do  Federal  duty  as  an 
integral  part  of   the   Executive  Government,   so  here, 
when  that  check  cannot  be  so  got,  we  must  seek  such 
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ss„r  «S  SE-j^'  -"  -  •«•• 

British  Cabfnet  g  no  clbinetVlr   8°vp">raent.    The 

upon  what  I  may  call  the  want8*of  t^i  ""*  ""''  «" 
or  we  may  start  from  the llnlvl*  .V  <""npon<-nt  partu 
Suppose,  then,  w™Ttartfmm»K  ""^  "f""',"^  *«  "  "'^olc. 
provinces.  I  ake  it  that  n°  ^-  *»"*"  «'  'he  different 
can  weU  have  ess  than  ™>«^  section  of  the  Confederation 
Prince  eXI.5  IsUnr^llTant"nn '"' i?  "j"  C'"''"«'- 
one.    A  difficulty  pr"sen7s  \,T  '  ^''^'"""dland, 

Canada.  On  just  tV  «?m.  "  •  ■  ,'^^  ^8'"''^  '°  I^we' 
Canada  wan^s  for  FWi'?7  ^dT^'h  "P°"  '^'^'"''  ^''^ 
sentation  in  the  ExecScouncil  onlut*  P'°P<'^«'Pr 

I'n^d't^^^^C^^nn^H?^^^^^^ 

ict^"Uo^3^'^^r---^ 

other  words,   there    are    the   r!fh'i''   P>-°te»tants.     In 

ttfe^o-^utLS-i?^^^ 

popu  ation^  of  W  Can^  ^"''f "  '^"'^  *''«  '^iff""'"' 
done  them    none  rf  th^m    *  ""t  '°J*^'  *''^'  J^^'ioe  i« 

consequences  of  Inorl'^hemmth^^".  'r"'^*^'  '^'''> 
fortable.      Heretnfnrp    ?J  !^  ^'8°'  "°*  '«'  ^'y  oom- 

normal  amSo  repreSjfZ'f°  «i""*'  "'»««•  '''^ 
the  Executive  Councif  has  hp.n  "•  ^'^'""  ^''"*^*  *« 
Of  those,  four  may  be  saM  ?f  ".«'\8fat«  O"'  of  twelve. 
Prench-Canadians^one  tnVX-T^r^'^K^?  *'^'°"g  '«  'ho 
the  British  Protestant  Ha„  ^"''  Catholics,  and  one  to 
that  is  aboufThetl?est  ?hn<rfhT^°"',"  T'"'^"^  '^''' 
have  been  times  ^C  ZVX.'oZ'^.  tZ  vlrleT 
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Canri,»,/h  "^r"  *'r"  *•>""  ""'  number  of  French: 

Canada,  there  mu.t't'Ii.'Trvrfor  Un^e/^C^aT; 
xvova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswiok    and    n.  r  !,.,.»      'j 
one  each  for  Newfoundland  alld  Prr^oe'l-^wa^'Za'nd': 
and  thus  you  have  an  Executive  Counril  of  twentv  n,' 

foT^f ""  """"^""^  ^'"^''  *"  '^^  m%ht  hate  to^add 
for  other  provinces  ;  and  this,  I  rather  think    is  a  litHe 

Cabin  ?^-    .T''"  ""'"8  =""'''  ""'  be  done    ?or'  so  large  a 

hand  that  w''  T?  "^"^K  '^"PP"'"'  t'"'"  °"  'h''  other 
hand,  that  we  start  with  the  idea  of  limiting  the  number 
of  our  Executive  Council  to  meet  what  I  mav  ca"^the 
exigencies  of  the  country  as  a  whole      Pl^lt"^    .     i 

or  thirteen-tholatter,  asLLn^Smemrrobse?v'e7 

alw""oftLsZmh;;""'  ''"','  T''"^- weXoSv 
oiiow.     ut  this  number  one,  as  before,  will  be  wanted  f^V 

Newfoundland  and  one  for  Prince  Edward  iTnd      If 

one  18  wanted  for  each  of  the  little  provinces  New  Bnins 

"-to  !,r-  a  tzi.-^^^  tSB 

»ith  iti,  tliree  mcRibera  for  Lower  Oinado    and  Mt,Wv 
Let  me  take  another  feature  of  tlie  scheme,  or,  I  might 
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»«y,  ono  alwence  of  a  fcotun.  'm».  .1. 
non.provi,ion  of  anythinK  "k^  oZi„  ^i  '^'«""— the 
We  are  not  told  al^u  tL„,  ,V~'""'''»'  ™n«titi.tion». 
P-tHy  in  the  dark  ;  it  "p^Vt  oT/h"  '",''"  '"'«''-'">>- 
are  not  to  know  what  it  n  "«Ss  thcl  f.^""'"'?"'.  """  «<" 
the  Mheme,   too,   from  n    T„  °  *"';     't  in  part  of 

not  beatallalikk  FSraMaPfn??"'"''  •''"'  "'"y  '""v 
will  have  a  right  under  'h*?Hote„»"'!l  ""^  ^"^^  »<"'«'« 
re.pon»;bIe  Arnmcn,   w  .r^  '".  ,:i'':iiT'*  Tf"".  "f 


of  the  legi^rature.     New  Cl^i  L    ■.''^''  '""o  •"''""•Ih-x 
have  only  one  leffialfttiv).  ,','"""'?'?•   ''  't  l)lea«t 


p«'p'<'h-e:n^;^i„g"';,.rhk,l''"  ""i;'?:  ^'^-^i^ 

foundland  may"  dniit  tl  ov     t"''  ""1'  P'""'"  "'  ^™-- 

of  one  kind,  and  Upper  (Wrf/^r  i  *  conHtitution 
kmd.  There  may  be  no  two  n^  "'  "  """"•'^  different 
constitutions  framed  on  tho  mL  ,  ?'"  "''  """■>'  'o™! 
meant  that  those  con°?itutionTs''hr^'-  "  """""  '°  ''<' 
people  of  the  different  Dr,^-?1  *"'  ""  '"""'  »«  the 

them;„ay.,h.TeaeovenW  ";^„'"''yr'",'''  '"  '""ke 
provinces  the  same  large  poHvr^  iV  r^°''  ^"^  "V  '^'""""'^ 
wards.     To   be  sure   the?eii  .1  ''",'^'"«  "'<•">  "f"- 

allowanoe  by  the  FcdemrPn'  «™"''   P""''^''  "f  dis- 

in  one  and  t^.e  same  breaU.  irtTf"'  *'""'' J"  "<"  •''W, 
never  exercised  '      '"  ^"^  possessed  by  it,  but 

.viiu:;xetrr„"r/o?ri:;  ^''•"  p— p-..  i.,  it 

Mr.  Dunkin:  The  hon   Ztl    "^  "'.'""''•'  '''«i'*'''tion 
minds  me  of  one!  porhaps^a"  ZT '•  ^''^rP"""  •■' 

law  s  a  fool-a  natural  ?ool  '"  ^  If'Thj"*  ''"'  '"^t-  the 
disallowance  rests  on  a  pres.  mnt;  1  P^'^'^sion  of 
of  our  provinces  is  going^to  be ^un?,?«t  '  ""' >«'^'''tion 
be  needed  ;  but  under  tha^  ZJl'  ^^ .i'n«ise,  it  may 
better  either  not  to  allow  or  "ehr."*'"  1'''™  ''""^ 
"".rrower  limits,  such  leSafirn  Tf  ^°  "'"""'  »''»'>'" 
exercise  of  the  power  to  disa  nw^    !  Promised  non- 

that  all  will  be  done  justJy  indwL','  ""  "  P'-^'-'"mption 
egislatures,  the  legislative  nowerL^i '"•"""  P^^mcial 
there  is  no  need,  L  the  oC]  and   for^^"  '  ""'  "'^" 
nand,  for  the  permission 
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to  duallow.  I  repeat,  this  system,  or  no-system,  aims 
llT  V'^^  uniformity  between  the  genera  and 
local  constitutions,  or  between  the  local  constitutions 
themselves ;  and  in  this  respect,  it  is  essentially  ™ 
vananoe  with  the  much  wiser  systei"  adopted  in  the 
United  States  It  further  allows  ^of  no  real^a^oiomj 
m  fact,  the  on^y  trace  of  uniformity  it  can  be  said  to  have 
the  pr^'vinor*'  ""  '*'  disallowance  of  all  autonomy  to 

dn^htT;?/*"  '"«.*«■'<'"?  those  few  features  that  un- 
doubtedly are  given  to  us,  as  characterizing  our  pro- 

whTh  Z''^""--  ^'^^  "=  ^f  ^^'  '^"^  thelatitudHs 
T^f^r,  *•>,!,  P™^'"«es  may  take  in  framing  their  const,- 
tution»,  there  are  a  few  matters  as  to  which  the  system 

Zf^rT?  ""  "°"  ""'u--  J^""  '«  ">"  appointment  of  ^ 
lieutenant-governor  which  is  to  be  vested  in  the  General 
Government.     It  is  not  said  in  so  many  words  uTt  he 

s  to  be  a  colonist,  but  I  think  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  he  will  be.  It  is  not  very  likely  that  we  sEall  get 
fZ,"^^'  honourable  gentleman  or  e'minent  statesman 

kZ   Z^'lfI°T  °"*  ¥"?  '°u'  ""  "PPoi^toent  of  that 
kmd  ,  and  I  take  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the  General 
Government  will    always  nominate  Mr.   Somebody  or 
other,  of  local  distmction,  to  this  office  of  lieutenant- 
nf^T^^"""  •  ■■  ■    ^"P?°'''  *"y  °*  °"''  politicians,  whether 
^L.^^^m'^T"  °";  °^»y  other  in  the  Confederacy,  say 
?^^^,'  ^«;rf°"'>dland  or  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  assuming 
wi  hi  fV  heutenant-govemor  in  any  of  our  provinces 
He  has  this  disadvantage  to  begin  with  ;  he  hSs  to  that 
moment  been  passing  through  that  ordeal  of  abuse  under 
which  every  prominent  public  man  in  this  country  must 
have  suffered  before  attaining  any  distinction  whatever. 
No  matter  over  what  colony  apoointed,  or  from  what 
t7X\  "T""^'  5  heutenant-governor  wUl  have   hard 
fr„™  fV,   P'^y-,*"''  will  have  very  much  to  put  up  with 
from  the  peop  e  over  whom  he  is  set,  on  this  mere  score 
of  his  past  political  exploits.    He  has  been  known  as  a 
pohtician  and  will  be  h*eld  to  be  favourable  ofuXZ! 
able  to  this  party  or  that  in  the  province  he  governs 

»tf,iK  *,°  ^^  '"""*  ^^''^'  ^I""-  Speaker,  as  to  the 
attributes  of  our  own  provincial  legislatures  and  govem- 
ments,  on  the  one  hand,  and  those  of  the  Federal  power 
on  the  other  ?  Do  we  follow  American  example,  and 
give  so  much  to  the  union  and  the  rest  to  the  provinces  • 
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or  80  much  to  them,  and  the  rest  tr,  it  t    r-*i, 

frmmo^  to  both    anTk'i    "*  ^"'^'"^  '  '^^'''^  >nuc1[ 

what   belongs  to   e"h"      I  ca'JJnn?  """""■  "°^  ^''T'"? 
on   this  held      T  n«n     ■  ""°'  f?"  "°"'  "''"  <Jetaa 

fisheries,    agriculture,    and    immiidnn     TV,         J 
anS-'tt;  ^"av  ha^«tne""oT  ^'  ^"'^  ^?  ""^" 

leeislatinn   "*",  "^j.    "^P''a':'rd— the    subjects    of    railway 
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are  not  here  as  nice  a  lot  of  pretty  little  questions  as  one 
would  desire  to  see  in  a  summer's  day.  . 

We  find  it  stated  that  "The seat  of  Government  of  the 
Federated  Provinces  shall  be  Ottawa,  subject  to  the  royal 
prerogative."  It  is  distinctly  laid  down  as  a  part  of  our 
system  that  the  royal  prerogative,  the  right  to  chanee 
the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government  at  will,  is  to  be 
maintained.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  the  maintainin)? 
of  that  right  is  simply  inconsistent  with  the  praoticai 
working  out  of  a  federal  system.  And  this  is  a  matter 
mvolvmg  a  good  deal  of  anomaly,  as  hor  rable  gentle- 
men will  see  when  they  begin  to  think  of  it.  .'he  Governor 
General  or  Viceroy,  the  all  but  king  of  this  Confederacy 
with  his  all  but  Imperial  Government,  and  all  but  Im- 
perial Legislature,  constituted  no  matter  how,  resident 
within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  subordinate  pro- 
vince !  The  police  of  the  f.  deral  capital,  not  federal 
but  provincial  !    That  thing  won't  do.  .  .  . 

We  have  a  large  class  whose  national  feelings  turn  to- 
wards London,  whose  very  heart  is  there  ;  another  large 
class  whose  sympathies  centre  here  at  Quebec,  or  in  a  senti- 
mental way  may  have  some  reference  to  Paris  ;  another 
large  class  whose  memories  are  of  the  Emerald  Isle ;  and 
yet  another  whose  comparisons  are  rather  with  Washing- 
ton ;  but  have  we  any  class  of  people  who  are  attached,  or 
whose  feelings  are  going  to  be  directed  with  any  earnest- 
ness, to  the  city  of  Ottawa,  the  centre  of  the  new  nationality 
that  13  to  be  created  ?  In  the  times  to  come,  when  men 
shall  begin  to  feel  strongly  on  those  questions  that  appeal 
to  national  preferences,  prejudices  and  passions,  all  talk 
of  your  new  nationality  will  sound  but  strangely.  Some 
other  older  nationality  will  then  be  found  to  hold  the  first 
place  in  most  people's  hearts.  .  .  . 

It  is  proposed  to  adopt  here  a  plan  which  has  a  direct 
tendency  to  place  on  the  floor  of  our  House  of  Commons 
a  number  of  provincial  delegations,  and  not  a  number  of 
independent  members  of  parliament.  The  tendency  is 
therefore  towards  a  system  antagonistic  to,  and  incon- 
sistent with,  those  prmciples  on  which  the  British  Consti- 
tution reposes.  With  provincial  delegations,  rather  than 
members  of  parliament,  on  the  floor  of  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature, we  are  not  likely  to  have  that  political  longevity, 
whether  of  men  or  parties,  without  which  the  British 
system  of  government  can  hardly  exist.  .  .  . 
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In  all  the  provinces  the  provincial  governments  will 
ma  qmet  way,  want  money,  and  the*  provincia  leZ- 
In^"  »d  people  will  want  it  yet  mSre;  grants  for 
roads  and  bridges,  for  schools,  for  charities,  for  saarie° 

01  ends  they  will   be  wanting  money,  and  where  is  it 

^^c^e-rj^i,?ris^-gH 

vin^a?"!  ^'"^/'*'^«--'  t\  '^^'  "'°'*-  'numbers  oTthe  pro.' 
vineial  legislatures  will  like  it  that  way  the  best  It 
will  not  be  at  all  unpopular,  the  getting  of  monev  so 
Quite  the  contrary.  Gentlemen  will  go*^  to  S%on- 
stitu  Its  with  an  easy  conscience,  telling  them  "True 
we  had  not  much  to  do  in  the  Provincial  Legislature' 

but  I  tell  you  what,  we  got  the  Federal  Government  tn 
mcrease  the  subvention  to  our  province  by  five"  nts  a 

Smo'to  ^I'^Y  -^^  ^"''  you-S500  t^  that  road-^ 
Sl.OOO  to  that  charity-so  much  here,  so  much  there 

am  LliH^'"^"  ''°"'  '  ""^  ^""^  *^  "°'  done  weJI  ?"     i 

"  Yp«  tn,  'k  "*"/  """^t'toencies  the  answer  would  be  • 

Yes,  you  have  done  well ;  go  and  do  it  again  "     I  am 

afraid    the    provincial    constituencies,    legiffatures    and 

InH  „        T  ""'*  magnificent  government  cow 
.  .  .     And  even  this  is  not  all.     Not  only  ,vill  vo:    have 
these  comparatively  direct  demands-more  or  Ls  in 
geniously,  but   always   irresistibly-made,  bu?  you  wW 
Have  demands  made  in  a  more  indirect  form  wWch  it 

descnption  under  all  these  heads  ;  and  besides  them  theS 
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will  be  the  long  roll  of  internal  improvements  of  all  kinds 

^^■^^Z^°"  '^^  ^'"*f  "(  """  "'  °f  "'o'"  than  one  o  the 

pretended  that  it  is  of  general  interest,  pressure  may  be 

iS^f  °  ^^^I  T"  *''•'  ^"o™'  Government  and 
legislature,  and  whenever  one  province  succeeds  in 
getting  any  such  grant,  every  other  province  must  be 

^hI  In^  '"i**^  "f"^  ry-  Compensation  must  be 
naade  all  round,  and  no  human  intellect  can  estimate 
the  degree  of  extravagance  that  before  long  must  become 

pZ'J  ""T"^^:-.  ^"'  ^'^^  ""'  Upper  and  Wr 
Canada  we  have  had  pretty  good  proof  of  this.  We  know 
that  whenever  anything  has  hid  to  be  done  for  one 
section  of  this  province,  it  has  constantly  been  found 
kfnTrjT..*''  1°  «°'"?*'"8  °f  the  same  or  of  some  other 
kind  for  the  other.  If  either  needed  anything  very  badly, 
then  the  ingenuity  of  the  Minister  of  finance  hid  to  be 
exercised  to  discover  something  else  of  like  value  to  give 

thL°{  fhlni  T  °"^  u°'"^i  ""'^''  ^  *■"  ""o^*  mistaLn 
than  I  think  I  can  be,  these  local  governments  will  be 
pretty  good  daughters  of  the  horse-Teech,  and  their  cry 
"  Give  g"ve  gi°ve  rP''"^  °^'""  """^  P''"^  successfuUyi: 

veffnL'L?!"^^*"^^  """'"*  "P°"  t"  »P«°<1  ™°''«y  for 
^  Lh  ?v  """^^^  ?'"T"*«'  and  a  large  amount  too 
-and  this,  as  a  part  of  this  scheme.  Our  star  of  empire 
e^^v,'"^  '*•  "'??'  westward;  and  we  are  to  confederate 
everything   in  its  track,  from  Newfoundland   to   Van- 

TJhZ  r^"f.;  '^^  !?'*  '"S'*"^*^-  B"t'  between  us  and 
it,  there  lies  the  Hudson  Bay  territory.  So,  of  course 
we  must  acquire  that  for  confederation  purposes ;  and 
fi  f^  1  'V^f  before  we  get  it  wc  shall  have  to  pay 
M™  .^  e  ephant-though,  after  we  get  him,  we  may  find 
him  costly  and  hard  to  keep.  j      '" 

nl^^TthfJ'  ^r  Tu"  """■?•  *he  idea  that  underlies  this 
plan  IS  this,  and  nothing  else-that  we  are  to  create  here 
a  something  — kmgdom,  viceroyalty,  or  prinoipalitv — 

Z^rdrfhf « -H'  r"  ^'r^  '"the  LmeTosiLn 
towards  the  Bntish  Crown  that  Scotland  and  Ireland 
Fn^lljl"  before  they  were  legislatively  united  with 
EnglaiKl ;  a  something  having  no  other  tie  to  the  Empire 
than  the  one  tie  of  fealty  to  the  British  Crown-a  tie 
which  m  the  cases,  first,  of  Scotland,  and  then  of  Ireland 
was  found,  when  the  pinch  came,  to  be  no  tie  at  all 


I 
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Sal  union  '"SJ''**'^"  ""'"n  fo™ed  in  place  of  a  m3y 

oe —    At  whatever  cost,   we  senftrnto  "     «;■     t   u  1"    ■' 

Sg  »^  coSirVt^  "  ^:J'^"'?"^  altematio^n  of 
wUch'lr!  Sear  uT  and  w^r'""^  ""l,*^  United  Spates 
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to  make  us  eubservient  to  their  own  interest  dnd  am- 
bition—the  danger  is,  I  say,  that  the  United  States,  or 
those  portions  of  the  United  States  near  us,  may  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  perplex  us,  to  embroU 
us  m  trouble,  to  make  us  come  within  the  disturbing 
mauences  of  their  strong  local  attraction.— Now,  to  pre- 
tend to  tell  me  that  the  United  States  or  the  Northern 
States,  whichever  you  please,  are  going  to  be  frightened 
from  a  policy  of  that  kind,  by  our  takmg  upon  ourselves 
great  airs,  and  forming  ourselves  into  a  grand  Con- 
federation, 18  to  tell  me  that  their  people  are,  Uke  the 
Chinese,  a  people  to  be  frightened  by  loud  noises  and  uaJv 
grimaces.    X  do  not  believe  they  are. 


CONCLUSION 

With  some  smaU  changes,  the  British  North  America 
Act  stm  remains  the  Constitution  of  Canada.    But  just 
as  Lord  Sydemiam  and  Robert  Baldwin,  the  founders 
of  Canadian  municipal  government,   would  view  with 
surprise  fome  of  its  later  developments,  so  the  most  far- 
seemg  of  the  "Fathers  of  Confederation  "  would  wonder 
not  a  Uttle  at  the  shape  which  forty  years  have  given  to 
some  of  the  features  of  their  offspring.    The  development 
has  consisted  more  in  the  interpretation  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Act  than  in  any  great  changes  introduced  into  it 
and  still  more  in  the  growth  of  unwritten  rules  and 
formulas;  for  though  the  British  North  America  Act  is 
much  easier  to  change  than  the  Constitution  of  the 
Umted  States,  it  is  considered  by  the  great  majority  of 
Canadians  to  possess  not  a  Uttle  of  the  same  sacro- 
sanctity. 

The  task  of  interpretation  has  faUen  largely  t«  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  which  has  been 
to  Canada  a  most  valuable  court  of  reference,  at  once 
able  and  impartial.  The  need  of  such  interpretation  has 
been  speciaUy  necessary  owing  to  the  great  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  Dominion.  In  1870  the  North-West 
Territories  were  acquired  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  already  the  three  provinces  of  Manitoba 
Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta,  have  been  carved  out  of 
the  purchase.     In  1871  British  Columbia,  and  in  1873 


*"  CONCLUSION 

Prince  Edward  Island,  entered  the  Dominion.    With  the 
enomou,  development  of  the  We,t ;  with  the  opening 
up  of  New  Ontario  and  New  Quebec  ;  with  the  ZpJ. 
sesMon  of  the  cattle-ranch  by  the  wheat-field,  and  ofVhe 
hunter  «id   trapper   by  the   miner,   new  and   difficult 
problems  are  asking  for  settlement.     PoliticaUy  Canada 
«  outgrowmg  the  colonial  status,  and  the  problem  of  her 
position   within   the   Empire   awaits   solution.    Within 
her  borde™  the  old  quarrel  between  Erenoh  and  English 
■8  dying  down,   and  with   the  growth  of  the  country 
economic  questions  are  coming  more  and  more  to  the  fore 
The  relations  to  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
of   the   great   companies    which    control   raUways    and 
steamships,  telegraphs  and  telephones;  the  question  of 
pubic  control  and  public  ownership  of  her  almost  un- 
rivalled resources-in  a  word,  all  the  problems  involved 
n  the  words     private  ownership,"  "State  regulation  " 
State  ownership,"  with  or  without  State  working-are 
commg  to  the  front.  * 

But  such  matters  belong  to  the  future,  and  do  not  as 
yet  admit  of  documentary  illustration.  May  we  not  hope 
that,  even  as  the  documents  in  this  volume,  if  thev  are 
m  part  the  record  of  human  error  and  of  the  little  wisdom 
with  which  this  world  is  governed,  are  yet  much  more 
the  record  of  problems  solved  and  errors  overcome  so 
also  the  same  courage,  honesty,  and  imagination  may 
find  a  solution  for  the  still  more  subtle  problems  of  the 
future  ? 
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